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THE 

PREFACE. 



THESE Volumes made their firji 
appearance fome years ago^ in 
feparate publications ; when^ in 
genet aU tbsy were voell received 
by the friends of truth and liberty, many of 
whom expreffed their high approbation of the 
worki and greatly promoted the fale» 

That they are now republijhed is owing So 
their fcarcity^ and to the continued demand for 
them. 

At the fame time I have taken occajion of 
tnricbing the work with additional trails^ to 
render it ft ill more compleat : and I hope tbefe 
additions will be found equally inJiruSive and 
entertaining to the reader. 

But lefi the pUr chafers of (his new edition 
Jhould apprehemd any future publication^ with 
farther improvements \ 1 here declare^ that 
as this edition is the belt, // Jhall be the lalt 
from my Hands. 

A 2 Cw^-ji^^ 






IV PREFACE. 

Cordials Jhould not ie made too cheapo or 
too common : therefor^ let thefe volumes be 
conje crated to the, delight and entertainment of 
/i&^ difccrning few. 

Sic volo. 

S'hejirfl end p-ofofedin making this col- 
lUHon was to preferve from oblivion Mr. 
Gordon^ trails^ whoje merits as a writer^ 
will be confejfed by all candid men^ and com- 
petent judges. Our language is much indebted 
ta bimfer many excellent productions. The 
Independent Whig, Cato'j letters, the llu- 
morift, the tranjlation of Tacitus, and 
difcourfes on that author^ to which may be 
added the difcourfes on Salluft ; are noble 
monuments of his genius^ and will tranfmit 
bis name with honour to pofterity. 

That the tracts afcribed to him in the firft 
volume of this colle8ion (and to tho/e only have 
I put his name) were really written by him^ is 
well known to fome of his intimate friends Jill I 
living. 

The two apologies for Cardinal Albcroni 
firjl recommended him to the favour and friend- 
Jhip of Mr. Trenchard, from which he reap- 
ed fuch great advantages. See bis preface to 
CatoV letters. 

In Mr. CollinsV catalogue {a hookftill ex- 
tant in the libraries of the curious) thefe traSls 

are 
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are afcribed to Mr. Gordon : and from ib^ 
traSl^entitled^ the charafterof an Independent 
Whig (which waspublijhed before the weekly 
paper under that nami) he borrowed fever al 
paragraphs ; as the reader will fee by compa- 
ring that trail with the forty firfl number of 
the Independent Whig» vcL II. 

Moreover^ it is known to me, that Mt. 
Gordon himfelf had a deftgn of republifbing 
thefe tra£ls, and of adding them to the Inde- 
pendent Whig ; which, with fuch additions 
as he intended would have made a fifth volume 
of that valuable work : but in this dejign be 
was prevented by death. 

I only add, that if any doubt flill remains 
concerning this matter, the curious reader may 
Satisfy himfelf by writing to. Mr. GordonV 
fon, a learned and eminent counfellor in Ja- 
maica ; and long may be live, andfiourifh^ for 
hi^ father's fake ! 

I am forty that I cannot gratify the reader^ s 
curiojity with the names of all other writers in 
this work. After the ' mofi exaS enquiry, I 
have .not been able to get any certain informa- 
tion ccncernijjg them : and the reafon of fuch 
writers concealing their names will appear to 
every man, who cofi/iders the danger of at-- 
tacking prieji craft and facerdotal heraldry, or 
of oppofing opinions that have wealth and po^^ 

A 3 wer 
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' Tie negative of thefe quefiions will infr 
that aU:teligions are dike \ and of traditiah 
4ny.revelations we are left at full Ubtrty t 
, cbufethai-^^ which appears ino]i beneficial to 
human fociety^ Jincenone of them can pretend 
to divine authority more than the refty but in 
ihat refpeS are all on a level. 
^ ^befe reafonings can never affeU the truth 
ef^ Chrijiianity with wen that underfiand the 
feripluresj but they are unanjwerable objec- 
tions to its divine authority j when abfurd 
doSrines are fathered on the Jcriptures . 
'. Therejorr if we have difcoveredJhat many 
teicts affcripture have been mtfunderfleod^ and 
in co^equence of fuch mijinterpretation^ that 
doSlrines abhorrent to reafon and altogether 
incredible, have been taught as the do£irines of 
divine revelation ; is it not our duty to tell 
men fo^ and to publifh our difcoveries to the 
world? Verily y a confident ^belief of divine 
revelation J and a reverence for the great and 
holy name of God requires this at our hands : 
we hereby render faith in his word more eafy^ 
we remove the caufes of unbelief in many^ by 
Jhewing that the Chriftian faith is rational^ 
that God makes it our duty to believe nothing 
but what is adequate to human underflanding : 
whereas to fmother the truths '. and to hand 
down errors and abfurdities to pofterity^ be- 
, . caufe 
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^taufi they were received in our age ^ and. had 

'^tbe fanHion of human anthority \ this con^s 

^ not with a ionxe of God or man ; this confirms 

mafvy in infidelity ; this were a ready way to. 

. make men thir^ all revelation to be human im- 

fqfiure. 

I hope tbefe arguments will he a fuffidont 

apology for the great freedom / have ufed on 

this fubjeS ; which proceeds Jimpfy andpure-^ 

lyfrom a love of truths and not from a party 

fpirity or from rancour and bitternefs to any 

many or to any fet of men wbatfoever. 

- I profefs myjelf to he a real believer in the 

divine authority of the fcriptures^ and lank 

mofi zealous for the credit and fupport of 

Chriflianity in the world. But at the fame 

time I declare^ and I judge it my duty as a 

Chriftian to declare^ that I cannot affent to 

the c^f^e/ ^/ Athanafius, or of Arius, or of 

the Nicean council % all which appear to me 

to be abfurdy and impoffible to be irue^ and 

equally inconjifient with reafon and revelation. 

\ And although the horrid wickednefs and 

« luxury of this age hath been one principal 

. caufe of the great infidelity now prevailing^ at 

the fame time I know, that many have re-- 

jeUed Chriflianity on account of the abfurd 

doSlrines that are taught and blended with it. 

Ml men do not ufe their reafon in things of 

religion \ 
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religion ; tui tbofe that doy will not readily^ 
beUeve that to be divine j which Jboc^s their 
undcrftandingy and c0ntradiSts the firft prin^^ 
ciples of natural religion. 

Men may write in defence of Cbriftianity, 
and produce arguments unanfwerable in vith^, 
dicalion ofit^ but what willfuch arguments 
and laboured defences avail, when a hierar* 
chjisfet up and maintained in the Chriftiait 
church) in fiat oppqfttion to the precept and 
pattern <?/ Chrift Jefos ? A hierarchy, the- 
race and lineage of that great fcarlet whore,. 
which bath corrupted the earth with her for* 
nication ! 

In like manner, when Chrifiian doStors teach 
Ae people to believe and adore' what they can-- 
not underftand, a trinity in unity, andthrea-- 
ten them with damnation on refufal^ can 
men that escercife their reafon,. believe this t0 
be a revelation from the God of all truth and 
grace ? 

Both not all nature affure us that God is 
one ? And did not Chrift Jefus, that great 
prophet of God, confirm the truth, faying^ 
There is one God, and no more ? If the 
Ghriftian world hath been led into error in 
this great and fundamental article, are Chrif- 
tians never to be fet right ? Indignation ri^ 
fes at the thought of fucb monfirous perver^ 

fiony. 
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Jfbn^ Jueb abominable corruftitm of all reU- 
pon ! T^kerefar, I fay^ let the hierarchy >i^* 
demolijhedy and tbe^ trinity be kicked out of ' 
doors. 

Tb do the former -i fmfy he thought a hard 
worky if net impoffible : but what hath late- 
ly happened to the Jefuits in Portugal cmi^ 
France, is a happy men of the like glorious , 
events in this free country. And I ventute 
to frophefyj that the day will Jbortty tom^^' 
when their whole Babel Jh'all be pullbd down 
by the mighty hand of truth and liberty^ 

^he eyes of many are opened \ almoft alt'. 
men complain of great wqfte andfttperfiuity iw 
the national church \ they declare for a mote' 
equal diviJioH^ for a competent maintenance^ 
without pomp and wealth •, as the latter n^er^ 
didferve^ never canferve the inter efts of true* 
religion : — and what remains, will help^ 
to pay off the national debt. 

As to tbeTrimty,moft reafonable men agree' 
in reyeSling it ; and both the peculiar opinion ■ 
of Arius^ and the creed of the Nicean coun-^ 
cilj are no'ik) difco^ered to have no founda- 
tion in fcripture.. The late learned Dr. 
Clarke, who laboured with great honotir and 
fuccefs in remotsing much religious rubbiJBy and 
many a^furd doSlrines. and e^cpHcations of^ 
fcriftur€y hath in ' this matter been found to. 

havt. 
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have miftahen the meaning off&me texts^ ini9 
which mifiake he was led by the prejudices of 
education. In Jhort^ the Arian fcheme is 
built only on a few texts ^ fuch as are ejuivoea/^ 
and wbofe meaning may be litigated \ not ia 
fay on fome^ whofe authority may be difputed : 
Irhereas the humanity of Christ -w 
fsilldfy eftaili/hed iy texts innumerable^ and 
ftands on the united evidence ofreafon and re* 
velation. 

The HUMANITY has been the general belief 
of rational Chrijiians^ of fuck as dijlinguijbed 
thetnfelves by a Spirit of enquiry ; witnefs the 
cver-memorabie Mr . Hales of Eton, themeji 
learned Dr. Jeffery^?/ Norwich, the late excels 
lentDr. Bcniamin Hoadly, ^j/J&^i?/ Winches- 
ter ; with others that might be mentioned : 
to fay nothing of the great eft divines in foreign 
c!;)urche5^ who bore their tefiimony to this 
truth : and had not the late Dr. CJarke, by 
his great judgment in other things^ given a 
fort offanSion to the Arian hypotbefis^ and in 
the opinion of many almoft precluded all exami^ 
nation of the fcriptures \ this great controver-^ 
fy bad been long ago determined in favour 

of the HUMANITY. 

But the brighteft and fulkjl manifcftation 
of this glorious truth feems to have been re^ 

ferved 
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ferved by providence far the bcnaur of this 
age J and as a moji powerful check fo jhe 
growth of infidelity \ fucb evidences of tbei 
humanity of Chrift Jcfua Jbaving been lately 
produced as many former ages were unacquaint- . 
ed with. For my meaning I refer the. curious . 
reader to Mr Low man' j tra6ts, where he 
will find the Arians beaten out of the main 
fqrt^ which they had long held\ whence of 
necefftty they are driven to give up the refi. 

Mr. Lowman/^^ the way^demoUfbing the 
outworks of the enemy ; Dr. hsLtdntr follow^ 
edy and cleared the field. No anfwer has ap- 
peared to their writings at this fubjeSl : no an^ 
fwer can be given. Dr^ Chandler hath con- 
fejfed^ he cannot anfwer Mr^ Lowman : and 
if he cannot 9 who can ? 

All reajonable men have now declared for 
the HVMAUiTY 5 Arianifm having no advo- 
cates but among fuch as never examined the 
matter^ the fons of abfurdtty-^ and the levers of 
contradiilion : men whofe pride is engaged to 
defend what they have formerly advanced and 
afferted \ and whofe oppofition to the truth \ 
feems to arife from henccj that they were not 
fo happy as to difcover it^ and who want the [ 
modtfty to confefs tbemfshes miftakeK : injbort^ 
wen to whom may be applied the well knozvn 
wordsofQyiiiTiLiANf Multi ad fapicnti- 

am 
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am pcrvenire potuillent, nifi fe jam pcrvc* 
nifle putaflent : that ts, maiPf might have 
been wije men^ bad they not thought themfehes 
already fo : and I add^ metty who care not to 
what fcom they expofe the f acred writings^ if 
they can but fecure themfehes and their own. 
notions from contempt. Miferable Jinners ! we 
fray for you. 

Perhaps the reader, will think that I have 
dwelt too long on this fubjeSl^ but its greaf 
importance is my excufe : and^ I conclude this- 
article with obferving^ that Sir Ifaac NewtOa 
predicted this rejhration cf primitive truth ^ in 
tbofe memorable words to Mr. Hayiies;* the 
time will come, wben the doftrine of 
tkc mcamation as commonly received^ 
iball be exploded as an abfurdicy equal to 

tranf- 



* Hcptw WtyntSy Eff, who was author of faveral wntiAgi w«ll 
known to the curious : he ferved many years in the Mint-OHUt 
under Sir Ifaoc Newton% and at the time of lus Heath had a place 
lA the Kjcebcfutr. (I think he died in the ye:«r 1 749.) He was the 
moft xealoot unitsrian I ever knew : and iu a conveifation wUh 
him on that fubjeft, he toW me.that Sir Ifaac Nr.vton did not be- 
lieve Q}it Lord*8 prooexiftence, being a Socinian, as we call it) in that- 
article j that Sir Jfaac much lamented Mr, Clarke % en' gracing 
Arumifffit which opinion he feared had been, ard Sill would be, if 
maintained by learned men, a great obftruftion to the progrefs of 
Chriftianity. ^^ote. No man had fearched the icripturcs more 
thin Sir ffaac Newton, or underftood them bette; : and if men 
vill'fe^tip namn for authorities in this matter, we have xYit preateft 
iU7m^ onourfi<!c i 
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tranfubftantiation ! thanks he to God ! we fee-- 
the day. 

TANDEM TRIUMPHANS.^ 

I 

Having cleared the ft age of abfurditks in 
faiths avd demolified our creed-mongers, '/ 
noixf judge it necejjary to vindicate wy felffrom -• 
a l^afe imputation of /al/kood» 

In the preface to a former edition of this 
work I told the following ftorj of Dr. Co-^ \ 
dex* i-^tbat during the time of his lording it 
ov-er Lincoln, he had excited and caufed moff- ^ 
frofecutions in thctt diocefe^ for tythes and . 
other etclefiaftie demands^ than there had been^ ' 
from the refbrnnaticn dewn to his day : and i 
/aid, tJfat I had received this account from m- ' 
gentleman who never told a lie. 

The truth of this ftory was then warmly con-- 
tefted by Dr. W. who having married a 
daughter of Co^t^ thought himfelf bound to vin^ 
dfcate his character. But how did he difprove 

the ftory ? by denying it, and calling me a^ • 

liar. Poor man I was a charge offucb higlh 
nature to be removed by a fimple denial, whem 
J he falfhood of it fhoiild have been: provid by 

aut hemic- 



■ 

* Dr« MeXj a o;uxie |Iven to Dr. Gihfon, a late fi.ibo4^.c»f 
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authentic vouchers^ the records of that dl' 
cefe ? the friends and admrers of Dr. Cod( 
had it in their power to know the truth of tl 
fiory by . confuUing thofe records j and th' 
have fiill the fame materials to confute it, 
falfcy and t& fiab my reputation for ever. 
knew too well the great honour and integrity ^ 
the gentleman upon whofe authority I told the 
fiory ^ to be in any doubt about, the truth of 
it : and I am willing that aflri£l fearch be 
made into the fa£l alledged, by examining the 
books in the public office of that diocefe : yea 
farther -, to give Dr. W. all poffible ad- 
vantage in this matter^ at the foot of the 
page * he will fee a name not unknown to him^ 
whofe wearer is capable of determining this 
difputein a moment. 

Durifig the time of thefe profecutions the 
bift>op was cs mpiiin g his booky his body of ec- 
clefiaftical law, and then great was the cry of 
oppreffion in divers parts of the nation j the mofi 
enpenfiue and vexatious methods were perfucd^ 
imprifonment or feq^ueftration followed for the 
fmalleft matters^ and new demands were ftill 
made ^ the quakers were trampled underfoot 
as mire^ and the church rode triumphant 
over alljuftice and humanity. Such tnfatiable 

avarice^ 

• The Revercfld William, Pendhhsry, Rea&r of Burythor^, 
in the county of Tgrl^ 
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avarice^ fucb mercikfs cruelty reigned in ibe 
heart of Gibfon :j; ! 

As an aggravation of fucb ttnboly^ fucb 
ungodhfy fucb damnable and diabolical doingsi 
tbey were pretended to be for Jupporting tbe 
cburcb of C\iVi&.\ Wttb equal juftice might 
robberies and cut-throats pretend to be bis mi^ 
nifters and ambaffadcrs ! 

IJbould be partial^ if InegleSled this occa^ 
fion of obfirvingj that tbe proud^ P^i^filj^ 
domineering fpirit was not peculiar to Gibfon: 
more modern times canfhew a prelate^ wbofe 
bead f terns intoxicated wifb notions of facer dotal 
ppjotrjand bis heart full fraught with a fpirit 
cf perfecution. A late Bifhop of Oxford gc^t 
this advice to his clergy^ not to renounce 
thofc powers which the gofpel had given 
them : . and not to recede from any of 
thofc privikges derived from human au- 
thdrity. ' The Prelate 1 mean -has for 
mawf years been a great fupporter df 
^churchmanfhip and orthodoxy : whom the 
offer of a golden prebend ' at . Durham, 
with commendams^ and the more diftant 
profpeSt of mitres^ thrones^ and domina^ 

tionSy 

1 To luow Bi/hop Gihfon't true chara£(er> I refer tbe reader 
to Mxt H^JIm** MiUmiri rf.bi^ vwn Lift, the £rft •ditioo^ . vntb' 
tut tbi ta/Irsthns, ' .... 
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sion^ firft reconciled to myfteries^ and ecci^ 
Jiajiical riddles^ to triperfonality and Jbyps*- 
Jiatical union ; yea^ to the whole mafs of ab^^ 
JurditieSj he had formerly ridiculed and di* 
fpifed : whofe converjion to Chriftianity was 
fo fudden and quick^ that fame of his friends 
.pretended it was miraculous and extraordi* 
nary ; that he was called by a ftngular aEt 
"of grace ; but whether by a perfonal appear- 
ance of Jefus, {which fome of our Metbo- 
difis fpeak of) or by fome powerful impj:ef- 
lion on his mind, they did not tell the world. 
For my party I believe his call was from 
eying the rich robes at Durjiam *, as he 
bath always manifefted a great love of pomp 
and fidte. But one thing, is certain, that 
his fubfequent life and labours have been full 
if %eal for the church. How happy is it 
for bur church, that wealth and honour are 
4acked to its creeds ! what aftrong fupport f 
what numerous advocates^ what huge vo- 
iumesy hath. this fortunate circumftance^prq^ 
duced ! fVere re^on and truth the way to 
•worldly dignity and honour ^ what would be*- 

come 

* The Robei of the prehendariet at Durbsm are Aiperb and rich 

beyond any thing to be feen in popijb countries. There is a fay- 

-Ing of a Stvti gentleman on leeing thofe fine dreffes^ iliaf tbt 

'wb^rd ^ Baby km vMmfr^m thmctin A^gnoi hmfj, fir thtitjkt hid 

hft all her trumftry htbind bcr% 
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come of our creeds ? / fear that neither the 
creed of Atbanafius, nor of Arius, nor of 
the Nicean council^ would have any* advo- 
cates : and as for myfteries, there would 
not be one left* Verily^ the church would 
bejiript of all her ornaments 1 

But let us briefly examine the contents of 
bis f age advice to the clergy. They mujl not 
renounce thofe powers which the Gofpel 
hath given them ! / folemnly declare^ that 
in the fcriptures I canfindnopower^ norau- 
tbority given to any men^ except the apoftles^ 
who had fpecial gifts to confirm and attefi 
their miffionfrom Jefus : and therefor I con-- 
clude^ that all commiffions to preach the Gcf 
peU to teach authoritatively^ and ta baptize 
the nations^ terminated in them. Have we 
4tny word of God hut what they publifhed to 
the worlds and left in their writings ? PrU 
tbee^ theny > teach 

not the clergy to affume the title of awhaffa- 
dours or minifiers of Jefus j Jince all fucb 
titles and pretetifions to fuccej/ion and autho-- 
rity are mere mimicry^ and will expofe thee 
4tnd thy clergy to contempt. 

But the worft is Jiill behind Recede 

.not from any of thofe privileges derived 

from human authority. fFbat I muji they 

. mdntain their privileges^ whether ufeful or 

curtJuX 
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hurtful to Society ? Legal privileges will 
hardly fatisfy a wife and good man^ but be 
will ionfider the natural juftice and equity of 
themy and their conjiftency with other men^s 
rights and privileges. If out of the Sun- 
dance of the heart the mouth fpeakcth; 
what but a corrupt^ covetous^ proud heart 
could dill ate fuch advice as this ? How fad a 
thing is ity that fuch poif on fhould come from 
the tongua cind pen of a Chriftian ? How 
ought we to rend cur garments at hearing cf 
fuch advice ? The fpirit of Chriftianity is 
wholly unknown to fuch men : they are 
wolves in Jbeeps cloathing^ the miniflers of 
antic Iirift, who under the colour and pretence 
of rtligion^ are driving on a trade for this 
world J and waking the gofpel an engine for 
profit and pride and ambition. Maintain all 
your privileges, quoth he^ whether honefily 
got^ or kniFui/hly come by ! Are thefe then 
the fruits of your liberal education^ of your 
learnings andy^ur ftudies^ io defend any thing 
right or wrong ? How can opprefftve privi- 
leges^ and wicked laws be alioliA)ed; when 
fuch menftudy to maintain and fupport them ? 
Are thefe the men^ whofs p cfrffion aid bu- 
ftnefs it is to lead others to pecce and holt- 
fiefs \ to teach humility and mecknefSy and 
to be patterns of all' goodnefs.? How to re^ 

concile 
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reconcile fucb advice to the go/pel of Chri&j and 
tin great dtftgn of his religion^ is out of my 
power ^ Indeed^ fuch men tnay ielieve in 
ChnG^t and they may keep fo many of his 
coinmandmcnis as are nectary to cover their 
iyp0crify:^ but it is manifefl that the world 
and the devil are in their hearts. 

Such advice was only becoming a man^ 
who told the clergy in his frji vijitation- 
charge at Canterbury, that he would make 
Dr. Potter his pattern ! Dr. Herring, // 
feemSj was too good a ChriJUa^^ to b§ imita-n 

ted by . / love a 

man that is frank and open^ that tells us 
plainly what he dejigm to doy and v^ofejifc 
and aSlions are coriftftent with his verbal de^ 
claratiom. Dr. Potter, it Js well known^ 
was a violent enemy to all free enquirers, 
and in the Bangorian controverfy joined 
Snape, Trap, and other high-church wolves 
to jhake and worry bifhop Hoadly, that, 
great free enquirer ! Where then was the 

wonder^ that ■ — «- — ■■» Jbouli 

go foaming to courts and follicit a profecu^ 
tionof a latehtc enquirer*, as this waf ail- 

b ing 

• Peter yfnet, author of a weekly paper entitled thfi^M Enqui- 
rer j who wai lately profecuted in the Kii^^t Bench, and fentenced 
to fuflrer one moath's imprifonment in Newgate, to fland twice in 
the pilkry, and to be kept to hard labour tor one year in Brides 
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ifig in cbaraHerj in imit align cf bis pat t em f 
Fromjkcb a man it wen f§ify to expiO iie 
meehufik and gent Umfs pfChnix Jcfus, tbefi 
viriuis not comporting wtb ^ pnfejftd ry^ 
kuim to refembk Dr. Potter ! 

But tbis aS of^kUnce^ tbis ontn^e agmhtfi 
nil bumanity • « « 



wdL The poor mm is near 7^ yetn of age, and wtthoot 
charitable Ibntribotions he muft ftnA. under his Jcntmre* 

To what paiuibmaA ferfecaiiMg fmekta ihall hcreajfter be caa<- 
Semntd, 1 pretend noc to &y 1 & righteous Jndfe of the wholn 

carc& wili do f^ht : bmt, ftdia(t» hord UiMr» isdtn woikiii 

titU, like Mi&9m*z dcYils, maj V« Ckffax ^qoceu 
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RICHARD BARON. 
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P. 5. ^he nextferoice in this glorious caufe 
will be a republication of xht^iW^x^ of prieft- 
craft and orthodoxy fhaken, in three volumes^ 
with large additions. 

Ex pcde Hercules. 
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P R E F A C E, 




. Pajfagi Br two !n this Utth ej^ ' 
having httn Sabli to_ ixaptioHS, 
' without rrri fir efeetng it f lamvt- 
' ry ready la explain than. Bf 
4^ JtwUh prctepd^, » 0$taitt^ 
' what is /aid about the btble, « fr 
far from any fatyr oit that faered hooi, that it it 
tBMtftfiljt and^ tntff one upon them vibt matt hut 
bttlt or noufiofit. 

At t0 the ch2ra£terfl tmd infcriptiont at tbt 
tndj, JJiiU think them jo juji, that 1 am not Kit 
to repent of them % which ^may ferve to Jhew .mt at 
much a friend to weU grounded panegyrity dt^J. . 
tvtr. Jbti^ be a foe to allfalfe cohering. Th^fJlJ 
iu futh thing ae pr^l0 and blamfi where they 4 
tut applied j and^ as I take upon me t$, expifi fl 
«w, Ithini Inetdafli tie pardon for atttu^ti^gli 
praSlfitht other* j^ 



DEDICATION 

TO A 

Gfeat Man, 

Coaceniag 

Dedications, ^c. 



My Lord, 

I O U R lordihip and I ue not af 
' all acquainted, I therefore take'" 
I'leave to be very fiamiliar widt" 
L you, and to derireyou tO'be iB]r " 
patron, bccaufe you do not know 
I me, nor I you : nor can this manner of addreTs 
I feem firange to your lordfbip, whilft it it yni- 
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ranted by fuch numerous precedentSv I. have 
known an author praife an earl for twenty pages 
together, though he knew nothing of him, .but 
that he had money to fpare. He made him wife, 
juft, and religtpus, for no reafon in the world^ 
but in hopes to find hia> charitable \ and gave 
him a mofi bountiful heart, becaufe he himfelf 
had a»moft, empty $oma<?h. This pr^ce Kcing 
geiieral, kis avery eafy matter to guefs, by the 
fize of the panegyric, how wealthy the patron 
may be, or how hungry the author \ if it exceeds 
three pages, .you may pawn all the blood in your 
body upon it, the Wfiter has fafled three days ( 
and that his lordfbip, among all his other good 
parts, has at lead ten thoufand pounds a year. 

From all this we may learn, that a great 
man's fortune is as eafily khown from a dedi- 
cation to -him, as from the rent-roll of his 
eftate ; and that his bounty to the author, is 
only wages for publifhing his wealth to the 
world* 

It is likewife evident, that no lord of a low 
fortune muft exped an humble admirer among 
us wits and writers, unlefs he bargain with irt 
at a fet price, and give us fo much a piece for 
every good quality he has occafion for. 

We mutt not therefore judge of the high and 
migbtyj as they are defcribed in the frontifpiece 
of books and poeois. Your dedhators are a 



IV\«« 
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fort of intelle£1ual taylors^ that cut out cloaths 
for a great man's mind without ever taking 
meafure of it. They have, indeed, two rules 
from which they never depart : firft, the drefs 
muft be gaudy ; and, fecondly, it muft never 
fit. Their bufincfs is to make it of a vaft di- 
menfion, and to cover it all over with ttnfeh 
If the fuit be bulky and fhining, the poet has 
the reputation of a fkilful trade/man ; for the 
fluff y^A the exaSfnefs are never confulted. 

I would, upon this occafion, congratulate the 
quality upon the advantage which it is to them, 
to have their characters drawn by fuch as ei- 
ther do not, or dare not> know them ; and con- 
fequeotly will be fure not to put their graces, 
ind ^ lordibips, and ladyfliips, out of counte* 
muicc" ■ ■ ' A convenient piece of good breed- 
ing I for which, I hope, they are thankful. 

For myfdf, when I fee a long drift of ex* 
tellehcies and talents crammed down a noble- 
man's throat, who has no reliih of them, or 
right to them, I am not at all furprized, becaufe 
I am' fure it is not meant as an encomium upon 
kis honour, but meerly as a declaration of the 
autbor^s wants, and a heavy complaint of naked- 
nefs and hunger. 

Some may reckon a dependance on a great 
man the beft reafon and ' foundation for dedi'^^ 
tttHng to him ) but I am not of their opinion. 

B 3 Foe 
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For. my part» I have no manner of depcndance* 
on any Jlar and garter in Great^Britain^ as any 
pne may ohfetvc from the chearfulnefs of my 
looks and the integrity of my life : I own,, 
that fetting up for a writer, I|udged it conve- 
nient to me and my book, to call in your lord-^ 
fliip for an aiSftant, but no farther than juft ta 
fet off 2uid honour my title-page*. I at firft^ 
indeed) intended to let the whole credit of the 
thing icmain with you, by entitling my pano- 
pblct, Jn EJJhf 6f a Man cf ^ualits/ 1 hut nijr 
^ookfeller^ who is Sk iinoaky fellow^ wd kb-^ 
derftaods the puUe of the people perfe^y well'^ 
fell into a great rage, and alked ,me for the fii^ 
(hillings again, which he had advanced .tomp*. 
by v^ay of encouragement, a week before. He 
told me, he had neither pleafure nor profit ia 
felling uHi^i paper to the grocers at Iwa pecM^ 
a pound. Why, (ays hf | the famous Ifafj^ 
iDJight as rationally have wxit aqua Jirtb .i^foa 
his elixir : Jtn Effof pf a Man rf ^uaGty / if^I 
were to chain the book to my cooipter, it would 
not make it a more everlaftiag Ihopkeeper than 
this very title : it is as bad as a fpell ; and the 
IDoft fi[d venturous reader will not prefunie to 
open the book that is fortified with it.L-«-^Noy 
no s if you muft have the firoot of your book 
cinl^dilUbcd with ibmething of thU^ you may 

catl 

/ ... ... . . .-«-- 
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rail It, A Letter to a Great Man : fincc you do 
not najnc him. People will naturally imagine 
there is fomclhirig in it exceeding laucy and fa- 
tyrical ; and that very thought will make your 
pamphlet popular.— I have followed his ad- 
vice, and am the other five fiiUliags the richer 
for it. 

But, as t was telling your lordfhip, reliance 
On a great man is not a good reafon for dedi'^ 
'tatthg to him ; for either he will receive the 
prefent of your praife as a jufl tribute for fuch 
your dependance, (and then where is yout pay, 
and the due hire of your fweat and invention ?) 
ox elfe he will reward you with a fort of coin 
called promifeSj Itamped with his honour, but 
never Current amongft (hopkeepers and vi£tua« 
allers. Alas ! who will give you an ell of 
^loth or a cut of be^ upon it Mt is a lament* 
able ttung the world flunild be arrived to fuch 
a P9tch of lll^breedingy thatJiow-a-daysa great 
inanli i^oAl and honour are at little minded by 
thf reft of th9.W(^dj as by bimfelf. 

And fo r will proceed to aflfert, that the on- 
ly proper patroOrfor an author to infcribe his 
worki to, is one to whom he is an utter firan- 
. ^er, who having had no nuinner of commerce 
'with the aforefaid author, can underftand his 
^dedication to be nothing ejfe but an elegant de« 
naod hx fuch a fum of ready money. Dedica- 

B 4 tiont 
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tions are therefore bills of exchange, drawn-hy 
the witty upon^the great, and payable at fight* 
But, left the worthy offering ihould not be ua* 
derftood, or recompenfed as it ought to be, througji 
the deplorable ignorance of the quality, whofe 
high chara£lers place them far above the reactl* 
of knowledge and the impulfes of humanity,. I 
have, for the. benefit of my worthy companions. 
in the hbours of the ftandifli, drawn up th.e 
following form, with which I would have all 
dedications to concUidei. 

To the Right Honourable Dives Earl of Wldefieldi. 
Debtor to Paul^Poormtj for the Jollowing goods 
fold and delivered, /. /• d*. 

Imprimis y For a large ftock oflearn-7 

f ^ . J C 02 TO 00 

ing, very much wanted — — \ 
Item^ For a barrel of rare eloquence,> 

admired by all the world, but |^ 05 dO OO 

never yet ufed —— >-^ - ■ ■. J 
Item^ Forasmuchjttftice^dhoiiour? 

as a great man has occafion - V^^^ '^ 

It em J For a hog(he«l ofcourage iw 7 

never few the fun, r-- - V"" '''' ^"^ 

Itemy For half a pound of wit and !/•!--> 

mour, being aH I had to l^are, f ' 

but very good in their kind, andf^^ ^° ^ 

dog cheap, ■ ■■ ■ ^ - — J 

Itemf 



It. 
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lum^ For a long line of lineafj^,, and 
. great quantities of ancient blood 

neither of them meafured, but on 

ly guefled at, ————— — 

Itgm^ 'Fpr prilling your anceftors, un- 1 ^^ 

known, — — y ; — \ 

Item^ For admiring your lady's beauty I 

r u* r TOO 10 00 

uniight, unfcen, — — J 

/mn. For a graceful perfon, all of my 7 

own making, 1 1 ^* '^ ^^ 

/T/XTf, For feveral thimble-fulls of ge 7 

nerolity, a fcarce commodity ! y^® ^* ^5 

4 . ■ , 

Sum Total 28 03 6i 
My Lord^ 

* T Have fent you the abovementioned goods^ 

* ^ being the beft my garret affords, and at the 
« loweft price. I hope they will pleafe you* 
« You will find in the cargo feveral things 

* I have not itenCdj viz. A large parcel of vir- 

< tue^ and another of good-nature j becaufe I 

* knew you wanted them as much as any of the 
c reftt Thcfc two articles will raife the 

< whole to at leaft even thirty pounds i and I 

* have drawn a bill upon your lordfhip accord- 
« ingly, which I beg your lordlhip to pay at 
^ fight ; for, I affure you, I have had preifing; 

< occailon for the money long before it was due,. 
V B 5 * ImlghJr 
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* I mtgbt ba¥e foiMid chtptmen for tti«fe £o^)i& 
^ JtmoBg verjT maiif of the ndbility lAd gtstiy,. 
^ a» unprovided #ith them as yourflefr; bit tout 
«of pvie refjpeft to foor loidfliij^, I Mfotred 
4 yen (hoild hiEhft Ae lefiifid »i »i»' > ■ i' IirfieBu 

Your UrifUp^s mjt ot^gfJ^ 
Moft devoted^ 

In tbis plam maimer would I have at»» 
ihors treat their patrons. The £ud thirtT^ 
pounds may probably be all the poet^ ftotk » 
'and wits, dealing the leaft upon mdit, '■ eU 
'ther in felMng or buying, tS ^nf fraHMg p^m. 
fU in the world, have the more occafion ion 
ready money. 

Your loidfliip liiajr by this perceive, imw £ 
'cxpe£t to be treated and rewa^ed for the foU 
lowing panegyric on yourfelf. 

In attempting your charaSer, (to ufe the fac 
ftionable phrafe) I (hall begin vdth Che iiiti-> 
quity of your boufe, equally old and ilhtftri^ 
ous. Your anceftors won honours, and you^: 
my lord, wear them ; how well they become 
: 70U, I need not iiy, the lame beidg as eviifene 

to 
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the whole world as (o me. You would, no 
tfoubt, acquire new ones, were there any room 
lleft for them ; but what occafion have you to 
il 2Dd ftruggle for that which is already pro^ 
ided foi you by others \ and it is a plun in- 
^anceof your conrumoiate prudence> that your 
«afe is by rio means interrupted by any the leaft 
^lurfuit of this kind. If any dare infoiently call 
in (jueftion your glory, {hew them your coat 
pi arms, and the number of your manors % 
^rike them dumb, by telling them of the nobi- 
Jity of your blood, and blind, by diewing them 
■^e fplcndor of your race. 

^i- Nobility is held by patent, and where is the 
■tecelBty of another tenor by virtue? a piece 
cf parchment is a much more portable inftru> 
Your lordlhip feenas apprized of the dif- 
(i^iculty of excelling in any thing, and therefore 
wifely forbears drudging for fame. Your an- 
ceflors excelled for you : they, by having man/ 
Dmplilhmems, have faved you the trouble 
having any. The luftre of their names 
lines ftill upon you.though exceedingly weakened 
the length of the journey, having fpcnt 
lany of its rays in its paHage throujih three or 
generations who wanted its influence u 
luch as yourfelf. Thcu, if we trace the merit 
a great iamily, it ia like the cotirfc of a rivw 
iTcited, largeA towards the founUin, 

B 6 Should 
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ShoiiTd' lUiy on^ mate ah ill^bfed ^bmparifoi^ 
(which God forbid) betwixt' your liordflitp and 
the founders = of your houfey you could fliew 
liihiy' or I for you, that you po&fs (evierd arts 
and' acqukements, which the'did fttOitoned-M^ 
%W89 «#ith airtheir^^blKtf«is «nd fedg Inwrdsi 
'were titter flrangers W«^ If one of your- Ibrc^ 
fcthers was a griat orator, knd coulcl d6'#ofl^ 
4er8 with his mouth;; your lordfliip is as dex- 
trous in the exercife of the orgaii next to it, 
and can take fnuflF with great volubility:^ 
iRoftriL What though another of your^aindfii^ei 
was an able politician, •» perfon ■of- greai cuii*^ 
toing and braim I the #utfide of His head Vas 
not half fo well inftruAed as your own: yot 
have more curls in the co?ering (rf* yours, than^ 
he had wiles in the lining of his : his was. 
equipped by painfiil ftwly> yours is edified- by 
your painful- barbei»*^ A third was a brave foK 
dier, but Were he put- fia handle your' cane or 
your fiiufF-bto, he wc^ld be at as great a lofs^. 
as you, my lord, would be to handle his lun- 
cheon. A fourth fat up at nights, and lived by 
his clients ; but your ' Ibrdfliip, more-' happy 
'and lefs lieafned, lies a bed an day, -andtives 
liy your tenants. AJl'thefe laboured for yout 
grandeur and fupport, forefeeing, as one WouM' 
imagine^ that you would have need of theic 

aidb 
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md. . And it cannot, be denied, that it is-po£« 

iible one maj he fo great a man zs to be good 

fir littli* Wifdom and worth, we fee, cannot 

•be entailed like titles and acres. It were, in^ 
deed, to be wUbed, that a wife bead and an 

-iMMiefi heart could beget their likenefs, and 
tbat lamoiis men could tranfmit their pans 

. with their titles to their pofterity $ but fince 
that cannot be, their defcendants muft comfort 

. tbemfelvea with being a-kin tooierit^ though ever 

-fo remoirif » 

Nothing is nsore frequent and naturar, thaj» 

•to value oiirfelves upon that which is none^ 
purs. . Of this I have» in my tinier feen feve- 
ral melry infiances. ' I knew a threlher in 
WiUJhin^ who was fo elevated upon his bra* 
Iher's being made a parfop, and promoted to a 
curacy of twenty pounds a year, that be 
Arew away his Hail, as a difcredit to one 

'who was nearly related to fo great a man, 
and betook himfelf to poaching in the river, 
as a more gcntlemaa-like way of life. It was 
obferved of him, that ever afterwards he rolled 
bis dockings, whereas he had before always 
humbly buttoned. his breeches over them. It is 
find, he threatens to leave the village where he 

.was^born, :becaufe the ill-bred inhabitants ftill 
continue to ftile him no bighei: than bare Gaffit 



fittMj^ Asttifexltftd to^i aoMitUbn^tog ilM 
1ii»4>ri0Clier:»^ cmme-: but it k ^MglliVllriB 
liigh^^Uited spcrfott Witt \m dtfallpoiiitfi^.-tftf 
ihAt.jio. ptriib iwiU iviPtbf ikiiti !iiUi^Mlc^ 

iMble :<Uood: batvvid^ nadcrftnndiftgl, sHUi 
«tlw Jtpmt^'€i('AwiJlc$mitff bkokCnliii^ lUbB^ 
di» a ^putc wtlh A barber that .^daUod Um Ai 
stgaorant UW^yihi aDfu^cirodf . ^h;:«qpvJ /ftmilit 
ifcif. tbiugb fy 0kU neither reeJmr piri0^:^k\fih 

Hiicr. Tike i baiipoer^ ''vrtiQ wa$ cb«(|..^ ^firiia>.'o£« 

jflterf ]mf{»edfoll]r. ^ve up ^Ae difpuit «> iUa 

f, ii in fcaroe t» (>e peroMved bow difiifiv^ «M 
flftulH^yiAg a ^ttle good Uood iai t)bc, jia* 
«»afe c£ the bkfied vir^*^ miik, hy ^ :i|i|i- 
^ipc.aad auwafcmcnt ioS.p$p^ aionka^' is 'l^at 
jBooe fliiraciiloi0« How miafijr lihoiilqmdb :$9id 
^thcmfeWct etoicbid by 4^ or nthervioipovt- 
iiilhad I ioi nodiq^ is oiore apt to torn the hndh; 
ttnd it It olMi got ioiio 'the Jioad,. wheii tberr ia 
IMA half a dfop #f if in thto arierita» 

We majr obfenrity by ;tfat waqs Chat wc apr 
4twr twtirdl ndaM to tht- grbai«ft m«A of cwur 
jhtoods tlMptf^ : rMQftd femm ftfi^tiom 6obi 



^^ 
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Irim. If our great grandfather, for inflanco- 
'tPll a wife man, and our grandfather and father 
<s hrace of fools, we (kip the two laft, and be- 
<otne, after a wonderful manner, the immediate 
idefcendants of the Arft. Thus a man become* 
^e very next in blood to, perhaps, the firft 
of his name, who lived 300 years ago, and 
.fcoms to be in the leaft a kin to the pcrfon that 
%egot him : You fliall not meet with, a Jew wha 

'Is the fon of his father — No, he ts the 

Ion of Abrahamy who has been dead fo manjp 
thoufand years, and yet is ftill forced to father 
•a fwarthy race of brokers and beggars. la 
Il>e fame manner has king Cadweliad^r begot 
♦■very mother's fon that ha* been bom in 
' 'tfaUi for five hundred generations. I know a 
*lady, who is far gone in genealogy and pride, 
^hofe father had, with a great title and es- 
tate, a great faculty likewife of drivelling { 
liim fhe never mentions, as being, I fuppofei 
"do ways related to him ; but a great man of 
'her name, who liv'd in (he reign of ff^lHem 
Rufuit is her good and right well-beloved kinf- 

man He was, I take it, either her undc> 

or, at fartheft, her coufm-german. 
" This picking and culling of our anceflort* 
' (a» if it hy at our mercy, after we are brought 
'into tbe world, who Ihould biing us thither) 
^ (hews 



1 6 jlCoKbiM fir Low Spirits. 

fhews great .ambition, but foiall policjr* Foi^ 
certainly, we (hould be exceeding careful not 
to mention ourfelves with.fMcb of our ancef* 
tors with whom we cannot ftand a coippari* 
fon« A dwarf may drut upon tbe ifaoulders 
of a pant,- but ftill his'dwsttffkip^. is tiie moff 
coiifpicvious from ^efoompftny/ hp keeps.; and 
many a man dimbs only to (bew bU elevated 
littlenefs. This is all wrong. — :-«.T1iey that 
would appear. talJ, ought to conver/e only witk 
the fhort, if 'they Iwould take a natural i^etbod 
of corning at the.fcope of iheir ambition. I 
therefore a^ptove the ' prudence and policy of 
oqF' woribipful country er<|uire8 and fox-hunt«> 
drs, who^ fo^ the fake of having daily conu* . 
|>anion8, ' at leaft fomething below themfelves 
in fpeech and underftanding, fpend all their 
time with dumb creatures, and live and die 
.among horfes and dogs. An honeft gentleman, 
:Whofe fpeaking organs WQuld be of no ufe to 
him in the fenate or in coaverfation, ihall be 
very eloquent in an ailembly of hounds, and, 
.with great force and fluency of throat, out do 
his brother-orators in their own way^ The 
wifdom of thefe worthies, who are educated in 
the kennel, goes farther yet ; . for every man 
chufes for hb tutor that beagle whofe voioe 
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he is mod capable of imitating : inromuch>> 
that as foot! as I hear one of thofe academics 
begin his exercife, that is, to open, I can pre- 
{iently pronounce whofe pupil he has been^ 
whether bred under DoSor Jowler^ or Do£lor 
Sweetlips, At prefent Doctor Ringwoad is more 
famous than all the reft,, for the number of 
fcholars he has trained up ; I know feveral of 
them, myfelf, and particularly a. hopeful young 
gentleman, the eldeft fon of a baronet^ who 
is a great proficient in this kfnd of throatr 
learning.. ■ ■■■ It is believed he is now fit to 
bead the pa^ck: himfelf^ in the abfence of hifi ^ 
iaid mafter, the polite HoSjj^i Bangvudod. When 
this ingenious young, heir difplays his. wiod^ 
pipa^ bU^faothi;r'3 heart beats iot joy, jmd ,th5|^< 
ol4 .liiight telTs the company, with a winl;;. 

and a; nod, Harry is father- s 9wn fon, Now 

thus fiyr al^l is well, when ambition goes hand 
in band with capacity. But, Sir John^ not 
content with thefe excellencies in himfelf and 
his fony will be ever and anon mentioning the 
virtues and talents of his anceftors,. who were^ 
indeed, great men : however, the knight never 
concludes without indnuating his own praife^ 
and that of his heir^ by aflferting, that not 
one of his forefathers could compafs a bumper^ 
or fill a hunting-horn.. , 

Havinjf 
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Hisiving thus my lord, done juftice to yo«f 
pedigree, I fliall proceed next to the cohfKlera- 
tion of your fortune^ 

The founders of families are generally t>i^ 
vrdem enough to fupport the titles they leave 
behind them with futtible eftates^ wKidh is a 
ihoft comtnendable care ! for, alas ! as th^'World 
tuns, what is blood without richies? (honey 
•nd land are the very t^uchftones of quality. 
Antiquity may be over-looked, but aci^s aris 
"HhJAU hwwws* Nothirig is v^oit illuftrlous than 
:« long rent«>roll \ without it the inoft 'f&&a&^ 
ing and fplendid patent has ho' power over the 
fieaits or bats of m afiembly. It is confeflS^f 
neither fiuntily nor riches make the kaft al^ 
deration in the human frame. An <farldom 
cannot cufe a (linking breath, nor make the 
ftull batf adn ihch thinner ; and a great maa 
^tttay be a dwarf 6r a fcotindrel^ with half a 
-ttifllien of m6ney^ or half a country in Hfs 
yoXkXSuM. AUxWiiif thi Great had a wiy 
neck, (periiiips with catrying the globe tipoh 
fiis batk}' of which the propriety of the wotf^ 
tould not cure him. iBut I am only talkilhg ilf 
Tifufedj and hot rtal^ greatnefs, and cafthot b<i^ 
eongratulate your lordfhip upon the real kind- 
tiefi whith is done jm^ in particular, by tfib 
diftindtion. 

Yott, 
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You, my lord, have a double right to re- 
ipe^ from your title^ and from your afflu^ 
ence. The fatter is indeed die le(s wtNthy ; 
and yet, fudi is the bigotry of ibe world to 
v^Ith, that were it not. for th^y the former 
'■ would l^dly be regarded* Nayj^ to deal inge- 
mlottfly with your lordfliip, had I not knoWn 
you to be rich, I ihould, perhaps, nerer. have 
known you to be noble ; and then your lord- 
ihip and I Ihould never have been patron vxit 
client, nor maidfesnd been inftruAed in jrour 
cbanUSer. I would not therefore, for lefs than 
Mny fomtisy that your brdfbip fiiould have 
Wahted this opportunity of obH^ng ^^ofterity 
and myfetfl Go on» Mf teed*,, in the path$ of 
lionottr, that is, m the art of getting ; and con- 
tinue to bt deferving, that is,, to be rich. 

From your lordfliip's wealth it is natortf 
•aoiigh to make a tranfition to youv kM^U 
ifiiip^wit; fince, according to the laudabfcr 
ctviKty x£ the world, the man Who has fu£« 
citQcy of bags is, fure to be endowed with 
||lffidencyx>f brain* . It is very obfervaUe thas 
tfiQiJ^ wit has feldom^ or never the fenfb ta 
fidk into the road of gain^ and therefore your 
Hfi^tf men are the fooliflirft 'fellows in the 
KporUy that is to fay, the pooi^ft \. yet riches^ 
on the contrary, never fail to dubb ;s b>fA: ^ 
yASf man ; and a dtince no fooner ceafes to be 
poor, but he is tranfmuted into tf^n(;^^«^/«£ 

filUUi^ 
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'fellow. Tbe reafon of this muft be that t&tf 
wit of a poor man, lying only in the infide cf 
his head, is altogether invifible and unregard« 
ed \ whereas the wit and parts of the weal- 
thy being entirely without the fcull, and coa- 
fifting of aflets and effects, are honoured be* 
caufe they are obvious. A man, who has wiC 
in cheftfuls, and a genius that confifts of feve* 
ral manors, will never want the praifes whichr 
are due to fuch uncommon talents. I could 
. mention many worthy citizens who have vaft 
capacities at fea, and are wonderfully witty 
in warehoufes, and moft ingenious in bank* 
fiock, befides others whofe abilities are as conr 
ipicuous in the Exchequer ^ 

I ;caxmpt bg£ lament^ on this occaitoo^. wkfil 
ft feeling concern, the invincible^ obftacldr 
which hinder that, unhappy wit, which is meer^ 
ly internal, from rifing into notice and rc^ 
putation. Alas ! {ahftt tnvidia vrrio) there is 
no wit at all in being hungry, and where is the 
jeft of having but one {hirt ? a wrg without 
buckle is but dull entertainment, and a thread-' 
bare coat has no manner of force upon the 
mufcles. I can fpeak it from experience, there 
is no joke in an empty purfe. I had therefore 
no expedient left to procure me a little wit^ 
but the letting out my parts to hire> as I now 

d^ 
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!d to your lordflilp. Thirty pounds^ my lord. 
Frugally managed, will make me a wife man 
For three months together. Your lordfcip, 
jirho hath talents of a vaft extent, for feveral 
miles round you, and vaft parts in ca(h and 
bank bills, has not only a fufficient bulk of 
penetration and wifdom to ferve you for life, 
but will rfoubtlcfs tranfmit the fame fubftan- 
tial accompli(hments undiminiflied to your pof- 
terity. My lord Clarendon tells us, that 
OUver CromweWs abilities feemed to raife in 
proportion to his advancement in power : and 
your lord(hip*s wit arid fenfe that are now fo 
bidky, andoffuch mighty circumference, would 
certainly have been invifible to the huztard 
world, to this hour, had not your fortune lifted 
them and you into obfervation. 

1 do not fay all thb to prove to your lord- 
ihfp, that your lordfliip has a great deal of 
wit ; it is the lad thing you want to be con- 
vinced of. — But it is my ambition to get 
myfelf a little wit and "'wifdom with your 
money, and it is but reafonable I fhould do 
fomething for it. I owe my landlady for a 
quarter's- lodging, and my laundrefs for a 
month*s wafhing ; they arc the two firft whom 
I intend to fatisfy that I am a fendble man : 
for I already find, by their four looks, they 
hfBgin to queftion my parts. My flioc-maker 

tOO) 
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CoO) and feveral other tradefmen, want fadly t»: 
handle feme proofs and inftances of my wit aa4'< 
genius*. It would be barbardus in yoarlordfll^* 
to let me pafs any longer for a feoi amdngft^V 
thefe fellows, whom one ca^nnot Kve w^diove^ 
For a fmall natter of that fort of good (enliiy: ( 
which is called money, I fiiaU &id admrntioi*:^ 
among them, and, which is better, credit and^ • 
new (hoes* I . have often been witty to the . 
beft of my (kill, at the tavern, ovea a bottle:; 
of wine ; but the blockhead the vintner it . 
fo. dull and covetous, that he can fee no^wift:. 
about me, but ,wbat I tell out between my ^x» 
gcr and my thumb, a piece of ingenuitjr-f 
which I am not always mafter of. O the dec ^ 
generacy of the age ! Sm y$lmfin has frequently 
paid his reckoning in a couplet, and. lived '■• * 
comfortably and merrily a whole winter's' 
night upon a pun. Alas 1 I do not believe^ . 
in this iron age, a canto of an hundred flavea , 
would bring a quart of Sherry^ or a pound, of ; 
falmon. Many a wit would be forced to pawn J 
his coat (if any perfon would take it) for a din- 
ner, did not the charitable bookfeller adranor '< 
him half-a-crown on his new poem, and hj ^ 
that means pay him half in hand. 

If a certain eminent merchant had not man!** «' 
fefled his uncommon undir/ianding in the uncom^k < 

mon 
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flMDrntimbor of hU fliips, and bis barmcnkut 
^J^tjfiiimf (tuneful would havfi done better) in 
thfi'cbiming of bi9 bags, the blummfi tf tb§ 
tntmp^rabli Mr. Durfey's natmrt^ would never 
b^yjs.raiiM fo mzny plauditorf piants in the largg 
fi^. of the faid merchant's commendations : 
but. tbat venerable lyric knew too well the 
itiffiaufi. pfkis patron* s humour^ not to expe£l from 
flt an order upon his goldfmith, where the bar* 
pmdsuM Jtmgbt keeps the opulent marks of his 
UM£ommoM underjiaiuiing. How large a tafte he 
afibrded Mn Durfj oi his parts^ I know not; 
what I am to expc£i from yours, my lord, I 
knoWf ajod fo will your lordfliip too, whea 
you have perufed this uncommon dedication^ 

I have, by this time, I hope with fufficient 
dearneis, difplayed to my readers, that is, to 
the whole world, tbo quality and extent of your 
Mfliip's wit. If I have but liQile to fay of 
yoMT elpquence, it is becaufe you bave^ hitherto 
ftewn but little. But this is owing to nothing 
but choice and refervedneis on your part : 
YxMir modefty, my lord, like a pot-lid, fmo- 
fbers the overflowings of your fpirtt, and fup« 
poifles the ebullition of your rhetoric. Ic be- 
comes me to believe you could do wonders this 
^y> if you would. Why will you thus neg- 
le^ and conceal yow abilities, and obfiinately 

periift 
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perfift to be only a bearer in the fctiatc. . I dt ' 
not queftioii, but even this omiffion and feem- 
. ing indolence is praife-worthy, and public*; 
fpirited. Your lordfhip, no doubt, confiders^ 
that the very lifteners in public afiemblies, 
are promoting the trade of their country, while 
they confume fnuiF, and wear out handkerchief. 
Thus is the intereft of mankind advanced by. 
idlenefs and incapacity itfelf. 

Befides when I reflefl how m\ich tongue- 
artillery is daily wafted without doing the leaft 
execution, I mud applaud it as a piece of pru« 
dence and humanity in your lordftiip, to avoid 
the (bedding of innocent words. How many 
excellent orators have we, who are inftrudive . 
without being underftood, fevere without being 
felt, and loud without being heard. What pity 
is this ! commend me to thofe that fit ftill aiid 
take fnufF, becaufe they have nothing tb 
fay. I have often lamented and fighed in my 
clofet, that men's tongues (hould have more 
fpccd than their underftandings. When our 
fpirits are heavy and grave, it is but reafonable 
the tongue (hould be (hod with lead. But» 
alas ! our chops, when once they are fet a go- 
ing, generally (hew our intellefts a pair of 
heels, and gallop away with fuch fleetnefs, 
that even the memory itfelf is diftanced, as 
fwift as it is. 

Were 
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Were the tongue only to move by the cli- 
Tc6Hon of good fenfe, how many worthy Englijh 
gentlemen and fine ladies would live and die 
fecretly dumb ? This putting of the jaws upon 
hard labour without profit, and committing a 
rape upon peoplc3 ears without the confenC 
of their hearts, is a notorious nuifance and 
breach of the peace. It is an offence to others^ 
and a diflemper in ourfelves. This difeafe 
I <:all the upward loofenefs ; and it is in feveral 
refpefis as naufeous as that below ; nay, it 
fotnetimes equally affronts the fenfe of fmelling, 
as when the fpeaker*s lungs are not over ortho-^ 
dox, orfo. 

It is really a miferable cafe, that when a 
chattering booby finds himfelf loaded with a 
turbulent quantity of words and wind, which.. 
he has a mind to difcharge, I mufl be obliged to 
fland the fhot of his noife and naflinefs foe 
perhaps an hour or two together. This, I am 
fure, is contrary to the rules of equity and 
cleanlinefs ; but it feems I am bound to it by 
the laws of courtefy and good breeding. 

What I have here faid of loquacity, concerns 
only private converfation : But when this in- 
fult upon our fenfes appears in public affem- 
blres, it is yet more intolerable. Why mufl pra- 
ting oafs (empty of every thing but froth and 
clamour) be for ever fuf&red, without rebuke^ 

Vox. L C V^ 
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to be fpewing up their ill-fcented crudities 
in the faces of men that are either wife or 
brave ? I would humbly propofc, for the eafc 
of this Chfiftian country, that whenever an 
orator of this fort begins to gape and flrain^ 
one of the company (hall go up to hijn, and, 
taking hold of his button,, tell him, 5/r, / ant 
forry to fee you troubled withfo violent a vomhing : 
Or, perhaps, it may be more proper, without 
faying a word, to run with a chamber-pot, 
and hold it up to his chin. For this purpofe, 1 
would decree^ that every place of public meet- 
ing in this ifland be provided with one or more 
of thefe neceffary vejjels^ either to receive or re- 
ilrain the overflowings of indigefted oratory* 
jf one of thefe emetic fpeakers cannot conve* 
niently be come at, it is only crying, To ibe 
thamber-pot I and, if he has fhame in him> he 
will grow well, and fit down. 

There is fomcthing exceeding infoletit in thefe 
long-winded talkers* What right has any 
man living to lay an embargo upon my throat, 
when at the fame time he keeps his own open ? 
He that ufurps the whole difcourfe, lays thb 
modeft injun£lion upon the whole company ; 
namely, to heflent^ and hear him. 

The ladies, indeed, who underftand their pri- 
vileges much better than w^ do ours, are not 
^nlUvcd by our lules s but^ though there be a fcore 
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•of them together, exert the faculty of fpeech 
:aH at once : And really, if we do but remembef 
that it is their whole bufinefs'and ambition to 
be only voluble, without troubling themfelves 
with bring intelligible, we cannot blame them 
for exercifing their tongues, as they do their 
fanS) in all weathers, merely for a little pa<* 
cade, or becaufe they are ufed to it. Ladies, 
therefore^ when they are flattering either of 
thefe inoffenfive inftruments,' ought not to be 
interrupted with the offer of the chambek'-pot $ 
for, if it be only the pravity of the intentioii 
that makes actions criminal, it is evident they 
can be no offenders, who fpeak without any 
intention at all, I know the fair prattlers are 
(b overftocked with felf-denial, that they will 
humbly difown this my jufiification of theih, ai 
what they do not deferve ; but I am refolved 
to per&ft, and make them innocent in fpite of 
themfelves. But as fof thofe of my own fex, 
who are addicted to purge at the mouth, I (hall 
ntvcr revoke my decree againft them, or any 
of them, except fuch as honour the" truth, and 
^ly corifefs, that though they talk much, they 
tican nothing. And, indeed, it cannot be denied, 
ut very many well meaning perfons ?.ri; :be- 
rical for no reafon in the earth, but becaufe 
7 are not retentive \ and fo are forced to break 
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words purely for thtir eafe.. When a man's 
tongue is always ready bi idled and faddled, he 
cannot help it if it will run away with him. 

This kind of eloquence, like an ill breath, 
is curable but one way, and that is, by tying a 
certain ligature, called a haher, round the pa- 
tient's neck, and girding it, until you have quite 
flopped up the gutter through which the aforefaid 
excrements do ifTue^ 

But as this remedy might prove fomewhat 
dangerous to many thoufands of his majefty's 
geod fubjedls, I ihall be cautious in recommendiog 
this public fpirited proje£):, though I am fully 
convinced it would effedually dedroy all hi$.eae-* 
mies within thefe his dominions. But a& I am a 
friend to the tranquility and nofes of mankind, 
I will make bold to preferibe zfucadaneum ; that 
is to fay, an equivalent for banging. 

As a fpecific, therefore, againft the dreadful 
cffe£ls of this foetid and epidemical diftemper, 
I would advife the fick body, when the fit is 
coming upon him, (which he will perceive by an 
ungovernable agitation in his jaws, and an in^ 
ceflant rattling in his throat) to withdraw, 
hhnfelf immediately from company, and em^ 
ploy thefe indefatigable organs in running over 
a chapter or two in the bible. People, I know^ 
particularly my patients^ will make a horrid 

outcry 
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Cfutcry againft the difiqfiefulnefs of this reme- 
dy, but that can be no objection againft the 
uk of it, fince the bittereft drugs are often the 
moft fucccfsful. Befidcs, it is well known, that 
til medicines that dij^ofe to Jleep^ are harjh and 
vnpalatabU. Of this nature are the numerous 
and powerful opiats, which come daily from the 
prefs and the pulpit. A dofe or two of fcrip • 
ture, if people would but be perfuaded to take 
it, (Sed hie labor ^ hoc opus ejl !) would compofe 
Ihofe convulfions of the chaps, and that flux 
of fpeech which hitherto have been thought 
incurable. But let none defpair ; for though their 
mouths be dry, and their lips chapped with 
the perpetual evacuation of eloquence and fpit- 
tle ; though^ their heads ach with nodding, and 
dieir eyes with winking ; nay, though their 
throats ihould be riven with hemming, and 
their wind-pipes with ftraining ; nay, even though 
their very arms ihould be jaded with explain- 
ing their {lories, and their canes worn out with 
enforcing their orations, yet I, the Doftor, will 
by the bleffing of the bibU on my endeavours, 
work a perfe£i cure. 

This fecrct, which I found out by great in- 
duftry and }ong ftudy, I might, like other great 
phyficians, have kept to rayfelf j but I prefer 
knowledge, and the good of mankind, to living, 
in ignorance^ and keeping a coach. 
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For your many excellent fpeakers that can>^ 
not read, I mud find out fome other cure. Per«» 
haps it may be no inefFediual method to aflc 
them, whether they will give what they fajr 
under their hands, and to prefent ihem at the 
iame time with pen, ink, and paper : You (hall 
find they will immediately grow iby of aittfting 
it inJofiUmn a manner j and fo recover to avoid 
4iigrace. N. B. This remedy eiFe£lually cures^ 
talkative beaus. 

As to the ladies, who hate every tbing that 
is unpleafottt or tmfrjhionabley L know fiiy Sfrip'^^ 
ture-Sfeafic will - never go down with then* 
without a great de^l of art. Thefc genteel well- 
bred patients would think me a ftrange rude 
fellow, (hould I advife them to fo vulgar 4 
thing as the reading of an old book ; and fo I 
find I muft grow cunning, that I may not be 
thought clownilh. Being well acquainted witi> 
the inquidtive fpirit which is in them, I intend 
to recommend the bible to them as a book that 
contains many ftrange adventures, and many 
fecrets which they never heard of before : There 
they will find gallantry anJ intrigues, fon^p, 
dances, and pretty fellows; mobbings, rebel- 
lions, and the church; hereditary right, and 
a Jewijh pretender^ who was a very handfom 
man, but had his title and complexion both 

luinjd by the gallovirs j d^ there they will find 
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courts, ravifhings, and adultery, and every 
thing that can pleafe and entertain them: Be* 
fides, the book is finely bound and gilt* I 
mention the ftrongeft motive laft, becaufc they 
may remember it moft. 

I am fenfible few of our fine ladies arc fur- 
niflied with this ufeful book, the fame being got 
intirely into the bands of their fervants, and 
other mean people, who are poor enough to be 
good Chriftians, I mufl: therefore acquaint the 
quality, that the faid book, called a hlble^ may 
be met widi at the bookfellers ; Mr. Bajketj en- 
Gouraged, I fuppofe, by this proje£^ of mine, ha- 
ving not long fince ventured upon a new im- 
preffion ; otherwife^ it is thought, bibles might, 
in a fmall time, have been out of print. 

To convince the whole world that I am alto- 
gether difinterefted in this ufefu] difcovery, I 
muft in juflice to myfelf, declare, that 1 have 
never fecn the colour of Mr. Bajkefs money ; 
for though I belong to the fociety for the refar^ 
mathn of manneny I do utterly decline the ufual 
ferquijites arifing from the execution of that of- 
fice. If Mr. Bajket indeed fhould force a bribe 
upon me, I know the courtefy of my nature 
will by no means fufFejr me to affront fo worthy 
a perfon by a rigid refufal, it being my ficd- 
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fafl: principle to fufFer rather than refift, upoir 
fuch powerful trials; as many of our.go^d and 
modeft doctors are forced into greathefs ^hd hi- 
ihoprics, in fpite of their obftinate and repeat- 
ed Nolo. But, though I {hall not fall out wi^i \Mr.. 
Bajkit for a fmall matter, I proteft before Ihuid,. 
that if he offers me above a hundred guineas,. I 
fliall be flrangely furpfized. 

However, if Mr. Bajket behaves himfelf as 
he ought to doy upon this occaiion, I intend to 
make over to him, his heirs, and affigns, the 
right of printing and publiihing my works fot 
the fpace of three hundred years ; at the end 
of which time, I do will and ordain, that the 
faid right (hall become general, and enrich the 
whole body of bookfellers, without diftindions 
requiring them, however, as a public emofu* 
ment for fo public a benefit, to apply a fmall' por- 
tion of their profits towards pulling down the 
cathedral-church of St. Pauty and rebuilding the 
fame in a manner worthy of me and my country, 
the honour whereof is hereby confulteil, as well 
as the reputation of Sir Chr'fjlopher Wrm. I fhoufd 
be willing to retrieve his credit fooner, but as 
the faid fabric is never mentioned arhong 
works of architedure, the prefent arcbited's 
name lies fafely concealed. 
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I do alfo will and appoint, that in the yt^ar 
2718, that is to fay, a thoufand years hence, the 
faid company of bookfellers fhall, at my expence^. 
that is to fay, out of the revenues accruing from 
my works, erefl: two marble ftatues to the prince 
then reigning^ the one at Charing-Crofsy and the 
other before the theatre at Oxford^ with the foU 
towing infcriptions. 

Upon that at Charing-Croft^ 

w np O Gewge ' the Twentieth^ by the grace o^ 
" God King of Great-Britain^ and Emperor 

•* of all Europei arbitrator of the peace of Jfia^ 
** and defender of the faith ; pious, clement, 
•* juft ; the nurfing father of liberty and man- 
•* kind ; bold for truth, religion, law, in op- 
** pofition to tyraqny, perfecution, fuperflition : 
** bis zeal tempered with charity, his virtue witlr 
" affability : a prince of unparalleled felf-de- 
" nial, who lofes the appearance of much glory 
^*^ by concealing the fubftance : By preventing 
** neceffities and oppreffions he prevents the re- 
•* nown of relieving them. Thus is his merit the 
** more excellent by being lefs vifible. Thdjoys 
*• and fears of his fubjeiSts are his own : Their 
^ peace is the end of all his wars, and his wars^ 
^ the means of their peace. He is magnanimous. 

C 5 andi 



34 ^ Cordial for Low Spirits* 

•* and wary. His courage never betrays want 
'* ofcircumfpeSion, nor his circunifpe£lion want 
** of courage ;. they are both eminent. His li- 
** bcrality is not confined to worth revealed, but 
** generoufly contributes to raifc it \ others have 
^' rewarded merits but he ipakes it. He is hap- 
^* py in the choice and taknts of his niinifters^ 
*• and they in the favour and fortune of their 
^^ mafter. In fhort^ this mighty emperor feems, 
•* in his whole life and royal virtues, to copy 
^ out, with great «xadnefs and fuccefs, the mofl 
'* glorious and popular o| all his numerous ance-^ 
** ftors, (?^r^/ ih firji > whofe name, notwith-» 
^^ {landing the duft and forgetfulnefs with which 
^^ other great princes and their atchievements> 
^^ are covered^ is ftill freih and amiable in our 
<< hiftory and coaverfation : it was be who laid 
^< the foundation of the fettled profperity of our 
** country, and the continued fieedom of Ettropfy 
^ *^ aided by the counfels and negotiations of Sun^ 
** derland^ Stanhpe^ and Cadogan^ great ftatefmen^, 
<^ of fuperior capacities and boundlefs humani-^ 
** ty. By their miniftration, in thk reign, was 
** firftfljaken, and, at laft, overthrown, a.formir 
<^ dable. race of ancient pagans (long flnce extindi)^ 
*' named papifts^ the blind and bloody Haves of a 
<* wily wizzard at Romey who, by the magic of 
^\ falihood axid ignoranc^;^ and by cgntinued and? 

" ua- 
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^ unrelenting murders, poifoned, ftupified, and 
" mifflcd chriftcndom for many centtrrics. A- 
^ mong the deathlefs glories of that king's reign* 
** was his having for his fubjeft ^ohn Duke of 
♦* Marlhroughy{\xrmmcA ihegreatj who forviflo- 
•* rieSj triumphs, and clemency, fir/i fhaded the 
** luftre of Julius ztid the gxe2it Macedonian, Him^ 
^ all fucceeding heroed, guided by his example^ 
** and fired by his fucjceflcs, have ftrovc to emu- 
•* late, but could never equal. Then alfo flou- 
♦^ rifhed* the immortal Mr. Addifon^ whofe fame 
** is in every mouth, and his works in every 
•* hand. In his writings are ftill feen, in all their 
** frelhnefs and glory, the divine atchievements 
** of WiUiam the thirds and the mighty Marlbo-^ 
*^ rough. The want of fuch a genius and fuch a* 
** pcn> is the grief and misfortune of the prefent 
^^ times, and has been the complaint of every 
** age between him and us. To compleat the 
^ praifes of that reign, Parker prefided in the 
" fenatc, and out of it, controlled the lawj King^ 
^ the bench, and Hoadly the mitre. 

** In this place, fome ages fince, flood a brazen 
** equejirian flatue of an old Britijh king,* whofe 
** name is omitted, becaufe his reign was unfor*^ 
,*• tunate and his end unhappy. His bigotry to 
** the ccclefiaftics was his foible, and at length* 
•* his deftruflion. "Whilft, deluded with their 
!f falfe incenfe, and miftaking f^lf-incefeft in. 

C & tbcni^ 

f CiU&|.zi If 
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'* them for loyalty to him, he made them more 
.^^ than fubjeiStS) he made himfelf lefs than a fo- 
*' vereign. He broke the confiitution, becaufe it 
*' would not bend, and banifhed the laws becaufe 
*• they would not flatter. He facrificed the crown 
^< to exalt the mitre, and opprefled his fubjecEls to 
*< fupport the crown. Monarchy and the chuec}! 
<< became at laft hateful, by making themfelves 
'^ dreadful) and, by grafping at too much, loft all. 
** The nation, after twelve years patience un^ 
*^ der the continued a0aults of rapine and ty- 
"^^ ranny, had a fortuitous but favourable oppor* 
^^ tunlty put into their hands, to relieve them- 
•* felves. They foon found themfelves ftrpng, 
«*^ and therefore grew unmanageable, and coa- 
** founding flavery with obedience, (hook o'ff 
*' both. The reft is too tragical. 

•* The whole hiftory of this ill-advifed prince, 
** is a panegyric upon his prefent majcfty, who 
** fortifies his throne, and blefles his people, by 
** following clofely the wifdom and example qf 
«* his great anceftot above mentioned, the firft 
•* of his name. 

Vpon thejlatueat Oxford. 

** npO George the twentieth^ by the grace of 
f< God, i^c. A prince, whofe flrongeft right 

*l iQ govern mankind proceeds from his being 

« the 
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*< the beft and wifeft of mankind. Nothing cait 
^' equal the peoples a(Fe<Slion to their monarchy. 
•* but the monarch's benevolence to his people. 
*^ A noble emulation ! their happinefs is \iX% 
*• ftudy ; his fafety is their care. He rules by 
** deferving to rule : this is hts opinfon, <his his 
** pra£lice. He owns no right from heaven, but 
** to do good; nor from men, but to protcft them. 
«• He detefts being a tyrant, betaufehh anceftors^ 
•* were kings. He thinks it diabolical reafoning^. 
•♦ that, becaufe he ought to defend, he may there* 
•* fore deftroy. That kings are the ordinances 
•• of God, merely for being the fcourges of God*,. 
^ he thinks to be a proportion as dreadful as- 
" abfurd, which may, with equal* juft ice, entitjfe 
** robbers and murderers to impunity and non^ 
" refiftance. The people are not jealous of the 
" prince*^ power, nor the prince of the people^s 
"' liberty. He glories in being^ limited by thfe 
** law of the land, but more in being unlimited 
*' by the love of hb fubjefls. His wifdom and 
•♦ power are employed for them ; their hearts and 
•* their purfes are open to him ; both happy ifi 
•' mutual and unreftrained confidence. Hclove^ 
" all his fubjects, and isby^/Zhis fubjefts be*- 
** loved ; this '^renowned nurfery of learning ht!^ 
•^ ting an illuftrious copy of religion and loy- 

!f alty to the remotcft nations of bis empire. 

«* And 
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<< And yet from thU ftat of knowledge /#m^*> 
*^ i^ i£ued many, black miftaof prejudice and* 
^ ignorance, and even tke peaceful mufea were 
U drawn inCo fedition and outrages. The black*^ 
^* eft perjudesand moft deftru(£live principle* 
^< wcr« openly encouraged and defended ; and 
*< religba was brougtit into real dangier^ to keep 
^ tbe chaj:ch out of iu Every a^on and every^ 
^ Aaaoie that did honour to the nation and to 
^ Biankind, waa blackened and deprelled^ vriiilft 
*^ the viteft villanies againft truth and liberty 
^ were countenanced and extolled.. Honeft men 
^ were brow-beaten^ weak men ddudied^ and 
<liprofligatea fuf^rted and proteded ; rdigiou* 
^ hotifes were pulled down by the drunken rab- 
<^ ble, and the church vindicated by blafpfaeming. 
^ mobe. Hereditary right^was fupported by per- 
^^ jury» and non-refiiftance by rebellion* Men of 
** virtue and fobriety were termed fanatics^ and 
^ the defenders of peace, liberty, and law^ re» 
^ publicans : But Giorge tbe firj}<^ who had alL 
** thofe evils in a particular manner to ftruggle 
^ with, as being levelled at his perfon and titles, 
^ at lafi overcame them all. He reformed the 
^ priefthood and purified the univerfity, and^ 
<< in fpite of pride, intereft, and a degeneracy 
«^ almoft total, reconciled thefe haughty bodies of 
•* men to evangelical religion and legal obedience^ 

^< He was the founder of our prefent greatnefs i- 

« fiwr' 
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<< for arriving at which, he chofe and pra^ifed the 
^ moft natural, moft amiable arts* He made the 
^^ ^ood of mankind the meafure of his power ;. 
^^ and by making his (ubjec^ wife and virtuous^ 
^^ taught them to be greats He made his people- 
" powerful) and they him irrefiftiblie. Dying, he 
^^ left behind him fuch a pattern of governmenr^. 
** v^icb has never failed to render all fucceeding 
^^ kings, who have followed it, profperous and 
** popular.. This they have all attempted, but 
** hiB prefent majefty with the moft fucccfs. 

** Of the reiga of Giorge the' firft no more 
^^ needs be fald ; it fhines, at this diftance, in the 
^ htftories and poems of that time \ a time 
^ fruitful in men of learning and genius, &» 
*• voured and patronized, nare particularly^ by the 
*• then Duke ofNewca/lk^'^ who, from his early in^ 
^^ fancy to the end of a moft dijlinguified and bo*^ 
" nnirabk lifey, gave infinite preofi of a large 
^^ foul, and a difinterefted love to mankind,, 
" liberty, and the more elegant arts. But the 
^' charader of that great and popular lord is well 
^* known, and his memory honoured in the fame 
^ degree as v^s his life» 

• Tho prefent Duke, 17629 of whom all we fhall fay Up 
that our author*? prophecy hath failed ia this ioftaace, 

Mi 
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^LOR0,. 

After an ablence of (everal pages, I again re-r 
turn to your lordfhip, who muft, to excufe mc, 
confider, I have been attending anmch'greates 
man : but having now,. I hope, fuificiently in« 
flrudled poflerity about . ere AIng and didicaiing the 
above-named flatues,, and having made ample 
proviiions for the expence of the fame,, I am once 
'more at your fervice^ 

I fliould now.proceed to difplay and extol, as' 
becomes me, your lordfhip's great piety and gal- 
lantry, the gravity of your carriage, and the 
livelinefs of your behaviour,, the grandeur of 
;our deportment, and the humility of your con* 
verfation ; and, moji particularly ^ I fhould celebrate 
jTOur great generofity to myfelf,. and your great 
frugality to all the* world i and ^our lordfliip 
may depend upon it, I will very foon gratify my 
own ambition, by equipping you with all thcfe 
gfeat gifts, and many more.. 

At prtfent a thing has happened, which interi* 
rupts me in the difcharge of this my neceflarjr 
duty, A thing, which the fhynefs of my na^ 
ture will have me to conceal from all the worlds 
buffo good and loving a friend as your lord- 
ship. Mylwd^ it is now twelve o' clock, and 
I want a dinner ; and, alas I I doubt my book- 
feUcr will not Uuft me with a ihilling, without 

mort*- 
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mortgaging thefe my papers into his hands for 
the fum aforefaid. Thus muft half your lord-^ 
ihip, that is^ half your chara£ler> be pawned, that 
I may dine. Be afTured of hearing from me foon^ 
for I have your meafure^ and, as becomes your 
faithful taylor^ will finifh yeurfuit with all fpced* 
I am^ with wonderful devotion, and^reat hafte 
(it is now a quarter after twelve) * 
My very good lor d^ 

Tour lordjhip^s moft dutiful 

andmojl obedient humhUfervanU 

P. 5. To avdd the envy that eminent writera 
muft ever expe£t, I have determined not to put 
my name to my work, until the thirtieth edition 
of this treatife, which perhaps may not be this 
month yet ; by which time it is prefumed,. that 
all thofe who detradl from its excellencies wiU be 
hifled inta filence and fhame by the whole worl^i» 

I deiigned to have fubjoined at the end a table 
of the principal matters^ as other great authors 
have done, but, going about it, I quickly found I 
muft tranfcribe the whole book into an indeXj^ 
and fo gave it over» 

A Learned 
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DISSERTATION 

U FO N 

OLD WOMEN, 

Male and Female, 

Spiritual and Temporal> 
In all Ages. 

Whether in Churchy State, or E^ 

change^Alley^ 

Very feafonahle to he read at all T'tmes, hui 
efpecially at all particular Times^ 

To which is added. 

An ESSAY upon the prefent Union 
oftheWniG-CHiEFS. 

Firft printed in the Year ijao* 
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IT is recorded in the memories of divers 
ftory- tellers in and about this metropolis, 
that the fage and eloquent Dr. Byfield^ who 
goeth about, pouring forth his divine breathings 
in coffce-houfes, and prefentinghis books gratis to 
all who will pay him for them : I fay it is credi- 
bly reported, that the faid do£lor having a fuit in 
chancery with a certain chymift, and a venerable 
ferjeant being of counfel for his adverfary 5 he| 
the faid dodor, humbly moved my lord chan- 
cellor that Mrs. Byfield^ the wife of him the faid 
doctor, might be allowed to anfwer and refute the 
harangue of him the faid ferjeant 5 and mark the 
rcafon ! for (faid the doflor) Jhe^ my lord, is 
an old woman too ! 

Whether this his requeft was granted, or 
only entered upon record, the tradition fayeth 
not. If the challenge was not accepted, fure- 
\y it is great pity ; feeing that from a match fo 
natural, and a contention fo equal, much 
elegant entertainment would have refulted to 
the grave and learned brothers (or, (hall I ra- 
ther fay, ftflers) of the long robe, who, during 
Ihe ftrife, muft have flood ftrangely aad cc^uallY 
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poized in their afFe£tion9 antf wtfbes, as being 
lequally allied to either combatants I have, in- 
^ed, heard it tn^, by (he p'arCzans of die 
old woman in petticoats, that the other in the 
coif, jealous of hii reputation, and doubtful hoW 
the ifTue might determine the prize of eloquence) 
iledtlie pit, and left inglorioufly, \k% antagohlS 
whetting her gums, and mumUing revenge* Bol 
the Jearned and acute fit — — , knight, fcr- 
jeant at law, docs, with gteat fubmr£ion^ concern^ 
that' this laft ^Jauji of the tradition wants 
pro6fi 

I muft own it would, have been exceediq^ 
unnatural and unfcriptural for Mts* SgfkU 
and the ferjeant to have entered die lifts a^' 
gainft each other, upon this occafion ; Ofy iiH 
deed, ^ipon any other whatfoever: forafmuch* 
as it is written in the hundred thirtieth aad^ 
third pfalm, verfe the firft ; behold hfw gmJT 
4ind how pUafant 4t is for BRETHREN tr 
dwell together in unity: And, therefore, it is 
my own private opinion of this matter, thai 
the whole bench and bar, taking it into their 
ferious confideration, as what might aiFedt them 
all, offered their mediation, and flopped th0 
progrcfs of their pernicious difFerence. And in 
this I have the concurring opinions of i- 
jiijd — — . and ■' and . and f 
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«nd ■ ■ with fevcial otherB, all ahU lawyers^ 
«nd parties concerned. 

There is a waggifh acquaintance of mine, 
who carries the analogy between old wo-« 
fncn and grave bariflersi further than, in my 
judgment, need requires he ihould. ^Do not 
< you obferve, Tays he, that they have the fame 
^ enmity to filence, and poilcfs the fame eter- 
■* nal wctnefs of beard ? pray diftinguifh, if 
^ you can, between pleading and f(^olding ; 

* and, whatever you do, mark t^at hobbling ■ 

* amble in their gate ; that involuntary nod 

* of the head ; that contradlcd plodding fore* 
^ head ; that wife unmeaning face, and thefe 

* <?efolate gums 1 and then, confefs the invinci- 

* ble likcncfs I would furthermore put 

^ you in mind of their equal taftc in drefs, 
^ and their equal refemblance therein ■ 

* black gowns and red petticoats ! two co- 
■* lours, in which it is hard to fay, whether my 

* lord J — e mimics granny^ or granny my 

* lord J — e ! granny moreover wears forward 
** night' cloathi, and ties her pinners before, 
-< to hide a bald-pate ; and Mr. Serjeant, and 

* his betters, bury their faces in mighty peri- 
•* wigs, which inviron cither chap and lie, 
-< like comely mares tails^ on either breafl:— ^ 

' for 
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** for why, they are only hairy machines t» 
* conceal long ears I' 

At the affiees in Caermarthin-Sbiriy feme 
years ago, z JfVJbman, who had never feen fo 
fine a Aew before, afked a neighbour of his, 
who was knowing in tfaefe matters, * what 
< Gentleman was that upon the pench-in bur 
^ cown, and hur pelt, and hur plack cap?* 
PfTfy^ marryy quoth Morgan, hur it an old wo* 
man^ thatiskes hur nap upon hur tujbion^ 'Oni 
then hur tells thejhmjry hur tnantm 

It is plain from St. Paul^ that old wives 
fabks were current and prevailing in bis time^ 
and he warns ^t.Tinathy (i\tt moft reverend, 
the lord archbifhop of Epbefus) againfl them ; 
defiring his gract^ to txercifi himfelf rathtr 
unto godtinefu But notwitbftanding that the 
apofUe's works are fttll read, though they do fMt 
fay a word of South^Sta ftock ; yet old wivee are 
in as good efteem as ever, and their tales bear at 
good a price. There is particularly a numerouf 
tribe of ancient gentlewomen, called Schoolmen 
SLnd fathers J who are reputed a company of ve^ 
nerable goflips, whofe evidence may be taken ia 
trials about Norwich crzi^cSy wide-kneeed breech* 
es, the power of the conftables, the primitive 
inflitution of parilh-clerks, the decimattbn of 
eggs by the original patent^ whoring, fcolding, 

and 
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^nd courtefying toward the rifing fun ; and the 
•like momentous .points between men ani 
monks. 

But it is very true, that therex)Id bodies do of- 
■tm contradi£l one another in their evidence; 
cither becaufe they know not the truth, or will 
«ot fpeak it \ both which are frequently the 
cafe But here a ready e3q)edient is 

fofiered; for the piou$ attornies, who produce 
^em, modeftly reject every part of the evidence 
^vhich makes againfl them, zs forged at erroneius^ 
^md are pleafedonly to accept fo much of the fame^ 
98 makes for them, as undoubtedly genuine and 
^uilid. And if no part of it will ferve their turn ; 
^et we, the defendants, are bound to believe that 
<itdoes; and that is as well. For the ^/W at- 
tornies above*written, claim, from time imme- 
.X3iorial, a right to be profeciitors, and judgeSf 
nd witnefies ; at leafl, witnefTes for their wit- 
efles, in every law-fuit which they undertake. 
-^Vnd, if we do not acquiefce in all this, a law- 
cr of this fort has tcJd us, what fentence we 
e to expe£i; even this, G— i/ d — mn you and 
yours to all §termiy. (Tale of a Tub in 1 2mo. p; 

The admirers and followers of thefe old dufty 
^offips are themfelves of the fame charadler and 
predicament ; for, as the faying is, eld women of 

Vol. I. D all 



5© A Cordial for Low Spirits* 

ell religions an thifame* We arc not thereifbf^ 
to wonder, if We find, in the whole breed, an 
equal appetite for flogging, hoarding, backbiting 
and fcolding. From gammar Aaron doWn to 
gammar Satanajius^ and from gammar Satanafius 
down to gammar Beckit^ and from gammar Bick* 
'#f down to gzmmzr Laudj and from gammar LHui 
(keeping ftitl in the fame y/^j down to gammlir 
«i you find the fclffame fpirit, and the felf- 

fame arts. The muhitude have been ftill bubbled^ 
and taught or feared into the worfhip of golden 
calves, or black calves, or fome other forts 
ef calves : and the fame lying, falAood, and 
cruelty, have gone on in an uninterrupted Um 
^f fucceJJioHy and uninterrupted fubmiflion. 

It is marvellous and inconceivable, the ftu« 
pidity and dunciblenefs of mankind* * ^O 

• world ! when wilt thou come out of thine 
^ infancy, and afliime a beard ; and a mind 
^ worthy of that beard ! learn to defpife Aiy 
^ coats ; rejed thy leaders and thy leading- 
^ firings, fland upon thy own legs ; be of 
c age ; look round thee, and diflinguifh, at lafl; 

< truth and freedom from reftraint and i\U 

• 

< guifes. But in cafe, my dearefl child, diat 

• thou art already fuperannuated j as, con/ider- 
« ing the greynefs of thy head, and the green* 

• nefs of thy behaviour, I fear me chou artj 

< then 
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* tlicn, O reverend granny, loft is my la- 
^ bour, and vain are my inflTu£Kons! I will^ 

* however, bear my tcftimony in thy behalf^ 

* and (hew thee, with the help of thy fpefla- 

^ cles, how thou art ever ridden by old wo« 

* men, thyfelf an old woman !* 

Queen Semiramis was the greateft King that 
Twayed the fcepter of AJfyrta^ and exceeded 
by far all that fucceeded her. She was indeed 
a moft valiant man, but very lewd, which is 
no fault in princes ; what is very common bet- 
ing very pardonable. To her fucceeded her fon. 
King Sardanapalus the Queen, who from his 
infancy was an old woman^ and very naturally 
fpent all his time, and his fpinning, amongft 
young ones. But, for all the harmleflhefs of 
this he queen, he met an untimely fate, and 
violent hands were laid upon the Lortts anoint^ 
idj to the great grief of all the true churchmen^ 
that is, the genuine worfliippers of BeU and th$ 
iragWj of thofe days. 

Thofe who came iafter him were for the moft 
part like him ; and from Semiramis to the end 
of the Babylonian monarchy, which lafted for 
fcveral ages, all the Kinps proved to he of 
the female gender, except herfelf. When the 
monarchv was tranflatcfl to the Medts and Per- 
fe-', ■•^'?re W'cT: buf one Eniperor, and thac was 

D 2 Cyrusy 



- • 



St A Cordial for Low Spirits. 

Cyrui^ who happened to be a man :. all the reft 
were old ' women, ; creatures that lived in 
their dining rooms, admired their fine fur- 
niture, wore rich brocades, pliyed with their 
monkeys, beat and bit and fcratched their fer- 
vants, and drank cawdle, the tea of the 
tune; and, in fine, faid and did, juft as do 
^d fay our aged couatefles in the other end of 
t&e town. 

At length the magicians, or prieAs of the 
$fiahlijhed church of Babybn^ having great in- 
tereft at court, and encouragement from the 
prince, knocked him on the head in return 
for bis love i and, by the murder of his whole 
race, and further cruelty and craft, feated 
themfelves in his throne, and yet kept the 
murder and ufurpation a fecret from all the 
world,' for fome time. But the reigning 
conjurer, being, like the reft of the tr(be^ 
given to wenching, a miftrefs of his was di*. 
reded by her brother, who fufpe^ted facrea 
roguery, to fearch his majefty's head for ears ; 
and, upon inquiry, (he found he had none. Fory 
it had happened, fome time before, that the^ 
whole order had their lugs lopped off, for fome 
pious pranks by them played. 

Upon this difcovery, the grandees invaded, 
the royal palace^ alias^ the royal brothel, and 

put 
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put all thefe eld women^ that is to fay, the 
clergy^ that is to fay, the ufurpers^ to the fword* 
So here ended the reign (though not the roguery) 
•of thcfe confecrated monarchs^ or fpiritual Jove* 
reigns J or pagan popes ^ or cropped prelates j or r/- 
prtjJhtatives of — *s perfon, or, fcfr. 

Proceed we next to the eIe£):ion of a new 
M woman. For the lineal entail was broken 
in the murther of itdam*$ heir at law, by the 
Bahylonian parfons ; though fome of their brethren 
fince have pretended to patch it together agaiti^ 
inipoffibilitie8> being of no weight in the fchemes 
'of magicians. 

In this ele£^ion, one Darius carried the di- 
adem by the merit of his ftonehorfe; which 
ftone-horfe^ had it not been for the folly or 
partiality of the nobility^ ought to have ntounted 
that throne ; and then might have been al'« 
ledgedy what now cannot be alledged, namely^ 
that once in a century a creature of fomv 
mmsbood filled it. 

It is the opinion of that able critic and 
cabalift. Rabbi Niek Nack Ben Dry Pate^ that 
the hiftorians are all liars and dunces in the ac- 
count they pretend to give of this matter 
/!fr, fays he, / will lay an even wager ef fifty 
H. wtj that when the crown of Perfia was^ by a 
voii of tie judicious boufo of L ■■■ ds ihtrit hung 

D 3 upvk 
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upon a neg*s mftrthy whefi neighing was §0- 
create a mafter ef mankind, and declare the 
Lord* 5 anointed -, Darius did net a^ hy the crafi 
0f his groom (%uhieh is the o^nian ef Ctefias, 
Berofus, Plutarch, He) but hy ti» ceunfel of 
his Chaplain, nuho admfed hkn^ as fom at 
eiver he came to the rand^ing groundf fo bray imrik 
all his might ; and if you take this method, added 
the /age DoSfer, aatd bray with becvmng tfehoi^ 
menccy by G" > ■* ■ / will venture my fatd upakit^ 
you are monarch of the Eaft. For, ccriitunMrd 
Jbis Revci^nci;, in facb a htfrry and Mfieufdif 
the pajfions, as will necejfarily JSl omif^.br^^ 
,i^on fi grefit an H^fumt U^o tuiU c^in^fif^ 
^Chefmt\s voice from your Iprdjhifs voice, mfi' m 
: F I \ urn from a pair of bag-pipes f Rabbi Nihi* 
nack %ii%^ %\i^ Ei9x\ I)(frius, finding this««{iti* 
4KfH ^ ^^v^ artd moA nttund to luin of itt 
th^«:Kpe<ji9^ ill tbie vrorM^ whenever he fqiladi 
^imfelf uj^n iHe place of trial, clapped hit 
finger to one noftril, and brayed with the oliMTj 
iwi|h io t^wilChing and to royal an acctfir» 
|h^t t)i«. whole boufe of Nobles, then preftiit^ 
srllippfd off tfailf hats, and bowing with thdr 
fsN^es to lli^ earth, a9 if the* chaplain himftl^ 
#r an akaf had ftood in thehr w^y, cried OBti 
«ri|h Ane accord, O King Darius, live for ewTk 
He vifdt then laken and crowned, being firft 

anointed% 
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cmintidy and having taken an oath to defend 
the. rights of the clergy and convocation; the 
archbiihop performing the ceremony, the 
reverend Dr. Tygris reading prayers, and the 
chaplain aforefaid preaching the fermon, which 
was ordered to be printed by his majejlfs fpicial 
cQmmandi and he had the iirft good living that 

fell. 

So eafily are kingdoms earned, and by fuch 
certain figns and criterions does heaven point 
out the perfqns of princes ; who being of 
divine inftttution, the divine will mud, in the 
cafe before us, be exceeding clearly conveyed 
through the fnout of a horfe, or of an afs ; a 
Tery ufiial vehicle or inftrudion, in all ages and 
climates ! 

But as every old woman that totters under a 
crown, rulbsy or fcolds, or blafphemes, or mur- 
ders, or burns, by divine appointnient ; fo the 
old women, aRas Emi^erors of Pirfia^ continued 
to plague mankind, and mifgovern, as heaven's 
lieutenants, till Altxandir the Great, who, in 
the beginning of his reign, was indeed a king 
of the mafculine gefider, came with all the 
tidence of war, as heaven's lieutenant alfo, to 
dethrone and put an end to them : for he that 
W9i ftrongeft always happened to h^ve the divine 

D 4 autibo* 
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authority on his fide, contrary, and yet agreeable^ 
to the orthodox fyftem* 

ViStrix caufa Dili pUcuiU 

Alexander himfelf foon degenerated, and, be- 
fore he arrived to the flower of his age, grew 
an old woman, like the reft ; became won-^ 
derfully addi£ied to fcolding, and doated on no- 
thing but fine gowns, and citroxi water. ^ 

His immediate fucceflbrs refembled him.;, they 
were at firft men, and at laft drivelers; atOd^ for^ 
thofe kings who fucceeded thtm^ they wore pl(^ 
wives from their cradles. f. 

There never was, in all the Eafl, a braver 
race of men than the Amazons, whofe Queen^ 
were alfo the bravefl of Kings. Tanurlane too 
happened to be a pri/ice -of amale genius.:^ 
but, excepting, as before excepted, . there hauf 
fcarce ever been known fujch a. cbara£ier.as t, 
king in all the great continent of Aftoy thoug^ 
abounding in monarcbs. Their frequent ex<^ 
ercifing of craft and cruelty does in no de^^ 
gr^e determioe them men ; the fame being alfo^ 
<;xercifed, though in a fmalter meafure, hy cro)^ 
codiles, wolves, kiteS) addcr^s and the like einn. 
blems and patterns of fuch imperial old womctct 
at play the devil by divine right. 

But 
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• But thefe royal vermin, whoi flicked the blood 
of their fubjeAs^ and were the relendefs foev 
of mankind, became all, in their tutnj^' the 
booty and vaiTals of the Komans^ who luiOcke J 
them on the head, or' imprifoned them, of 
fyiSered them to enjoy a precarious and flavifh 
fovereignty, juft as they had behaved them* 
felves, 

' The Romans were a nanon of men, and 
friends to their fpecies, lovers of liberty, and 
defpifers of life, when thefe two bleflings 
were incompatible. They propagated polite* 
neb and laws ; and hunted down tyrants and 
barbarity, wherever they came- They taught 
mankind to diftinguifli between manly obe- 
dience, proceed'ing from rational confent, which 
is the alltgiance tf fubje£h j and involuntary 
fubiniffion, extorted by fears and force, which is 
die lot and condition of lliaves« 

Their religion was of a piece wfth their 
politics, and part of them. The civil ma* 
giftrate was either the prieft himfelf, or the 
prieft was prompiedhy \iVtti % and the' only piece 
ef prieftcraft. which the old republican clergj^ 
pra^t^, was to lye laudably, by the d!re£lion 
of the magiftrate, for the good of the com* 
Hionwealth. The hands of the government 
were not tied up from encouraging public fpi - 
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i\U by the paultry feiur of alanx)ing the fc« 
defiaftict* Every principle and every adiooi^ 
which promoted their prefent liberty and pro- 
ijperity was lawful^ virtuous, and letigiouSy lA 
tiie eyes of that noUe people i who had no 
idea of tjbe encroachment of liberty upon re- 
ligion, or of the churches chfliing ih^ ther 
fiate, or of the crmUinh contending for fupe* 
viority with its creator. Thefe were moB^ta 
yet unborn, and abfurdities as yet uninvented^ 
which lived not till liberty was dead, and till 
M women fucceeded heroes. 

The Romany preferved their liberty lb long 
as they preferved their virtue. At laft ambidoa 
fnd bribery feized iJB^ fenate-houfe, and wer^ 
SoHowed by every evil art, and every wickid 
purpofe : the corruption began at the gveaty 
who fpread it among the people, and debauch" 
cd them, in order to enflave them. ShewSf 
Isrces, and nMfquerades, made them idle» and 
flepending upon thofe who grattified them with 
thefe fine fights and diverGons. At loag-nin^, 
their higfaeft ambition was to live aiid fcf 
/bews. In the end, being fully purged of aU 
fenfe of virtue and freedom, the whc^ .JB^» 
jmn people, who had conquered the worlds 

axul had poliihc^ it, they, whp bad depqftd; 

t^riittl^ 
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(jmnify and* ftc maokind free, became them- 
felves an eafy prejr to a tractor of their own 
laifing. 

Men have been, and are, generaHy taug^ 
from their early youth to admire and reTerence 
the firft Cafinr : at w)iich I am afioni(hed ; for 
he w«s one of the moft wicked and bloody men 
tbali ever the earth bore. He ftucJc at no Til- 
lany, no vileqe6, no deftrudion, to gain hie 
ends, and ruin bis country* Omnium feminarum 
maritus^ bt omnium vir&rum uxor^ h the leaff worft 
qbarader that can be given of him. If he was 
femetfanea guilty of moK^, it was from no tender-* 
iiefa ol heart, or for any righteous purpofe; but 
purely to catch gudgeons, and make his tyranny 
popular. In (hort, Julins Cafir^ like moft other 
conquerors, is intitled, in an humbler de* 
gree, to thai fort of glory, which is due to 
JStsit^i^ for daring the almighty, and deface* 
ing the creation. 

. Thofe, who fucceeded him in the uAirpation 
of £«m, were for the moft part fuch an execrable 
race of vermin, that there is fcarce. any other 
iharaiftpr to be given of them, than that Emr 
fvrmr. and did woman were terms fynonymoua ever 
•aftcfwacds. 
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. The emprefs Claudius deferves particukm 
notice* She left the empire to the adminiftration 
of whatever perfbn happened to be moft in hec 
good graces, for the time being: and (o ibme- 
times her wife was queen, and fometimes her 
footman s while the good vfomzn Claudius her-* 
felf turned author, and fcrib^ed, and gormaadi*^ 
zed, and got drunk, every day of bee- Ufe. 
Nee Umeri. unquam triclinio abfceffit nifi diftintus (sT* 
madens^ fays Suetonius. Juft like the learned and 
valiant monarch of another country, I. meaa 
Queen Jamts the firji 6i Magmg^fcar y who^ 
bating her averfion to tobacco, W9s as true an^ 
dd\ wanafi as ^ver driveled, or tippled goneva^ 
Queen fames^ was, alfo a royal benefa£lor ta 
Qruk'Jlreet^ and prefident of the learned ^focie^ 
there. She writ books, and made fpeeches, and 
w;is greatly fubjib^ tp. the loofenefs ; which kft I 
t;(ke to be the true reafon Why the learned Queen 
Jameses performances fmell but little^ of the 
conjurer; feeing that it is obferved by Mr. 
^Locity in his treatife of education, that thsy^ wb0 
an very hofsj have feldomjirong thoughts. 

Behold here, O curious reader, a full and 
true chara6UK of our prefe.nt writers upoa 
moft fubjeSs ! even becaufe they write with 
empty bellies, or VHih pills in their bellies ;, 
aod therefore our sjf^jiers and poets do con^. 
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fit 6 in their pr6dndions» At ffipperinefs of 
fbeir .guts* Lamentable cafe ! that, amongft 
all the lagions of the learned, there is hard- 
ly to be found one fhrewd c^ive fellow, tx^ 
ceptmyfel^ and my admirers ! 
; Thb malady of the guts ia alio produ6Hve 
of pernicious eiFeds amongft ftatefmen and 
cnwvirned keads* Her late majefty took phy- 
Bc that very day upon which (he figned the 
treaty at Utncht \ and it was obferved that, all 
die while it was making, her miniftry went 
frequently to the little houfe. And indeed it 
is well known^ that^ during the laft three 
3r€ars oV her reign. Dr. 'Jrbuthnot was 
pwfiantly about her, either by himfelf,. or 
pr$xyi that is to fay, either the phyfician, or 
the gliftcr>pipe^ was in daily pradice. The 
tateDuke.of Ormondwsis taken with a flrange 
griping of the guts, when he was in Flanders^ 
which lafted all the time he ftayed there^ and 
was the untoward reafon why he deferted the 
allies. But, notwithftandipg this, it is thought 
bis late.Gi-ace would never . have . run away 
/rom. England, had not. a right reverend fon 
of the mitre, for his own righteous ends, 
perfuaded him that he looked pale, and begged 
Jbjm in tM love to take a purge; he followed 
ih^ l^ojilj advice ; and behold its operation ! 

the 
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the irery next day be itaited from bis dofe- 
floo), mounted his borfe, and galloped away^. 
as faft as if Jaci Ketch had been at his heek^ 
and never halted till he came to the pntender^ 
who is himfelf a poor laxative knight a3 ever 
wore a garter, and has a court moft miserably 
fMiQcd with AeHoody-^ux. 

There is a coniiderable king in Ear^e^ 
tvho has been troubled with agues, loofenefles^ 
and evil counfellors for two or three years I 
at lad he was prevailed upon to take qftrift^ 
gi'Hts^ and turn off the Coronal; and now all 
is like to go well with hii^ again. 

As to ourfelves ; God be praifed^ we are 
Uefled with a fet of able, cofiive ftatefratnt 
who have not gone to ftool thefe three yean» 
except as hereafter is excepted ; that is to fay» 
when they preferred ■ and — — and ■ 
gnd ■ ■■ ' and , cum maltis aliis ; as alio 

when they entered into a — with ■ and 
--— ^c. as likewife when they declared that 
they had no intention to repeal — * ; as 

alfo when they neglefted to ■■ and — — - and 
>■ ■■ and — — and — — and — — and ■ 

and — ^-; as likcwifis when they contrived 
bow to filence ; as alfo when they 

quarrelled with ■— — and — — • and »-— ; as 
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when they ferme4 a fcheme to gfm 

fuch a vaft ■ ' ; at alfo when they agree4 

^ give 4 > sitid ' ■ ; as likewife whei;^ 

they were ^nteriog into a coalition and con^ 

cert with A— and — — and — — ; As alfo 

when they encouraged -~-«- and -— - and ■ 

and ■ 

Were I to go over all the items and exap-^ 

ii§nsj I (hould never have done } and fo I turn 

my foot into my 6rft path> and proceed with my 

JiJJirtatidn upon cU wonun. 

To Queen James fucceeded another queen i 

Xmean he who was nick-named the confejfor^ 

like lung, like counfellors! this fucking mo* 

narch got him a wife, and yet went ftill in 

leading-firings : Mother WiUiam Laud^ andi 

madam the Duke of Buckingham^ who had beea 

bis father's miflreb, were his governors, sm^ 

Bmited and uncontroultAle, 

r * ■ 

The kingdom grew aihamed an4 weary dt 
being governed and opprefled by fuch a grizzel^ 
and fo pulled her out of her elbow-chair^ an4 
never fuiSered her to fet her breech in it af-^ 
terwards ; though fhe cried all means whatfoever^ 
fometimes fcolding, fometlmes befeeching, ibme« 
times tricking, and fometimcs hiripg bullies to 
£ght for her. 

Aft 



^4 ^ CcRMAL'/w" to^ir Spirits. 

■ After a long civil contention for liberty 
and dominion, which I pa& over in fHence, 
becaufe it waa between mm and men^ who 
do not belong to this my fubjeft ; come we, 
in the next place, to the riotous reign of 
Queen Sardafiapalus the- lid, who negle£led 
God and men to drink French wine, and plajr 
with French harlots and lap dogs. There 
began then to be a .great decay of fobrfeiy, 
virtue, and manhood ; and nothing triumphed 
but the excife, fornication, and the church. 

After a loog reign of luxury and feminine 
weaknefles. Queen Sardanapalus departed this 
life, by the pious aflifiance of the priefts and 
her brother the Princefs James ; who mounted 
the throne, and (hewed herfelf as errant an 
Mwife as ever (hook a fcepter. 

She, ever fhc had well broken the corona^ 
tion oath, . which fhe had not yet taken, ta* 
king into her ferfous confideration the ob« 
yious infirmities of her fex and her under; 
Handing, put herfelf, the firft thing fhe didf 
under the guardianfliip and abfolute diredion 
of an old harlot at Rome^ famous for her ftink* 
ing breathy and her treble night-cap. Then 
tier majefty went on, like a creature fuperan* 
auated, as (he was^ to play ftraoge pranks,. 

(bmcb 
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fi>me ludicrous^ and feme mifchievous. She 
worfhipped wafers, pretended to devour her 
mediator, and claimed a right to eat up her 
people. No body would take her bond for a 
groat i and (he herfelf owned that her oath 
was not worth a rufli. As {he was an old 
woman herfelf, fo (he a£led by old women ; 
and particularly,, fhe got a jury of old wives, 
in long coats and coifs, to pronounce a ver- 
di(Sl, that Jhe might lawfully and innocently da 
what mifchief and wickednefs Jhe would: and 
fo faid the facred fiders of the furplice ; 
alledging that every old gentlewoman, wear- 
ing a crown, had a divine charter from God to re- 
{tm\Atfatan as much as (he pleafed. 

Queen Jamefy encouraged by all thefe jfine 
speeches, let loofe his inclinations, and de- 
vilized with all his might. But, as he was 
driving furioufly over the life and limb of every 
fubjeft that ftood in his way, without any re- 
iiftance, which was prohibited by the convocation^ 
he unadvifedly galloped over a nejl of the way^ 
wardfijlers aforefaid, and took away the ai tides 
of their cluh^ This hurt and provoked them 
damnably. For, though they are the moft pa- 
tient creatures upon earth, when evil befals o* 
thers ; and will upon that occafion urge tho 
j&n(Jlity of fubmifrion,^ with wonderful zeal ; 

y©t 
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yet fuch is their mortal antipathy to fufferings in 
their own perfons, that, upon any trial of that 
kind, they feem to be the only people upon the 
globe, to whom God has given leaft of the grace 
of refignation, 

Queen Janus now found that this was their 
true fpirit. For, though they had themfelves 
pointed out to him the very high road to oppreffi* 
on, yet no fooner had he given them a royal 
gripe, but they fet up their apoftolic throats, and 
yelled fo loud, that they were heard all over the 
kingd6m,and rouzed the multitude, from all quarters 
to their affiftance; that very multitude, whom they 
ba(i) a few days before, been infatuating into 
the difpofttlon and acquiefcence of ilaveif 
they had now the art and the impudence to 
^iniate into rebels, in their own fenfe of the 
word. 

The manly part of the nation, and lovert 
of liberty, took advantage of the phrenzy of 
the prince, and the animofity of the wayward 
Sifters^ to frighten Queen Jamei into a nun- 
nery, and to fet a king upon the throne \ the 
only one they had feen there, fince the dayi 
of King Befsy of manly memory. 

The wayward Jijiers J finding that they bid 
now in reality got a king over them, and 
not a queen under them; which laft had been 
their lot and felicity for near a hundred 

years S 
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years ; and perceiving withal that the king 
would not kneel to them, or put his power 
and fcepter into their hands ; they grew de* 
vilifh outrageous and turbulent. The firft 
thing they did, in their anger, 'was to vote 
themfelves forfworn \ for, flap-dafb, they 
ftripped the king, at one pull, of his divim 
rights and made a prefent of it to the ex« 
eluded Queen James^ from whom they bad 
alfe rent it in thek wrath, a month or two 
before. 

But, in fpite of their craft, and dlfloyalt^ 
the king kept his crown ; and, in fpite of hit 
mercy and merit, they preferved their averfioii 
mnd malignity. 

A tfii^n came next ; and, with her, profr 
perity and a kingfy gruirnmeni, for feveral 
3^ears) which once more difsppointed aM 
provoked the xuiiywqrd Jiflersy who yelped at 
bitterly as ever ; but yelped unheard, till her 
majefly grew old and into a refemblance of * 
ber anceflors \ and then all things went topfy« 
turvey, and the wayward Jijlirs flourifhed and 
9ejoiced« Butjud as they were \n full cry ^ and 
daily expectation of their berediiary old tuomm^ 
ttom abroad^ the other at home dropped, before 
they could bring it to pafs ; and the kingdom got 
a Ung a fecond time, and flill keeps him, not« 

with-i 
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vrithftanding all the Aruggles, and feditiotT) 
and praying, and counter-praying, and preach* 
ing, and drinking, and lying, and fwearingi 
and forfwearing of the wayward Jifters^ in order 
to fend him home again. 

It is indeed agreeable to the ambition and 
felf-Iove of the wayward Jijfers to hate kings ; 
for a monarch that refolves to be a ntan^ will 
never put himfelf under the dominion of oU 
women, nor gratify their fpleen : whereas 
when a queen reigns, the wayward ^ers 
are all kings. Behold the reafon of their pre- 
fent rage ! the prefent monarch does not touck 
their roaft, nor their boiled ; their fack, nor 
their fherry ; their copyholds, nor their /#/<r- 
pence. On the contrary, he gives them all good 
ufage and encouragement ; he prefers the wortbjTt 
and is not fevere to the worthlcfs. But all this 
pUafes not the wayward Jijlers. They cannot 
impofe upon their prince, nor pifs upon the 
laws, nor opprefs the people, nor prey upon 
fcrupulous confciences, nor be forfworn witk 
fuccefs. Thefe are their great grievances j or, if 
they have greater, I wifli they would produce 
them. If his majefty would but pleafe to con* 
defcend to their modeft demands, and be ledt 
like their pupil, or driven like their property ; 

h« 



A CotiXii At for Low Spirits. 6^ 

lie might make beggars or bacon of his fubjefls, 
and welcome : nay, divine authority would be 
believed, and fcripture mifquoted, to fupport 
him in it. But, as he behaves himfelf at prefent, 
he will never be the favourite of the wayward 
flfteru 

I have thus, with great labour of body and 
brain, fearched into the records of time, and 
given my attentive reader an edifying abftraft 
of univerfal hiftory, of which I have fhewn 
nld women to have been the principal heroes * 
If we look now into the difputcs and tranf- 
a6Hons between nation and nation, we (liall 
afluredly find that they ever prevailed, or mif- 
carried, according as they employed men or 
old women in the management of their aiFairs 
civil and military. 

And, not to go too far backward in this 
difquifition, let us only remember with what 
a different fpirit and fuccefs the affairs of France 
were conduftcd by that court forty years ago, 
from what the affairs of another court were, 
which (hall be namelefs : and the reafon lay 
here ;' the French minifters wore beards, and 
the Brittjh minifters wore petticoats ; choice 
guardians of the nation ! who, whilft they were 
fupported in their avarice and merry-makings, 
from St. Germains^ cared not what became 

of 
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t)f their country, or of Europi, or of chrifti^ 
anity. 

In the matters of peace and war, the cafe 
is juft the fame. In the laft war, for exam* 
ple, againft France^ a maU general waa em- 
ployed, and under him a race of men ; and 
they hewed down all oppofition : neither ftone*-* 
walls, nor intrencliments, nor numbers, nor the 
danger of the church, could ftand before them ; 
nor could rivers or louis-d'ores retard their bra» 
very. They ftormed towns, they routed armies,, 
they eat fire, and did every thing with a mafiuUm 
air: alas ! what were a hundred thoufand French. 
girls, whether nuns or foldiers, in their hands? 
and, for half a fcore marefchah of France^ they 
confidered them as only fo many dancing «& 
women on horfeback, with feathers in their caps, 
and diftafFs in their hands, who never milled 
being kicked head over heels, and fen t to P^ni 
to get their wigs new powdered j which yet did 
not mend the matter. 

It is thought, if the war had continued, that 
Madam, de Maintemn would have headed the ar* 
my in Flanders^ and recruited it with feveral an* 
liquated belles, and the nymphs of St. Cyr^ 
this filled all the heroes at Verfailles with burning 
envy, and they all brigued againft her going: 
but it is thought that all their politics would have 

failed 
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failed them, had they not luckily reprefented 
to the grand monarchy who was every day grow- 
ing Uft^ the invincible Louis y who was every day 
beaten^ the immortal man^ who was dangeroufly 
ill of a fiftula ; that, if he made his old nurfe 
a general, he would have no body to attend hit 
ijfue behind. This made great impreflion upon 
him ; and fo Goody Villars was appointed com- 
mander in chief, inftead of Goody Scarron, As 
foon as (he came into the field, fhe gave out 
fcolding fpeeches how fhe would do feveral wo- 
manly exploits. But fhe was well paid for her 
prating, and forced to run to fave her life. 

This was the unequal flrife, during the 
courfe of the war, between fwords and diftafFs. 
But, when things began to look towards an ac- 
commodation, the tables were quite turned* 
France^ which hitherto had fent old wives for 
warriors, appointed Now vigorous men for her 
negotiators : and another kingdom, which, to 
its deatblefs glory, had employed Heroes to 
fight, did, to its cndlcfs infamy, employ old 
women to treat 5 wretched, tootblefs, impotent 
old women, who, had their luck been of a fize 
with their brains, muft have borne the parifh 
badge ! the lively and ingenious John of Lapland^ 
and the able and ^ccomfliOxcdTbomasLordSpellwell^ 

are 
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ane a brace of hopiefttl ftatefmen ! and yet^vpitfl 
all their zeal and humble compliances, * ibe^ 
bad not the common 'capacity to fell the hionour 
of tfaeu: countiy, even after others had brMjg&f 
it to market for them, without the affiftan^ cl' 
prompters. > ' ,; 

To come now, towards the tod, to'i}>eak 
of my own country, of which I have not hi* 
therto faid one word ; I am forry to fay, that 
the increafe of old women grows marvelioufly 
great amongft us* It is moreover grievous to 
confider, by what heavy and contemptible 1fl- 
ftruments this ihamefiil ■ change is wrought, 
lo ! our evil cotii^th from the dull heart of the 
city, and we are enchanted by 2l JIupid kennd 
of Jink-johheri^ Who cheat us out of tnx money 
and o\xx fexj and then fiand godfathers to us, . 
and, by way of tender derifion, . chriflen ui 
Bubbles ! 

Let us, my brethren and countrymen, either 
properly and patiently put on petticoats ; or re- 
fume our manhood^ and (hake ofF this (hameful 
deluiion, this filthy yoke, put upon our necks 
by dull rogues from Jonathan's ; plodding 
dunces ! who carry their fouls, if they have 
anyj in their pockets ; and who, if you take 
them out of the alley^ have not the underftand- 
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tag of cumen, nor the agreeableneft of ba- 
boons. 

I Ihall conclude this light paper with Ibme 
thoughts of a grave natnre, and dwell, for two 
- or three pages, upon a Aibje£t which give* me 
{nfinite delight ; I mean, the prefcnt concud 
between St. Jamu'i and Ltic^tr-jUUi* 




Vot. t. 
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ESSAY 

Upon the late Union of the 

W U I G-d H-J « F $• 



TH£. recon^iatiotl of edr t^o courts 
is of filch happy confequjence to the 
nation, and the royal faftiflys at muft be high- 
ly pleafing to an men^ who love either. Diffe- 
I«ncc8 of this kind are nothing rare ; but they 
generally haVe fiublic ill confeqaences, and weak- 
en the handsy and cmbarrafs the wheels of go- 
Yernment. I thank God^ the late one has pro- 
duced more coldnefs than violence, and more 
talk than terror. It is to be prefumed, thatno- 
■lihifig was done on ei^er fide during die faraach^ 
which may occafion painful pangs, or angry re- 
flexions, now it is cured. I doubt not but the 
anioa is as fincerc^ as I wifii it lafiing. 

Though 
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Though I alwayi looked upon the late mif* 
underftanding as a great evil; yet, now it is 
patt, I do not know whether fome good may not 
come of it. It will have (hewn the v>higt that 
they are much miftaken, if, upon every (it of 
fpleen or difguft, they think to meet a refource 
«mong the twits^ who are not ufed to give any 
quarter, much lefs (helter, to men who will but 
ipart with a piece of their principle. He who goea 
over to them, mud; not go halting. If thev have 
a mind to go to Ronu^ or the pretituUr i it is not 
enough that you do not oppofe tUem, or even 
that you wiQi them a good journey : if you do 
not go along with them, and accompany them to 
the very lad ftagc, you do nothing. A vojre and a 
fpeech now and then will not ferve .them $ they 
jnuft have all your votes, and all your fpeeehetff 
otherwife you will never be loved nor trufted. 

It will alfo have taught the toritSj that the 
tubigs^ however divided, are ftill too many for 
them, and can fubfift without fneaking compU* 
' ances, or dangerous coalitions with ih^m. There 
have been but few in (lances, of late, where they 
;Uave been fufFered to exert that fpirtt of opprefli- 
on, which is infeparable from them ; and fewef^ 
I hope, of their being cfFered feats- near tbe 
.helrn. The principle of a tvhig^ and that of a 
JacobiUy are fo oppofite and heterogeneous, that 
there can be no other mixture or comprehenfion 

E 2 \i^^ 



y6 A Cordial f^r Low Spritrrs. ' 

between them, but that of the one's devouring 
the other. Every other projedl for reconciling 
them is madnefs or knavery, and there is not at 
prcfcnt the leaft poffible pretence for it ; which I 
take to be none of the leaft bleflings attending (he 
prcfent agreement. 

The whig intereft is again united, and, for 
aught I knoW) the more ftrongly for having 
been difunited. It is therefore a happy and la 
vnexceptionaWc feafon for doing all thofe nc* 
ccflary public-fpirited things, which are want- 
ing for the cftabWhmcnt Ci{ "vjhiggifin^ but 
\irhich were prevented by the late rupture. I 
hope it will now be enquired, whether our uni- 
verfities are not the very Anks of fedition, and 
of every wicked principle 5 and whether, en- 
joying, as they dp, at the nation's coft, eafe and 
abundance^ they do not pay the nation, in re* 
turn, with difafFe£led, flavifh dodrines, and 
poifoned youth. Let the univerfities remain 
but unpurged, and the jacMus may fneer in our 
face at every other fcheme of ours for our (ecu* 

rity. 

Princes are always refpe£led abroad, ia* 
proportion to their ftrength at home. It 
18 not to be doubted but this our domeftic unant* 
jnity will raife our foreign credit ftill higher, 
and make the peace with Spain^ which feenw 
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to linger, go on with greater alacrity and eafe ; 
and it is reafonably hoped, that hereafter we 
ihall he more upon the fquarc with our good allies* 
both in the admiiiiflrations of war, and in the 
negotiations of peace, than our circumflances 
have hitherto fufFered us to be. 

I therefore congratulate my countrymen upon 
the prefent happy pacification and unanimity. 
It will make us coniiderable to our friends, and 
formidable to our foes. It will enable us to 
aFow, protect, and enccurage every puWtc 
prlncipre ; and leave us without excufe, if we 
difown or negle£t it. It will render every pppo- 
fition impotent^ and every (hift and procraftina- 
tion fcanddlous. It will ferve to (hew, whether 
our pad oniiffions and trimming3 were founded 
upon real weaknefs, or fleevelefs pretences ; 
and whether we wanted power or inclinations 
to bid .deAance to craft and corruption. Here 
are public grievances, and bcre is a call and 
an oppoitutiity to redrefs them» Herq are ene- 
mies in our bofom».and here is a fit occafiori 
and capacity to quell and difarm them If 

we are in earneft, the fuccefs is fure. In this 
c^fe to /ucceed well is only to mean well ; and 
nothing but felfifli perfonal regards can obftru<% 
the public good„ which therefore, we hope, will 
not be obftruded at all. 

We may prefume, that no man, who calls 
bimfelf a whig^ will make delay or difficulty, tot 

£ 3 come 
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Come roundly into every fcheme which will bring 
;\dvantage to his country, and honour to himfeif } 
we may partieularly expeft that no man, who 
bears that charadef, will oppofe or poftpone the 
fcouring of thofe neils of -pedants, who fill the 
kingdom with locufts and difloyalty j who, by 
their execrable pofitions and example, have 
difTolved all the ties of confcience, and common' 
honcfty ; who have fandlificd the hellifii fin 
of perjury, and tacked fame and reputation to 
ifoniiwi ir.d rebellion. They have bcco heav- 
ing at our conftitution, railing at liberty, civil 
2Qid r^ligbus, and poifoning tht nation time 
oXir of mind : fo that T cannot fee how We can 
any longer negled putting a ftop to this popu- 
lar contagion, without giving up^lie firft law 
rf rtature, that of fdrprtfervi^ttoi and fclf-dc- 
ftnce. 

The profpcft I hafvc of the cure of this 
gi*cat evil gives me Joy, as the continuance 
of it hasr often given trte fadnefs ; and I aniufe 
lAyfrlf Wftli the certain expedation of a new 
and agreeable fcenc. What I have faid may 
probably appear warm language; but it is en- 
tirely the cftfit of public fpirit, and of my 
ownprivatejtidgment. God knows, I have no per* 
fonal animofity towards tbefc men, who, as to 

their 
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ffaeir morals, deferve pitj ; and, as to their 
genius and produdlions, are below contempt : 
and, as to their income and circumftanccs, no 
body envies them their plenty and jdlenefs ; nor 
are we demanding a reformation of gluttony 
and lazineTs. All that we contend for is, the 
taking away of their flings; we will tolerate 
them to be drones, but cannot allow them to tucQ 
our world upfide dowii> 
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PREFACE. 



fS fbt charaSters and dejcriptiom 
in this Bttii treatiji are intended 
Jhr a fiBwre ^ one fet of men on^^ 
^Bo kan)& dtj/firigui0ed tb^tshet at 
much by their uncommon fraSHcet 
Mndp^timsi as Itave done 3y this un^ 
:comnmi apology ^ I f^ay reafenabfy hope 
that none wiH rail at it, ^ho arc not hit 
tjy if. ^bereforeytf any gentlemen ftectfe 
to take it ill that I have puBl^ed thcit 
pourtraiturcs, / am ready to thank 
them : their anger will be my defente ^ 
mid it wilt be fuffivient for the jujiijicd^ 
tion of my copy, that there are* redly 
inch originals. I'hey have long fat for 
their piSiure^ and the features are fo 

E 6 Jrmg 
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Jfroig .and obvious 9 that it wasjcarce: 
pojjible to mifs them. If they appear 
frightful, tifAio they are drawn, t be fault 
'is not in me. 

How amiable- is the ctard^tr of-m 
clergyman, when it is not fiained by Jm^ 
"Wearer I and every good man, wHl 6&* 
nour that mini/ier who does not difl^moutr 
bimfelf. That there are fiiU mflnyjufb 
is my pleqfwe. i that there areynotma^iU 
if my i^oncem,^ •! v •. 

/ added an explanation of this kindi^ 
^ay of pojtfcript to the fecond e^fon^: 
and heme prefixed it as a preface io,^ 
third.. It may be neceffary ia. the y»^id 
and the nveaky 

Xhe guejfes, 'which have been made Or 
bctut the author, give me occafion to der. 
c^lare to the world, that my name nevff^ 
tet, was in print.. 
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IT is fitrprizing what fublimc confequencf s ar© 
produced by the humbleft inftruments. One 
wOuId think that brafs is a metal void of 
comermefs and* merit, either in colour or fmell ; 
and yet a faitable portion of it, placed conveni^ 
ently upon the ySr^fe^^i does freqtientfy cntitlt 
thi bearer- to the higheft ftations in church and 
ftate^ *Tt often makes a hold figure at the head of 
a regiment, and often commands attention at the 
council' table. In WeJiminfter-HallxX, is loud, and 
therefore fuccefsful ; and, in parliament, popular 
and 'perfuafive, for the fame reaforu And theh 
again, if you take^ it in another capacity, it ftill 
carries all before tti Thomas a Becket was arcb^ 

* 

YnOno^ of Canterhury^ as have been fince feveral 
other good do£lors of equal meeknefs and me^ 
rit, whom my feat of giving ejffence keep!; mc 
from memioning ; and, at this very time, a 
certain <7^0/?tf//V<7/ gentleman *, who fhall alfo be 
namelefs, is cardinal of a great church f be- 
twis^ Newgate and Tjbttrn, ' 

O catholic 



catholic -biafs, manifold are tby Tirtuat- 
I admifc thy tnt e reft, tiroogh I iwvcr fdr thjf 
ftitndihip ; an obftrnate fellow^ one AMffy 

ance with thee. Thou fortunate favourite of- 
ibe court and the ciflbck, muij art lair lady 
jhaft thou woff, and tnaiiy a fair-poftcitj^o^redlf 
)>owerful alfo is (by force in argwneht :•. hifir 
invincibly baft thoii fuppoited the divine :jpigbl 
bf kingff and dtrgy^ thai unbniar iuectfidii» 
«ttd unlimitsd power, to the- titter confufioo of 
4PWVMMI fepfe, and the Bi/bafi of B^ngmr. j; ^ 

But to pFoq^ed wttji the mighty' eyents lli^ 
4urife from cuU$mptibk caufes \ every body^ hat 
iieard tkat the imiotta Sir j9hnfHnttingtm^.u 
lib firft fetting out in the worM, had no fff^m 
lercai^ than a homely ia^iy c^t^ -and ibe 'tM^ 
^ike other mortal merchandize^ fubjeA ta Mv 
and int. But (he proved a mighty bunUr^tMsA^ 
by her teeth and reputation, promoted *hfr 
ftlkw iravilbr to the Me/ poft in the Mif 
xity. And thus, to draw a moral from the 
itory^ the JffiruMicn $/rats becanu th§ ggmmdm 
^ M kmgbi and a Urd may§r^ 

1 have beard, in foreign countries, : oTa 
flefhy-headed chamber-maid^ wbo^ from J^«Mff 
ier mtflrefs^s rumpy got aftride three natianh 

^ xode thetti aliiteft out of breath ; for ihe 
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Wat cnrpttiintj and» for the moft part^ bad a 
jfur in her htad. 
. £vefi the great Virgil became a courtier bf 
being a farrier; and a tapfter'* has been th^ 
flements of zr^ambaffiidor. 

Arts and fciences themfelves have had their 
birth from trivial chance. Mufic, as fweet 
a. girl aa £he is, had a dirty anvil for her mo-^ 
thei, and a bafe born hammer for her father, 
and was midwifed into the world by a footy 
^blackfnaitb^ And aftrology derives its genea^ 
logy from cow-keeping, the Chaldean herdf* 
anen havings while they looked after their 
»flockSf grnm familiar with tbi Jlan. Thus 
^iffffti had her water iirft watched by ruflica^ 
lvbo> one woidd think, could have neither y^ 
fiiitnt brading nor capacity for pimping -—*--« but 
the m§fi 'Okgant arts were rude in their beg^ik- 

A friar, whil& he was boiling up abalfam 
'for a broken fliin^ i^umbled upon the genera- 
tion of gun-powder, which was therefore con- 
ceived ia the womb of a gaily- pot, made pregnant 
by a prie/I. 

The great Pope Sixtus the fifth owed his tri» 
pie crown to the keeping of pigs, and from a 
mean fwineherd mounted till he came to be 
chief of another herd, ftill preferving am ana' 
itgf between hisjlrjl and Iq/i-^nfUymfnf^ 
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The great Tofhpfon' had never made watcHes;* 
had he not firft made hob- nails. 

All this tuajfe of learning, which, in ether 
hands ^ might filt many books, may ferve ta 
introduce the manner and motive by which I 
came to be an author. Know then, curious 
reader^ that a ftationer in the city havrng, laft 
week, irujed me with an inkhorn and the ap- 
purtenances, I beg^n immediately to make ufe 
of it, and', upon a trial' of my genius^ I found 
I could make as good a figure in print as fome 
"other famous writers, whofe merit Is ^^ knowit 
to them/elves.' . ; = 

My firft attempt was 'upon the' witty" and 
Voluminous Mr. MiJ}^ tht Journalift, becauft 
1 would begin with Jomething ftgnal at my firft 
fetting out. I found his paper, after much 
fcarch ?n a blind ale-hoUf<i', Hear Hbckly in the 
Hole. Having met my rival for fame, inftant^ 
ly I drew my pen^ and, by feveral hold Jlrokes 
lipon his margin^ difcovered plainly (hat fenfe 
andmodejiy were not hi's feconds, for they both' 
proved mine. B\jt, for all this dreadful enmftjr 
between us, I will candidly own that the JewSj 
fcr whom he lately drew up an inimitable peti- 
tion, have alrnoft as good a title as bimfellTto 
pne fort of advancement in a chriflian common^ 
wealth. My antagonift would certainly fill a 
particular • r^// p^/7^ which 'is empty oft^nertVm 
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it Jhould be, with becomng merit and juftice^ 
But fee, how thefe parfbns run away with ^r^« 
ferments from the laity ! This very poft is, I 
iim told, conferred, for the prefenty upon a ge* 
nuini fon of the churchy who has cmfcientioufly 
iefervedxt. 

Behold, kind reader , a true and fult account 
of the origination of this admirable pamphlet^ 
If heaven fpare me my life and my inkhorn^,, 
it is likely I may fwell into volumes, as divers 
and fundry ufeful writers have done for no bet* 
terreafon. 

Having thus fucceeded beyond expedtation 
in my firft eflay, I am emboldened thereby ta 
an undertaking equal, if poffible, to my.laft^ 
and, frorn the defence of Mr. Mi/ij I intend to 
pafs, perhaps naturally enough, to an apology 
for the reverend parfon jtIberont\ who, by the 
high ftation he enjoys, of vice^roy over the king 
of iSpdin, is become the mark of much unrea- 
fonable envy. This tafk of mine will lea4 
mc to open and juftify the grounds and com- 
mendable aims of the fiourijhing trade of 
prie ft crafty for which 1 promife myfelf the 
pious thanks of the convocation, the next 
time it fits. 

' I hope I (hall need no excufe for the (harp 
things which my zeal for the church and the 

fordinal will tenjpt me to utter. 

As 



<j^ <4^ CoKDiAi fkr Low SpxRrfflU 

As to 'the trifling charge againft inf i^tttt^' 
dSat he has commatuUdhis pupilj to bpeak thrcfugh 
f»th and treaties, and furprize his neighbours^ 
though it be very true, there is nothing at 
nU in it. I behold with fhame the ignorance : 
of mankind, as to what pojfes daily mmongji as* . 
Do we not all know that oaths and obligattofM, 
when they are fo faucy as to fetter the catb§Ii6 > 
pUafure or profit of the clergy, are ever broiceit . 
through by the whole body^ with great foriitudi 
and unanimity ? Nor is there any malignity ia 
this convenient piece of wickedniefs $ for the 
mpfl damnable hn ceafes to be fo, as foon as tie 
pri^ has unchrijiened ity and fiicked out ita 
»eaoBi with a Salvo: when he has don« thisi,, 
as a godly cafuift finely obferves. Licet anU pec" 
€averint i jam non peccant : that is^ the mffi 
grofs ftnners are now innocent^ heit^ uudammdL ^. 
Jbe priejl. . 

This ought to be meant of the latty ;. for as t* . 
the clergy, who are the avowed poturs of. Bt4* 
venj and comptrollers of its power and keys, aM, 
treafurers of its wrath and mercies, I cannoC 
conceive they fhould be at any time in anvflrv 
fandiificd flate, let them do what they wilL To, 
us indeed, who being laymen, and only, the 
beafis of the people J fee no further than the cx« 
Icraals of thio^^ a ^parfon may appear a virf_ 
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fadfiUmv^ add tainted with thai which^ in ine 
9/ amiber cloth^ might feetn great tewdnefn 
But alas ! they have an indeliUt cbaraHer which 
confecrates all their adions, and is the fpiriiMal, 
fait that heps the corrupttMs of the clergy fron^ 
JHnking^ 

It may perhaps be not unbecoming my pre* 
Tent defigny to enquire a little in what nook 
or quarter of the prieft this inielihle charaSljnr^ 
cbiiveyed by ordination)^ lurks; and I think it; 
is evident it cannot lodge in the caflbck or 
bibit, flnce the fariie has been often worn by 
l^f-girh^ who, being only companions to the 
IMy friefi in their labours and exeritffSj could- 
not pretend to take orders, or be ever inJU^' 
tated-and induced. 

' Nor can this ejffential and wtafter able J^t refide^ 
i9 the xarcafs of the prieft« For when a Lt^ 
vite has been malicioujfy toffed off a beam^ and . 
tfKpvfti for want of footings or died a natural 
death of debaucheryj or in any other manner 
worthy of himfelf it has never been known that 
the feid carcafs forgave fins ^ or executed any 
§ibir branch of the ecclefiajHcal office. For it- 
is remurkabfe, that when a parfon is dead^ be: 
lies as quiet and peaceable as another body^ 
which is a confutation of a point generally be* -. 
lieved, namely, that a prieft is mver a good^ 
neighbour^ 

1 would 
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I would not have it alledged that the abovfc'' 
named Jiain of fritjlhood flicks, Lke bird- 
lime, to the foul of the Do&or,, when the 
fame has given his body the flip, Ok^ that he 
keeps his orders^ when he has . loft his organs^ 
Profane wits will^ make a jeft of a ghoji in 
orders^ and, looking upwards^ be furprized to 
find 9 prie/i in a place where no one would expert 
hifn. But let fuch a fcofFer be anfwerable for 
his own mirth, I am fure I have a very good 
meaning. 

However, though this indelible chara^er muft 
for ever remain a profiund myjlery to me^ who^ 
am but an uncircumcifed lay^jnan^ and though I 
am in duty bound to know what I cannot under-^ 
Jiand ; I have flill fomething further to fay ii> 
defence of my favourite cardinal^ his leaping 
over oaths, which, as I have already proved^ 
cannot tie down a church-man* 

Archbifliop Laud^ befides bis taking and ten- 
dering oaths with an l^c. -wVich fome weak fa^ 
natical minijlers would not fwallow, and were 
therefore, like filly fellows, unworthy of their 
cloth and order ^ undone, becaufe they would 
not be forfworn ; I fay, befides this eflfay of 
his perjury for the g^od of himfelf and the 
church, be and the king obliged the clei^y of 

Scotlah4 to fwear to a fanonical conformity to a 

liturgy 
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liturgy, a year before it was made. And I 
liave read of a monarch, a glorious church* 
marty for whom, once a year^ many godly rc- 
vilings and falfhoods are uttered, and many 
liandkcrchiefs wet, who, befidcs many other 
inftar.ces of his fincerity and devotion, fworc 
to the efpoufals of one lady, while he was en- 
gaged by heart and hand to another whom he af- 
terwards married. 

What I would from hence infer in favoi^ 
■of my client, is, that, if a popifh prince and 
a prtpifti prieft have as good a right to be for- 
■fworn as an EngUJh catholic prince^ and an 
Englijh catholic prieji^ the cardinal and his pupil 
Hand juftified. 

You muft own, reader, a monopoly of per* 

jury is not public fpirited — I do not indeed 

envy any of our own clergy their full Jhare^ who 

may have been trading that way \ but to cngrof*s 

* the whole commodity would be unfair trafficking. 

But to go on with my apology — Kings 
are accountable to none hut God^ and the priejfs 
40 none but them/elves. As this principle is ex- 
afkly agreeable to the pretenfions and pra^icei 
of the church in all ages, I would be glad t6 
fee that daring Infidel, who calls it in queftion. 
The lay- world may make oaths, and take. 
theni> but, fo long as their force depends upon 

the 
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the pleafure and explications of the cle]:g]r^ 
.they will be but of fmall fervice to mankind* 
.1 will vouch for the pricils, that they always 
fcorned to be barred by the trifling regards o£^ 
confcience and fwearing^ from the more catholic 
.purfuits of their pleafure and power ; and hif- 
tory, botli ancient and modern, will vouch for 
tne. I will give inftances. / 

When the prince is hard-hearted enough to 
iiumour the church-men, by oppreiEng and 
plundering the laity, and politic enough to di- 
vide the fpoils with thitriy then it is damna* 
^on to refift him, becaufe he has a divine right 
to be mifcbievous to all men but themfelves : 
But if his majefty is fo ill advifed, as to prej- 
Yoke their rage by his benevolence to man- 
kind ; or, if by a fchifmatical adherence to 
truth and liberty, he fruftrate their hopes of 
making him a good church-man^ the churcn 
grows prefently in imminent danger from vir- 
tue and moderation 9 who are notorious Sffin" 
tersfrom orthodoxy ; then it is little better than 
damnation not to refift him, and woes are Je* 
flounced againjl the fearful hearty and the weak 
band. 

. As to his prefent majefty, there are tho(e of 
the clergy, who have forfworn to be true and 
faithful to him, over and over, and yet do not 
b much as pretend they mean any fuch nial^ 

ter« 
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ttr. They fay they muft fwear or flarve, which 
is a coiifcifion that chey would rather be damned 
*thaQ faft. What a tribe of iimpletons were 
the /nortyrs in all ages ! their hiterod$x aotioKs 
'ttwdc tbc/n erroneoufly prefer their fouls to 
tfeir bellies, and even to their lives — And 
yet they had a ftronger plea for conforming to 
idolatry and perjury, as death and tortures 
Sire fomewhat more frightful than bare depriva* 

on ■■ ■ But now-a-days, by univerfal r#«- 

fentj thhes bear a higher price than confcienee 
'hi any market in England, 

In Edward the fixth^s ttme, the clergy, to 

Aew themftlves true conformifts) forfook their 

' ballots and the mafs, and were, to appearance, 

•fticonciled to ane woman and the new teila- 

:Bient. In queen Mary*s reign they abandon* 

ed ttie gofpe! and their wives, and re*-became 

orthodox cathlicSj and, to prove it, gxtvr god>y 

bumefs of all that had either a confcienee Or 

'» bible. Upon queen Elizaheih's accei&on to 

the throne, they once more, like conformabte 

friends ia tbemfehes^ forfwore and complied^ 

•juid afterwards plotted and rebelled. But htv 

reign proved long and -glorious. And indeed 

Ibme, who have not that reverence for the 

jown, which they ought to have, are of opr- 

-fiioDy thai it. is a certain fymptom of happy 

times. 
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times, when the priefts run mad and cabal | 
for» fay they» while the people are fufiered to 
^njoy their own^ the clergy can have no plunx^- 
tier ; whereas, in a general oppreffioiH the 
prince and priefts generally divide ftaket— *• 
They add, that wolves and ravena never fjare- 
hefi but where there are moft carcalles. But 
thefe things ought not to be fpoken ; aad, 

I wonder how any man in his fenfes date 
lay fuch difrefpe^ul things of the offiars ^ 
God Almighty's revenue^ who alfo are a board 
of commiifioners for managing his power> or 
rather their own power, by his miniftratian* 

In the bufinefs of excommunication, for ia« 
ftance, do we not fee their Maker is madi little 
better than their executioner ? He is 9Hig$i 
not only to ratify their fentence, but to delivfr 
the perfon excommunicate into the fafe cuftodf 
€f Satan, their gaoler in comit^iu HeU. The 
prifoner, the while, not finding himfelf a bit 
reftrained by his crediting landlord, the dnfU^ 
goes to the courts and for a little money ii 
abfolved, be his crime what it will, and tbif 
Sentence alfo mufi be ratified in heaven, and 
the former unratified ; and the great God9 m 
if he were the conftable of the court, img/f 
take the prifomr out of a goal where be ntt> 
ver wasy and from the cuflody of a g^dqjr 

whom 
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ivhom he never faw^ and re-tnftate him in a 
church which perhaps he never owned* Thus 
18 the creator of all things, and the giver of 
all good, made the inftrument of their anger 
and avarice, and a property to bring them re- 
Terence and money. 

Thefe things are not at all aggraiiated here, 
and yet the bare mention of them may feem to 
expofe them ^ but I mean no more by it than 
to fliew the wondirful and inconceivable power of 
the priifthood^ who are as implicitly obeyed in 
bgaviH^ as they ought to be on earth, and have 
the upper and infernal world as much in their 
gift, as he has, who is the Maker of both; 
nay, much more; for, as a reverend DoAor 
of oftr church has it, he has given them his com^ 
miffian to difpofe of them.^ and be cannot contra^ 
dia bintfilf. They will not allow the Kin^of 
Kinga the common prerogative of pardoning a 
peor feUn^ once in a feflions, without their 
confent, and then he muji not be puniflied* 
How great and awful muft thefe men be who 
arc thus ahfolute over the ahfolute, and Kings of 
the King of Kings ! This may perhaps fetm to 
rcprefent them as no friends to monarchy, but 
this cannot.be imagined, fince they themfelv^s 
are the monarchs of God and men. 

After all this omnipotence which I have 
proved to be in the clergy, where is the need 
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of believing in any other God, or of li?itig 
if there was one ? No, no, if you W6uld 
ttbfohed and favid^ believe in the prieji^ and JP^ 
in the feear of the cajfock. What can be iiKMie 
liandy than our having a fbrgiver and a Sav4* 
our in every parift, bcfides deputy- pardmerst 

'land youtmeymen^Saviinirs ? 

There is indeed an antient treatife na'iMd 

feripturey which, if we give any credit t$ *, 
would be apt to ftagger this our faith in tUc 
dergy. It was of great repuftc at the refor- 
mation by ^ few Doctors, who, n6t kfiowibg 
their own power, bafely facrificed the interett 

•^ the forplice to that of chriftianity. Bat 

'tiieir fucceflbrs, wifer than thefe bid fello^ 
and better church-m^^ finding that the faU 
book Was pragmatical, and would be oppofiiig 
Ae policy and proceedings of their (bdetyt 
tranflated all the reverence, which was foroier* 
ly paid to that venerable old book, to a bodk 
JDf canons, compofed on purpofe, as a rivdm 
Ixring the other under difgrace, infomuch: tin 
it is DOW for the moft part condemned to the 
mean office of teaching children to read. A 
certain modern bijhop * has indeed done hit 1M- 
Ucious part to reflore it to its prijtim regaid atfd 
dignity, but, as he is ^eahujly oppofed by>id 
the truly orthodox^ it is hoped by many he viU 
not fucceed. 

Goa- 

• Dr. Bmdtft then biiliop of 'Bgngv^ late of 99%Hh^ 
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Commend me to the German monk whom 
I have feen mentioned fomewhere, I think, by 
Monfieur Le Clerc. This genuine prieft^ feith-> 
ful to the intereft of his order, told his pe- 
nitents in the godiinefs of his eeal. That there 
.was a artain boek^ xortt in Greek, ealled the 
nrw tiftament^ which was fuU of herefies ; end 
emther certain heok writ in Hebrew, caUtd the 
M teftament^ which^ if they believed it^ womld 
.maie them all ]eviis, 

I would recommend the example of this monk 
.to our own nwnis, but thej have faved me the 
Iroubk. 

There is an outcry in the mouths of too 
many of the laity againft the clergy, which I 
think -is very unreafonable ; they tccufe them 
of an implacable enmity to knowledge and d- 
lumination; which is very true, and yet very 
juft. How often muft thefe .perverfe men ite 
told. That learning and eyes in the laity are 
the greateft caufes of the contempt of the 
clergy ? Why (hould • we be inquiring into 
-points which ought. only to be believed tho- 
roughly, but never underftood nor conceived? 
It ought to fui&ce us to know that the priefts 
know. all things. This might ac firfi: have 
.{^vented. di/Ienters, and ought. now to reclaim 
them. If we did but humbly and la;uiy fol- 
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low our guides, it would fave us much trouble, 
and yet put them to none. 

Befides, this* charge is too general ; for they 
are always willing we ibouJd read and under- 
ftand th»fe few texts that fpeak civilly of the 
priefthood, and wi(h, no doubt, there were 
more of them. Nay, now and then they arie 
fo courteous as to fplit a verfe in the bibl^ 
with us, and, keeping one half to themfelve^, 
give us generoufly the other. For example. 
"Be wife as ferpents^ and innocent as doveSy is a 
text they^ feem very ready to divide with us, 
The harmlefTnefs of the pigeon is at our fer- 
ifice^ but we muft not pretend to rob them of 
the Jirpent, 

The cunningeft ferpent that ever was, I 
mean the devil in Milton^ compafled the earth 
by night, and could not endure the enlightened 
•fidi of the globe. 

The fpace of feven continued nights he rode 
In darknefU'^ 

How agreeable the policy of the arch-fiend 
is to the other gentlemen in blacky I need not 
explain ■ ■ Without doubt, the ivtfdom and 
good parts, even of the devil, are imitable. 
Who can blame them for hiding deformities 
and cloven feet? Should knowledge and the 
, " : fcrip- 
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'^riptures be let loofe 'againft the clergy, what 
dreadful havoc would thev make ! Thefe mer^ 
^lefs informers would make their reputation to 
he only daub and varniJJj ; and their wealth, 
only bo^iy and plunder : For what would net 
two fuch bold libertines fwear ? Can wc blame 
aien for weirding againfl: their mortal foes ? 

For the fafety therefore of the parfons, in 
their fortunes and charafters, I will confult 
my intimate friends^ the two boufes^ about 
flopping the mouth of the bible, and the bi* 
(hop of Bangor, This I hope, my friends 
will comply with, for I know they love to ds 
popular things, and will be proud to pleafe the 
convocation^ 

I have been long thinking of a project to 
reconcile religion and the church to each other. 
They were originally intimate friends, but at pre- 
fent they live at mortal odds, 

I would not fay one word, upon any coo* 
^deration, to perfuade the clergy to give chri* 
fiianity the upper hand of their intereft, for 
I. love them too well to affront them: neither 
. would I have them affright themfelves with 
my reionciling defign abovcmentioned, for I 
have given it over as utterly impra^icabU : But^ 
as I am their friend and apologifl, I beg leave 
. to recommend to them the removal of a few 
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unpopular qualities and pra£Kces, of which they 
^tt fond. And . 

Firft, I would advlfe them to conceal that' 
unprofitable propendty which is in them, to burn 
or ffrangle diflenters. Perfccution is cevtaifiljr. 
a laudable calling', when any thing is to be gothf 
it ; and, in fuch a cafe, I am not for robbiog 
the clergy of their dueSy but at prefent there is, 
neither gain nor credit in it : and therefore^ 
I befeech them, as they love themfelves, whidk 
is the flrongeft motive my invention can die* 
tate, to banifh this pennylefi^Spirit : the ittt-' 
Jignity of the time has deprived them of the. 
power of doing catholic mi/chief and mttrdir fir 
the welfare of the church. 

' In order to perfuade them tfftQuMj to clofe 
with this my advice, I pray the clergy ml 
to judge of other men's confciences by tbtif 
own. It would be really whimfical, in a ftw 
iftcn^ wlro are void of hearings to fet up for 
de^afling or retraining the laws of harmony ^ 
The pteafure of procreation is Greek andVx^ 
brew to an eunuch ; and indeed to a creaturi thai 
^ goh^ liberty of cod piece muji hcfue a verf odi 
jkini. 

Another point, which feems wrong in tbein^ 
it' th^ir (tiling themfelves the ambaffadors ef u 
gt^itit Pmmth whO) I am afraid^ ' u^/ff^mt 
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ownihim. We all know their inJlruSlUm^ as 
myftlcal as they would keep them, and I fear me» 
W^re they examined by them, like many other 
Jlaiefinen^ they would be found too gnat to be 
gQod' Should the late tarl of Mar^ who hath 
gjvcui fome flirewd fufpicions of his being for 
tl^e Pretender, take it in his head to call him- 
fclf King George'x amhajfador^ would not his 
praAi^^es, in fame fmall meajurey bring in quef- 
tipn his profeiSons ? The application is td^iy \ it 
\\ only fuppofmg the devil a pretender to the 
kiogdom of heaven* 

. There is, in a certain diocefe of this nation^ 
a. living wo^r^h about fix hundred pounds a 
year. Thi«, and two or three more prefer- 
ments, maintain the doSiw in becoming eaft 
and €9rpnlincy» He keeps a chariot in town^ 
aodr a journeyman in the country ; and his cu« 
rate dnd his coach-borfes are his equal drudget, 
fftving that the four legged cattle are better fed, 
and have Jkeker cajfocks than his fpiritual dray-- 
h§rfi* The do£ior goes down once a year to 
fiMier bit flacky and fill his pockets, or, in other 
words, to receive the wages of his amhaffjl 
and then, fometimes in an afternoon, if - hit 
bdiy do not happen to be too full, he vouch-' 
fafes to mount the pulpit, and to inftru£k- his 
people in the greatnefs of his character and 
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his dulnefs. This compofes the whole parifii 
to re/i ; but, the do£tor one day diinouncing 
hiotfelf the Lorffs amhajfador with greater fire 
and loudnefs than could have been reafonably 
expefled from himy it rouzed a clown of the 
congregation, who waked his next neighbour^ 
with— ^Z)^^ htar^ Tom, d9^ft htar f Ay, 
fays Tom^ yawning, what does he fay f Say^ 
anfwercd the other, he fays a plaguy lye to be fur e % 
he fays as bow be is the Lord's Humbajfandor i 
but I do think he is more rather the Lord's 
Receiver 'General^ for he never comes but to take 
money. 

Six hundred pounds a year is, modeftly f^ak*^ 
ing^ a competent fee for lulling the largcft con* 
gregation in £ngiand afleep once in a twelve^ 

month,— i Such. tithes are the price §f tmp* 

pingy and fuch mighty odd» there are between, 
a curtain le^ure and a. cufhion^leSiure* 

The next piece of counfel I would give 
toy friends in blacky is, that when they are 
caught in a fmall crime, or fo, they would 
not always be throwing the blame upon %^ 
couple of civil perfons and good neighbourji^ 
called flefh and blood-, it is not fatisfadlory. A- 
bear, when he is hungry, may eat up a good 
chriftian> and give ^%Jlrong a reafon for it«-^ 

No*' 
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No, let them fin as they preachy and fcorn to 
tell us why or wherefore. 

Their ambition, of being fach near kinfmerf. 
to the apojlles^ has likewife done them a dif« 
kindnefs. A prieft may be a boon companion, 
and an admirable church- many and yet not be 
a bit like his coujit} Si. PauL It is therefore 
for the honour of the clergy, that I would 
have them drop their alliance with the faints : 
people will be making Jhameful cemparifons^ in 
which the gown, I doubt, will fuller ; for 
know all men, by thefe prefints^ that railing at 
the ' government, and undermining it, and 
the contempt of temperance and oaths, with 
other modes that are now orthodox, were not 
eipqftolical virtues in former days : and whereas 
humility, meeknefs, patience^ brotherly love 
and charity, are, at this day, every mother's 
ion of them, diffenters and fchifmaticSy the 
fiime were in fome fmall repute many hundred 
years ago. But what is that to our preferU 
apifftles ? 

I often amufe myielf with confidering the 
greatnefs and multiplicity of the charac- 
ters belonging^ to the orthodox clergy. The 
meaneft reader of them is a kinfman to the. 
apofUes, and our faviour's lieutenant^ and 
do«|:«kecpcr of heaven aad hell^ and the 
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^reafbr of Chriftians^ and the forgivi^ of §M^ 
and a trumpeter, and a watchman^ and a )ote^ 
neyoMn, and --(I am out of breath) an am* 
bafbdor. 

But, as great men as they are; it is hard, mt* 
thinks, that an honeft lay-man, inrtien hd Sktt\ 
linnet ftep up Jidirs^ without a tidcet from all 
atnbaflador, who is perhaps a-bed, or but dT 
humour, or taking his bottle of bis giri^ and 
the like. 

My friends, the ambafladors have another 
cuffom too, which favours not fo much of die 
ferpeni as it ought to do, A man cannot gjMlr 
eminent for his knowledge and writings, but 
forthwith the. ambafladors grow fearful Of him^ 
aind cry atheijl at him. This I would pray 
them to forbear. I own I have my own eiidb 
in giving them this wbolefome admonittotr'^ 
for, to tell it to my d^ar friend, the ivorU^ ^ a 
fecret, which I defire may go no further, i be* 
-gin myfelf to be more than apprehenfive of ibe 
charge of tf/^^//wi, againft.me* 

The church-men have, moreover, foiinl U 
for their intereft, time out of mind, that moft 
'of their foes ihould drink a bumper to BHrn* 
'huh next their heart every morning; No^, I 
declare I am not at all acquainted with the 
dbvil, and I defure the ambafladors, if be 
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ij^^imld tc^l them the contrai^, pqt to cr^tj 
hyn 9 for, whatever they may thiAJk of if, he ii 
g fad lying feJ^ow- .^ 

Mr. Locie^ 1 grant, gave them f^£^ci^i^ 
caufe to ahufe bim, by his fpeaiing vjeU of hu^ * 
nuimt MU^rfianding^ and exphin'wg the fcriptures^ 
]ptu^ for myfelf, I vow «nd proteft, upon thf 
word of an author^ I never yet did the clergy 
tbe Uqft ill Ojffice^ by teaching mankind either 
reafon or religion : I confefs, I love thein bp^^ 
well enough to merit th^ charaSier of an infidel^ 
but I keep my affedioo to piety and truth, to 
inyfelf, for fear of provoking the amhajfadon.^ 
ibey being engaged in another inter eft. 

J, who am their apologifl:, muft own, it is 
not without reafon they look afquint upon hu- 
manity, and ufeful knowledge, and moderati- 
on, and the like lay-virtues. A man that 
wants ligs^ would certainly think himielf in- 
Allied and reproached, fbpuld a pragmatical fel- 
low t^ke.it in his head to be dancing and cutting 
papers before him.. Folks that have no teethy d^ 
not kye cruft., 

B^t, notwithfianding all thefe friendly (^on- 
ceffion^ of mine in favour of the amhaffadors^ 
I muft ftill pray them, for the future, to keep 
ibiit aiheifm to themfelves, thpugh they may have a 
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^eM deal tf it U fiore. For, ' while there 
SL few left, who make bold to believe there i» 
another God befides the clergy^ an adherence to* 
fcripture and common fenfe will not hS\ to be 
approved by meny^ and would be hy nwre^ were 
It thought confident with the Sgnity md dlh 
Jigns of the ambailadors, to permt die commoit 
people to return to their fenfes. 

But this, alas f is not to be expeded, fo long 
as judgment and underftandingare fb apparent^ 
oppofite to the rights of the church. 

The Ronton clergy are juftified in keephig 
the laity in fubjed^ion and ignorance^ by a 
bold pretence to infallibility : whereat * our 
priefts, equally bold, butlefs reafon&bfe, would 
make us flaves and blockheads, and yet cami^ 
give us a reajonfor if. It is confefled they ham 
^ certain ha.rd word, one orthoA>^y which' Ts 
their friend at a pinch, and ferves them on all 
octafions, for a ready anfwer to tvtry ol^» 
tion. But this fame orthodox, though itfutfycosh 
vinces many gool church -men^ yet hath left its ort^ 
girn^I meaning, . and,, for many ages, fignifileit 
either every thing, or nothing. Indeed; wbea 
the church hath her handu unhound^ orrhoAf 
is a word of high importance^ and conftant]^ 
' fignifies the piltery and whipping- poftj and tile 
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^urch that , hath thefe reformrng engines of it^ 
fide, is, of courfe^ the moft apoftolical. 

This 9rthod(fx has likewife been compelled i» 
mean feveral ether meanings^ upon feveral occa- 
iions. Sometimes it is an altar, and fometimes 
a book of canons ; fometimes a convocation, 
and fometimes a mob; it is this minute a bi- 
fhop in his throne^ and the next a tithe-pig. 
Now and then it is ilavery and unlimited loy- 
alty, and prefentty it is fedition and rebellion, 
witheut referve. It is a tyrant when a mafter^ 
and an incendiary when a fervant, and either 
-plotting mifchief, or afting it. When it is a 
dodor, it argues by flrong hand, and, as ill as 
it likes the bible, it would keep it all to itfelft 
When It is in adverlity, it fnatches up the firft 
lemedy that comes to its hand, lawful or un« 
lawful ' but to others in the fame circumflances 
it recommends prayers and tears, efpecially 
when they are to no purpofe: if you give it all 
it alks, it will perhaps feem contented; but if 
you (hew its hated foe» moderation, the leaft 
countenance, it will fpit in your face, and 
c^i you fon of a whore : for, whatever dif. 
guife it appears in, it is very apt to be in a 
|iaflton, and call names ; nay, if its hands are 
mot tied, it will bite and fcratch, and kick, and 
ftng, and bounce and bellow> and knock down 
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But, as ufcful as tbisirtboda^e b to ibt «cIerg}Ft 
it will never jufiify them, ia thq epioioiK iol 
impartiai judges, for marking thft hc^ apd ttic^ 
elevated ijpiritt wkb< the. btand of; athiiUjii,^ 
virtue, loarniiig, and hMVaamt}^ wU §^4 
fiiends in fpite of ofthpif^^yy avd nvafty of 
the laity will live ia th< fear of Giod,;l€;t tk^ 
clergy take it ever fo Ui n and others will hf 
lovers of truth aqd naan^imi, at ib^ JhUflXii 
of being hat^ by the cburcb.^ 

I rau(| noi¥ have foipaetjMJc widi mfjmniff 
Ibt ambaflkdors, upon another point, find tl^f 
U tktit claim 0t divine right to every Ibi^g 
which they banre a mind to call ttein* 

It is certain the nu>nks airqnired moft- ijf ibrif 
pofieffions by fuch means and arts as IVQmW 
iiave been fcandalous and diabolical, 4{ad th^ 
been pra^fed by lay-nun, fiut clerJti^ mi^ 
have the facred privilege of tricking and playing 
the.devtl for the profperity of the chur^Ju IffcK^r 
thefe pofieffions of the monks, though forfii^t^ 
to the crown by ^e law, for having bew fiW 
dulently got, and unjuftly kept, to maintain Ji^ 
/9iine& and debauchery, are to this hour daio^ 
ed by our prefint monisy as the undoubted fui* 
^efTors of the ^tber bald vernuot in pttrk^ 9f 
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JkHrhlu and ofmanmrs. Thus aiming in every 
point to refemble thefe their pious predeceflbrs^ 
they would willingly hold their lands by rogutr^ 
and droim right. 

The antient moidcs were much more gener- 
ous and reafonable than the frefintfit ; for thejf 
gave their bubblet an t^uivalent for their wealth 
^«-Tbey would at any time jockey away a fmalt 
tenement in Abraham^h bofom, for a rich ma^ 
nor in England i whereas our motkrn monia^ 
liotwithflanding their- avowed authority ovea 
their maker, and his dominions aiavey are fq^ 
far from dealing like chapmen, that, in ex* 
change for our pofleffions, they do not to muck 
E8 offer us a little bargain in paradKe* If the 
froprietj of that ground be ihsirs^ they might at 
leaft tender a future cottage for a pnfent palace, 
land the father, becaufe by experience we know» 
that, when vfc are at their mercy, they allow u% 
in this Rfty little elfe but dungeons, whips 
find chains, and the like inducements to reve- 
-yence the priefthood, who, for the good of our 
Jhmk^ ufe our bodies bloody ill. And it cannot 
be denied, when the ambaj^dors are let loofe, 
they aft as if they were, in truth, the fcourges of 
Cad, by divine right. 

^ow, I, their apologift» do earneftly per- 
fuade the ambafiadors to drop this claimt AH 
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the laics who read the bible know there is no- 
thing of it in that book, and they do not fee 
that the clergy live in fo good an uhderftand- 
ing and conformity with their maker, as to me- 
rit from him a grant of all the lands iii EngUni 
by word of mouth. 

" What they have by human right let them 
keep, and make much of it; nay (to plleafc 
them) let them wrangle and go to law about it 
as much and as often as they will — But thi^ is 
a hint they do not want. A parfon's biill and 
his ' grey pad feed on tithe-hay and com^ 
which is the provender of thefe brutes by Di" 
vine rights and yet I never obfcrved they grew 
fitter upon this divine food than a hy^bull end 
<f lay-ftme horfe^ or were Iffs addicted to car^^^ 
fiality and lewdnefs, 

I {hall fay nothing here of the divine right 
which doubtlefs the ambalTadors have to pba^a' 
lities and non^refidence : Only by the by, fupK» 
pofe the earl of Stair fliouki defire his majefty 
to make him ambaflador to half a dozen courts : 
befide that of France^ and undertake to execute 
all thefe employments by his footmen^ I fancy 
his excellency would be roundly told. That 
difcharging an ambafly by a curate is fuch a 
Soloecifm in politics as a hj-minift^ inuft not 
be guilty of- 

I 
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I now proceed to another catholic topic, 
which is run into prodigious luxnriancy and ir- 
regularity ; I mean the good art of lying for the 
church. I do not intend to debar the amhajfa' 
dors -from their moft righteous and moft antient 
pradiicc of martyring their confcience to their 
cailbcic, and venturing their precious fouls 
againfl: the dangerous and fanatical incroach- 
ments of their oJd foe, truths which was ne- 
ver a friend to the trade of the tippit. ^ It is 
to be wifticd, however, that their laudable zeal 
for this venerable u/age were a /itiie limited ; 
and therefore that it may not grow ufelefs by 
being altogether boundlefs, as it is at this Day^ I, 
tke apohgift for the church, prompted by pure 
afledtion, wilt make bold to lay down ttvo' 
Rules to be obfervcd by the amhajfadors^ who are 
hfars for the good of it ^ as well as Sir H. Wooton 
was for the good of the ftate. * 

And firft, I imploie them, as they love their 
precious livings^ rot to fib out of the bible. I 
know it is the hardeA thing xx\ the world to 
break men of a long andjirong habit, particu- 
larly when they much delight in it ; but I pray 
them to confider that the biUe is the mod auk-* 
ward creature under the fun at fathering a lye. 
You may eafily know when he is quoted for a' 
falfehood, for, if you afk him, he will deal up-^ 
♦ ^ rightly 

^ Sir Henry fTooton defiaed an ambaflador, A man thtt (ytd 
fie the good of bit ceuatrji. 
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rightly with you, aild tell you the naked truths 
It was a malicious thing of our anceftors,- 
and a great blow upon the ambaJfaJors^ to 
teach this - foreigner our Language j for, ever - 
fince he has been /^^/nm/ix/^^ and taught EtigUfi^ 
he blabs out every thing he knows. 

Good io&oTSj take warning from the 
wi'iUhtd fate of a brother doSior^ * who, in a fii* 
rious fit of zeal to dedroy his country, and 
fave the church, took a pafTage or two out of 
the bi^le, that wefre oot in it« Upon this fomt' 
unleavened lay-men^ who had a fingular afieo* 
tion for the feripture, but were bitter enemies- 
to the church, went and confulted their M- 
friend the bible, who told them frankly, and 
.like a neighbour,, that this favimr of tbt* 
church had Myed him ; and, after fpendin^lfaliie^ 
moments in admirations of the dodor's Wani' 
of memory^ added, That the doSivr and 'hi bat^ 
never been, ,in the Uajly acquainted in all tbur 
lives. 

A fire Jlrohe this upon our ambajfador^ but 
it did not reft here. Thefc Ifard-hearted lay*' 
men, preferring the reputation of an $hf$kH^ 
ireatife to that of a modijh ambajfador^ hung vf 
the ftory ^x. . WeJlminfter'HaUy and then pub*' 
li{hed it to all the world. Which dreadftil- 
ufage did fo provoke the meek ambaffaioTj 1B^$Sof 

bom 
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from that hour to this, he could never endure 
law, or gofpel, or truth, or good manners ; 
but, being now both diftraded and hardened to» 
a degree, he fwears and rails, and lyes more or 
lefs every day in the week, hut moft terribly on 
Sundays. 

Behold the damage which accrues to the 
church from the aptnefs of the bible to tell 
tales I 

This boldnefs in us lay^animah^ or, as a 
gnat church malt t loves to call us, ^he biafts of 
tbi piopl^ to meddle with Icoowledge, and 
flydy the awrdofGod^ is undoubtedly a ihame* 
fill infult upon the ambajfadors^ aod a manifeft 
inpfopriation of their rights and profits^ But 
there b no help for it, the laity will, againji 
all naprn^ be exercifing their reafon^ and, 
jvdg^Ag in things which, though plain and neccf*. 
j^fs ought to xtxsmviTL profound myftery^ All 
this is the more intolerable, for that both the 
prophets and apodles give a very harfb and 
uolcind charaftcr of our prefent orthodox clergy. 
It ts well for thefe calumniators and laiv^church^ 
men^ that they are d^ad. 

,. Having now. (hewed the emhajfadors that it 
it by no means fafe, even when the church i^ 
itt the greateft danger, to lye for its prefervatioa 
OMt of the holy fcriptures^ which are ever baci^ 
warj to own and vindicate the caufe of the 

caffick 
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€tjffock ; I proceed to give them a rule to lye 
by, when they fetch their falflioods out of their 
own heads — And it is only this, to lye wiih 
frobahility. How many a glorious catholic fir* 
gery has been murthered by making it too fff- 
iholic^ that is, too monftrous ? What pity it is 
there fhould be any excefs in piety and g^i 
works ! 

In the tiiTje jof the late rebellion I dined, 
by accident, at a gentleman's houfe in the 
%veft^ who made no fecret of his being a Ja- 
cobite, or, as he explained it, a true church* 
man. The parfon^ I found, was gone to the 
next village to cater for newSy and, being 
impatiently expefted by the Efquire, arrived 
juft as we were fitting down to dinner. Welly 
dodkir, fays his worfhip, TVhat is the wordf 
MARy MARy Sir^ replied the doaor, 
IFhatJhould it be ? Here all the family chuckled, 
perceiving the good man had got a packet 
that pleafed him. However, before be broached 
his left newsy he let us know that king George 
(to whom he gave another name) had got a 
guard about him, confiding oi five thtufgni 
Turks, and ten thoufand prejby{erian parfons% 
Thefe /// tidings made madam figh for the 
church, and therefore the dodlor haftened to 
tell her bmer. Come^ madam, fays he, hold up% 

dof 
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day dawns in the norths the brave Mar has two 
hundred thoufand Highlanders well armed and 
principled^ to ferve your ladyfljtp and the church ; 
and three hundred and fourfcore great French 
Jhips of war were this morning feen making 
towards Portfnrjouth. The lady thanked God 
with an ejaculaiion, and his amhajfador with a 
glafs of (berry; He then proceedeJ to affure 
us, l^hat the Duke of Argyle'i army had deferted 
to a man^ and that his Grace himfelf was fled in 
a poor fJBing'hoat to Greenland, or Tome where, 
far away ; that his majefty had ftole away from 
St, James' J, and was not to be found high nor 
iow ; and that the duke of Marlborough bit his 
thumbs J and looked as pale as a/he s. This great 
news procured the amhajfador the other glafs of 
fhcrry, and madam clapped the other cuftard 
upon his plate. He then afTured us, of his own 
knowledge, that the duke of Berwick had^ on 
fome occafton or other ^ given the earl of Stair a 
terrible box on the ear^ and ordered him to leave 
the kingdom in three hoursy on pain of being put 
in the ftocks, A brave man this duke of Ber- 
wick, fays ' a booby at the parfon*s elbow, the 
'AjuirVs eldeft fon. Ay^ fays the parfon, and. 

Here is to Berwick the bo/dj 
And may his Gra<e live to grow old. 



He 
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He went on in this wantonnefe of hncy^ and 
lyed and rbimed beyond all bounds. The 
'fquire iqueexed him by tbe hand, and put bis 
health round, and I faw nothing but mirth and 
gaiety. For myfeif, I laughed with the reft, 
. and owned the amiaffador*s news to be wmidir- 
ful firange. He was afterwards very arch upon 
a brace of Turis, and a garden of turnips 
that he planted in his majefty's bedchamber. 
But as he was going on with his news and ca« 
.lumny, and ju/t Jhipping off tbe rwyal fiamfy^ 
foi whom he had provided a lodging fome- 
• where in Holland^ an honeft gentleman cane 
in with the printed account of both the baitb 
-of Prefun^ and that of Dumblain\ for, living 
,£ir from a poft-town, he had his letters bvt 
once a week.. Tbe amhaffador was infiandy 
.taken with an occaGon to make water,, and 
left both his nevrs and his cuftard unfiniflied. 
:But I told the gentleman the wondera the 
'<lodor had told us^ and he fbewed us the ouMi- 
flrous impoffibility of them ; which had fo ggod 
an efFe<9, that though he continues his trade 
- to this day, and lyes as fervently as ever, ofpe- 
cially from his wooden fan^fuarjy yet the per- 
verfe people uncharitably rcfufe to be any longer 
his rogues and atealots ^ whereas, lefore thia 
his unhippy detedion, he could fet them < 

lailifl^ 
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ridiing^ and fwearing, and mobbing, at his 

"tbrijiian plea/ure^ It is true, many of the ^9od 

^iWOffun are ftill bis believers and conformljl^ \ 

but this is afcribcd to a cauje not quite fo Jpi^ 

rituoL 

Take warning, O reverend amhajfadors^ from 
.'^Ihs' forlorn mifcarriage of this your blundering 
.ir^her^ who, tranfported with orthodox zealy 
-carried a well-meaning lye bejrond the « bounds 
of likelihood, and has thereby utterly difabUd 
himfeif from ferving the church and his t^der^ 
< as long as he lives— • Better, oh better he h^d 
'^>cen a bed that inaufpicious day, though wfth 
'jbis handmaid^ as ufuaL 

-Not /b the artful and eloquent father Frayici%\^ 

•who holds forth a lye, and weeps over a lye, 

with a praife-worthy cunning and dexterity. 

^He drefles up the pretty puppit fo amiably, dll 

at the coft and charges of his own fancy^ and 

-ilamcnts over it fo movingly, that there is not 

a dry eye, nor a dry handkerchief, in the whde 

CDfigr4fg2ition. The tears and rage of his 

Tibearers are equally in his power ; the whole 

-^or would, no doubt, envy him, were he 

«i>t, though greatly lewd, an excelUnt church^ 

'^man. 

'■ "He was once ratfing the pity of hishfeareriB, 
for' z hopeful^ unforHinaU young gentleman, 
irbOty though born to three great eftatesy was fo 

• Dr, IrantiiAttirhuryy Wihop q{ Rtcbtjler. 
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ill ufcd, and perfecutedy that he had not a hovd 
to put his catholic bead in. In (hort, .he df« 
fcribed the poor M's circumftances fo aitftilljt 
and lamented him fo pathetically, that I thruft 
my hand into my pocket, and, had tbs Prf^ 
tender been within three pews of me, I (hould 
infallibly have reached him half a crown ; .a 
larger charity than I give to every poor b$^t 
I perceived the fame fympathy and commifera- 
tion in the looks of the whole church. 

On every 30th of January^ how many hatA* 
■en does he fend home, calling for their f/rtf- 
vers^ to hew in pieces all the Prejbyterian da* 
tnonSj that had a hand in the Jlaughter of the 
martyr ! For it is a {landing maxim and nfotue 
amongft the amhnjfadors^ that all the diilent- 
ers, who ever lived, or {hall live, to the end 
of the world, muft be the very individual nun 
that murthered King Charles the Firft with their 
^wn hands. Another time he gave us a fright- 
ful xmz^e and defcription of Oliver CromwelPt 
time; but he threw fo many modern incidtnts 
into the character, that the whole congrega*' 
tion miftook him to mean the prefent reign^ and 
I, like a booby, amongft the reft, was of the 
fame opinion ; and he put me fo out of- hu- 
mour with the court and the miniftry, that I 
fnatched up my hat and cane, and went dt* 
reclly to expoftukte with a fecretary of futif 

upon 
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lipon -the drsaiful doings and m/nrnnagifmnts 
ipMikh friar Fnmds had polftted at ; I like- 
wife intended to admoniih the cHtrtiers t9 he 
rwki by ibt ^^gj^ ^f ^*<y expeHed to froffer. 
Boty when I came xo'^U^amif^^ I found that 
diings had quite another face ihertj than wheli 
they cAme out of the mouth of frimr Francis. 
So I kept .n^ bufinefs to myftlf, and fneaked 
off, warned however to truft no More to the re* 
prefentations of this reverend father in guile. 

But, I hope, for the fake of tbeambojfadarf^. 
no body elfe will take the fame pains to be un<- 
tau^^t the apojlolieal forgeries^ which their ex* 
eelknciee may find it convenient to broach front- 
time to tisie -— Such a rafh proceeding would 
utterly deftroy the credit of the caflbck through* 
out this land. But my honourable friends know 
themlblvcs.yery fafe in. the conformable tredulitf 
. of tfaebr heairers : and yet I.m'uft ftill praife that- 
wary i§£lor rmftj who lyes bejl^ ' that is, like. 
friar Francis, T^oji artfully^ He ^cll kriows^ 
that ike pious art of faljhood is the otdy engine 
they* have left to defend the reputation of the 
crap^ and to wound that of their great- r/vtf/ 
for fower^ the Governmekt. He therefore 
manages with, care and* art. this laftjbift. 

I have already glvei^ z^reafin fufficient^ why 
oaths oug^t not to hamftring the ambajfadors^ 

Vofel. Q to 



XXL A Co&DiAX. fir Low SFiUT^, 

» • ■ 

I 

1^ which I will here add^ in di^^mpe. 6f . ikit ii^^ 
iminfjin of ^jurj^ - tba<:if thnr Aimmlal diF* 
4001 and prafiice U all ages W of nylbl^ 
as fomctifne^ caftom ^oAc creates law. jdM 
Iicre is ^all Uppfogy m a ftw word$9 for $a 
^niiti iiUtgyrnm as have firfumru to Ur. pm«i 
ii^ majefiy for the iNrcfervatiim of dRtaT' C|^ 
iKMtrds add :///i|f» rf whkb th$ bsfy ^imkU^ 
mmdi thim mmfitiru It is not» thereioriT) wkk- 
out valuable e^nfideratims^ that J9ie imJU^^iiM 
$irufi$ have itconciled themiehres to this 1&0f^« 
jmtf finy and made perjury the ^e^^ifft Ikf/k v^^* 
sler tibe fos. Not hut that the im^nMi^ ,|^ 
deaturts can abftain ffX)m it (as mudh M .thief 
are ufed to it^ when diere is nwn gH by Kmr- 

I knew the mnhaffiukr $/ a parifi nedr jAe 
Jbifi^ who had for many yesii^ fWMt^ anf 
frayed with cm^nt mfirmiffy and ^^oy^ 
Jlis Itvmg and his OAoUr^ widi6ut ^e leaS 
lumuh ia his confcience, till the he^Mii| 
tiifm k^ rMUm \ but this fame coii(i(ieiicfc 
of his (being fomething of a tinu^Jerver) ou 
feoner hevd that the Higbhuden wore Mi^ 
bat ff began to rife too» and gave die Mr 
feveral bints, which he thoe^t were Jt^ Wd 
uafindih. In flx>rt» k drew tip a ifkMr 
llrance to him, by Whkh it an>oared» ' tbit' if 
lit did but handle <he preft^nt opportuniqr wA 

k 
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ii mght bid fair to get fomething^ withut kfing 
imy things The doSfor was ready to follow 
'the advice of fo rational a confcicnce, and fl> 
prgteniid to quit his parifli, becaufe as h^ told 
his people in a doleful difcourfe at partings be 
could not, with anj eonfdence^ pray for a printi 
who had no rights and fo f6r{h. Ihms the 
ioObr feemed to rifk a fmall lirittg f6r the 
' gpod dT his podr foul, and a dtanfj : and only 
feemed^ for, being as cautious as he was con/ci'* 
intioUSj he had his churcK fapplied with a A- 
futf^andfajador^ vulgarly called a curate. How- 
ever, the do£lor enjoyed the honour atid cM- 
rafter of a cwfejfor for a few weeks, and tbi^ 
'the defeats^ of Mar and Forjler gave him fuJdh 
convincing proofs of his enajeflfs right, th^t his 
toilrtdoud confcience, the befl-natured yiilSng 
thing alive, made him and p^ijury cttrHdl friends 
otice more. He took the oaths, aild kept his 
' pauriOi, and prays now for the goyernmeht mth 
the filme fincirifj as ener. 

Before 1 have done, I mull have a little dmt 

with my friends, the anihajfadofs, upon the hesad 

'q( poSiics', and I cannot but conceive (bey afe 

Yomcwhat too fickle ahd chatiging in lYidtfriehi* 

^j^ip and enmity to princes andftatts : and iiiton- 

ftancy in fchcmcs is an cffenthil error inj/Wf//^ 

G z The 
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The amhajfaiors were, for fome time, ex* 

needing fond ,of the late French Kingy vrbp in.- 

deed took prevailing methods to pleafe theni. 

In the firft place he exerted the full frer^ga- 

iivi of a monarch by divine rigbt^ upon hi$ 

lay-fubjiSlSy and treated them as flaves Borft 

to breathe but for his pleafure. Secondly, he 

firove glorioufly, l|y frauds and violence, to 

deftroy the nioft poweiful and moft obnoxious 

neft of republicans in the world, dull Dutch" 

.men^ that will be for trade and liberty of <09« 

fcience^ let our clergy fay what they wiO. to 

the contrary. Thirdly, (O glorious article f) 

He exercifed fuch wholfom fevtritiis upon dif 

Jentsrs^ that every true churchman ought to 

worjhip him to ^all eternity. And yet, after 

all this complicated merit, they withdrew ihAr 

troti£fion from him, as foon as he grew friends 

with King IVilUamm But he quickly merited 

their fmiles.; for he bravely broke his fiiitb, 

and fell a murdering the damned Dutch again : 

. and, during the whole courfe of the war^ the/ 

continued to grieve for bis lofTes, and to curfe 

the Duke of Marlborough for flopping the 

courfe of his mofl chrijlian cruelties. But ftill 

they grumbled at his flownefs in lending 'them 

a few fiips and troops to do a certain y«^ which 

they had msiA at hearty becaufe it would have 

changed 
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changed the ill-contrived model of our laws and' 
religion into a form more phajtng to them. 

The regent was honoured with their good 
£ra£is^ while he was fufpe£led of aiding the 
ubellion for the church \ but, now it appears 
he has no fpite agaiaft their country and con* 
flitution^ they have taken up a mortal one at 
]iim« 

Sweden was once the only ohjeft of their 
affeSion and their prayers, whilft its king was^ 
cucpe^d with a fleet and army to refcue the 
thereby hy fire and fword, and popery^ from the 
danger of a protejiant go^)ernment^ But Sweden 
failed thetii, and prefently 
. ..The. czar of Mufcovy got into their favour, 
and jt. wa,s ftrongly hoped, that that meek mo* 
n^sb would fet fire to the nation, and help 
^i}iifkclmrcb\%, and though he baulked them, the 
awk^Jfifdots are ftill fond of him, he havings by 
his bmfHmity to bis fon and federal others^ (hewn, 
tJMyfc be knoiws the ufe of wholfom feverities ; be« 
fidci^ it ,is thought he ha^s no good will fir £iig«* 
land* 

.,; Th^ Turk was at one time a Oerj popular 
clmrfkmn^ for he was at war with the chn« 
^ansy and therefore •— — ^- great things were 
€9tfiOt^ from him by the ambajadon^ fox 



fik J>r^sriiji of th dfurcb : Bu^ ^fmgfi^JS^ 
gtne who is not a good churchman^ drove tb^ 
MabomUan jpritad ^IjAck to his whor^Ji^fe 
again — -^ 

Even the e^iror bifnfe)ft when it MFa% i^ 
ported he had given hU fifter to the prtundin^, 

to tbi church of England ; but, that ,fye M$t, 
tr^vwg^ trm, his hf^eriol m^ifty Joft ^gmxA 
^mongft the anAaffadmti^ and is at prefeilt tm 
fii^ 4irgfac« with them» that nothtng bi|t itr 
g/uHg U m^%. naket them kcq^aaafiirea^ipiilf^ 

r The Dutch were ever the objefb of iM^ii^ 
4%nation and utter averfion, but, at tbta^^pr^ 
feat time, even thefo nfublicauii^ amd M^Mm 
Jfiam^ Ifff Aim Jhumifs ho /igmng tbi ftm^ 
dttypk iUEsmo^ have won tike hearts d^ 
mobafiukrs^ and iir Higan MAg§m 4ttn^ , 
the good foitune to be deemed jmUciom 
moderate fibifmatkf ^ hut I ^on in gteat ^diril 
tfaat^^dKy. vnll ^nj Jborthf aager tkm €hm^ 
aigain. . ^.4 

Bot fmffim Mormif $ny cUmt^ !•, ^^^ 
p0Umainin Burip^ tbi^Pope bimfitf mi mmop^ 
oiy their profimt fmmnnH and dmrUtf^ ni^Jv 
ditugh imwoidiy> expe^ (boa to ba» fvhfmr 

niog 



ifii^ thiii' imanfiuitabli mcmium ttpon Mh and 
$hm, - • * 

Their tove of this potent K^Obtmbi* 
man^ who like another CanUfial Ldudy leaAi 
his' pnpH bj the aoft,, and the piirfthftrhigs^ 
em proceed from ntothing but tfaeir fbndftefe 
for mnHts if clkmitfj to which. It leems, m^ 
fXmi (hews a ftrong kickoatioii, pirticularljr^ 
in an im/hmci or two that §mttmt hut pliafi Hk 
iiburti. ' 

We^ all know thint ate federal vrMhjr Eng^ 
jifiAmiH^ iht sflitd friends ^ &mr wiAmffadjtH 
wtAhjei fi^fonrs fir thi chw^ who li^e kkm 
mmgmiiM in- kaifi ztA w[% fid miAirumho from 
AeFopds iails^ Now dMf Imng cardhud ha% 
ki 'bii \r9fal Imnif^ invitad thefe ^om frHg^ 
Jhm^ into Iwkk^dim^ ofi^jring >them a OMfiel^ 
atti- aicbed^ tfuMigk k ia feaied tbi^fff8feBti^«r« 
&uneHt hath taken fucb unMioBc rs^hriimu aa 
pmtf fyut: the iMrdmaPs majoftf out of huBMiirt 
wobtm^ Kmto tbango hi$ ndtuli 
-'^'SbiOmofe 'fyng. too ii iiei>er to be fcrghwtt 
b^i.Mjr man who wiflieawdl to the^Awnriftaiid 
wdjj^niff^ <bc creating fiicb a dangormu fJUfai 
ifi\^4m CairXrkVi^fim^ who IrtMb too aptMto 
^Mia to iipA iht droadfU bt^fr tif f¥$if/imi 
fowditr and baU* 

G 4 .ft 




?<It W4^ ni«e iff Sir««^ Krbradc ilTi^ 
ef fo many iwiJ Sfaniardsy who Were 
fsnutaUi idkmmr^ and m-vUfr addtafd^ 
img^ \% u Ifii0 ibejr afhrtodris hSizir^ 
iiefaret like i«fM%f lv^ they Tj^ugBi UtA^^^i^ 
fijk i^^ the Mar fiih-J^ ZdmS'a' f^^ 

where bis ExcejlieKy kas m»dk; theftitlhewtbtf 
true Spanifi braviry^ by beating Sir^(?«»f^^ 
bravely, knd ninmog away from hkn bloodily. 
And k 18 plain to all the world, that they fliew«« 
fd, by ai«iUl^^ibl«, thtyrfcQiJledrtodie to.pleaie 
%\k2XmircikfS'biriti€. : . . ..\ 

I could add many particulars to illliftrate the 
^orth of my iminent client^ pftrfrn Aiberoni^ 
whofe. great oafACtiy- U ruU his mfier^ is vifiyo 
to'mankind. c I^odd filKewtfe jiifift that hebu 
^8 good a ri^t ;a9 4«gr ntherfmjicrivkar wfaatw 
lbefcr» to off at^i^imes iisi'4ff^d$t)^ by nourifli. 
ing.war and defolaftton. . .. \ 

But I will, wave the .detail of thefe points^ 
though there is a, grjai-deal in then/, having: a 
grand- thing to urge in his behalf, whidiMea* 
ders him Angularly dear U all true chardmmu 
«— lUador, a w$rd in your gory parToa -jAk* 
T9m intends, if King GiQrgk would but Ictt hioH 
jto nfi^re ■ a^d th church-hmdu 

San^um fiftumq\ diim t 

Haviiig 



,fI«Tii^ left this is^mrtant irtiifper upon the 
xe*der*a iQeinory, I flitll by no mm«. 

. .A^ .Bi Not one of the numermu uifwcr%- 
vrtlfcfa will be made to thii ^pt^t will be worth 
retding.. Butt at the iMrntft- requcft of my JMifc- 
^Zrr, I defi^ to wiiie and pidilifii a nphf tm 
w^f» which I dclire enr; bodjr to buy.- 
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Danger of the Church* 

PROVING, 

That the C h u r c h is» and ought to 
be always in Danger ; and diat it 
would be dangeraus for her to be 
out of Danger. 

Being a Second Part of the A po t o c t 
for Parfon ALBERONL 
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nr^sSE prdped of dbiog grett tnd ufefiil 
. j^ . tdionsy or the confidberation of bavr 
iiig done ihem, muft needs be matter of pka^ 
Aiie and triumph to a mind boneftly anibi* 
lioiii. It is therefore- no little joy to- me t0 
refleS^ that. I baire bef^ a. perfim of notable 
moment and iig^ificancy this . winter ; by 4ny 
fiientious defence of bigb-chnrcby and tii> truA 
ibmrff.. I have . placed its true fens and pver- 
feen in a true Jigbt, in whidi every one- 
may behold them» and hw thurn witk bis fati^ 
Utbimrth. j 

As all pious deeds^ meet with* ibme rewardj 
«dier.in' the. intei^al iatisfaffion of the mind, 
or from . the monuments of praife ereded hf 
manlcind to the therj I have no reafbO' to fay 
that my late apology went without its rccom- 
rp^<¥^l fined hy.it I have gained, what I fin- 
-ceiely aimed at» to the gtnuine prieftbood all 
d«ie bpnour, and to myfclf ■ « But it 
becomes me, who am but a privatt giuilemmf 
to icr ve my country for nothing. 

. There is, however, Comt good fortune ge- 
IKf ally. MMading the brovf mm Y|ho draws, in 

defence 



:.||4 -<ffiMiM*fc'j^i|«CBtiilhiW!i|. 
dcfenee of tin ^ church. Slie. u -• kid^ratil 

though voluntary champion, auii two pak : of 
ihoes and a beaver the richer, for wearing out 
Mm pent, ^m^idmuSSm^ ^Of^tafiy^iUtkcS 
i»kiit*ht9 4Mt€m, I^ilhwaotrfipiflipril^ot 
mi< a >t0odH^idE-cafe^ wHklr I mmkcimfi^^mF^ 
dM^f HmMwI Iff'V f«ir 4ajii«ttMirtli9;bij^ 
f kite for dbaft ^rftefe^ tt-lMi ^MryijuiiAiifi^ 
ItMiMeD^'piemfMetfll Im^mf^^^tsar^iOi^ ^^if^M 
■mt knd ipt^t ' irtetlMh1Nh#f{ikHt^^ 

iirti» ptMrcktfes my braim^ 9C f^^ «iiioii * 

<I IroiM wiltif^ ibU bin. ihe^UerffeVM^ 

tlHOirtwo dr tbMe Kltlt*«iie» iiM ihtr bwglifc | 

but he (hakes his ears, and feeois 40^^hiffik^ 

< in- this Aanner is mj pmgiuam: htkd^iflm 
come M offMof wie und-mmtakxlpm^ ^st^be 
^mplbytd vrfiolly m the intereft of iktfifmfmt 

/ ptirfiiant to this :I h^ve « prc^ieA' ttchr^^an 
fbot^ wbichf if My eneours^^ nM tiMlM 
the finiverfar credit and emoKuneiif oJF HUk 
dt/hrfid chunk, in fliorf, fr is my p«i)MA t» 
expofe my head, and the fsntitttfe AenM^ t^ 
ilde by auAion^ at St. Pmin Chzfm4^cffjk mt 
At 33d of Mtf-mist ; * atunMcfr iiMr'Mt 



^ 



fjibcoy.:! io hcr^ humbly ^bope andbcgtlie 
fttf&ice and encouragement of alt the>rcve« 
•fend acalots. witbin this realm. Tbepartka** 
:Jass are as follows : 

A CATALQGUE 

Of unborn pamphlets, and iatyrs, to be fuh^ 
\liSboA at foon as they are broioght forth, for the 
benefit of our mother churchy and her hopdU 
iboys, the parfofis* . . 

Imprimis J The nature and aecefiljr of te 
vcdefiafttcal delirium^ or the i|t of holy feim- 
. :i0g»: Written in tbeftileef she etoquent Vif. 
. SiuheveriL 

'■- 2#.The holy monopoly ; or m new convey- 

'snQO #f toi old grants figncd ^^i ftaIeil>jrA9e^ ; 

^);»rovingAe cfergy to be the natural lordl of ^tl 

the women and land in Gnat Britain^ and the 

-tigki^ 9tcMfi9f$ of. both, in fpite of aR lay-^ 

aiid n»t*rDlls whatfocver, ■■■ . A valuable 

'.^ * pmpinet* 

3* The tribe of IJluhari or an argoment 

' tOk ffo^ that the laity have a right to no li- 

. * fcerty, - hut that of being flaves to the dergy* 

, f To which is added an appendix, proWng that 

' Ae parfons ought to govern the world. 

4i The modem paradox ; or ^ deoHonftra* 

: />tion that ^ungodfineCs may be orthodoxy and a 

good life damnable* The whole being intend 

ed 



cd. for a defence of the Reverend Dr. Aifikqi^ 
fv/ tnd a reproof to Mr. Whifinn. 
> 5. The" truth 6f contradidiov ; xx churdir' 
arithmetic, demonUraiting, That thrn it mk^ 
end $ne is tbree. 

6. The imreaforiaUefiefs'ofunderfltiidmgthe'' 
iilripture* ^ 

. 7. The abf<^ute neceff tj of underftandiBg oiCr 
{d^!^ to the clergy. 

8. The innocence of peijuff and rd>cIfioii» 

•^ A plun proof that, laymen Aiayi liwfiillf 
commit fin, if they will pay for it, and kaed 
for pardon to the clergy. ^ \ 

There- are feveral nIoreMSS. 6f the like. fia* 
ture and. tendency^^ which > may be faen at' 
the place of (ale^^with Ihr price mAiked.>9^^* 
them* 

I have already tonfefled, that my huddbk ^at- 
tempts to ferve the church have not altogetiier 
mtfied their recompence ; and if the latr ^JU' 
martyr J Jemmy Shepherd, with fofne other Mr* 
th$d»x gfntUminj who fought and wore liangirf'' 
for the church, did not fare fo^ merrily^ U wia 
becaufe the der^ were not confulttid and obeyot^, ^ 
as queftionlefs they ought to have been. Bit 
thus it will ever be, while the king and piurlia- 
ment are fufftrU to^ ad indtpmign^w ttacm* 

Siacflf 



A CbiDiAt for Low Spirits. ryj 

Since therefore I have fucceeded in ];ny honed 
tndlcavours, to fet up the parfbns as the idols of 
the univerfe, I cannot, in gratitude to then^ 
and myfelF, forbear purfuing my blow^ till I 
\iVft fattated their holy leachery, and Mr. LtJTtf^ 
prophecy, by perfuading mankind, to jhll down 
htfore.tbem^ with their f das to the iarth^ and lick 
up the duft of their feet. And, when I have onc^ 
obliged the lay Gibepmtes to be as refpeSful and 
miferahle z% becomes them, the clergy and I will 
lit down together, and Aicrifice to wine and 
tobacco* 

In the mean while it ihall be my prefent ta(k 
\ to confound' gainfaycrs, by proving. That ihg 
ihjftrcb is J and ought to he in danger y and that ii 
%u$s^ fe dangerous for her to he out of danger. 

But, before I proceed, I muft, for my own fc- 
curity £fbm cavillers, and for the greater clear- 
fidk atjitj difcourfe, fettle the iitst which I and 
all men ought to have of the church, by defining 
the won!. The church, then, is a fable fociety of 
gentlemen^ wearing broad tats and deep gar* 
ments j who pojfefs great part of the wealth and 
power, of the worlds and would have ally as a re 
ward fir kieping mankind in deoent ignorance and 
bmdage* 

And now I enter upon my defign, with great 
«]tciiity of heart* 

1 
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I •WD tbe gofpcl makes this^ fioiy of the 
church's danger a meer fable ; but be U alfo* 
known, that, though our faviour/iajs^thc^ gate» of 
bell fliall not prevail againft it^ a»r parfms will 
oot take his word for it. I am forry with all 
my heart, for the great mifunderftandbg and 
difierence which there are between Jefua Chdft 
90d his amba(Iadors» almoft 10 every point o| 
belief and practice i and, I confefe, it is veijf 
oddy that theys who. pretend all their power nr, 
be from hioi, (hould not-ciedit his noft finr 
ictihi ptOtnifes ; but I fee no remedy for thffii 
tfain9i« 

I, that am a layman, find great comBlbct in 
being a Chriftian and a believer ; and pactioH. 
larly I am fo much of a heretic* as to think^ 
tha(;» when our Saviour faid his Father was fjmx^ 
er \\ati he, he did not tell a word of tf^lye ; X 
know his ambafladora are of another Qpiaioair 
but I have fiiith in Chrift Jefus» 

The danger of the church <;omea. ff^m 
dWirs caufesit the principal of wbiciv I flialL|iodpi» 
M'.up* . -^ .. .-•...,. *^. 

And fyif cottinMS feofe and fobfiff)^ Ml 
great enemies to the church. Whtts Mm 
are fober and rational, they can fee abou$ tiMH 
tnd want that largjs coi^petency of brm^^cfi^ 
which fo eminently quali&es a (pan f^ % gort 
\ churdimam 
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cbtirchmaiu So long a9 they are deftitute of that 
tstJe to crthodixy, tbty will be attending to the 
means of tbeif own intereft and fafety> thai^ 
which no greater rubs can be thrown in the 
.priefihood's way. 
. Not many years ago, when we were beating 
our enemies, knd defending ourfelfaa and. £«• 
K^ from chains ; when fuccefa and reputa- 
tioa attendee} ua abroad, and we fiouriibed in 
peace and fecurity at home $ an ignorant pcrioii 
would tUnk we were a happy people^ and indeed 
^M.wcffefe: But what tken ? Otur bappinf&a 
ttiiftuf t and concord^ were not only utterly ifl** 
confifteat with the welfiu-e of the cburcb ; but 
put it into terrible danger: And therefore alt 
her true fbos bent their whole might and 9ea^ 
to rdiiere her by diflrafttng the nation i aaA 
their pioua and fitry endeairoura, at laiH oaadi 
the people . nad, and the. chucch fafdi. ita 
ftrongeft votaries, the ingenious vulgar, Araok 
pway their reafon and humanity, and com-< 
nitted bloodOied and blafphemy, every- wbcr^ 
for the church, with vaft zeal and fucceft ; aa4 
the church gathered moft ftrength, when ifli^ 
Bu>n and reafon bad leaft. As for tbofe Sina<^ 
tical fober rogues, that kept their fenfea, ihgf 
wereddvoutly knocked down by tbofe wha.wero 
(b orthodoic as to have aoQC» Ai tkH Mifi4 

jufi£fur$ 
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juhBure \ht clergy had the happinds t6 ftc 
more blbod and beer drawn for the church^ 
than ever had been before .on any occiiioft* 
whatever. And it is always an iofaUible 'figfir 
of the church's health and proTperity^ .wholi 
ijie bufinefi of tucS&atn and furgeona iacKaf^t 
beyond mcafure. .-# 

It will lall naiuraUy under Mshimk^ U> dbr 
ftrve who are the chiurch'a beft and . flaoiclMflf 
friends. : ^ '- > 

• And in the firft place^ there arr vamf iislk^ 
ferda, who are b^m friends U iH eStenkf '- aad 
live .and die in that friendfliip.: Tlwre it the 
little UrdAptmeri^ who^teu beftgwed his laii^le 
feeart upon prions and race-bovica*. , Her IcAowt 
nothing elfi^ and happily (bribe churchy cam 
Ibf nothing elfe. He feenas with St. ^nawM t» 
bo an implacable foe^ to all human knoif)e^ 
and obafity ^. but- he can fay lisA'^Jthtaufip^ 
creedi drink damnation to the whigs» and i^ 
upon the whole, a conipleatxhurchman«. L»d 
JHfimare was once drinking at. health im-. bit 
l^rfe fndruy and, among thofe who Jbeard jit» 
k went round ;. but, when it came to thtfuni 
of a whig in company to drink, he^ being 
rtiick of hearing, miftookf and, throwing eg 
his hat with loyal noife and .affed^ion^ . drvifc . 
Pnm$ Frtdmt. Upon whlcfai the peer, . riiUif 

front 
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drom his feat. Dam me^ Jir^ twbat (Tye mean 
Sir f Dam me^.Jhy it ye Jtnezu -^uiere y9u ar$^ 

£ir^? Dam me^ we knew no Prince Frederic 
ban i fir \ and Dam me ^ fir ^ we are drinking a 
iitter Man*s healthy fir. This excellent fpeech 
has gained Jiis XiOrdibip the reputation of a wi^ 
aod 41 brave man, among all the parfons and 
Quires round the country. 

'Corpulus is another Right Honourable Perfon^ 
#hO: has been a true church man ^^zw his era* 

'Me* .To a conci^ien in that machine it is 
thought he is indebted for his orthodox princi^ei^ 
tnd his fecurily from the dangerous 'influence 

^f humim reafon. I could give ample proofs of 
AiSt but his lordfhip through the whole courfe 
of his: life has done it to my hand. He makes 
a jcJre of the king's title, and of his own 
oath to maintain it ; he is as honourably igncv- 

.rant as becodies a great pcrfonage and a true 

.church^mao, and he never goes to bed without 

. fvi^allowiiig eight quarts, and ^s many thou- 

«(and baths. Let the world judge if this man 
be not a cordial and approved friend to the 

iiicrarchy. 
'The Lord Syntax is paft forty, and has all 

«^e rules of grammar by heart $ but, notwith* 
Ifcaading' this great accompliihment,^ the. cawt is 
not yet taken off his face^ and he is ftUl a minor. 

Butt 
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But; lyeing t ht^ m cbrhihoh ieH^e^ faeb ItSbi^ 
fc(i\ientlyarcfo!dtch?gb'chilith*tean. ' " **^^ 

£9ri(;/mm d<^ like#ife«emiJhd^MiMi^ 
tnentMt cm th?s dccafibn. Natiire #m ^4ttV 
tiegligent ivhetf flie made this gimtt'lnaiy; Mr 
fte is* atrt unfimjbei piece *^f hrenm iiMh^ %vA liti 
imlnd (if he has me) talTie^ exiaif to hift i»M. 
fide. He canoot fhut his fnouth> nor faold'^tib 
itongb'e. Hbwefer, half made is he h« wit 
full of bright seal ; and, utrhen he h in ink 
houfe^ he feems to mean feveral Tpeedbes 'fiir 
Che church, but no mortal is fo wdl hred as 
to hearhinn: And yet, his mouth, vs" IfaM, 
"being always ready open, he pfroctfMs ikftN 
tially. ^ ^' 

' I confefs that EarlTalman^ though' he i^ a 
church man, wants two eflimtial qualifiStii^toiis 
for that charafier : He has fenfe, and 'he ii M#»' 
ver drunk. But, qtxoib Cate^ who hfad nbt a 
due refpcft for friefthoodtini iyrkrity ^ Mu 
"Ceefkr ad evert endmn rempMicam Jihrim eoh m 
nit. To be juft to Earl Talman^ I grant htf #fes 
twice a whig upon valuable twJtderattMs^ and 
once out of a pique. But at prefent he ii a 
great church- man, becaufe he has not ^'p¥$per 
Ireafon to be otherwife. 

Lord BewSng^reei * is no fool nether, fiay, 
'he was a wit and a writer during the UAl^vf 

a 

♦ SheffitU, Doke of ^utktnghm^ 
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■% great poet, * wbofe death had fuch an effe£t 
upon hiftiy that he has hot writ a line Cncc. 
But, though the peer has fenfe, yet it happens fo 
oddly, that be ia a true churqb-man. But ma* 
Jicious people pretend to give you a reafon 
ibrit, by arlledging that he leans, towards infi"" 
delity, IT this be true, the thing is not at all 
fitange. 

. ..H was going on with my cbara£lers of this 
ibrt, but I niuft remember that I h^ve not now 
4uiie to write a folio. 

From what has been faid, I hppe it is evident 
^by moft of our rural ^fquires and puifuers of 
foifes are excellent high church-men. Thefe 
■married minors are al! under the dominion of 
their wives and the.parfons, who regale one 
another with caudle and orthodoxy, and Ji 
fmbj and govern thefe fimple vehicles of wor- 
ihip and nonfenfe, and mould their hearts and 
thiir beads into what faith and figure they 
pleafe. And it muft be acknowledged, to the 
honour of thefe genuine gentkmen^ that they 
have an admirable knack at planting or- 
thodoxy in all its tranches^ wherever they 
come. 

Andrew la F00I9 Efq; keeps fpecial beer, and 

has a wife who loves the church and all its 

tackle. Andrew never dines without feveii par- 

fons at his elbow. 

'Squire 

• hiuDryden, 
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^Squire Toby lived in a married ftate nine 
years without IfTuei he at length took a chap- 
lain into his houfe, and now his wiFe is widi 
child : Sr^, fays Tohy^ tie hkjjing flat afiimls 
thi iiifing tf a clergyman in onis houfe f And 
yety Itit to pkafe my wife^ I had not done it. 

I am far ftom being furprized that diir rural 
members vote on all occafions for the church* 
Is not filial dmy a potent reafon ? And is there 
no 'gratitude, nor affection, due to the good 
men who brought them probably into the 
world, and certainly into the houfe ? For our 
country candidates have an agent, to be fure, 
ifn^a father^ in every pariih in the couAty, 
who carries all the votes in the village under his 
girdle^ 

Kor are thefe ions of the cafibck, laft men- 
tioned, any more rebellious in their capacity than 
in their inclinations. Their pious and conveni- 
ent ignorance is a certain pledge for their zeal, 
and thefe two are perpetually of a ^ij^. 

As to the behaviour and praSice of theft 
Levltlcal cubs, it is the eafieft tafk in the 
world : Their whole bujinefs is to be drunk and 
orthodox. 

Having now fliewn why fo many lords and 
commons arc true churchmen, I need fay nothing 
of the rabble, fince they are fo for the fame rea-' 

fon, 
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foDt And therefore it is no wonder the church has 
fuch, a majority amongft them. Tlie church, if 
the mob forfake it, is undone* 

tience it is that for good and pious ends I 
have, as council for the clergy, drawn the fol- 
lowing deed of conveyance, which, f do not 
doubt, will be readily figned and fealed by the 
pardes concerned. The purport of it Is to enrich 
the church-intereft with a multitude of perfons 
whom the whigs may well fpare. 

* Whereas there are divers and fundry wcll- 
^ .meaning ignorant perfons in this land, who 

* call themfelvcs whigs^ and yet want the ne- 

< ceflary marks and qualifications belonging ' 
^.to that chara^ir^ which is maintained hy a 

* good undtrjlandingj and by a powerful love for 

* truth and liberty^ and^ in general^ hy a juft 

* f(nfi of things : And whereas the aforefaid 
^ good . and fenfelefs perfons do originally and 

< naturally belong to the clafs of true churcb^men^ 

< whofe caufe has from the beginning been fup« 

* ported by number and nonfenfe : We therc- 

* fore whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, 

< taking into our tender confideration the in-' 

* tercft of the clergy, do, as reprefentatives 

* pf the whole body of whigs in Great Britain^ 

< by thefe prefentSi renounce, jeleafe, and for' 
<- ever quit our claim, to all boobies and 

Vol. I. H < idiots. 
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^ ididfs, v^iio may have run blindly into our 
* party : An^ Mte do ftcrifby ftcfely, and df diir 
^ own meor ihotionv rdi^ and mafee ;6y^r tte« 

< faid, fools ind natorab u^t6 l)ie ti[igh'diufV:&t 
^ of En^fidi wbdb j^o^r gbods sthd d)^t« 
« Ito they are, tbe 6iid church ie;MdMhg fiiD ; 

< wdl fadw to apply di6 tylimbc^ ^EhiJh ftui^* 
« 4ity of them the <kid i^es fo^ '»»nAi!Re ^Mtf 
^ <^rtbodox ends and |0iffpdfe$. WRiv^ 'dEiir. 

5 iiaflds^ &lc 

-rf. 51 cumfetihjius/' 

I have but one fcruple upon niy cOtiSSthik 

in relation to this grant of micfte m fctbUf «ir 

the chuich. I cbsbt it will obftnvft^ Xlj^^l/tdr 

preventing the growth pf peeragr^ # ^BWJt it . 

fliould coneie in again : And> on the cmitrarfv 

make nutny new creatidlis neceffi^ to fl^^^ 

the vacancies it will occafie^. But let t)tA'1to* 

ptriors look to that. The ehurcb in ijie ittm 

Virhile ought to pray fervently for fiiccefe to ikoAk 

a bill ; for, if it pafs, I will be bold to propAK^^ 

that fifty years hence the whole houfei at Ufitt 

a great majortty, will he genuine ehferek^mmt 

unlefs the fame be firfl rendered intirely ekipiylif 

a rigorous execution of this my conveyance. ' 

Atiother traiterous enemy to the church kill 
been the weather. '^ 
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When that nmarkahU phenomenon appeared 
about three years fince, every one that had 
wrtbadox eyos faw armies and champions in the 
aur» brandifhtng their broad fwords, and threat- 
citing prdent deaHh and deftrufiion to all fana- 
tics and low churdh-men ; yet fo it Ihame- 
fully happens, that ^at caravan of tory^ 
iUuds has neither brought over the pretendei^ 
nor ftruck any other blow on the churches fide. 
7%e wind likewife played the truant from 
the churchy and, in fpite of the prophefies and 
prayers of all the parfons and oti^r old women 
in the nation. Sir George Byng^s fleet was not 
funk. One would naturally take the fea, by iu 
noife and roarings to be an orthodox perfon ; 
but, by its late great civilities to our (hips, it 
fcemsto have quite deferted the churdh-intereft^ 
and tadccd about tothe whigs. 

I happened to be down in EJfex about (he time 
when Sir John Norris was fent into the Baltic 
to detain the moderate and pious king of Swe-* 
den from that expedition, from which our 
church expected great falvation^ as the reve- 
-rend Mr. Trapp zealoufly phrafed it, and on 
Sunday 1 went to church. Our parfon, after 
taking his text, and making a flourifh or two 
about the meaning of it, told us, that, though 
the doom denounced againft the fbips of 

H 2 Tarjhtjb 
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Tarjhijb and the ISLES was an old prophecy, 
it might pro|>ably9 nay it did certainly extend 
much fiirther, and we were encouraged to hope 
great effe£ls from it, in this our day. Tou 
JhciU fii^ fays he, and I /peak it from tbi 
mouth of infpiration itfelf you JhaU fuddenty 
fii tbi wonders of ihe Lord in tbt deep. 
Can the Jlmighty proffer tbofe Jhips that are tb^ 
lulwarks of ufurpation^ commonwealths^ and 
Scbifm P Noy he cannot^ he muji not^ if be U 
true to his own word, if be has any regard for bis 
$wn church and people^ His whole iermon was 
to the like purpofe, and he feemed lo have 
llrong and Chrtflian hopes that our navy would 
perifh. But notwithftanding that he preached 
and foamed with wonderful zeal, and vented 
great eloquence and fpittle ; and xiotwithftao4- 
ing that he threatened the Lord, if be did not 
grant a tempeft ; and the people, if they did 
not pray for it ; yet neither God nor the W(^cr 
obeyed him, and Sir John and his fquadroa went 
in fafety. 

In fhort, there has not been a blaft of wind, 
or a ibower of rain thefe five years, but what 
has been drawn, head over heels, into the 
party and intereft of the church. It thundered 
fcr the church, and fnowed for the church, an} 
froze for the church. And yet the whigs, whp 

have 
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have got all the money in the nation, have fa 
bribed the elements, that they have quite for- 
fook the catholic caufe. We had laft fum- 
mer very hot weather, which, in the opinion of 
all the orthodox, boded nothing Jefs to the na- 
tion, than a general famine and peftilence, for 
the martyrdom of the hhjfed martyr^ and the 
keeping out of the pretender. But thefe pefti* 
Untial friends of the church, though earneftly 
wiflied for, and pofitively foretold, have not 
done the church the leaft fervicc, by laying 
Wafte their native country. How often was the 
king's army to have been frozen up in Scotland^ 
during the late rebellion ? And moft of the 
parfons in the kingdom had pawned their word 
and faith upon it. But, in the liTue, neither 
the froft nor the fnow helped the church and the 
Pretender. 

In laft autumn word was brought to the 
parfon of a certain parifb, that fuch a boy in 
the village was juft then killed with thunder 
and lightning. Is he f fays the parfon. It it 
what I always foretold^ that that boy would come 
to a difmal end^ for he tdient con/fantfy to a fafta^ 
tic conventicle j and neither I nor his SchooUmaJiir 
could diffuade him from it. Ay\ but Jhry re- 
plied the meflenger, who brought the do£h>r 
Aefc glad tidingSf, Gaffer Pitchfork is murdered 

H 3 uot 
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U0^ with tbich fame toady dap of ibundfTi mi 
you do know^ fir^ he was a main man for iho^ 
churchy and fought bravely for putting up the May* 
pole. At this the ioQot fcratched his bead^ and 
faid, It is appointed to all men once to dU. 

My landlady at Hartly Row^ who is a gpod 
churchwoman, and very great with the parfdn 
of the pariOi, is well aifiired, that the late me* 
teor is- a vijSile judgment upon us, for our putting 
down the convocation, ^ {he calls it. I hope^ 
when his majefty hears this» be wiM Uum^ 
mon the pacfoDs again» to fave ua fi^cipi f^ 
mets and lighining, and to rebuke thi^ lyUton 
once more for infidelity ) inoot believingiii liieili» 
and alfo to coavince the hifhop of A^n^iTji ^ )iy 
ceofuring hii»* 

Wh^ pity is ibif, lh»t neither ^ clou4»» iior 
the fun, nor the moon, nor the flars^ tim^aftyt 
thing ahom tbem, cwl be broi^t to fasvovi^ l|he 
califeof tbecburch I 

Providence is Ukewift, I fear, become ai| eoQ* 
i^y to bigh-cbucch | for it difappoiAls bet M all 

At a tvnie ?riMi her fo^nd«tiolls ftenurf to» 
be Uid 4ee|f, nm) her defigns ripe for eoiecu* 
tio^, ^ ap unlucky firfl of Jug9ffi^ Ibt 
cburch's fiurle died, and the babe ffunied* 

Att 
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- 'id'll the holy treacherj and violence, ufed 

- then by the church's frtends, ^ind all their 
ieafonablo violations of treat^ies and oaths, 
were for that bout utterly loft, and their 
confcience and honefty thrown away to no pur« 
pofe. 

This was an unkind difcourtefy^ which I 

. ' ftar they wiH never forgive, and yet, in ahmt 
myiar*i time afterwards^ thQ' church was played 
i^nother ilippery trick, as bad as the former, 1)y 
fAic removisg out of thii mortal life a monarch * 

^wlia was ctuUiipio9 and gladiahr in chhf for 

\moM miMox^lergym 

.- Hewing on the faith of treaties abroad, and 
Ae obligatioii of oaths at hoBie, w« were quite 
dcft||ute of forces, when the late earl of Mar^ 
dby^ebBUing againft hiA Maker and his king, in 
timer cf popery and the ctnicch, became die 
'^iaiiing of our ginmne^ parfrns^ who prefently 
iroted him a rigbMus inftrument ia the hand 
^<rf Fwoiwifncij to bring in the pretender, and 
lYefeae them from the infiipportable ties ^ 
iMtfa and nKMrality, a burthen wbich neither tbey 
tsiw-'^kir predecej^s ever weald be^r. And k 
omA be owned, they had thai a tempting et>- 

. yortunity to avow publick^ thrtf long and con- 

H^ Stmt 
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jdant perjury and cxpedations, withcwit ^Xkjys^ 
parent danger of temporal lofs (a confidenttkMl 
always uppermoft with them) and y^t. they wait 
fo cautious as only to mutter their hopes priyacdy 
to all the world. . : » 

The fame French forces, which had fo. long 
contended the prize with all £tfr^^, blbdindv 
nothing elfe to do but break the peace» and pbafe 
the parfons, and replant tyranny and Rmum oi» 
thodoxy anvongft us. i,.^^,. 

Here was now a pleaSiig proipeft-for^xcte 
church. Mar had a large army of imrindik 
Highlanders ; a formidable invafkm AoflttdbKOol 
dail/ threatened us ; we had tumults, maddefi, 
confufion, and difafFeSion in every paitfi Stt 
the nation, and in every county a rifiog 
fe^ed and expedied ; and, in flkort, thiiigfc 
running into a total diflblution. So omck^ilyMl 
our peaceful eiergy dm^r ^md fo much' had ihfif 
to hope from their own doings. The cbiicdi 
Vas very cock«a-hoop, and held up ita bead 
amd crowed. By their behaviour and afliicaaet» 
Idare fifronoufice that thef(^ phus peace-maUmimi 
amhajfadors eftht meek Jifus would not have take* 4i 
compofition of three parts of the church-laoiiw 
their hopes of the preteEnder and the whole. Tiiaf 
wece even fure of their point. 

Thert 
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* There is a parfon in Sormrfetjhire (to name 
no more) who from the revolution had raved 
every Sunday with great zeal and devotion 
againft foreigners. He had fworn to king 
fyiWam, and hated him, and fpread the fame 
hatred through the whole parifli, every one of 
whom he had debauched with drunkennefs and 
difloyalty. Upon his majefty*s acceffion, he 
Kkewife fwore to him and abufed him^ renew-' 
ing with greater virulence than ever his im- 
precations upon foreigners. In one of his fer-' 
mons he had this expreflion r Suppofe the time 
Jhould come when we Jhall have a king that does 
not under/fond the common prayer^ what think ye 
will become of the poor church ? This excellent 
Chriftian, when he thought the invafion and de^ 
folation, which he had long wiflied to his na^ 
live country^ were at hand, began to tell hi8 
people, That there was a wide d'tffirence between 
fome foreigners and others^ and that as they ought 
to abhor ^ and even dejlroy^ fuch of them as wen 
the open or fecret enemies of the churchy fo it wot 
their duty to honour and enter tain, and even to di" 
vide their fubjiance with fuch foreigners^ as came 
to fave it. This was hint enough, and the 
do£lrine was fo clear, that a pretty young girl 
afked her mother, who had as much know- 
ledge as herfelf, JVhether thefe brave outlandijh 
men would marry with us poor Englifh volk ? 

H s With 
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With fiich fort of mAoageimfit it if ao w6n^ 
dtt that the poor orthodox vulgar fure woffke| 
up into the greateft credulity mA rage. 1 ^v^ 
met with fome of them who thought if m* 
fin to mujrd^sr H^n^virians^ for that» tl^ (f&ai 
fbey were men-waters. : And, when I aiked them 
kow they came to know fo much of the JJk^ 
mverUfHSf they anfwered^ Obf our pm/mkm 
toU u$ enough 9/ thiy f Nay« fome of t\Kfm . 
believe tjtat his majefty eat up all the children ht 
ever had, except the prince, and they pretend tg» 
tell you how 1:^ royal highnefs wa^ faved bom, 
ihe fape fate. 

To fome of the clergy aloqe appert^a^ Hm^ 
Sacred right of doing well by deceivin([i an^ o( 
promoting ruin, ignorance, and war for ihe prof^ 
perity of the church ;. and (iich are the men wlio|i|» 
the nation pays tp propagate truth and morality^ 
and maintain peace. 

I will not here pj^tend to make an exad CQtnr 
putation and comparifon between the mimbipt- 
4of the well affei^ed and ill afFedled parts pf (he 
clergy ; but I am not at all apprized t)iat %, 
wrong thern^ if I venture to fay, that jioe 
one in feven of thele confcientious paftbrs cffeu--- 
cd his mouth againfi: the late rebellion in the weif 
tern counties* 

In the pulpit they either lay nothing of h|i» 
prefent ma|efty^ or that which is much fvoiifia 

thaii» 
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tiiaii nothing; ^ercas in die late leigo they 
were fo blafphemoufly. loyal, that they feemed 
to have forgot Jefus Cbrift, to (H'each yp the 
^ueen. 

' But* I was faying, that at 9ni junHwre^ I 
mean during the rebellion, the hopes and 
viewfii of our genuine clergy were in a promt-^ 
fin^ pofture, and very near fulfilling ; and many 
•f them were (6 difcerning as to fee the finger 
#f God in the rebellion, and they became fure* 
ties every-where for providence, that it would go 
Arough with the work which tkey had begun. 
But providence deferted tbem, and has never re-* 
turned iince. 

And thus Providence refufes to aid,, though G^ 
efcen commanded, the intereft of perjury aoid 
rebellion, though they are both fo evidently for 
the good of the church. 

I do not know whether diey nay m^, in. 
their private junto's and cabals, have come to 
a lefdution, that Providence is a fchifmatic i 
and the more, becaufe it is plain,, that both 
Pfovideace, and the Author of Providence, are 
irreclaimable dii&nters from the princ^les and'- 
pr^Aices of high«church« They £sem to be 
(6 ienfible of this, that they have long fiacc 
di^laced the Almighty, as much as in them 
Gei» fiom gny power or concernment in this 

H 6 world 
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world or the other, having dubbed themMvifc^ 
Gods and forgivers ; and exercifing wi|h im- 
thority all the great offices of omnipotence. 

The bifliop of Bangor y too, is the occafion <>f 
no fqnall terror to the cljurch, and in cooifede- 
racy with her mortal foes ; marthing, as he 
does, at the' head of truth, reafen, . feripture 
and fuicerity, and the like fanatical 'fellows, 
who have the berefy and impudence to efpoufe an 
intereft diametrically oppofite to thatch die coni- 
vocation. 

This ill advifed bifliop is fo romantic and^ 
firoward, as to think, that the clergy ought to 
depart from feveral points, which, though they 
are bloody antagoniib to the ijpirit of the- 
gofpel, yet do evidently tend to the glory of 
die church. His lordfliip radiculoufly, believes, 
that when a man is a good man, though in 
jAis particular he (iifFers widely from the par- 
fons, yet God will have mercy upon him. Bui, 
to filence this perverfe writer for ever, let 
him know that thefi clergy have endeavoured 
to .pluck God's own keys, out of his hands, 
and' to hinder him from (hewing mercy, or* 
opening paradife, if he would^ They like Jim 
cures fo well, that they have a mind to make 
the Almighty's government a Jine cure too. 
Are not fucb friefts brave fcljows, who w;oulil 

makcb 
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•«Uk6. their . Maker a miaor, and themfelves 
liis directors and guardians ? When bia lordfliip 
18 informed of this^ I hope he will drop the con- 
troveriy. 

The bifliop k alio grievoufly deceived ia 
another inftance : % is . of opinion that the 
clergf ought to.be the propagators and de« 
fenders (rf liberty and the gofpel. See here 
the ignorance of a father of the church ! He 
does not know that Chriftianity may be at the 
hft gafp, and yet the churck in a moft flouriihing 
•condition. 

I could mention nsany. more miftakes of the 
biihop's ; and particularly he is fo ill a church^ 
mai), as to think there is (bme force in oaths» 
and that they who take, them (hould not aU 
.together break them. But as his lordihip is 
out* voted, upon this article, by a vaft majo- 
rity of moft orthodox teachers, I take it 
be deferves no other eonftitation : Befides, 
this is a fort of reafoning which he is ufed 
to. 

There is no. doubt a very good reafon to be 
given, why thefe reverend ejqimples of truth 
and , piety play with oaths^ and call upon the 
tremendous name of God to a lye. They 
tiiemfelves fay it b for bre^d, though {Kvoiz 
Athecs think it is for drinks However that be, 

it 
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tt t»|^jlial, pdi^urf i8!fattti:a fiaftH faiite^ if awjn 
NW, foppofe hia iimi^%9 taugfae bf the 
t:4Hirch) ^ouM 4irtak his oath^ a«id feiae its 
poiTefiions, I know the parfons are fo rcafen^ 
able a feft of pe^pl^ ^hat Ihey would tibrer 
upbraid h» tR^&f for ttalking in^Aeir flep9^ 
and %etng fer6^ni«. ^t i d^dubt, ^% n^^f^f 
«8 fo mnchof ating^ and a Ohriiliair, th«r^k 
wUl never be brought to follow hisxlergy in diS» 

path. 

, ^Before I have -done with thi$ headj 1 imril' 
give the parfons o(ne caution. I begthe^^^^'ftMr 
the time to come^ never to upbraid anjr' bbd^ 
with the pradke -of eccafional eoiiforiii% ;. 
iince probi^rfy feme bitter preibyteriati, vi4i6 
does not honour the cloth, may give them to un^ 
derftand, that it is almoji at innoctnt to taie fht 
churcb'facrament for a pbce^ as k is to he /brjwnk' 
for (Bhlvving. 

The happinefs of mankind is moreover a great 
and powerful anfagonift to the church*. 

litre in England we enjoy fuch a (hameful 
fhare of weakh and liberty, that it is no* 
wonder ^ur clergy are perpetually gruna* 
bltng. If ve were but fe reafonable and or- 
thodox as to part with sdl our fubftance and' 
privileges to tbom^ it is aknoft probable^ thai 
ihefe our good guides to mifery and fidva-^ 

tion* 
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tion would grow content an^- eafjr ; whii^h it 
10 impoifible for men of their fptrk and pretenfions 
to be^ {o long as we are io fancy and heterodox as^ 
to be rich and free. 

In the territories of the church: abroad , the* 
pFiefts «njoy the great good fortune of faav^ 
ing never a happy layman under their domi-' 
nion s and having, befide, the power of fire 
and fword, there- is not » fingle fchifinatic',. 
nor the appearance of herefy and knowledge 
amongft th«n ; Init chufxrh-afiair^ go on in a> 
folefled courieof tyrai^i:^, TodQmyy'and ftupidityy. 
without rub or diftui^ance. Can any one won** 
der that our zealots cl^gy ^re templed to an imi^ 
tatbn of fuch a pious pattern ^of gwuine church^ 
power and pltntyy where the bible ie locked up, 
and the laity flarv< ? 

The nature of our government and conAituttoii^ 
)»ring alfojio fmall danger t9 fbe church. 

In this country the ortMox elergy dmnot 

excommunicate aod damn z, jnaii, but pre&ntr 

]y the bettr$d$x ktso grants him a leplevin. 

Befid^9 we have (tn^t^X Qx!l^^ bars to the §^ 

licity of the chmeh: We have a parliamtiu,. 

and we have trade». aod, viiihich> it worfe tfaafi 

ail, the convocatiflin cannot do what Ih^ plefrfe^ 

and the king wiU not part with his pceroga^ 

tive 1^ prpHQ^e them. . So that the law ^ 

VBA fudC) and the prerogative on the other, 

grind 
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fu^bif milflmi^ asiMn £</%> emphatically pou>i^ 

There is one ihftance partkulatijf, in which' 
the pre^ogauve bear9 hafd tipon the. tbur^b. 
The parfoos, youTiiuift Jknow* to froye thcm^ 
, felves a vell-^ora people^ go for ihcir pMsntage^ 
feyenteen hundred years backward^, sa^ laethe* 
thcrafelves upon the apoftles. Now noibeiiig 
aUe to prove this, either by record, •rrefim^ 
bhmce^ they have given occafion to fooic fr9^ 
fan$ foU^s (o.alledge, that the priefts muft needs 
be baftards, hicaufe their fannts utterly Jifrttm 
thimf and thiy are kept by the parijh. Btitliiejrt 
on the other hand, fcorning to paf t witbtlMir' 
apeftoHc births have . forged out a' vaft cllainv 
long enough to hold ten millions of ibxes^^ 
and this they call ^e ^A^rZ/i of fucceffien% ^ine^ 
-end of which is tied to the apoftlet^ and the; 
other to themfelves ; and it reaches from yeru* 
falem to Lambetbf taking Rome in its way* 
This is an rmportant, and even miretiubmi 
chain ; for though it has frequently been •bsiDk^,^ 
and there are gaps in it feventy yean long^ 
yet it has never been wee interrupted ts^ thta 
day. It is like Milton^s bridge, built by Sin 
and Death over the chaos, wonderful and ht^\ 
viJMe. It is pity this cable rope of fucceffioat 
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IhottU lie thus iftctgj when, in the opinion of 
high churchy the whole hierarchy bangs by it. 
It is, therefbf e, no wonder they maintain it with 
moft apoftolic wrath and objtinaey. 

But even here now, in the momentous point 
of fucceffion^ the prerogative breaks in upoh* 
-the caflbck, and the king, ^who is but a .Iay« 
man, creates bifhops^ and by this z&. of his, 
does, as it were» htgttfws and heirs t9 the apf- 
ties* This is a fad incroachment upon^ the prr* 
vileges of the parfbns, who have doubtlefs, a dt^ 
vim right t§ breed each other. I know they pre*- 
tend they ftill chufe their bifliopSj' and on that 
ticcafioA mock God with prayers^ as if they real- 
ly did. Thus an apothecary's boy, or an old 
woman, by onler of the do£tor, adminifters a 
clyfter ; and, if a cure enfuet , the boy or thd 
oM w6man was the phyfician. 

There are many other fauHs in our laws; 
in relation to the churchy of which the prieft^ 
b$$d have }uft reafon to complatn. Smthfield 
is turned into a meer market, where bullocks 
are butchered in/lead rf heretics^ and the cler-* 
gy are never again like to be cbnoplinlented with 
a burnt offering from thenctf y 'tfrfd isi difienter 
may now be fo faucy as to worfliip God^ and 
the parfon cannot punifli him for it y and the 
laity are fuilered to believe, that the revealed 
wtU of God is not hid ; and there is a dangerous 

opinioa 
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opinion prevail'vog 4B3Wg ^5 A^^t tl^ ^^fhmgW 
v^ill nof tupubk^i i^Ul hell far. fmcffi^ 4m4. WfiK- 
muming: and, to add ofi, ^ipre, U^ cUrgy ha^ 
not the governmei)( lof all thit\gs» 

The nfx^ thipg I ijb^U n^emio^, !M^ic^ i»<a»ad- 
flHiniftfjfc4 grc^^ girief .^ dan^ \» ^ fAar^Ar 

Tfais gri^v^nc^ is fMfficient. to J^aJ^c ^U the gfWfh 
inepar/onsin^tigiiimdmdiecoatiintS), Fpr, though 
they ^rinJc malt i,i,qviQr in great qiqa^titi^s^ .a<i4 
tko\\gh, that be of a windy naftv^ht. ^^^4 i» ^. fWf^f 
Jijclj) to fje^U y<Jt a df^m is tji^ ^ ^ ^ir^^^Mc^ 
wd (pljirpl \sfk<ir wih tp u|ip t^iif^WO m^ff^ 
ilile. I ki^(^w » miW wi^ 4flQl«^ «^«tlMV Iw^ 
fmall bedVy and be is a wbi^, fni ^e ma; ii^fily 
jwi^gine* anj ui>K» be cha^tige, bi«)i^i)0^ ia.ofr 
^ef fq Qb^ng?:bi? prta^ipl^J^ bf ii^ likcip coRtfaff^ 
a whig till doomfday. §9 p^h 4p^ Jj^^ J^buffil^^ 

. Another c$iu(j» gfpm ^bich th^ g^^iHW ^h^c^ 
pun ar« ip gxP^t danger, is a refi:>rmaAioi|i ^ n||Mi- 
ners, which would ftrip theoi of manypcMty Ut 
bcftjc», imd fprce upon thctn the Mtte^k^, jjT «w* 
rWfirt whi<;b h toQ ftrong meat foir th^r h^b^i^ 

As Qr^foda^y^kX^^ IfW^itfo are often Ui# l^ltipgeft 
Detghboi^rs in the world, it muit neods go t9 ibftU 
heart to be parted, 

la Pppiib tpunixi^^ for ejcanipl^» whmre the 
ckrgj[.afte0 f»U iotp fuoh ^«rm/ ^im^ »4<f^tif^ 
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laiionsy as our Jpoilefs ficiity of faints here at homt 
do abhor ; would it not<be a heavy judgment upon 
a pious prieji tO he ftripped at once of his whort 
and his abar ? and then, would not an embargo 
on toping^ in the fame countries^ have an afpeS 
every bit as terrible towards the church ? For there 
are, beyond fea, foch monflers as drunken priefis ; 
though my countrymen, who never fee fuch fights 
liere in England^ may imagine I talk wildly. And 
now f€>r an boneft tippling prieft^ who would as 
freely fufFer death as thbft, to be thus reformed 
out of his bottle, and divorced ftom his croney 
barrel^ would be downrigbi perfieution and a 
woumEng of th$ church through hisjldei. 

A leformattoQ is likewife fo tyrannical and 
hard-hearted, as to oblige the clergy to liv^ 
a» if there was really fomething in religion,, 
befide farec^ and tithes ; and it expedi^ too that 
tbofe fpirttual militia fiiouM -be^ at leaft, now 
and then upon duty, and not live idle above 
fix days in feven, and upon the feventb, not 
above nineteen boors, in four and twenty. 

Befldes, a reformation would be for reviving; 

the force of fcriptuve laws, which bear won^ 

derous hard upon the clergy. I remember paf^ 

ticularly, the third chapter to 7?irz^^ lays ftich 

intolerable injun£iions and reftraints upon them, 

as mufl: neeis b^ as fer from the liking of the 

gofmim parfon$j as I- am ftiv^ they are ArcHii theif 

pradice ; for the afoeeftid ^Haptev e«peAs |he3^ 

Ihduld 
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fliodld he no brawlers^ nor Jlrikersy nor greeify of 
filthy lucre ^ nor given to wine \ nor lifted up tuitb 
pride ; but^ on the contrary^ that they /hould. he 
blamelefsy vigilant^ fiber y of good behaviour^ and 
apt to teach ; and 1 know not how many more 
impofUbilides. 

A gentleman In this city, whofe heart is 
fet upon a reformation of manners, gave me^ 
not long ago, the perufal of his creed, out of 
which t drew the following dangerous pofitions, 
and now I pubUfti them, that the genuine clergf 
may guard againft them» 

1. He believes that a man may be firved by ad^ 
hering to naked truth and plain religion. 

2. That it is not damnable^ not to believe 
what we cannot believe. 

3. That Chriftianity is at good a man as Or« 
thodoxy, faving the judgment of the cltrgy. 

4. That it is poffiNe for a paftor to have grace 
in his heart, though he has never a rofe in his hat,i 
and that he may tell truth, and inftru£t the peot 
pie, though he be not wrapped up in twenty ella 
of Holland. 

5. That an innocent infant may be faved, with-, 
out a parfon's dropping water upon its face. 

6i That a well-difpofcd perfon may cat bread, 
and drink wine, in remembrance of our Saviour's 
death, without the prieA's form of words, whichi 
yet do not change the elements^ which yet are a propir 
faefifici^ which yft is not ffifi and bhod. 

7. That 
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7. That God may pofllbly pardon a repent- 
ing finner, though the par/on do not abfolutely 
give bis cottfent^ and order himfo to do. 

8. That a man may venture to underfland the 
underjiandable parts of fcripture. 

9. That there is fuch a thing as a fcrupulous 
confcience; with fuhmijjion to theparfons, 

10* That a roan may keep his oath to King 
G^orgey and yet not be damned for it ; again fa* 
ving the opinion and pra£lice of the high church, 

1 1, That the clergy, as well as others, would 
be better, if they had fewer faults. 

12, That diffenters are our fellow- creatures. 

13, That r-eligion is a rational thing. 

My acquaintance above mentioned holds all 
thefe and more fuch heretical notions, which, 
were they tolerated, would bring no fmall dan- 
ger to the church. But, I hope, her genuine fons 
will continue their zeal, and defend her againft 
them all. 

, Among many other caufcs which I could af- 
fign for the danger of the church, I fhall men- 
tion but two ; and thefe are two holy days^ the 
30/A of January, and the 29/A of May ; a cou- 
ple of days that fend many a pious prleft to 
meet his fate. Then it is that our orthodox par^ 
fons exert their wrath and eloquence with huge 
might and fuccefs. They demolifh the whigs, 
and then kill themfelves with joy and drink- 
ing. Cups and caioufals fucceed to zeal and 

fcold- 
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fcolding) and, many an able bodiccl Levtte >&«• 
crifices his fobriety and his tabernacle, to the 
health and confu&>n of the church, and low* 
church'Oien. They fend diifenters to the devil^ 
but go firfi themfelves, to tell him they ate taai>» . 
ing. 

Thus half the gmuiw dergy hy hands vpoii 
themfelves, and pour their own deaths dtiwn 
their throats. Some of them depart (pked 
with right NantT^ others fowfed in OH^ir^ 
fome pickled in Fkrena^ and many fteeped in 
Oxford'nU^ Ah theft drunken bolydayi ! (fi^s 
my witty friend Dr. Byfield) no body gots ty 
them but Lucifer and the exci/emen. They hm 
turned the whok year into an idle jubilee^ and the 
common-prayer-book into an almanae* I hate their 
fuferjiitious trumpery It is only the When 

of Babylon in an Engliih wz^r, and the Pope m 
a periwig. 1 remember the time^ when wi neither 
minded furplices nor faints days ; and then ! irwih' 
ennefs was fent to the flocks, and whoring l# the 
f wfeof correction. But now ! the priejis are gom 
( ir ay y and the people foUow them. 

I am acquainted with a Roficrufian in this 
town, who holds a correfpondenco with the 
other world, and in it with Hugh Peters piufi* 
cularly, from whom he lately received the fol- 
lowing epiftle, a copy of which he ^ave me. 
As it is Uie nsweji and beft apology that ever 

was 
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-wxs made for dronktenefs, I cheerfully publi(h h, 
{or the feculhr fervice df rhy eccUfiafiical clients. 

^oth truly iOnhiinate^ andfublimate by the fyrtt'^ 
fh^nyirfthrfplrit of'ejffince^ bright above brightfiefs^ 
^ndbhjptm ofinvifiblekn&uokdge^ Jac6b Fitz Beh- 
mcn, 'living in the world 5 Hugh Peters, a vifion^- 
eery HeHi wijhes perpetuity af pstrmanena. 

* You tell tfie that yoiir friend, the doBliir^ 

* drinks and decays apace, and that we ghofts 
^ may foon expeft his company, he being al* 

* ready almofi: one of us, I am glad of the 
^ news, and fhall be pleafed to fee him. Bat 

* I cafinot with you condemn him for fwal- 

* lowing fo much brandy and wine : On the 
^ contrary, I appkud hifti, for his artful fca- 

* fdning of himfelf with hot liquors for his reniio* 

* val into this tvdrm climate^ where, let me tell 
^ you, it Is ddg'days all the year. 

* It was for want of ftiis extreme unSfion^ that 
^ yuHus Cafar (the fobereft tyrant and whore- 

* iftafler in the world) was plagued with the 

* dry gripes half a century after his arrival on 

* this fide the gratve. ' Alexander the Greats by 

* Teport, Was wifer, for it is a tradition here, 

* that his ghoft came reeking from a drunken 

* feaft, Kke a birtterfty prcferved in fpirit of 

* wine« 

« Many great men^ And judges 0/ the earthy 

* have tried the fame expcdlcflt with comforta- 
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ble fuccefs : But above all other fpecies of 
mortals the reverend the clergy, my ir^- 
thsr trade^ who uhderdand their interefl in 
the upper w»rU, the beft of all other charac- 
ters or crafts whatfoever, are not wanting in 
forefight and fagacity to fortify themfelvei 
with hot liquors, and hot firtmns^ againft. 
the influence of this hot region. Yoq know, 
while they are in your worlds they are great mo- 
nopolizers of fire and brimfione, and when 
they come hither we do not grudge them their 
own commodity. 

* It is from this tribe of men chiefly we hare 
an account Of what is doing on the funny ^fiek 
of the globe j for, being all profeffed politic 
clans and newfmongers, we find them the 
beil intelligencers imaginable. Befides, they 
are confiantly comings and by that means, wc 
never want advices. So that, whenever we 
fpy a hlack ghoft ftalking towards the ferry, wc 
all cry out, with one mouth, a mail from mm" 
kind. 

« At all feafons of the year we have them 
pretty thick ; but it is incredible what gluts 
of them arrive a few days after the 30/A •^Ja- 
nuary, and the 29V* ^May. And the reafoa 

is obvious ; for 

Here friend Hugh falls into the fame obfer* 
vations which I have already made, and fhewst 

beyond 
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lieyond contradidion> how his breiher^trade^ 
as he calls theni) kill themfelves with preaching 
and debauchery, at thtfe high-cburcb ttdes. 
Nothing fo quickly deftroys the confiitutioni and 
ibe tmderfiandingy as brandy, and tobaccoi and 
zeaL 

I have now, I may modeftly hoafty fully proved 
the danger of the church ; and, by affigning 
the true caufts of that danger, I am the only 
advocate fhe. has> who have not lytd upon 
ibU occafion^ feeing all the numerous ailertors 
of her hotnf P^^9 who went before me, do, 
in the account they give thereof, fb mojl 
outrageoujiy ; though I, who am not of their 
order^ dare by no means fay fo. Thefe men 
lay all the blame of this matter upon infideb 
TLud profane perfons; but I can never join with 
them, in fuch an unreafonable charge ; for I 
cannot think it at all likely that the clergy would 
wilfully murder their own mother^ and fo be guil- 
ty of manjiaughter. 

My next talk is to prove, that the church ought 
to be in danger^ and this I fliall do by ihewingy 
that Jhe gets by it* 

Pity is a potent pafSon, and whoever has the 
art of gaining it, feldom fails to draw our af- 
/e^ions along with it. Now, the church having 
no other way of being beloved but to be pitied^ 

I jQic 



f JP5 A Cordial j*f LdW' Sfrmiii^ 

Ae mufti in order to ihaty sippear texceeding milb* 
'cable and woful. 

Mifery is often t)ie grmefi^ andTometinra, 
the mihf merity which attends perfons and 
tilings : For proof of this, I never (kw ii 
T$gui^ going to be hanged, though ever )b 
mnciid zxid agfyf but he was fiifk pitied^ and then 
fraijgdi efpecially by the women, who have a 
Jfrangi bias to ivapiffg and htingdeeeived. 

Hence it proceeded, that, when tbi Aiftr 
land Ins high-church were both thought in n 
-iopifiil way to the gallows, oiir ^rthdm 
Compaffion got the better of our 'kretical itz-* 
ftifi, and /i&^ f^^rn^i^ merited our mercy, meerty 
by meriting a baltei^^ 

The church, therefore^ if Ifae would be fafii, 
ttittft be always in danger ; while Ihe is fO) 
our concern for the vid u/dman in diflrefs will 
throw duft in the eyes of our underftanding, and 
effeflually prevent a dtfcovery of ^^ nahdnifi md 
WOrinkle$» 

And now, to conclude^ what reniains but 
that the danger of the church, which is grown 
fo neceflary to her well-being, be eftabliilied by a 
canon, and made the thirty-tintb article efbif 
faitb^ to htheVicved on pain of damnation f In the 
mean while, let me afluihe to myfelf the juft 
glory of having ftarted the defigii of fuch an ar- 
ttdet by (hewing its nafonaHint/s. 



A C0IK.DIAL pT Low SFxttirs« 171 

t^aftl^, Uving nadir ^ let me aequaint thee in 
« few words, with my own ufefiiloefs and iinpor« 
taace, which makes me, indeed, a little proud^ 
1>ut Hi/ n hit vtuun 

And in the firft place, I Juve written « 
inatchlefi defence of prieft^craft^ a taflc never 
attempted before; And yet the n^aftirs and 
guardians of that fiMi fcience hafe pMvedl 
but unthankful clients, and even railed at nui 
tbeif apologifiy moft iinmercifully, and indeoi 
unanjwirably. But I have always obierved^ 
that orthodoxy has admirable taknts fir fitSng 4f 
'4j/lers. I am, in particular, beholden ^ « 
great • do£ior^ famous for paunch and prihc^i 
pies, who preached a whole fermon agunft aie^ 
in which he foamed and reviled, beyond a peSP 
iibility of reply. Lord love him, if p^fiih^' 
it is the only way of reafoning he knows. 

I have like wife been moft cbriftianfy tmfsd 
in many other pulpits, with the fame force of 
bitternefs and lungs. Blefs m6, that mylmngf: 
priiftly friinds will not be taught, more wit I. 
I had been rallying a (brt of men who aie^veiy^ 
fad fellpws) and ihameful enemies to vant^'^ 
fcience, truth, and their country ; aad prefeatly • 
.^ ftart the Lord's ambafladors, and cry, iVis are * 
Ia!# r/n, damn the author • At fucb odds are they ' 
with common fenfe, and the mrty ofGed I 

1% Seoondl]r» ^ 






I 



tj% d CoRDiAX fir Low SpntiTs% 

Secondly, I have convinced feveral laymeiH 
$bat thire is amtber G§d befidi ibi clirgy^ though 
they had lived long in ignorance as to that 
point. And I have advice from divers couii- 
. lies in Efigland^ that when die parfons cock 
jtetr beavers, and give themfelves airs, the 
eountry folks cut them down with a text out 
0f parfin JBeroni. When a vicar in Kent^ the 
ether day, fent his clerk to a fenfible clown 
in the par4fli, to demand his Eaftir-dues on 
paim %f exc9mmumcaiioH^ What, fays Ra^b to 
SutmhoU^ I warrant ye^ you come amhaffaiar 
n$w from the Lw^i receiver general^ derftyeiuf 
And the chief inhabitants of a parifh in Surrj 
have fent a lett^ . to their doctor here in 
town, begging him, ifHsheUy he net fen full, 
to come cbwn and preach among them, and not 
to affront them any longer with bk jeumeymem. - 
' Thirdly, I have conferred reputation upon 
£x and fifty authors, every one of whom was 
gnicioufly pleafed to write my hook after it was 
IB print, and they are heartily welcome. AM « 
thdr ither works, when once they got into the 
. comer of a bookfeller's fhop, grew rieUty for 
want ef bmuBingj and fo could never travd ' 
over the counter, till a grocer*s apprentice car- • 
vied away the belplefs creatures in a cbarhaib 
wheel'harrew. Seven of thefe worthy ^atle« 
metif and one of them a grave counfellor in 

die 
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Ae temple^ confefled to me they were the au* 
thors of the apology^ but modeftly begged me- 
not to difcover theirir I mufl-, however, thank 
the bountiful Mr. P ■ H ■, for his un- 
common goodnef^ in adopting my poor fatbir-^ 
Iffs childj as foon' as it was brought forth into the 
f ublic* ' I fear it is more than ever I fliall be abl^ 
to do for on$ of hsK 

I am told that one of tbefe fathers of jnf 
famphlet threatens to break fquares with the 
court, becaufe they have not yet rewarded hiflft 
with a thoufand pounds a year» But^ I doubts 
this ingenious pilferer of ff^ parts and perform* 
suae 19 too hafiy. Why, rugn /, who have writ- 
> ten full four half (heets, for the good of my« 
fclf and my country, am not yet lord high 
admin|], nor have fi> muchr as the proffer of » 
Hue garter ; which fb difcontent? me, that I 
will write no more thefe three dayd ;. but then 
I will fet about my apology for great men, in 
which I will prove them to be thecivilleftcrea* 
Cures breathing to iifeir own public perfins. Read* 
cr, Adieuy f^r a fortnight. 

P. S» / acknowledge the former part of this hook 
has been laid at the door of a gentleman or two^ whojh 
names do .me honour. I wijb they ma^ ht as well 
fUafed en tbisoccafionat / am^ 
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Cardinal ^LBERONFa 



LETTER, 



Moft Reverend and Holy Brother; 

NOtwithftandIng tho great multiplicity 
of bufineft I am now engaged in^. 
which calls for more than ordinary 
application ; yet the efteem and aiFedion I 
have for you, obliges me to anfwer the over** 
Cures you were pleafed to mal^ to the king my 
mafter, by his excelltocy the Marquis diMon^ 
Ukone. I cannot but thank your Ibrdfhip (br 
congratulating me on the promotion my mafttt 
has been pleafed to honour' me- with, . and for 
the fervice you are fb good as to think I ihalli 
do the church in it. Truly, my lord,- as t 
have the interefts pF it entirely at bcart^ I 
have ufed my utmoft endeavours; to procures 
your advancement to tlie htgheft flktions' xh 
it. And I have the bappinefs to tell you, tbitt 
Ac pope if b wcllfatisfied with your condud, 

J 5 thar 
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diat he defigna you very fhortly for thecon«. 
, clave : But,, in his latherly goodnefs, befeech^. 
you to continue a little longer your dutiful re- 
folutiona of fervihg him in die poft you are 
now iiu. A3 I am fenfiblp no one ha9 deierved 
the hat bMer than yourfdf, you may be afiiiredi. 
that your merit will have the fuccefs you de« 
fire. But the neceffity of our affairs requires, 
youc attendance a litt^ longer in that ftatiodi, 
where you are ib great an ornament and fup- 
port. The obftinacy of your: king has em«^ 
barafled me not a little, and. defeated tho(e g^o^ 
xious defigns I bad laid for the fovereigaty of 
the church.. His meafures are fo deftrtidive o£ 
our grandeur, and fo prejudicial to the power 
we have fo jullly exercifed over the confcienceai. 
of: the laity, that I have no other profped^ 
bitt of the growth of herefy, and particularly 
of that damnable one„ oi mens thinking fecv 
themfelves. How fecure foever we might think 
eiirfelves in thofe times when churchmen were- 
an^i^dors, and all the honours of the ftate^ 
defigned for fome patriots of the clergy |. yet 
thpfe hi^py days are paft, and I can forefee 
nothing- now but the ruin of the church, fince 
you and our other friends are unemployed, 
iand none but mean fervile fpirited perfons ad* 
V4Aced^ tl»t b^ve no( fouls formed for the plear 

Atfft 
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iiire of commaoding;.. Pi^fy myLord, .whitt 
18 a clergyman that \% not full of the dignity of 
ikis order I Men arc to be borne down with) 
die notion of our imaginaiy preheminence : If 
our charafiers are examinedy bur reputatioQ 
muft fink ; but, while the laity admire impH'^ 
cidy the loweft of our order^ ^ bow much' muir 
d)ey adore the greateft ? fiut I need not men- 
tion this to your lordihip9. wno are fufficiendy 
frnilble of the excellency of your profeffion^ 
and comfort yourfelf with all that diftance and 
majefty that becomes a fpiritual prince. fi«it: 
give .me- Ieave» niy loid^ to fay, your refo«- 
li^tion of oppofing your kiog, in all his meii-^ 
fvres, is- full of piety and catholic obedience j^ 
it is agreeable to the condufi of your i}luftrioi|»« 
predeceiTors^ and highly beneficial, to the churcb». 
wbofe intereft is alwaya inconfiftent with a* 
gentle and virtuous re|gn». and whofc bapju-. 
nefs can never be reconciled, wkh any thing but 
arbitrary and unlimited power. Upon thla 
view, I think I can never enough commeni^ 
your lordihip's zeal, and your paffionate de^* 
fence of our ecclefiaftical prerogatives, aikb 
(diat you fo well juftify perfecution under the 
notion of wholefooie feveritiei, and Chrifiian> 
compuUion : Though^ at the iame time I cannot 
butgrieve^ that you ihould be obliged to make 

16 ufisL 
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ufe of fttch a fQbterfiige of v^^rd^, and that: 
your fword canno) efiabliih what, reafon contra* 
di£ls. But fiiyce. truth, at Uft will prrrail, and' 
whatever fpQcious arguments qiay be iffed by ns, 
under the i)reteii(:e. of guarding eQaiblilhed re* 
ligiouy a mpft ufeful word,, and what we can 
never depart frqin but to the deftnifHon of our 
power ;, let me only remind your lordfhip- o£ 
fome maxinif which I th(nk extremely cpndu* 
cive tQ our intereft, and: what, muft at laft; 
if rfgbtiy purft^ed, beat dowQ all oppofi- 
tion. 

Firft; then, i^y Lord, you are ftnfible, by aH 
the fteps you have taken, and the whole tttior. 
of your condud, that nothing fo much pre? 
Itrvcs the po^ei: we haye ufurped, a$-theen-. 
couragement ^ of zxs iippHcit depqidence of the- 
laity on the clergy \ to iiH:ulcate that no- 
thing deftrby^. faith ' {o. n^ucK. as reafon ; and^, 
whatever. contra4iAion it may E^e in fenfe, yet«. 
in. religion it is an e^ablifhed nile, that the bet- 
ter, any man ttt%^ the mpre occafion be ba^« 
^or a ^ujde, and that hp walks moft fafeand. 
fecur^ that is moft bUnd, erpeciatly if he has 
thi; good fortune lo be led by another, full an. 
blind' as himfelf. This is fo fundamental a 
truth, that I do not fo much wondert that 
^ your pious and learned convocation has fb , 
warmly ccnfurcd tboiEb contrary doArines thatc 
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bave been lately advanced ; I am furprized that 
every clergyman has not oppored them with alf 
the vehemence fo great a caufe deferves : Foe 
notwithftanding the great reafon of your anta-^ 
^nift, and his virtuous and unblemiiflbed lifej^ 
yet the whole body of the clergy, (bparated at 
well as united, flUnild have riien up in this comr 
Qion concern ; and whatever they want in 
learning, fdnfe^. or ingenuity, ihould have 
been made up by malice and.detra£lion. Not 
that I think I ought to accufe any of diofe that 
have wrote againft. him upon this head ; but 
methinks enough has not been.d:one9 confider^ 
ing the importance, of the fubjed, and the mar 
ny and ex<:dlent examples they hav^ had in al|w 
times of the church : For I need not tell you 
of the fatal, cohrecjuences of thefe. opinionSf 
you know them too weN, not to oppofe them, 
with a proper warmth y but fliU let me tell 
you, if a timely ftop be not put to the growtfi 
'of this accurfed. herefy^ no clergyman fhajl. 
hereafter dare, to be vicious, ignorant, and lewd(, 
but he^ (hall immediat^y lof^ the refped thi^t 
x% due to his order* And what, a deplorable 
ftate Chriftiantty muft then be in, we can only 
conQder. with horror and conftemation. But 
if, my lord, men. will be fo abandoned and 
obftinate, as not to renounce their reafon, let 
g)e thcQ recommend to your loidibip's pious 

ttftptightt 
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ihoughu fomethiiig that may obvitte the Ui 
cflfefis of fuch notions, and what mayatlaft 
effieflually root out this herefy. Nothing, my 
lord, can re-inftate us in our old privikg^y, 
ixit a fufficient competenqr for the clergy, in-^ 
dependent^ of the laity,. Let it^t church pur- 
chafe every advowfon, and then they may pro- 
mote thofe perfons that will beft ferve thetc 
imereft. What fway parifii-priefts naturaUy 
have, ia too plain to be infilled on. Meoa^ 
Jears always make them flaves ; and a ikilfut 
application to the pafEons, efpecially in mat- 
ters of importance, gives fuch an authority that 
If not eafy to be refifted. Let then every con- 
SdeYable benefice be appropriated ; let the uni* 
Verfities make ufe of the avarice of the laitjr 
to enflave them, and let no price deter them : 
Then,^ wheii the church is in pofleffion of the 
means to aggrandize itfelf, the execution of 
their power will and muft follow of courfe; 
Aen barbarity and fuperftition fliall again flou- 
fifii I and then dominion, riches, and vene- 
'tation, that are due. to men of fuch exalted- 
cbaraSers, (hall be eftabliihed. And, to con«> 
vince you how neceflary fuch a proviison is^ 
let me obferve, that no fooner were the re-^ 
irenives of. the church facrilegioufly plundered,, 
but our authgrity dwindled* The policy aiid 

maoagemeat: 



A Qo^XAKL fit Low .Spn|LiT$. iSj 

ms^nagement of (uperftition could no longer 
be carried oa, " when the end of that fuperfti- 
tion was . deflroyed ; and the re&rmation was^ 
only made efFeSual, by flopping up the ave- 
nues of our wealth, and confequently by 
making the clergy dependent for fub(Iftance». 
And here I cannot but confider, with incredible 
fatisfaSion, the wifdom of our ecclefiafiical 
fcheme : £very thing bears fi|ch a pr<5portioa, 
ib fitted for the profperity and glory of tbo. 
church, and to keep mankind our ilaves by: 
a continued ftate of poverty and oppreffion^, 
that I am amazed, when I think bow if 
was poffible fuch an united force- could be 
broke, founded on ignorance and fuperftition^ 
and made more ftrong by the advantage we* 
gained by their combination. But as this- 
fcheme wa^ entirely built on worldly prudence ;. 
as the glory, and riches of the church were 
only confidered, without any regard to virtue^, 
probity, or true religion, fome were righteoua. 
zealots that had no paiSons to gratify, and no 
ambition but to do good (as there are fome of the 
fame principles now.) began to be offended at 
the vicious lives of the dcrg^, and inveighed 
againft the ufurpation we hade exercifed io 
fully aver the underflandings of mankind : 
And as our authority fubiifted only upon im- 
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the fame fort of men would deceive tbem a<» 
^n, having the fame intereft* That I zm 
amazed they do not u(e the utmofl artifice, call 
up all their cunning^, and, if it is poffible, .coun«^ 
terfeit being honeft men for once, to gain the 
end they propofe. But, though I cannot but 
grieve at this uiicommon carelefsnefs, yet it is^ 
(bme pleafure to me, to find your legiflature con- 
curring In my fentiments, in giving the uni- 
verftties a power of nominating to the benefices- 
of catholic patrons : Were fuch a power in 
odier hands, it might be fatal to us ; but there* 
ilt is fafely lodged,, and contributory to every pur- 
pofe we caa delire. You do well to advance 
every thing that 'tends to the ftipport of our 
perfuafion, and oppofe every thing that may 
unite the differences of tbofe that diflent from 
tlie communioa of the. church ; wifely yoa 
inveigh agaiaft the phufiblenefs of their per- 
yerfenefa and oMinacy, and deprive them of 
the common and natural birthright of fubje^. 
It was this firft ralfed the church, and the fame 
methods will prevail again. And if it fhould, 
then (let us enjo^ the lovely thought) {hall 
confeffion, by its happy difarming itfelf, lay 
each family at our feet^ while perfecution 
(hall march majeftic with its crofier, and beat 
(down all oppofers. Then fball herefy, though 

doathed 
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loathed with every virtue, be thrown into tho 
&e» and excommtinication, mounted and at- 
tended like dei|th, mow down whole nations ; 
then aaej we fatiate our revenge, indulge ous- 
defire, and enjoy the bohourc, riches,, and 
veneration of mankind without any Burit what' 
Jbever ; in Ihort, have the full and neceflary' 
effect of an cftablifluncnt, that every mouth- 
fiiould be flopped, or cry out, Bleffid- is hi that 
tsnuih in the aamt ef the Lord'. 

I am, VEith the greateft rerpc&> 

Youri, &rri 
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INdependency at court is a herery in po* 
Ikies, never pardoned, muck lefs counte* 
nanced thert. Our wbig^ therefore, adheres 
•to his principles, and ha$ no pretenfions to a 
place. 

,., ■ Caret invidenda fobfius aula. He fcorns 
all implicit faith in the ftate, as well as the 
church. The authority of names is nothing 
to him ; he judges all men by their adions 
and behaviour, and hates a knave of his own 
vparty, as much as he defpifes a fool of another. 
«He confents not that any man, or body of mcflf 
ihall do what they pleafe. He claims a right of 
examining all public meafures, and, if they de« 
'ferve it, of cenfuring them. As he never faw 
much povt^er pofTeiTed without fome abufe, he 
•takes upon him to watch thofe that have it ; and 
to acquit or expofe them, according as they ap« 
-ply it, to the good of their country, or their owA 
crooked purpofes. 

As to religion, our whig is a proteftant ; 
not becaOfe he was born fo, according to the 
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canting abfurdity in vogue ; or bred foy fiiice 
in infancy religion is acquired like a leBba ia 
grammar^ purely by tbe help of memory ; and 
therefore children learn it» whether it be good 
or bad, as they do language from their nurfey 
or their parents. But he is a proteflant bocanfis 
his judgment and his eyes inform him» that te 
principles of that &ith are warranted by die bl^ , 
ble, zni confiftent with our civS liberdea ;. and 
he thinks every fyftem which is not fo^ to bd^ 
forgery and imj[»afture» however dignified or dif^ 
tinguifhed. 

In confequence of this he has a great refpeft 
for the office of a clergyman i and for his per- 
fon, if he deferves it. But, if his dofirine cr 
praSice difgraces his order, our whig owns 
bis contempt for the man. The clergy aie 
the beft or the worft of men ; and, as the firft: 
cannot be too much honoured, the latter cannot 
be too much defpifed. It is of good example, 
and there is equal reafon in it. Why (houU 
virtue and villany fare alike f Names do not 
change qualities, nor habits men. Where it- 
the equity of rewards and puniihments, and 
confequently the force of all laws, human and 
divine, if vile men mud be reverenced, and the 
good can be no more ? 

It 
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tt is but reafonable, that aH men (hould be 
judged by their a£lionsy and reverenced, or 
fcorned, according to the goodnefs or wicked* 
nefs of their lives, without any regard had to 
their titles or garbs ^ which fignify no more 
than a breath of wind, or the bark of a tree. 

There is net a greater infult upon the undef- 
{landings of mankind, than for priefts to thd- 
lenge refpefi from their habit, when they have 
forfeited it by their behaviour. There is no 
fandlity in garments. A rofe in a man's 
hat does not enlarge his piety. Grace is not 
conveyed by a piece of lawn, or chaftity by 
the wearing of a girdle. A black gown has 
neither more fenfe, nor better manners, than a 
black cloak. Nor is a black cloak more edify- 
ing' than a fuftian frock ; no more than a cam- 
bric bib is an antidote againft lewdnefs^ or an 
atonement For it. 

This confecrating of garments, and deriving 
veneration from a fuit of doaths^ is bare* 
faced prieftcraft. It is teaching the praftice of 
idolatry to a gown and caiTock. If a little 
fenfelefs pedant, who is a living contradidion 
to virtue and breeding, can but whip into 
orders, and cover himfelf with crape, the firft 
thing he does is to overlook and affront all 
mankind, and then demand their reverence/ 

Vol. I. K Hii 
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His ivrplioe is /his citajj^l, and hs ^Iditxi^ tke 
impumty ^ ai\ afpfi^afTadpr for b«iBg-,';grat«ld'%i 
and faucy, - 

As to the common defence which is made i 
for their immoralities f namely, That chey are; 
flefli and bipod; ^9 yp^ll. as -oth^r mc^ it.h ai; 
vu^elched piece of fophiftry. Jf they are iiot better 
than others, ; bpw are^ they fit to^ mend ofhto T 
And, if they cannot leave their captiyttjf <o im 
and Satan^ how come they to daim fo.near; 
an alliance with heaven ? . If they hav^e Godr s . 
conmiiflion in their pockets, and yetwiU e«»:' 
gage in another feivice, what name ansJiHvat^^ 
snent do t^ey deferve? We know tk^ faOfi o# 
rebels and defertera in a lay gorarnncait^ 
Can men fucceed to the apofiles ^ith tbt quar 
Jities and behaviour of, apoflates ? How witt 
they reconcile a holy calling to infamoust ISvc^i 
A clergyman, who is as bad as ah ill hgrmani^ 
is confequently worfe. In that charadbr tkere 
is no ihedium between doing good and doing 
mifchief ; iince the influence of example it - 
ftronger than that of precept. As the doe^ 
trine and pradice of piety make np the prov 
feffion of a clergyman ; be who deferts li^th * 
and holinefi, deferts his profeiSon, and ougbt 
to be no longer owned for a teacher of |««* ' 
li^on, buf fhunned and hated^ as afo0 to le^ 
ligtoa and mankind, 

Th5 
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The clergy have made fuch a tcrriWe and 
inhuman ufe of power, in all ages and coun- 
tries where they could come at it^ that our 
^vhig is for keeping their nails always pared, 
and their wings clipped, in this particular* 
Reafon and liberty are the two greateft gifts 
and bleffings which God has given uir, and 3ret! 
where- ever a prieflly authority prevails^ they 
muft either fly or fufFer. They are enemies 
to the craft, and muft expeA no toleration. 
Darknefs and chains are the fureft pillars of 
the facerdotal empire, and it cannot ftand v^iifa* 
out them. 

* Let us remember archbifliop Laudy who hav- 
ing got the regal power out of a weak princc'li 
hands, into his own, fet his face againft truth, 
property, confcience, and liberty, and tram- 
pled them all under foot for feveral years to- 
gether. A fpirit of cruelty and dbmirtion 
governed this man, and he governed king and 
people. His heart was fo impioufly bent i^pott 
deftroying confcience and the conftitution, 
and exalting the prieflhood, that, wben any maH 
was opprefTed in a paltry, tyrannical, bifhop^g 
court, tlie judges in Wejiminfter-hcill dutft txk 
obey their oaths, and the law, by relieving 
him ; but were forced t6 be forfworn to avoid 
the anger of his Gnue. Tiris upftart, ple- 
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Ibeian prieft, hoped to fee fhe timey when never a 
Jack gintliman in England would dare to Jland 
before a parfon tmtb bis hat on, A fine fcenc 
truly ! to fee a gentleman of fortune and breed- 
ing ftand ftooping, and baire-beaded, to a fmall, 
iU-nurtured vicar ; who had, perhaps, formerly 
cleaned; his (hoes, and liv^d upon ihe crumbs that 
came from bis table 1 

Ipet us look back into former ages, and round 
Europe . at this day, and fee whether abje£t fla* 
Tery in the people is not, and always has been« 
the certain confequence of power in the priefts. 
It cannot be denied. 

I thank God, I know AOjx>wer our clei^ 
bav£ but that of fuing for tithes, and. the 
like privileges, which they xeceive from the 
law alone* Thofe ecdefiaftics who claim, by 
divine right, any other power, than that of 
exhortation, talk nonfenle and beUe the new 
teftament. To the law, and the people who 
made that law^ they owe their bread ; and to 
fet up for an independency in pppoiition to 
both, and f)retend to a mafterihip jover them, 
is arrogant, dangerous^ and ought to.be pe- 
nal. I am told itiscapitalt here in Mi^bmd^ 
lor a proteftant to go over to the Romifi re- 
ligion ; and yet (ball a prieft dare publicly, 
from dM pcf& and tbe pulpit, todaim, and to 

juftify. 
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juftify, the moft cflcntial and moft formidable 
principles of popery ; and thereby declare his 
Jeconciliation with that bloody religion, 
which is fupported by frauds, bondage, and 
human flaughter : And fhall he for all this go 
unqueftioned \ This, in my opinipn^ is to 
contend with impunity for ufurpatron and re- 
bellion. 

Some would feem to qualify thefe prctenfions, 
by faying, that they claim a power, but not 
an independent power. Which feems, in this 
cafe, a fort of a contradi£lion. For if it is a 
power, ' and yet depends upon another power, 
then is it, properly fpeaking, a jurifdi£lion 
of fubje<5tion, and an authority under an au- 
thority* ^And, while the law and the hierarchy 
are thus owned to be maSer and man, we defire 
no more. 

Our whig is for an tmlimited toleration of 
all diflfenters whatfoever, who own the laws 
and our civil forot of government. As to 
their religious opinions, they are juftiiied in 
them by fincerky ; and, even where that it 
wanting, God alone is able to judge, and a* 
lone has a right to puniib. In matters of con* 
fcience, he who does his beft does well, though 
he is miftaken ; here all men muft determine 
for themfelves : He who follows another in this 

K 3 cafe. 
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kziCf without inquiry, is man's votarj, Ttni 
iiot God's. As we have a right to enquire 
into the truth of any religion, we have air<» 
ti right to leave it, if it appears falfe : But' if 
jt Hands, the teft of examination, and appeara 
true, then is our adherence to it founded up- 
pn our own judgment, and not upon autho* 
rity. If there be no right of inquiry, ^ where 
is the ufe- of perfuafion, which impUes doubt f 
Or of reading the fcript^re, which implies un<^ 
derflandiiig ? We believe not a thing till we 
iJ^ink it true ; and canpot b^^Iieve it, if we 
think it falCe ; And to punifli n^cfi for >»eving 
eyes, or having apne^ is e<)tta}ly diaboUsal m4 
tyrannical. 

. Men dUagiee . daily about matters which are 
fubje^ to t|ie examination of iei^ ; and t» i| 
likely that we can he all of a mio^: ^t^omt. 
tbipgs which X!» invifible aed diiputable I 
do/S^ts themfelves ar^ daily cavilling y everjp 
one Gontradi£U another, and yet all are in the 
figbt» and each demands .oui faith to hja par* 
ticular inyentioi^* We cannot i^llow all y ^ted 
aoKMig ^al authorities pray which is the beft l 
For the faoaiB renfon that we cannot belief every 
iNieof.thQQ^ we need believe none of them) up- 
^W ibms own word^ 

Our 
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Our whig goes ferther, aDd thinks that ajl 
proteftant-s ought to be equally employed in 
a ftate to which they are equally well affefted. 
The magiftrate has nothing to do with fpceu- 
lations that purely concern another life : Nor 
is it of any confequence to him, whether his 
fubje£i:s have a greater fondnefs for a cloak or 
a furplice : Their afie£iions to the political 
power, and their capacity to ferve it, are only 
to be confultcd and encouraged. Provided a 
man loves liberty and bis country, what is 
it to the commonwealth whether he fings his 
I^raycrs^ or fays them ? Or whether he thinks a 
lijhopi or * pre/by ter the nearer ' relation to St» 
Paul ? 

Thefe two words (btjhop 'and pnjbyter) fig- 

nify, in fcripture, one and the fame thing, and 

are' eqiistlly uied to iignify on^ and the fame 

officer.' Our gf^at thurch-men, indeed, have 

'-befcn pleftfed to think the bible miftaken in 

• this matter^ and to be in the right themfelvcs* 

They have made cpifcopacy and prefbytery as 

oppofitc to each other, as paradife and purgatory; 

and have frequently gone to cutting of throats to 

' prove their point. ^ ^' 

I muft confefs adiocefe, and a feat in the 

houfe of Lords, are unanfwerable reafbns for 

'- the divine right of epifcopacy* There is no 
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way of confuting them. You may as wel> ar-^ 
gue with a Gttinry merchant againft the felling .of 
ilave?, 

Befides, 9 lordly creature, who never preaches 
(mirackt having long ago ceafed} and keeps a. 
great tabie> and equipage, and enjoys all the 
great and good things of this life, carries in all 
thefe marks fuch an evidence of his being Sr*. 
FauPz right heir^ in a lineal . defcent, that I 
wonder any body dan doubt it* 

However, as the plained thinp in faith are 
made doubtfiil among divines, who have an ad- 
mirable knack at ftarting difficulties,^ where no 
body elfe would expedl them ; our whig is of 
opinion, that the teacher, who walks on foot^ 
has as good a title to difpute about religion,. 
and maintain his own, as the right revered 
dofior, who fupports his orthodoxy with a 
coach and fix ; and fliould be as much encou-- 
raged by the civil magiftnate, if hi^ principles 
and behaviour fquare whh the confiitution*. Is^ 
a man a better neighbour,, or fubjed, for nod« 
ding to a table, at the upper end of a: chao* 
eel, or for pronouncing his faith towards the 
eafl ? Our church-men may .find good caufe 
to enjoin thefe necsjfory thingi^ which the fcrip* 
ture had forgot, and enjoy great benefit and 
obedience, froo^ the pradice of them s but,^ In 

temgond 
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temporal matters, I am not fully convioced tha^i 
they make a man's head wifer, or his heart ho- 
nefter. 

I cannot here omit taking notke of an old 
fallacious cry, which has long rung in our 
ears ^ namely,, that of No bijhop^ no king. This 
folid argument was ufed, with royal fuccefs, 
by king James the p-Jfy when he fat deputy ^ 
for the clergy^ and difputed with the puritans^ 
at the conference at Hampton-Court. Itwas^ 
indeed,, the beft he could ufe i however he 
ftrengthened, and embellilhed it^ with fevera][ 
imperial oaths, which he fwore on that occa- 
fion, to the utter confufion of his antagonifts, 
and the great triumph of the genuine clergy and* 
the archbifhop \ who beftowed the HoFy Ghqflf 
upon his majefty, for bis zeal and fwearing on the 
church's fide. 

This ftupid faying has formerly filled' our 
prifons with diflenters, and chaced many of 
them to America ; and by this meana. weaken- 
ed the kingdom and the protefiant religion^, 
to keep up good' neijghbourhood between the 
bifliops and the prince.. But they were nei- 
ther the bifliop^, nor their creatures,, that reftorcd' 
king Charles the fecond^ but a fet of true blue 
prefbyterians, who were rewarded for it witit 
gaols, fines, mAfilmt fahhatbi^ 
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^Loyalty is not confined to the mitre. Bh- 
fhops have given more difturbance, and occa-^ 
fioned more diftrefles to prince and people^ 
than any other fort of men upon earth. This 
I can prove. Our own bifliops, for near aa 
hundred years before the revolution, were in 
every fcheme for promoting tyranny and 
bondage. On the other hand, our diflenters 
were ever eminent oppofers of arbitrary power,. 
stnd always lived peaceably under thofe princes 
who ufed them like fubje<Sh. If they took up 
arms when they were oppreifed, churchnnen 
have done the (ame, and often without that 

f^aufe. 

Had it not been for dijfTenters,. I queftion 
vliether we fbould now have had either tlus, 
conftitution, this king, or this religion* It 
\^ vreli known that a great maprity of our 
church- men have got claims and princip/es^ 
utterly irreconcileable to either^ The rooft 
mifchievous tenets of popery are adopted and 
maintained I and the ground, upon which ouc 
fecurity and, fucceffion ftand, is boldly under^ 
mined. It is dreadffil and incredible what a 
reprobate fpiiit reigns amongft the higb 
clergy. 

The convocation have fallen fiercely upon* 
^thofe who have fallen upon popery and Jaco- 

bitifm*. 
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fcltirm. And what' a p6pifli, imp^us and re-^ 
bellious fpirit reigns at Oxford^ they them- 
felves fave me the trouble of declaring. Dif- 
affeAion is promoted \ open and black perjury^ 
is jvflified ; sgid it is held lawful to deiy al« 
mjghty vengeance for a morfel of bread. ^ 
tnan'sconfcience.is tried by an oath» and he that 
can fwallow iany,, has none. 

But it is not enough to {hipwreck their fouls- 
for their livings, nor to ke^p this helliih cor • 
ruption at .home. As they praflife fo theyr 
teach^ and the Tpreading of their owji guilty, 
and the making others as bad ^s themfelves (if 
laymen can be fo) is made the duty of their 
funftions, and the bufinefs of jheir lives.. Caa 
Aiitiehrift do worfe ? And are thefe men, who- 
walk in the paths of atheifpi and perdition, fit tp^ 
kad others^ to holinefs and eteri>al life ? 

. One of the greateft men of the laft age tofd 
king WttHAM, that the univcrfities, if they 
continued upon the prefent foot, would dedroyr 
him, or the nation, or fome of his fucceflbrs.. 
.And they . have ever fince been endeavouring 
to make good his words. That prince was li 
thoroughly apprized of the dangerous genius 
and principles of thefe two bodies of men, that 
he intended a regulation^ but, as it is faid, 
was prevented by the pernicious vadvice of the 
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bte duke of 5 , who had at that tiaif 

gained the king's cpnfideoce, aqc) was at the 
head of the whigs, but was betraying both, and 
leaking a party with, the tories, as afterwards 
plainly enough appeared. 

How far, and how i^^ thefe femin^icf havje^ 
iince then corrupted and inflamed the people, 
every body knows, and the nation feels/ Had it 
not been for thenj, we fbould have, lighter, 
taxes, and fewer foldiers. 

Upon the coming in of his prefent noajefty^ 
we thought we had a right, taexpe^ fuch m^« 
fures of government as would not only fecure 
us for the time being, bujt prevent a relapfe 
into the dangers out of which Providence had 
juft plucked us by the death of— — ••♦ It is 
certain. that the king brought along with him, and 
ftin preferves a^ difpofition to do u^ all the good 
which we can.progofe or defice.. 

All thofe whigs therefore who bad no br 
cret ends tp ferve by dark, dealings with the 
tories, nor private fortunes to raife by neg* 
leding or perplexing the public, inflfted upon 
the puniihmeiit of thofe who had bargained 
away the nation, and tipon a vifitation of thp 
qniverfities, and both, were undertaken- an4 
promifed. But, why neither was done, thqf 
W ho are concerned can bcft tell^ if telling wm 
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proper. In the mean time they cannot blame us 
iat gueffing. 

I am only forry that the great and furprizing 
tendernefs, which fome have {hewn for th^ 
high clergy, has not been able to produce on<$ 
milance of loyalty or moderation. Perhaps 
the prieflhood will accept of no alliance with- 
out a total alteration ; and that the adoption 
of two or three eminent perfons of their fac- 
tion into partnerfhip with fome other eminent 
perfons, pretending to be of a different fadtionj^ 
will not do; 

However that be, the univerflties feem to 
dread na fuch thing as a vifitatibn. Whether 
they have aflurances given them, or whether they 
take their conjedures from our other meafures for 
reformation, I cannot fay. 

The fame fpirit which leads us to lefTen our 
taxes and cleax: the public, and to enlarge 
the bottom of liberty and the protei^ant &ith 
by unyoking of dlflenters,. will carry us alfo 
to remove, the corruption of our feminaries-^ 
and their difhffe^ed fpawn ici too many pa* 
li(hes. But, whci^ fiich a fpirit will' arife, we 
are not able to foretel. We have been alreadjf 
Long deluded with many prophecies and promi^ 
(es of that kind, which, as pofitive as they 
were> and as probable ai they appeared, have 
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never been fulfilled. We have been even trrcd 
with hoping and believing, and now deFpatr and 
iniidelity have fucceeded^ and are Itlce to laft' as 
long as their caufes laft. 

Our liberties, in the mean tkne, lie ex* 
ceeding precarious. The high clergy have 
fiill the fame engines to play againft thern^ 
which in time paft have gone very hear utterly 
to overturn them.. Their divine right is pre- 
served as the apple of their eye; a blind. be- 
lief in them is inculcated with all their might ; 
;ind a blind obedience <o any royal idol, wha 
will purchafe tbeU flattery by worfliipping them» 
is at all times the burden of their harangues. 
As to this laft article, we are, I thank God,, 
very fafe at prefent ; but the pnfmt will not be 
always. > . 

I could here wonder, for two or three pages, 
at the marvellous ftrength of nonfenCs, and 
the pitiful weaknefs of human minds, who 
by the perfuafion of falfliood and contradi£lion 
caa grow zealous for their own bonds and 
;wret(;hednef$.. And yet is it not fo in moft 
countries, where people are miferable by the ad<- 
.vica of their prieAs to plcafe a tyrant. ? 

There are bounds fet to the power of our 
princes,, by the fame laws which made them 
princes. Ah Engltjh king is limited as welU. 
though not fo much as a Dutch fiadtholdei^ and 
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for the fame reafom . The difference of names 
alters not the cafe. Would a Dutch priefi: 
dare, in that free country, to tell the people, 
that they ought to be flaves to an officer of 
their own making, and yet go without a whip-* 
pfngj or difmiffion, or fomething ftill worfe I. 
Is it high treafon to ailert that a king has no 
tkle, and ought to be depofed ? And is it no^ 
crime to argue and maintain that the people 
are flaves, and their lives and property at the 
mercy of one whom they created, and whofc 
duty it is, ta defend thofe Uves and that pro- 
perty ? 

It is true^ toa many of the high clergy never 
once pra£tife this dodtrine themfelves, and 
never encourage it in others but for profitable- 
purpofes. But fucb is their want of fhame, 
that they never quit it, and yet never obferv^ 
it. . They preach againft rebellion, and prac- 
fife rebellion, juft as they are pleafed, or out of 
humour. 

Our whig fees with pain and fear the dani^ 
^erous condition of our debts and taxes*. 
They are a heavy and melancholy load upon 
the nation y and will be fo, till it pleafes God 
to raife up propef hands to relieve us, and who 
will fet about it, while Mt is yet pradicable, be- 
fore more new wars have pulled and increa/qd 

our 
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our accounts beyond a poflibiiity of clearing 
them. They are at prefent a canker in the 
hearts of many people, and create numerous 
foes, whom we in vain ftrive to terrify or re- 
concile, if we do not lefTen their burdens.. 

From hence the enemies of our peace and 
liberty take pretence, and find ample mate- 
lials, for fowing difa(Fe£ljon ; and we in vaia 
confront, or contradict them. If we arc afked,. 
when we {hall have iont fighting and f axing f. 
we either know not what to anfwer, or if wc 
name a time for their ending, at leaft their begin- 
ning to end, they will not take our word. 

With the cure of public evils, difaffe£tion 
wilt be cured alfo. All men, therefore, who 
are friends to the king, or the nation, will 
labour this happinefs; will avoid entering inr 
to all wars which are not abfolutely necelTary 
to the public fecurity, and will take every op* 
portunity to end thofe which are (b, uponr 
honourable terms : And by this tefl let them 
he, tried : Wc have before our eyes a pregnant 
inflance in France (and,. I dpubt, a dangerous 
one too for its neighbours) wherein almoft uni« 
verfal difaffe^ion is changed into as univeifal a 
love to the adminiflration, upon the appearance of 
its.aAing for the public good. 

Wc have fo good a prince, that, let our 
4cbt| be ever fo high and embarafTed^ we have 

A0> 
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na reafon to fear a fponge^ or a Handing ar* 
my,^ to clear the kingdom of its mortgages, 
though it could be done no other way : And 
in his goodnefs is our greateft hope. There 
are many good fubjeds who terrify themfelves 
with fuch imaginations,, which, indeed, are 
truly terribley were they wcH grounded. But 
his majefty's virtue and the importnnate call 
of tlie nation will, no doubt, be too hard, 
at laft, for any ill management or worfe de- 
iigns of any, who may find their account in 
dabbling in public misfortunes f and who, whilft 
they think they tread upon a worm,, inay roufe 
alion.. 

Let us remember the (ad fate of Sweden and 
Dinmark. They ran into debts byv/unniitg 
into wars, and the court took the advantage 
of their neceffitxes to :fciae their liberties. 
They grew flaves by growing infolvent. Un- 
der his majefty's reign we fear no (uch things ; 
and, I hope, we (hall fcorn to fuffer it undtr 
any other. Befides, as we are told a remedy 
ia intended, I doubt not but we (hall fee it the 
cnfuing fefCons, when our burdens wi4t be 
cafed, and our difficulties removed* Tbei« is 
A noble fund of wealth in the nation,, and we 
are yet redeemable,, if prepcrr pecTotis offer to un- 
dertake ix. 

Out 
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. Our wliig if a deckred coeti^ to aU wtrs, 

if they tre not «b(blut^)y . neocflary. Though 

he honours a foldier as he does a'phyficiai)> 

yet he prays to -God that he may never have 

Dccafiflii f or either. Arbitrary courts .abroad^ 

are, fof ihe;. moil p^rt^ '. con^poied of.' officers 

-of the. army ; aod qur/whig.* baa £> 'great a 

. veakftefs about him» that hd . cahnoti^ withoot 

very uneafy images, iee a - glare of fcarkt 

where he could kaft wi(h it. He would oet 

have the men of the fword groWtfrmiliar to the 

eyes of the people, Jior beceme the equipagt ef 

Military men are a proper equipage Ar 

ihofe princes who are -fathers of their people 

' againft their will i who lay the foundatieas 

-<if jttftice in fear and blood, and nfe the 

.iword as the molft natural mesms fo fapport 

•Ihofe foundations. In countriies* that ate en- 

flaved, the fword is the civil magifhrate : Thtt 

it is not ours is almoft a wonder, eenfidering 

the difpofition in many of our former princes 

to armies. Our kings of the N^rifuai 'txt 

were pei^uaUy raifmg EngUJb forces for the 

piefervation of their French dominibns^ M 

engaging ue in eternal wars on that Icbi^. 

' The army that enflaved Sweden was rai(M for 

the defence and enlargement of their Geftim 

Provinces 
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Provinces, which Were always a burden ta thst 
kingdom, and, at length, its uttor ruin. " 

We do not at prefent fee in Great Briiam 
many more forces than are necelTary to the civit 
lift ; and I hope in proper time there will 
not be one more. They furniih another to^ 
.pic far clamour to the difaf{e£l;ed, who raife 
rebellions^ and, when they have ^ven occadon 
for more foldiers and more taxes, cry out, 
C^preffifffif opfrejffionf Sure thefc people are mad; 
Hh&y dread the pov^erof the courts and yet are 
^vrcy day belpang it to more.- 
•. If a right uft had been^made oftbelaterd^ 
dbelUoii,^ we inight have liad trow f»o new oncfs. 
^ ib^r^ But, for whatever reafons I will ndt 
pretend to guefs, the furgeons of that time 
-were fo exceeding gentle in their operations, 
-Aaa they left a ocure in the- woun#. Wkhot^t 
idouht the motives (for clemency • were- irre->^ 
£ftiblc, - 

I muft here acquit Ms majefty from the 
imputation of any fondnefs for a flanding 
army. I dare fey- ihe pcepolal to- difband 
.Aur forces, -after the rebellion, met with na 
ilelay from him ; and I bavci bee!]n told that be 
.lately reefed a very importunate requeft to m^ 
creafe his troqps. I muft, alfo do juftice to 

lbe gentlemca of tihe army^ for having A> 

well 
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well done their duty. If our high clergy 

were but equally ftithful to their Qrths, and 

equally friends to their country, we ffiould 

have feen neither new troops nor rebellions. 

The army has faved us from the high dflirch. 

Buty for ail that I have faid, I fhoiild be ferry to 

iee the people of England either love or fear 

a ftanding forcer To^ cfo either infers dan^ 
gcr. 

I doubt not but, when his majeffy lEall tliini: 
fit to di£band more troops^ his miniftry wiH 
zGl with aliacrity and .without art': Becmife the 
difmiffing of fome common foUiers §nij^ after 
much expedatioa from one party,- and mofenbiie 
from another, will be fiibje& to unkind iAteipra^ 
tations* 

I hope the power of quartering fddi^rs it aK 

ways impartially executed, and that no confide** 

.jpation is of any feKCon this occafion^ but 

that of the public fecurity, and the loyalty or 

difloyalty of the towns* I am perfiiaded we 

fliall never hereafter fee a regiment removed 

out of a town avowedly difafFeSied, into aao^ 

iher which does not want dr^^oons to keep it 

quiet, purely becauTe the commanding ofium 

has it in his eye to iland candidate for that 

town, if ever there fbould be another occ»> 

fion ; as I am informed has been pradiiiBd in foo* 

mcr reigns. 

Oar 



Our whig wa3 well enough pleafed with our 
attack upoj} the Spanijh Qfict,. it became us, 
as Toverfu^ps of the fea, to pull down betimes 
the ((i^ng maritime power gf Sfain^ and 
theret^' fecure our dignity and trade. But 
whethjsr the blow was well purfued, I am not 
a proper judge, I ihall only fay, for the ho- 
nour of Gr^af Britain J that we are certain]«f 
the belt joUies in the whole world, and have the 
mod civil way of fighting our neighbours battles 
fiar them^ 

It is A v^ry uncommon, though perhaps a 
necdTary Jcladnefs, to employ at an immenfe 
expence the royal navy of England, as* 
tranfports for the emperor's troops, and to 
cruife about a country at fuch a diftance from 
us, and for fo long a -time together. I doubt 
not but there will be vtxy good reafons givea 
for it,^ if the parliament ihall ever think fit<to call 
for thenu 

I muft here do our fuperiors the jufHce to^ 
own, that they take eiFe6hial and fpeedy me- 
thods to iinifii the Spanifi war. For notwith-'. 
ftanding that we had a great fleet tH' tbc^ 
StrgightSi and another in the Bahfc^ a third; 
was difpatched with snuch refolution and ex-' 
fence to fii^eii the cardinal into pacific mesi- 
fuf esj and tO: opnquef Fig^^ tboiigh we werer 

thitatened' 
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threatened at die fttne time at home with a 
dreadful invafion from the late duke of Ormmi* 
But no domeflic danger can hinder a brave peo- 
ple from exerting their martial genius^ and ma« 
king a heroic figure abroad. 

In this Vig9 expedition it is faid we ha?e had 
wonderful fuccefs. For, not to mention that 
the town would infallibly have been plun* 
dered, had not the inhabitants gutted their 
houfes when they run away, it is certain that 
we have vanquifhed feveral great guns and 
brought them away captives. It is alfo credi* 
bly reported that we have taken from the enemj 
fome of their fifhing tackle. 

Our whig allows great men to have their 
private failings and paffions. It cannot be 
otherwtfe ; and they are unreafonable and ill 
bred who upbraid them with it. But in the 
name of God, let them not indulge them at 
the expence of the nation. Let them not 
poOpone the care of the public welfare to mind 
their own. Let them not out of perfonal piques 
give up whig boroughs into Jacobite hands. 
i»et them not, for the fake of a miftreft or « 
crony, difable worthy men, and patronife 
wortblefs. Let them not run into mad dan* 
gers^ and then endeavour to alter and confound 
Ihe conflitution for their perfonal fecuritf 

from 



&0m tfaofc ding^v ' L^t themnot out of felf- 
endsi^i. and for ftcitit (pelihaps « {tori^icious ) jobs, ^ 
be tiaMpiring and* juggling Mrith /he nation's 
enemfes^ and deferdog Mid betraying that 
paity whkh i& eminont ibr its love of liberty, to 
thofe who are its fligmatized enemies. 

Thfe'duke of Buckifigham^ chief rninifier to 
the bl<?(fed {nartyr, iriVdlved his country in' 
two wails at • a tinre, wheh tht exchequer 
was empty, with the two great neight>ouring 
kingdon^s, becaufe he was balked in his luflful 
iiefigna upon a Frincb lady and' a Spanijh^' 
And the duke of Laudgrdaky becaufe he was 
difobliged by the kirk, ' a member of which 
he once was, ruled his native kingdom of 
St4ihnd^' by a great army and fanguinary- 
Iftw^, all the reign of king Charles the ft- 
cMid*' 

I cannot forbe^ dig|Veffing alktle here, ta 
(kew the wretched flate of Scotlmnd at that 
tnne. High chmrch, which by .force and 
•cruelty had expelled prefbytery, enjoyed then 
a rare tinie of revelling in the blood of fchif- 
iliatics. The erthodok priefts became eveiy* 
where informers againft iht . preaching stnd 
praying of nonconformifts, and the foldiers,' 
to pleafe the priefts, became their butchers. 
And the poor religions people^ when caught 

provoking 
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provoking the clergy by devottoa^ were an* 
mercifully put to ideat^ wkhovt laWfx juryt 
or record. So were ^oTe men rewarded, 
who. had received and crowned that king, whes 
his life was fought by thofe who took, away bis 
father's. 

» 

, £ut to return. I can prove it| that the 
whole legUlative power of this nation hat 
been in former reigns engaged in gratifying a 
diabolical paffion of <>ne man i and our (ecu* 
tity and liberties have been facrificed to bo*, 
mour, or a miftrefs. When a minifter makes. 
hafte to be rtcb) the fervice of bis country 
muft either lie ftill, . or go on no fafter than . 
he gets by it. A whole people was finely em* 
pk)yed, when they were labouring for the poc« 
ket of one who was betraying them at the. 
fame time. Mofl men are willing to allow . 
a great officer, if he would but carefully cook 
the nation's money, to lick his own fingers, 
and thrive upon his employment* But he who 
exhaufts the nation for his own ufe, is a pub« ^ 
lie highwayman, and the whole kingdom 
ibould be his profecutors. I dp not believe ^ 
that there are any fuch practices at prefent— / 
I pray God defend us from them for the future. 
That fuch things may be fafely done, is evi- 
dent from bence^ that of all the overgrown 

leeches 
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leeches of the laft reigns (for I fuppofe there 
have been none in this) not one has been yet 
drained of his ill got wealth. 

Gaming is fo dreadful a vice, cfpecially in thofc 
^ho are any way intrufted with our Liberties, 
that I cannot pafs over it in filence. 

A man who will venture his eftate will 
venture his country. He who is mad enough 
to commit his all to the chance of a dye, is 
like to prove but a faithlefs guardian of the 
public, in which he has perhaps no longer 
any ftake. It is a jeft, and femething worfe 
in a man who flings away his fortune this 
way, to pretend any regard for the good of 
mankind. His a£iions give his words the 
lye. He facrifices his own happinefs, and' 
that of his family and pofterity, to a fharper' 
or an amufement, and by doing it fliews that 
he is utterly deftitute of common prudence and 
natural afltedion ; and, on the contrary, an en- 
courager and example ofr the moft deftruflive 
5:orruption ; and after all this ridiculoufly talks .. 
of his zeal for his country, which confifts ia 
good fenfe and virtue joined to a tendernefs 
for one's fellow- creatures. When he has 
wantonly reduced himfelf to a morfel of bread, 
he will be eafily perfuaded to forfake his ^ 
wretchedncfs and accept of a bribe. ' Who 
Vol. I. L would 
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would truft their property with one who can- 
not keep his own ? The fame vicious imbecilli- 
ty of mind which makes a man a foo! to, him- " 
felf, will make him z knave to other people. 
So' that this wicked pronenefs to play, which w 
only the impious art of undoing and being un- 
done, cuts off every man who is poffeflcd with 
it, from all pretence either to honefty or ca- 
pacity. I doubt England has paid dear for fuch ' 
extravagancies. A law-maker and a game- 
ftcr, is a charafter big with abfurdity and dan- 
ger. I wi(h that in every member of either 
houfe, gaming were attended with expulflon 
and degradation ; and, in every officer civil 
or military, with the lofs of his place. A law 
enjoining this penalty would be effectual, and 
no other can. We fee it goes on, upon the 
prefent foot, in fpite of fatyr and a£ls of 
parliament. I would have this execrable cor- 
ruption meet w/th no encouragement. The 
frowns of the court would certainly put a check 
to it, but then there muff not be an office Icept on 
purpofe for it. 

Our whig has an equal averdon to jnaf- . 
querades. They are a market for maiden- 
heads and adultery j a dangerous luxury oppo- 
fite to virtue and liberty. There was fome- 
thing like them formerly in the reigns of pur 

woifi 
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tirorft princes^ by the name of majks. As th« 
^refent reign refembles thefe in nothing elfe, fo. 
neither would I have it refemble them in this. 
They were revived, or rather introduced, aftei;; 
the French way hy a foreign anAaJfador^ viihofc. 
only erratid then in England could be jbut to 
corrupt and enflave us, and for that end this 
mad and indecent diverfion was pra£lifed and 
exhibited by him as a popular engine to catch,^ 
loofe minds, or to make them h^ with gre^ 
fuccefs. What good purpofe they can ferv^^ 
now, I would be glad to know ? ■ The mif* 
chief of them is manlfeft both to the pub- 
lic, and private perfons ; a handle is takea 
from them to traduce fome great characters, 
whom I would have alv^ays reverenced ; and 
they are vifibly an opportunity and invitation to- 
lewdnefsk 

If people will have amufements, let them 
have warrantable and ^decent ones ; as to QiaT- 
querades, they are fo much the fchool of vice, 
that, excepting a law to declare it innocent and 
fafe, I queftion whether human invention caa.' 
contrive a more fuccefsful method of propaga- 
ting it. 

The practice of the commonalty is formed. 
upon the example of the great, and what the 
latter do the furmer think xYitjmay do. If a 

L 2 city 
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city wife has it in her head, againft her huf- 
band's inclinations, to take the pleafures of the 
mafquerade, fhe has but to tell him that my 
lady dutchefs of ■ is to be there (no 

doubt upon the fame errand) and the poor^ 
fober, favtng, man muft fubmit, and be content 
to be in the ckfs of his betters. 

From thb fource of proflitution I fear many 
a worthy man takes to his arms a tainted and 
vicious wife, and finds in her a metancholy 
reafon both for himfelf and his poftertty to 
curfe and deteft mafquerades, and all thofe that 
encouraged them. I was in hopes they were at 
an end. I heard that the threatre in the Hay^ 
Market was to be ufed intirely another way, 
and that our underflandings were only to be 
ai&onted this winter in that place with Italian 
quavers and Cremona fiddles ; for which I was 
not forry, fince the leaving of dJsbauchery,,for 
the fake ^ of nonfenfe, is fiill fome degree of re- 
formation* Let us make much of it — Though 
I would fain hope it is not the only one we are 
like to fee. 

Some weak people would' infinuate, as if 
thofe in high place promoted thefe infamous 
amufements as a means to divert bufy heads 
from diving into their anions •—But this mufl 
be a malicious and fenfclefs flander, ilnce all 

the 
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the meafures of thefe gentlemen, are fo clear 
and honourable that they thehifelves need fear no 
fcrutiny. 

Having neither wife nor daughter of my 
own, I am anxious only for the eafe and reputa- 
tion of thofe that have. ' So that I have no mo- 
tive but the love of public virtue to fay what I 
have faid upon this theme. 

I could wi(h that thofe reverend gentlemen, 
whofe bufinefs and duty it more properly is, 
to expofe this fcene of iniquity, had prevented 
me. If our Lent preachers have omitted it, I 
can afcribe 4t to nothing but forgetfulnefs, or 
their good breedings And yet where is there a 
more necefTary, where a more aiFedding fub- 
je<Si: ? flere, O ye bifhops, priefts and dea- 
cons, fhew the zeal with which you abound ^ 
here fhew danger^ not to the church indeed, 
but danger to virtue, danger to Chriftianity f 
liere alarnv your people's ears, here roufe 
their pailions ; and ceafe combating barmlefs 
notions and dry idiasy till yoa have utterly 
4 defeated glaring vice and exorbitant debau* 
chery. 

Our whig is an irreconcileable enemy to the 
felling of places, or conferring them partially* 
To be given to the worthieji^ , is the public voice 
upon this occafion.- They are the national 

L J reward* 
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rewards for well deferving, or a capacity o£ 
deferving well ; and it is evident injuftice, and 
a kind of robbery, to difpofe of them upott 
dther motives/ If the candidate has merit, 
the tacit con fen t of the people is already on^ 
his fide ; and why fhould he give mone^ for 
that which is his due ? If he has not merit, 
why fhould he have the recompence of it ^ 
Freely you have received^ freely give^ is a precept 
which has reafon as well as infpiratlon to recom-t 
mend and enforce it. 

Moft or all of the great places are given gra- 
tis to thofe who, as to their fortunes, do not 
want them, and no caufe can be affigned but 
avarice and want of human compaffion why any 
of tht fmall ones 0iould be fold,^ when they arc- 
fought for the moft part as the means of life and 
fubfidance. 

He th^t can bargain away a little poft». 
would from the fame vile principle .difpofe 
of a great kingdom upon valuable confiderations ; 
and footier, as the price muft be greater, and 
tonfequently the motives ilronger. 

Every guilt of this kind, when detefted, 
Ihould be branded with incapacity and a. 
public mark of infamy. It is making tralEc 
of one's country : It is plundering worth of 
Its birthright \ and it has a degree ef malignity 

and 
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2ind vilenefs in it, which ought to be narrowly 
watched and feverely puniflied. It is true this 
villany cannot be always detefled openly j but 
by obferving mens circumftances we may 
guefs whether they fpend or lay up more than 
their honeft income ; and, if they do, we may 
take them for criminals, and either oblige 
them to account for thefe exceedings, or difable 
ifaem from hurting us any more in the fame 
fiation* 

In king Charles the fecond'S time, a French 
woman or two, and a tribe of other hungry 
courtiers who came with him from beyond fea,- 
did by the connivance of the miniftry, and irii 
confederacy with them, make a fair penny 
of the birthright of Britons. The parliament 
of that time, who fhould have been the' 
guardians and watchmen of the public,, 
were themfelves engaged In a trade of cor^ 

ivptton, and fpoka, or h«ld their longuet, \% 

they were paid. In that lofig pailiament 
there was a majority of penfioncrs, who over- 
looked thefe dark dealings, and many more, 
particularly that of the arbitrary increafe of the 
prince's guards, which was the firft approach to- 
wards a (landing army. Thefe guards have never 
been reduced fincc. This ihew« the dreadful 
danger of precedents. 

L 4, But 
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But neither ought places to be bcftowed out - 
of private and perfonal regards, I have heard 
of the time, * when a mean obfcurc Jacobite 
was put into a fine poft for life, purely for a 
piece of work which deferred no more 'than an 
attorney's fee. Befides, the public had no 
conc-ern in it. When, at the fame time, very 
many deferving whigs remained unprovided for, 
and even neglefled, though they had done their 
country more fervice than fome who had much 
better luck. . 

There were a fort of.men amongft us many 
years fince, who, being of great confequence 
to themfelves, bad adopted the cra^ of church- 
men, and very folemnly afTured usthat the na- 
tion was always in eminent dangeri when they 
were not in place. But as foon as the fteerage 
was committed to them, and they were got 
into a way of thriving, all was fafe, and yet 
nothing altered. It was of no moment how- 
other pofts were conferred, provided iley en- 
joyed the greateji^ and the power of giving the 
fmalleft. If a pretender was worth money, or 
had done a private job, no matter for his parts 
and principles; worihlefsnefs znA Jacobittfm vttxt 
no bars to preferment ; nay, the tories were 
invited to accept of very good places and wel- 
come, provided they aimed not at the higbefi rf 

alU 
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all But^ for the whigs of the private and 
inferior clafs, they were at liberty to do what 
good they pleafed to their country and ta 
mankind, . without the lead pretentions to the 
friendihip of the great : On the contrary, they 
were told they very arrogantly difobligcd them, 
and marred their fchemcs by their officious be- 
haviour, 

I am perfiiaded it is otherwlfe now, and that 
in due time we (hall fee the hijhop of Bangor^ 
preferred fuitably to his great merit. I hope it 
fs not inconfifient with any fchemes. I am 
furc the interefts of truth and liberty are 
nearly concerned in it. For my part, I fhould 
not wonder if both houfes of parliament ad- 
dreffed his majefty to give his lordfhip the beft 
bifliopric in England^ as he is the beft defender of 
the liberties of England. 

I hope it is not true what I am told, namely. 
That the bifhop has not only met with hard 
lifage and difappointment, but even hard 
names, from fome people, for his keeping up 
a fpirit whicli hindered the adoption of fome trUe 
fons of the church intio certain fchemes. 

Let me ahne and I will let you alone, is no 
longer the language of children at play* A. 
much wifer fort of people have taken it up, and 
it appears' to be the fitft article of a certain 5tfr^ 

L S gain^ 
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gain^ which all laft winter we were put in^ 
hopes of. 

If fuch people could have ^eir will, the 
feminaries and their iniffionaries might go on* 
to fcatter their poifon, and level their dodrines 
againft the fundamental fecurity of thiis nation ;^ 
to ftrike at the root of our peace ; to over-bear 
the rood glaring truths, with, bold and danger- 
ous falflioods> and to have it in their power ta 
make us miferable bondmen, whenever they 
have a fair opportunity. Then not a ftroke* 
muft be flruck that may difpleafe or difappoint 
them> not a corruption be removed that they 
are fond of; not a clergyman rewarded, nor any 
body elfe, who has writ in defence of liberty, and 
4nade them angry. 

But Almighty God has been fo merciful ta 
this poor nation, as to blefs us with a minifiry, 
who, fcorning all mean tranfaflions, will alfo 
£:orn to enter into any meafures of unioa 
and confederacy with the high clergy, till the 
whole body of them Jhave given us detnonjirattve' 
proofs of their attachment to our pufent fit* 
tUmmt and civil rights ; but will, on the con- 
trary, enable the diiTenters, in the mean time,, 
to defend us aiKl themfelves againft anyfuture at- 
tempts to difturb and enflave us. 

While his majefty reigns, let him have 
what counfellprs he will, our liberties will- 

-hcL 
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be fecure. His very perfon and countenance 
fhew him to be a virtuous^ wife, and bene« 
ficent prince, and every a£lion of his life 
confirms it. But will he live for ever ? Arid 
can we forget our many flruggles with the high 
clergy for the prefervation of our liberty ? Are 
not thefe men» whom we fet up and maintain^, 
for ever endeavouring to pull us down, and to 
make a prey of our property, and flaves of our 
perfbns ? Do they not claim our lands for their 
j^oileflions, and us for their vaiTals ? Have we not 
been forced to wage war. with our own merce-- 
naries I 

May we not therefore expeft, during his ma^ 
jefly's reign,, fccurity againft the time to 
come ? Have we not been promifed it : And 
will any body dare to affirm that he refufcs it ? 
No,, no. I wi(h others were as ready to afk 
as he will be to comply. His firft and chief 
care, the nation's happinefs, is« concerned in 
it; and the nation's principal care, the fecu- 
rity of bis perfon and family, is alfo con* 
cerned in it :. And they who oppofe or negleft it,, 
oppofe and ixegleft both.. 

The diffenters have undeniably proved them- 
felvcs excellent fubje<Sls znd Eng/i/hmen -, and it 
will always be their intercft to do fo, while 
they have that proteftion and encouragement, 

L 6, which 
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which God, and , nature, and our conftituttoo^ 
allow them. They aim at no independent 
power. They have no pretenfions upon the 
Jaixds and liberties of Jpw^&ffrf. They have to 
a n^an kept their oaths to the government, 
and oppofcd the rebellion.* They are a fofcer 
and induftrious people, and promoters of mo- 
rality and trade, two great props of Kbcrty. 
And the higheft objedion againft them is. 
That they will not kneel down to aprieft', nor 
worlhip a piece of crape. Yet they ftilt ftand 
where they did, and are like to ftand ; for k 
ieems there are many afTeverations and o.aths 
gorte forth againft them, That, the dijjenttrt JHall 
rtfe no higher. 

It is fit the diffcniers fliould know that 
they deferve, in every refpccl, the beft Wage 
the nation can give them ; and the honeft part 
of the nation, to do it juftice, is not to blame if 
they want it. 

Every government, ftands by confiding in 
thofe that love it. The prefent miniftry owe 
their being fo to their principles of liberty, 
and their adherertce to the fucceflion. And is 
it not equaliyj reafonable that the diflenters, 
who have the fame plea, fhoultl pofTefs in a pro- 
per degree the fame favour? And yet have 
they any other reward than two or three mcer 

negatives J. 

• The rebellion 17 15. 
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negatives ? They contributed largely to Tave ttie 
nation, and thercfare they are no! perficuted. Ex- 
ceeding kind and bouniitiil ! 

Their zeal and mduftry, to- fay nothingof 
their expences, in chuling proteftant ntembert 
for the prefent parliament, will, I do not doubti 
be powerful motives with grateful nien to re- 
lieve thefe their friends and benefactors from 
the fetters of teRs which were intended againft 
paplfh. And the remarkable fpirit and alacri- 
ty which they fhewed in quelling the late r*- 
beltion, though at the danger of penalties and 
profecutions, was likewife a loud demand up- 
on thofe who could take their thoughts off 
themfelves, and turn them to the public inte- 
refl, to dillinguifh with qualifications and re- 
wards fuch a numerous body of well alTeded 

That fuch a public -fpirited- defign could 
not have been carried through, ' will hardly be 
believed, Pioje£ls of a very -difR:reflf and 'in- . 
ferior nature have been attended with fur^ 
prizing fuccefs. And not one bill, 01 Icheme, 
that had the leaft face of public goodj has miP- 
canied. No ; we have been triumphant \a our 
undertakings in the houfe of commons : In- 
fomuch that - it is hard to determine which is 
niore-iemMkablei the zeal 'lA that houfe for the 
eafe 
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eafe and intereft of the public, or ils commend- 
able faith ill the miniftry. 

A certain proje^ indeed was very judly, 
and very fortunately for Great Britain, recdr-^ 
ed by all dijintirtflid Pfrfons with a general ab- 
faorrencev What muft (bme men have doncf 
when aothing can fcreen them but the altering 
and ovetturningof foundations ? 

But lo leturn, and put the behaviour of high' 
shuTch in balance with that of the diilenterf. 
The conupt clei^y were through all, Engknd- 
puQiing at our feitlement with all their might 
and malice. Some of them indeed were wary 
and fileni, but their good-will was never the 
lefs. So true is it, that thty tuha^ art nal /or os, 
are againji us. Even in tbeir neutrality thejr 
were, forfworn. Thus the aihbalTadors of 
peace and truth, and the great advocates for 
oonrefiftancc, became the trumpeters of 
war, and the patrons of perjury and rebel- 
lion. 

If the difienters knew what bargains are 
driven, and with what contempt they are fpo- 
ken of> and what a mortal antipathy there is in 
feme people againft giving them any ("ubftantial 
advantages, they would not be fo \'ery free in 
drinking certain healths, which arc now, for 
good caufes, omitted by their truefl patrons in 
town. 
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town. But I am told they themfclves bsgin. 
to be pretty well cured of their wonted fond- 
nefs chat way. God knows, they have Tullicieiit 
Fcafon* Mr^ fVatpoUvm once their greit: 
favourite- : They fee how he ftrved them. 
Have they found others much kinder ? I wifh, 
that even their profefTed pkitipa's, who lofe no- 
thing by being at the head of their affairs, do* 
not now and then drop their zeal for' ftfera- 
tiarit in confideration of a bank bill, ' or a pret*- 
ty income. It is certain they go every length ( 
whether conliflently with' their commilTion, let 
their principals judge. 

There has been lately a motion made in the 
Irijb parliament, in favour of protellant dif> 
Tenters of that lcingdom> I will not fuppofe 
tfaey are beholden for this favour, to the au- 
thor of the letter to the aichbifbop of Cantir- 
buryi but of this I dare be pofiiive. That if 
Ibme people have half ai much zeal for paffing 
fuch a bill in Ireland, m they had, and, I am 
told, flilt have, for paffing another in Englandy 
it will not hereafter mifcarry. 

P.S, In the fecond partof this chara^er will 
be coalldeied the affair of a northern war. 
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nr^HE former part of the Independent 
-^ Whig appeared abroad about the 
time the peerage bill made its exit in the 
boufe of commons: What were the feeret 
motives for that bill, or what hopeful 
ends were to have been ferved by it^ I do 
not pretend to explain, nor indeed, for the- 
eafe of my own mind, do I caretoguefsi 
becaufe it is a cafe of conscience with me, 
and a JIanding mamm, to Jpeak m. ill of 
the deceafed : / Jball therefore only fay 
with A&0 Dryden, De mortuis nil nift 
bonum y Peace be with the mams of the 
bill. 

/ 



1 
• One dcfign of this colle£t)on^ and the principal defign at 
firft, being to fave from oblivion Mr. Gordon s tra£ts ; this traft 
was inferted in the two former editions, and fortliat reafon is 
here alfo inferted, although, it has no relatipn to th? fubjcA.of, 
thefjp volunjcs. 
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/ am willing to think there was no in^ 
tent ion to engine us in a northern war^ m 
order to ferve purpofes direilly in the teeth 
Df the ail of fettkment of the crown ; or^ 
if there was any fuch^ I aU perfuaded it is 
flow laid aftde^ and therefore I have alfa- 
'laid aftde my purpofe of conftdering the con^ 
fequence of fuch a war, as I promifed in wf 
loft. 

The age of killing monfiers is long Jince 
pafi and ggne, and there lives now neither a: 
Hercules nor a Thefeus, to fuhdue Hydra'i^ 
and dragons-, and I fhould be forry to fee 
my countrymen revive thofe ages of knigbt 
errantry^ and arrive to fuch a degree of 
Quixotifm, as to range over the world irt^ 
quefi of adventures, and to become the rights 
ers of wrongs, and redfejfers of injuries^ 
through the whole univerfe. 

It would indeed be a greater piece of 
romantic gallantry, than any of thofe fabu- 
lous heroes ever undertook, for a nation 
living at fo great a diflance, to throw a* 
way an advantageous trade, and engage in 
an imprafficable war, againjl a jpower 

guards 
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guarded two thirds cf the year with Ice 
andfnow, fortified with impregnable towns, 
which will be covered with numerous armies, 
and noways te be attacked bat with trcops 
marching from dijlant countries^ without 
magazines, without forage, and without 
payy unlefs WE fupply them ; and this too 
•without any frofpeft of advantage accruing 
to ourfehes, but only to ferve the inlerejls 
of "another Jlate, and to freferve a country- 
- of no concern to us j the whole value of 
which, if every foot cf ground in it was to be 
fold, would probably not fay the charge and 
lojfes of one year's war. 

■ jis this is too wild a thought to enter into 
the mind of any Englifhman, fo I conceive 
it Unnecejjary at prefent to fay any more of 
it J and therefore I have in this fecondpart 
csnftdered a queftion which is more the objeEt 
of our prefent hopes and fears, viz. IVhat 
would be the eonfeqttence of delivering up G'lh-^ 
raltar upon any csnftderation whatfoever ? ''\ 

I dejign to continue this paper weekly, in 
a half-fheet, which will firft appear on 
■Wednefday, the 20lh day of this month. 



.\ 



in <vhich I Jhall meddle with politics %nt^ 
occqfionally^ mf principal intention bein^ to 
€xpofe the malignity and danger of ceriain 
principles^ which prevail too mucb^ ana, I 
^ijh I could not fay^ are too little difcou^ 
raged, 

I hope in this undertaking I Jhall he 
fuffered to build up with the fame impunity 
with which others are fuffered to pull down* 

I own there are methods^ which^ if prac^ 
tifed^ would prove much more effeSual than 
mine, and root out that difeafe which I can 
only reftjl. In the mean time it fhall be 
my care to fhew the neceffity of fome fuch 
methods^ by, fhewing the danger we are in, 
while zve want them. When dcSirines are 
avowedly fpread^ that flrike at the peace 
and liberty of mankind^ it is the undoubted 
righty aftd duty of every man^ to guard 
himfelf and others againjl them ; and it is as 
much the duty of governors to preferve their 
fubje^ls from the contagion of fuch dejiruc* 
tive principles^ as from force and inva- 
/tons. 

The 
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ThB feliciiy of the people is the end of 
magtj;mtes y and all arts and praSiices that 
lejfen "^hat felicity y call for their correSlion - 
/ind (^re. Now I defy the wit of man to 
recomile the happinefs of the world to many 
of our high-flying tenets ; on the contrary j ' 
where-efuer they prevail^ I will undertake to 
Jhew^ That the feverefi mifery^ even brutifh 
ignorance y abjeSl flavery^ poverty^ and 
wickednefsy do alfo prevail. I never looked 
upon an armed hoft to be half fo terrible 
as an army of afpiring ecclejiaftics. The 
former may be repulfed by firength and 
bravery y which Jignify nothing againft the 
latter^ who make your own heart confpire 
^gainji you^ by filling it with falfe terrors. ' 
Dominion is the wordy fervjtude the duty^ and 
damnation the penalty. 

Till therefore our fuperiors fhall be at 
lei fare to put a final ft op to the growth of 
thofe principles that infatuate the multitude^ 
and undermine our conftitutionj Ij who afn 
fo unfafhionakle a man as to have more cOn- 
cern for the public^ than conjideration for 
myfelfy ft and up an advocate for the rights . 



ifWif"iW^i^^»?i»«"*^'*^^W^l|«ffli^"^W"PP 



"^ 



[ 240 3 

e/ mankind^ to expofe ibofe claims that ton- 
tradiSf reajon and the gofpel^ and bring con* 
tempt upon the clergy. 

I confefs this fubjeSi has been largefy dif- 
cuffed by feveral bandsj who are equal to 
the undertakings and made truth triumph 
over faljhood. Foremoft in the lifi {or in 
any other that could be made on this occa^ 
Jion)fiands the bijhop of Bangor,* a 4:bam'' 
pion for truths and a fore adverfary to 
all that have been her*s. His enemies have 
confejfed their impotence and defeat in their 
recourfe to invention and calumny ; - and 
have attacked his reafoningy and his re- 
putations with equal ill for4une and ma^ 
lice. ' Notwithfianding which, they have 
gone on, and ftill go on^ and neither modefly^ 
remorfcs fhame, nor the reflexion upon 
their own repeated oaths and fubfcriptionSs 
can deter them from fpreading their poifon 
every day^ in every place, and upon ^'^ry 
occqfion. So that they make it neceffary to 
repeat the antidote^ otherwife they will call 
filcnce conviElions and interpret a contempt 

of 

# Dr. U^adly, 
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cf them and their wild performancesy to he an 
acknowledgment of their wild principles'^ 

I am far from pretending to equak ^^cb 
lefs mend^ what his Lordfhip has done. But 
my defign is to fiart new topics^ Jirike 
out new trails^ and throw the fame fubjeSi 
i?ito new lights ; in doing which^ I fhall 
frequently ufe a freedom^ and manner of ftik 
not common^ perhaps n'^t permitted to men in 
holy orders. 

1 hope to give the difpute a new furM^ 
and^ injiead of a long train of conftquential 
arguments^ to reduce it to a few felf-evi^ 
dent propojitions^ which 1 fhall endeavour, 
eccafionally to emhellifh with agreeable ifi- 
cidents : The reverend^ right reveren4% 
' or moft reverend doSory fhall wear, a 
fooVs cap, jf he deferves it^ though it hap-- 
pens to be a cardinaVs : Bejides^ many will 
read a half-Jheet who will not read ,a VA'^^ 
lume. 

In this great undertaking I hope to have 
aid from fome better hands^ andy as the 
fubje5l is now pretty well underfioody I ex-- 
^e5l^ and fhall be ready to receive any cafual 
^ Vol. L M affijl^ 



•\ 



T 242 ] 

itJUifiaHce that may be fent m£y referving to 
myfetf the liberty of altering (if it require 
alteration) and adapting it to tn^ own de- 
Jtgn^ ^f which 1 muft be allowed to he the 
p'opereft judge. ^Whoever therefm would 
correfftmi i^Oith me ^ may direSi to the Inde- 
pendent Whig, at Mr. Roberts*^ the pub- 
1i/b& in V^ar wick- lane. 

As to the propagation and Jucafs of the 

weekly paper abovementioned^ I can do no 

ittore tbalH bejtow upon it my chief labour 

endjhdy ; and^ for other helps andfupportj 

^t muft rely on tbofe who like it. 

I hope no one will think me fo foolifh as 
-^io e9cpe£l encouragement from thtfe who 
wgbt to give it J andy as I do not pretend to 
%ear the charge of printing fucb a paper 
«rA^j fo the continuance of it mi^ depend 
"tipdn the encouragement it receives from a- 
4nad. 
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CONSIDERATIONS, &c. 



A S the difmiflion of Cardinal Alberoni from 

■^^ the court and councils of the king of 

SpaiTiy and the hopes of an approaching peace, 

engage the thoughts and wiflies of every man 

in England^ who has any Love for his coun- 

try, or laments the prefent ftate of our debts 

and taxes; fo I efteem it not only the right, 

but the duty of every honeft man, to offer to 

his fuperiors fuch confiderations as he con*-^ 

ceives may render the peace advantageous, and 

make us fome recompence for the profufion of 

wealth it has co(t the nation, at a time too 

when we were baded with (o many Millions of 

deb*. 

It will be a fervice alfo to the prefent mi- 

jiiftry, by wiping off any malicious charge, if 

any fuch there be, of their having run into an 

unadvifed and foolifh war. If the war was ne-^ 

ccflary (without which it is inexcufable, not- 

withftanding the great and furpfizing fuccefs 

which we have had in it) no doubt the con- 

' ditions of peace will be fuitable^ and demon- 

M 2 ^xuss^ 
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ftrate, that, without a Avar, we eould not have 
had them. What we gain by the peace will 
juftify the expcnccs of the war j and we (hall 
have new advantages of trade, and new for- 
trefles and fecurities to defend thofc advan- 
tages. If we have not ^ofTeffion given \x% of 
fome ports ^n the Weft -Indies^ the iflandof Af«- 
jorca ought at Icaft to be added, for the fup- 
port of Port-Mahorty and a competent traft 
of land ought to be annexed to Gibraltar^ for 
the convenience and maintenance of that gar- 
rifon, as is ufual in like cafes, and ought to 
have been done at firft. At prefent tbey have 
not a foot of ground about it, either for gar- 
dens or pafture, but are cooped up within their 
ilone walls, and left to make the beft of their 
inclofed rock. 

Without fuch conditions and fecurities all 
treaties fign\fy nothing, and may, and proba- 
bly will be broken, as foon as made. Here we 
can expeA no help from allies and .guarantees, 
who will always emulate, and privately con- 
fpire againfl the great naval power, and. growl- 
ing trade of England^ which is the envy and ter- 
ror of the world. 

I would indeed be glad to know what ad* 
vantages, or even performance of articles, jS«f* 
land has ever received from her good allies \ 

It 
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It is true they have often done us the favouc 
to accept of our help, when they wanted it ; 
and I aiii told, fonie of them have threatened 
to accept it no more, unlefs we gave it them 
upon their own terms. But, pray how has 
the favour been returned to us ? What has the 
emperor done for us, in recompence for all 
we have done, and are fiill doing for him ? 
Unlefs in the help he gave us laft year againft 
the Pretender and his madam. Or what 
afliftance have the Dutch afforded us in this 
cxpenfive, and, as we are told, neceflary war? 
Have they not eat the bread of quietnefs and 
fecurity, while we have been running intci 
perils and battles for them and 2i\l* Europe? 
They have lain flill, eafing their country of 
public burthens, whilft we have been increafing 
ours ; they have grown . rich by the Irade 
which we have loft, and, it is faid, have even 
fupplied our enemies with the materials of 
war to fight againfl: us. And yet it is certain 
that they are as much (if not more) interefted 
in the balance of Europe than we are, as they 
are nearer the danger, and have not feas to 
guard them. As to the balance of power in 
the north, they are much more concerned than 
we, not only as their trade thither is vaftly 
greater than ours, but as they have no other 

M 3 iburce 
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fourcc of naval ftorcs ; whereas very litdc 
wit and honefty would fupply us with all we 
want from our own plantations. Whilft we 
have been wafting our ftrength, and our fub- 
flance, and lofing our traffic, they have lain 
fiill, and continue to lie ftill, accepting, and 
returning compliments from, and to the courts 
of Spain and of the Czar^ and are juft ready 
to receive all the advantages of the Rujftan 
trade (which at the revolution they were in 
full pofTefljon of) whenever we fliall be mad^or 
foolifli enough to throw it away. And what 
affiftance thefe our kind allies .gave us in tbe 
iirft rebellion againft his prefent majefty, and 
in the late terrible Spanijh invafion, we ihall be 
better informed, when the accounts relating to 
that affair are fully ftated and balanced. 

Sure we fliall not be always the cullies of 
J5ritainf Our allies muft and will make us 
fome amends at laft, for all we have done 
for them ; and they have now an opportu- 
nity of doing it by getting for us fome of thofe 
advantages which they have received from our 
friendihip. 

It was an old obfervation of Philip de Co* 
mineSy concerning us EngUJhmen^ That wi have 
ever loft by our heads what we have gained by cur 
hands, and have always given up by treaty what 
we had won by thi /word. The* rcafon which 

be 
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he gives for this is a very good one. He fays. 
That all our great men were in penjlon to the 
Kings of France. Moodeur de Witt docs per- 
haps mean fomething like this, when he fays. 
That our court has been alwayi the mofl tbievijb 
court in Europe. However, I do not find but 
that whatever bargains our minifters made for, 
or rather* of, their country, they generally 
made very good ones themfelves, at leaft to 
the beft of their (kill. Dunkirk was not deli- 
vered for nothing, nor, I dare fay^ the laft*. 
peace made without the contrivers finding their 
^wn account in it, whatever their country 
fu£Fered» 

But thefe things are pafied and gone, and 
God has now fent us a miniftry who will mend 
all thofe faults which they were the firft to 
condemn. The intereft of the public is their 
intercfl:« They have no fecret purpofes tq 
ferve by dark and ihameful treaties. They, 
have no new revolutions to bring about^ nor 
can they difguft their own party, by aSing 
freely and boldly for the good of their country, 
which is not the cafe of the heads of another 
party. In fine, they have no defperate game 
to play, to defend them from the tSt8t% of 
defperate meafures, nor have they, like the 
others, been trepanned and outwitted by France^ 

M 4 nor 
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nor have ungenerous advantages been taken of 
their credulity, when they had engaged them- 
felves and their country beyond retreat. 

We may therefore well expedl that our 
prefent peace-makers will, by the advantages 
vrhich they procure for us, reproach the neg- 
UGty ignorance, and treachery of the laft. 
There is nothing that the mpft fangtiine ima- 
gination can form, which we may not hope at 
the enfuing treaty, from the Angular part 
which we have taken in this war. We ftrack 
the firft blow, and have ever fmce purfued it 
with great ardor and expence. We have beat- 
en and deftroyed the enemies fleets, infomuch 
that the poor remains of their great naval 
ilrength can, at prefent, do no more than (kulk 
in their ports, and hide themfelves in corners* 
We have procured noble advantages, and even 
kingdoms to our allies. Add to this, that we 
entered fmgle into the ftrife and the danger* 
The regent indeed moved to our aid a good 
while after, and the Dutch not at all, though, 
as has been before obferved, more than equally 
engaged by all the ties and motives which 
could engage us, at leaft by all thofe which we 
have yet avowed. 

How abfurd therefore is it for any one to 
furmife or fear, that we Ihould receive the con- 
ditions 
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dicions which we ought to give, purchafe a 
reconciliation at the price of all oar viftbrtes, 
and buy a peace, when we may command it ? 

It is an undeniable inftance of the innocence 
of our great men, and of. our great contempt 
of the poor ^(Forts of their enemies malice, that 
they took not "the leaft notice of a pamphlet 
publifhed laft year with a pompous title ; it 
was called, The king of France'^ declaration of 
wary &c. which dire<S^ly undertakes, in pages 
the 29th and 34th, to procure from the king 
of England the Reftitution of Gibraltar to 
Spain. 

They knew very well that fo wild a calumny 
could make no impreflion upon any judicious 
man, and they laughed, at the fimplicity and 
malice of others, and gave them leave to play 
with their own folly : they knew very well 
thaft a fortrefs conquered by the fleets and ar- 
mies, by the blood and treafure of England^ 
and folemnly yielded up by^ treaty made witli 
Englandy became part of the Engiijh domi- 
nions, and fubjeft to* the legiflative power of 
England^ and could not be difannexed but by 
adt of parliament ; and confequently, any 
agreement to deliver up fuch a fort to an 
enemy, is high treafon within the ftatute 
of the 25th of Edward the Thirds and to 

M 5 give 
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give it to any otie elfc ; is one of thofe high 
treafons referved by that a£l for the judgment of 
parliament. 

They 'knew too that no pocket agreement 
is of any force in England ; that we are 
bound by no treaties but what are Solemnly 
Entered upon record ; and every one might 
fatisfy himfelf that there was no fuch there. 

However, as the bare mentioning of fuch 
a thing, though without the lead ground, 
has thunderftruck many honed, though ti- 
morous men, I fhall endeavour to undeceive 
ihem, by fliewing, it is impoffible that any 
virtuous and wife mlniilry, as we all know 
ours are, can ever hereafter fall into any mea- 
fures fo fatal to their country ; and this I (hall 
do, by fhewing the advantage and importance 
of that port to the fovereignty of the feas. 

The town of Gibraltar is built upon a 
rock which reaches a league into the fea, and 
was formerly called one of the pillars^ or the 
7ie plus ultra of Hercules. It is joined to Spain 
by a fmall neck of land, which, being narrow 
and plain, may be eafily cut through and fe- 
parated from the continent, fo as to form the 
whole into an ifland ; and it is undoubtedly 
true, that a mole may be made at a moderate 
expence, capable of holding thirty large men 
of war. 

Jt 
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It lies within a few leagues oiTangUr^ in Afrp^ 
ca^ aodcomiDand3.the mputh of thc^r^/^i'//. It 
fees all ihips that fail from the Mfdiurranean to 
the occaHj and from the ocean thither, and con- 
fequently makes it impraftic^ble for any o|th«8r 
nation to tc^de there without our le^vci but by 
the prote£);ion of fuch ilcets and convoys as will 
make any tr^de unprofitable ; ^t the f^in^ttinie it 
proteds our own traffic, and furnijQies fioreboufe^s 
either for war or commerce, an^ a convenient 
place of refreHiment to our ihips in their voyage^ - 
to and from Africa^ l^^fyy the Levant^ and fopa^ 
times tbe EaJI and Weji-Indies. 

It fives us the means of carrying on a private 
and advantageous commerce with Spain^ not- 
withflanding all the prohibitions they can qiak^ly 
or precautions they can ufe. It lies at hand 
to intercept their Eaji and WeJl^In£a ficeils- 
with the fpoil and riches of both worlds : t^ fe^ 
parates and divides Spain from kfdf, and hinders 
all communication by fea from the difFerent 
parts of their dominions, and confequently muft 
keep them in a perpetual dependance, and put 
them under a neceffity to court our frtendihip, ai 
well as fear our eamtty : it gives us an oq[>f)Qrtu- 
nity to pry into all their meafuies, obferve all 
their motions, and, without the moft ftupid ie» 
mliTnels on our parts^ renders it impra^cable £pr 

M 6 them 
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them to form any projefts, or carry on any ex- 
peditions againft us or our allies without our 
having due notice. 

It deftroys any attempts to naval power in 
France^ which can never be formidable at fca, 
whilft Gibraltar remains in our hands. It hin- 
ders the communication between their ports 
and fquadrons in the ocean and the Mediter" 
ranean : it makes it tmpoffible for them to fup- 
ply their Southern harbours with naval ftores 
either for building or repairing of fleets ; of 
which they were fo fcnfible laft war, that, as 
foon as Sir George Rook had poffeflcd himfelf of 
it, they faw themfelves under a necefHty lo lay 
afide their ufual caution, and dare him in open 
battle, and not meeting the fuccefs they hoped 
for, the very fame year, to the unfpeakable 
prejudice of their other afFairs, befieged it in 
form, and loft a French and Spanijh army be- 
fore it, and never afterwards appeared with a 
fleet upon the feas again during the whole 
war, but fufFered their great (hips to moulder 
and rot in their harbours, for want of the means 
to fit them out again. 

It will give us reputation and figure in thofe 
feas, vi^hich are always rewarded with power 
and richer. It will oblige all nations who 
trade in the Mediterranean^ or have empire 

there, 
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there, to court our friendfliip, and keep mea- 
fares with us. It will awe even the courts of 
Rome and Conjlanttnople-^ and make them- afraid 
to difturb or provoke us. It will intimidate the 
piratical ftates, who, when they f(5e vengeance 
fo near at hand, will not dare to difturb 9itr , 
trade, whilft they are deftroying that of aH 
others. Thefe advantages are immenfe, and 
will give us all the carriage trade of the Medi* . 
teranean^ whofe merchants muft make ufe of 
our {hips, when they find it not fafe to venture 
in any other. 

But we are told, the keeping it is a great 
charge to us. Strange and furpriiing inftance 
of our new frugality, and good hufbandry ! 
That we, who for thirty years together have 
rioted in millions, and, untill heaven bleiTed us 
with the prcfent miniftry, never minded vj^hat 
we gave, nor to whom ; we, who drained the 
Exchequer^ and mortgaged the nation, fhouM 
now, from a principle of faving, facrifice the 
fole fruit of all our expences to prevent a 
charge, which is but equal to that of a few 
ufelefs penfions ! Thank heaven, from lavifli- 
ing millions, we arc grown thrifty in pounds, 
fhillings and pence. 

But 
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But how comes it to pafs that this was not 
thought on before ? We have been at a pro- 
digious expence in fupplying it with garrifons^ 
wiih military ftores, with provifions, and in 
defending \\ againft a vigorous flege : all 
which might have been faved, and -ft'ithoKxt 
doubt very many advantages, and a round Aim 
(befides the contractors licking their own fingers) 
might have been ftipulaced for the nation, if the 
leaft hint had be en given that it was to be dit 
pofed of. 

However, I own good hufbandry never 
comes too late, and I hope it will go a little 
fwther, and that we ihall contrad the public 
expences of all kinds, cut off and retrench 
unnecefTary ofHceSj falaries and penilons, pay 
off, or lefTen the public engagements, and ref- 
cue the people from the oppreffions of their ri- 
gorous debts and payments, which have near 
cxhaufted the vitals of the nation, and, with- 
out a fpeedy remedy, will foon bring it into an 
incurable confumption. 

It is alledged that Port-Mahon will anfwer all 
the purpofes of Gibraltar^ and therefore there 
can be no ufe in keeping them both. The con- 
trary to which muft be evident to any one who 
but looks into the map 5 for the ifland Minorca 
lies many hundred miles further up towards the 

gulf 
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gulf of Lyons ^ and, in truth, out of the roarf 
of all (hips trading to Sicily^ the Adriatic^ the 
Levant^ or Africa. It is fituatcd at fuch a dif- 
tance from France and Spain^ that the greateft 
fleets can efcape unobferved, unlefs we keep 
perpetually before their ports to watch and pur- 
fue them, which is exceeding dangerous, if 
not impraflicablc in thofe feas. We fliall be 
out of the way of all intelligence, and, if we 
fhould by chance have it, in all likelihood fhall 
be too late to take advantage of it ; befides, I 
am told, there are but few winds with which 
fhips can get in or Out of^ Port^Mahon^ and, 
when they are once there, the paflTage is fo nar- 
row that a very fmall fquadron can keep the 
greateft from failing out. 

But I think nothing is plainer, than that it' 
will be exceeding difficult, if not irapoflible, to 
keep the ifland of Minorca^ without the pofleffi- 
on of Gibraltar^ at leaft it will be more expen- 
five to us than both are now ; efpecially if 
France and Spain fliould join again ; which 
event, I think, we ought to keep always in 
view, for then Gibraltar will be the only re- 
fource we have to carry on any trade in the 
Mediterranean^ and to prevent the union of the 
French and Spanijh fleets with themfelves or each 

other. 

AH 
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All the obje<aion8 (and many more) which I 
have before made, againft the facility of a com- 
munication of the different ports of France and 
Spain with one another, will be flronger againft 
us i for they have others near to Gibraltar^ 
where fleets may lie fafe, -and have a chance 
to efcape us, by catching at favourable oppor- 
tunities, and the advantage of winds; wheieas 
we mud run all hazards, and trufl to bur 
flrength alone, without any harbour to retreat 
to, in cafe of florms or other accidents. 

What means have we of fending naval 
{lores and recruits to our garrifons, and of* 
ten provifions for them, without a port to 
protect: us during ^i thoufand leagues fail- 
ing ? Portugal will not be fuffercd to receive 
or relieve us, and then we muft run the gant- 
let by finglc fliips, with fcarcc a chance to 
efcape, or fend convoys upon the fmalleft oc- 
cafions, capable of fighting the united French 
and Spantjh power ; which will be attended 
with fuch difficulties as muft be allowed unan- 
fwerable arguments in the mouths of a cor- 
rupt miniftry to fell that too, when a fair chap- 
man appears. 

But it is not only my own opinion, but 
that of much better judges, that thefe two 
important pofts might be kept with little 
charge to England^ even without balancing 

the 
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the advantages we receive by them : Me- 
thinks it ihould be worth the thoughts and 
leifure of a Britijh parliament to alk a few 
queftions concerning them, (viz*) Upon what 
foundation they ftand ? What becomes of their 
revenues ? Whether applied to the benefit of their 
governors, or to the public ? What proteflion the 
people there meet with, and what civil govern- 
ment is eibblifhed amongft them, and how the 
military interferes with it ? I doubt not but thefe 
queftions will be anfwered to fatisfa£tion : and 
the diredlors of our affairs, whe^ the public 
occafions will give them leave to open their 
fchemes, have proppfals ready to lay before our 
reprefentatives, which will make thofc towns, 
and the ifland belonging to one of them, as ufe- 
ful to the public as they have been hitherto 
to their governors, and fome others. I am 
perfuaded, if they were made free ports, where 
all nations might find encouragement and fe- 
curity, they would foon grow fo rich and pow- 
erful, as in a great meafure to pay for their owa 
protedlion. Gibraltar lies much more fortu- 
nately for trade than Leghorn^ which ftands out 
of the way, and in a corner ; and yet, I ara 
told, the fingle advantage of a h^^ port renders 
that town one of the greateft articles in the 
■ grand duke's r(5venue. 

This is the circumftance, thefe the advan- 
tages of our keeping the poffeffion of Gibraltar. 

Out 
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Our enemies, and our allies too, know theiP) 
and, I dcubt^ dread them ; and, I thank God, 
the nation knows them \ and that we could 
have had no tolerable fuccefs in the laft or 
prefent war without this town ; therefore I 
cannot fufpe^l that fo wife and honeft a miniffry 
will take any fuch flep without the advice of 
parliament* 

We ought not to be furprized if the nations 
of Europe and Africa fhould wilh it in hands 
lefs potent at Tea, and who would confequently 
enjoy it more harmlefly to its neighbours : it muft 
be undoubtedly terrible to any people who would 
be our rivals in trade or n»val power« or iodeei 
to any (late that afpires to empire, wlvcb can 
never be accompliflied without fleets as well z^ 
armies. 

But fure we are not fallen into fuck contempt 
with our enemies, our neighbours, or piif allies, 
nor can they have fo mean an opinion of our 
fenfe and difcernment, and the integrity of 
our flatefmeo, as but to hint fuch a thing to 
them. 

If we part with Gibraltar^ to what purpofe 
have we made war ? To what purpofe beftowcd 
great fums, and gained great vidories ? Have 
we beat the enemy, and forced them to beg 
peace, and yet muft bribe them to accept of it I 
Have we conquered, and fhall they give ternis> 

and 
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and get towns by lofing battles ? Or, if we do 
not' part with Gibraltar for the fake of peace, 
pray what confidcration are we. to receive for 
the fake of Gibraltar ? Sure we do not make 
war only for our allies, and leave our allies 
to make peace for us ; and peace and war are 
not both made at our cof^s and changes. 

We have given no jealoufy or offence to 
our allies, in applying any part of our force 
to the TVeJl Indies^ or in feixing and planting 
countries there, as the /r/irr^ have don^ 
but have aded a faithful, expeafive, and ha,- 
^/ardous part for our ailiea:; and, while our 
(hips of war have been emfdoyed for them^ 
<3fbr merchant (kips have fallen by fcores intp ' 
the bands of pirates, for want of fufEcie^t 
convoys. Our whole Gutney trade has bee;^ 
loft this year by (hat means, there being, as 
I ^m tcAii not one man of war to fpiii^^ 
from tbefervke of the confederates, to defend 
it. Our trade, in every Mother brandi of it, 

' fufFers not a little from this fidelity of ouis 
to our foreign friends. I fay nothing of the 
prefent ftate of our manufaiftures, and of our 

' poor : it is too mournful and too manifeft. 

Has any Englijh miniftry ever prefumcd ta 
propofe to the King, to deliver up the dutchies 
of Bremen and Verderiy in Order to procure 
a peace in the North,- to fctite Ae fa much 

defired 
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* defired balance of power there, and to pre- 
vent the charge to England of fending out 
annual fleets at a very great expencc ? And 
yet, it is faid, his majefty, before the laft 
treaty v^ith Sweden^ pretended no title to thofc 
countries, but a mortgage from a prince, who 
had no other himfelf than conqueft. And dares 
any one propofe to a Britifl) King the delivering 
up, to a baffled and fubdued enemy, the moft im- 
portant place in the world to the trade and 
naval empire of Eitglandj the key of the 
Miditerranean^ the terror of our enemies, 
and the bed pledge of our near friendfhips ; 
and this too after we have an undoubted title 
to it, to which thofe nations are guarantees, 
who have the greateft intereft to wreft it out 
of our hands i 

But to whom (hall this great and moft im- 
portant conceilion be made ? Not to a pro- 
voked, vanquiihed, and inveterate enemy, to 
enable him to revenge the affronts he has re- 
ceived : It cannot be in compliment to the 
emperor, for whom we are conquering king- 
doms and provinces ; nor to the Dutch^ who 
would not move to our afSftance, but have 
laid ftill, taking advantage of our misfortunes, 
and enjoying the fruits of our labour and ex- 
pences : much lefs can we fuppofe it fhould be 
done in favour of France* 

I 
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I conftfs there arc manj' reafoos why they 
ftioutd defire it; but they are unaiifwerable 
reafons too why we (hould hear fuch a pro- 
pofition, with horror. Every true EngUjlman 
muft tremble at the growing power of France^ 
to fee it, like the ph^iiixf rife young, freJh, 
and vigorous, out of Its own afiics : ft is as 
tetrilile as amazing, to behold a dcrpotic go- 
vcmmeiK in a few motulis poflellcd of the 
greateft credit which ever appeared in the 
world, aad to clear itftif of an hundred mil- 
lions 'of debt, wiihout paying one penny j 
and this done too, not by an aft of power, 
but by the confent.and applaulj of the whole 
king<ioni. New Jlecu are building, new ai« 
t^ies railing, new countries p1anling,-ne»' pro- 
vinces conquering, whilft we have, been load- 
ing the public with new debts, new falaiies, 
new penfions, and no method as yet propofed 
(I will not fay thought of) to eafe our bur- 
thens. 

Sure tbefe cannot be reafons . Co take fuch 
ir- thorn out of. the foot of Francis and to 
remove fuch, an obflacle to their greatncfs : 
The cntcrprizing genius of that nation \» as 
veil known, as it is formidable to all its 
neighbours, but in particular to us. I would 
afk, in cafe of a new rupture, what refource 
we have but in out fleets, and, by the hdp 
of Gibraltar^ to make it impraaicable for their 
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fquadrons iti the ocean and Mediterranean to 
join ? We know, by woful experience, what 
help we arc to expcfl: from our allies, when 
we have no more millions to give. We arc 
not able to keep great ftanding armies at home, 
nor is it confiftent with our liberty to do fo ; 
and therefore we ought to take every mcafure 
to increafe our naval flrength, and to put new 
bi idles upon thofe who are, or may foon be 

our rivals. 

The nation in the world whofe power we 
have moft reafon to guard againft, is that 
of France^ and yet I do not know by what fa- 
tality it has often fo happened that we have 
been the unhappy inftruments of promoting it. 
Oliver Cromwel gave the firft rife to its great- 
nefs at land, and king Charles the Second 
at fea : The late ^een^^ whofe heart was 
intirely Englijh^ by an ignominious peace, rc- 
ftorcd it, when it was reduced to the loweft 
extremity, and muft have fubmittcd to any 
conditions (he had thought fit to impofe. But 
fure it will never be faid that a whig mini- 
ftry, the patrons of liberty, the conftant and 
declared enemies of thofe proceedings, (hould 
aft fo far in defiance of all their known prin- 
ciples, as voluntarily and unconftrained, in 
the midft of our viftories, to throw away 
any part of that national fccurity, which even 

the 
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tlie late betrayers purchared at the txpence of 
their country's honour (and, I doubt was no 
btherwife to be had) and which are the only 
rewards and recompence of a tedious, fuc- 
cefsfui, and glorious war, carried on at an 
immenfe expence of blood and treafurc, of 
which we and our polleriiy fhall long feel the 
feverc effeils. 
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« Remarks on two CHARGES, &;. 

My LoRBi 

HAVING lately met with, wherelleaft 
exp«£ted any thing of fuch Rnitnre, fonte 
Jragmtttts of two cbargei, delivered by ■ 
your Lordfhip to the dei^y of your diocefe, mft 
curiofity led me to enqwrs after and penife the 
performances throughout. Your Lordlhip's known 
ftill and zeal in all the branches of churth-beral- 
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dry and powevy your profound erudition, ind 
exa£l knowledge of all the fables of the ancient i 
concerning hobgoblins and fairies ; of their whims, 
allegorical reveries, and caballiflical di:eams and 
viiioos, joined with a warm Sind Jincire^ I cannot 
fay difinterejled concern for the eftablifliment of 
tithes and orthodoxy, very n>uch raifed my atten- 
tion. ,Upon the perufal it appears that liberty 
would be in as imminent danger from your lord- 
Jhif% model of Chriftianity, as you apprehend the 
church to be from the progrefs of liberty, and the 
downfall of ufurpation, tyranny, fuperftition, and 
fpiritual bondage. Without any fervile fear there- 
fore» though were I to pay fuch a ilaviih refped 
to any, I know none that would be mwt deferving 
of it than your lordjhip ; I (ball examine fome of 
the moft material particulars contained in thefe 
charges to your clergy. Had cither of them fallen 

/boner 

fettling or hang auouragtd In yeuf parijb or neigbbowbood, IJball 
k$ glsd to btarjhm yom om tbls occafion, and am, 

SXK, 

Yoor faithful brother 
and humble fervant, 

Richard Litchfietd andCo^entry» 

To the Rev. Mr. Steibing, Minifter of Setve, in Staffordfbirim 

Free 

Kicbetrd LiubfitU and Coventry* 

Mr. 0«M«*f copy if in mj hmdi, 
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fooner into my hands, it might have engaged 
earlier animadverfions. 

Probably it will be urged, it is infidelity or worfe, 
to expoitulate on any points of this nature with a 
bifhop of the church. It is allowed an awful de-' 
ference is due to your lordfhip, and thofc of your 
lordfhfp's charadler, whofe peculiar province is, 
to be in the rights and whofe bufinefs, is ruver ta 
be miftaken. Thefc are ble^ings of an uncommon 
fize, when held without the abfurd claims of infal- 
libility. But ftlll as Chrijlians it is our right^ as 
protejlants^ it is out privilege y and sisEngliJhmeny it is 
our glory^ that we dare judge for ourfelves in mat- 
ters of faith and religion. When we confider our- 
felves under thefe feveral relations, there can be no 
virtue in blind«folding our underftandings. Paf&ve"' 
obedience is equally odious in church and ^ate^ 
whether it be to the will of an arbitrary prina^ or 
the diftates of a tyrannical clergy. I need offer no 
farther apology for the honeft freedom I (hail ufc 
in the following addrefs to your lordfhip* 

In the introduction to your firft charge, it is ob- 
fcrvcd, *' that ♦ the good providence of God rcr 
** moved you from your former diocefe to your 
** native country/' I (hall not take upon mc ta 

N 3 cii- 
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enquire whether it was a good providence to your 
lordfhip^ or to the clergy of that diocefe you 
were removed from, or to both together. But^my 
lord, you muft allow me to be a little ludicrous 
upon proper occaficns. It puts me in mind of a 
country clergyman, who, upon leaving the flock 
committed to his charge, obferved, in your lord- 
fliip's dialefl, that the^5tf^/rm^«^/ of God had 
removed him.*- A poor parifh-boy tookoccafion 
to afk the reverend amhajfador^ if providence had 
called him to a /(^^r benefice, or a more advattta* 
geous fituation. To the latter be fure, replies the 
man of God ; fo I concluded, fays he, or provi- 
dence might have called ever fp loud and hng before 
you would have condefcended to have given it an 
anfwer. The lad you will admit muft be one of 
IVoolftorCs difciples, and was Aiding toward infi- 
delity apace* What will become ofpriiftly prera^ 
gativif if men are fuflFered to make fuch faucy and 
wicked reflections ? but the application I leave to 
your hrdjhip and the intelligent reader. 

In the next page* you go on thus i " lihallnow 
<< proceed to another fubje<5^ ihat is toofeafinahU 
*' in our prefent circumflances to be pail over in 
•' filence ; I mean, upon dueconfidcration of the 
*« ftate of our national church. I fhall now (hew 
•* how we may moft effedtually, in our fcvcral fta- 

♦• lions, 

^ Charge i, p« 4« 
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•* tions, contribute to its fupport, and be bcft ' 
** qualified for the defence of it, againft the open 
•* attacks, and dark defigris of its adverfaries, of 
•* whatever denomination/' 

What ! the chuich in danger^ my lord ? the 
pcrfeftion of beaut)', and the joy of the whole 
body oixkit'cUrgy^ in ^^w^rr of falling ? if fo, it is 
reafonable that the folemni tics of the pulpit fhould 
propagate the alarm, give authoiity to our fears^ 
and that in our feveral flations we (hould exert ouf 
jointendeavours to remove them. But whence, my 
lord, arife thefe ci^/Wr/V^/ reprefentations ? have 
we not a prince on the throne, whofc good incli- 
nations, as well as royal wordj engage him to pre^ 
ferve inuiolably the liberties of all his fubjc^ts T 
are wc not happy under hia aufptcious goyemment 
in th^ free foffefjion of many valuable bleffings \ 
have we not perfons of great worth and integrity^ ' 
that fit at die helrn^ and if there are any there of a 
Afferent cbaraHer^ yet they have been alwa]r8 4nie . 
to their principles and the times\ and as tenacious of 
the rights of the church, as your hrdflnp f have 
not all the vifionary fchemes of a rival pretender 
to the crown, been long fince bafBed, and hit 
hopes blailed for ever ? are our national concerns 
in this happy fituation, and yet the national 
church groaiiing under the bitCereft extremity and 
diflrcflcs ? — — You would not have it believed 

N 4 ^ 
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that >\rhcn our rights and properties are moftyJ- 
curey when the wifeft laws are ena£ied, and thofe 
laws executed "without partiality or corruption i when 
rea/on triumphs over craft and fupirjiititn^ your 
lordfhip would not have it believed, that under fuch 
circumitanccs the church is in the greateft dan* 
ger ? Can the church never be fafc, unlefs the • 
iawj^ learning and liter ties of the nation are brought 
into WReck. and ruin ? thefe ill-timed, or in your 
lordfhip's phrafe, feafonabU alarms, may fill the 
minds of the clergy with fedition, and their mouths 
with r^ge and clamour : butt can they ever con- * 
tribute to recommend virtue, to eftabliih rational 
piety and religion ? 

It if obfervable that the cry of the danger of tbo 
church, has always been made ufe of more or lefs 
in exa^ proportion to tht progrefs of common fenfey 
and the decUnfton of a fpirit of bigotry and bon- 
dage. But, my lord, fuch reports come with an 
iU graicc from ihe/r/V«4/i of the church, how en- 
tertaining^ focver they may prove to xt^envmns 
The church of CArj/? encountered thefevereft diffi- 
culties, and the warmed oppofition. It b^d not 
only the magijiracy^ but the moh and the ^ieft* 
b^od ;^ the high churab dignitaries of the Jewifb 
cpnflifuiipn, joined in a confpiracy againft it \ 
yet ^hc fpiritual weapons of truth, honefly, and 
difin^tereilednefs overpowered them all. And as ta 
fvUire>ge^3 we are exprefly foretold, the gates of 
hfjtl fiiaU *icv^r prevail agajnft it. What means 
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this, my lord ! are the iaterefts of the church of 
Chrtji^ and the church of England not only dijHnSf^ 
but oppojite in their very nature ? one always fafe^ 
the ot\itx always in danger? one, proof againft the 
raillery of infidels, and rage of hell; the other trem-- 
bling at the efforts of a few hotheaded enthufiafts 
and dijfenters ? then furely, according to your 
hrdjhtp^% fchcme, they canrtotbe very near a-kin» 
However, I would be undcrftood to fpeak with ^\:\^ 

reverence to the cojfock, Let them be.one and 

the fame, notwithftanding all this, and what the 
priefls have joined, let no man put afunder. 

About the time your lordftip's firft charge was 
delivered to your prefent dtocefan clergy, among 
others who attacked Chriftianity with little finceri- 
ty, and lefs fuccefs, Mr. IVooIfton^zn apojiate clergy " 
man^ was one of the mod confiderable, * whofe 
namelprefume is not forgotten by your lordfiiip. 
Probbaly his difcourfes are thtpoifonous libels you 
refer to, \ ** againft the infe<3ion of which, pro- 
** per prefervativcs were ufed." But what pre- 
fervatives did your lordfhip judge proper on that 
occafion ? were you confcious of any weaknefsor 
infufficiency in your elaborate and bulky defence of 
Chriftianity, that you fled for refuge to the fccu- 
lar arm, and called to your afliftance the falutary 
aids of a fine and a dungeon ? I hay« been in. 

N 5 form- 
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ted to the Queen. ' -f Sec Charge x. p. 4. . 
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formed, that ludicrous writer declared upon his 
trial, that our late worthy metropolitan expreffed 
himfelfthus, with relation to that unchriftian pro- 
fecution ; for ihould I call it perfecution, the 
world would never believe that bijbops bad any 
hand in the matter ; ^^ Mr. Wool/Ion^ I am forry for 
jour fuiFerings, but had you wrote ten times as 
much againft Chrijiianity^ without attacking clirical 
authority and power ^ you had been fafi and unmo* 
kfted ftill."-^ However that be, permit me to ob* 
ferve, my lord, and with an htmeji concern for the 
honour of Chrifiianity I fpeak it, this very con» 
dud gave ^greater reputation to Mr, Wool/Uri% ri* 
baldry and difira^ion^ than it could otherwife have 
obtained ; and even a greater than your Urdflnft 
writing againft him. It is natural to fhew com* 
paflion for thofe who fufFer for any pecuiiarity ia 
their notions, to be prejudiced in favour of their 
caufe, and to'expreis a generous indignation at the 
authors and abettors of their fufFerings. Was Mr* 
Wool/ion delivered over to the jailor, to be bufieted 
for the falvation of his foul, or the fuppreffion of 
his libels ? a dungeon could never enlighten hb 
t^inderftanding ; and infideUty rejoiced in fuch a 
favourable opportunity of fpreading abroad the /««. 
glorious fame of his imprifonment and writings %, 
not to mention, that as truth y?tf)M& not in need^ fa 
kjfcorns fuch wicked arts to fupport its authority* 

Asl 



As I have no concern with the biflory of the ^«- 
Titans^ I fhall take no farther notice of your re- 
marks on that hcad> than what neccflarily com* 
ports with my deflgn to expofe the wickednifs and' 
folly of claiming a jurifdiSion over confcience i 
and in?ading the monarchy^ the unhir/al manarcbjf. 
of earth, as well as heaven. It is obferved, tha^ 
* the long-ago confuted pretentions of the old puri-^ 
lans^ are brought afrefh on the ftage,. Were not 
their pretenllons founded upon the fame principle 
with the reformation itfelf, the right of prhu^t^- 
judgment^ and adding accordfng to it in mattdrs of 
religion ? will your lord/hip deny this ? who» 
then confuted their pretenfions ? no friends to thcr 
reformationy to the church of England^ would at* 
tempt it \ and did they, I hope your lordjhip will 
agree with me in this, fuch attempts woqld have 
been vain and fruitlefs. True, they had matiy. 
wild antic ixtravagancnzmong theflf^^and a^i»m^' 
idiotifm that ufurped the name of virtue, which ftill 
prevails amongft many of their fucceilbrs and dif- 
ciples.; — ^They worfliipped G^iias if the devil w^ ifi 
them ; but fiill. the difiinguifhing principle thejf 
feparated upon, was a generous zeal for and a nobla^ 
attachment to the liberties of their country. But 
I forbear, to make way for the danger of the 

N 6 church;.. 

* Charge i» p« 5». 



z^'o A CoftDiAL for Low Spirits. 

cliuuh -X ^' The virulent reflcdkions on the 

** twt icnowp.ed A rchbifliops Pjri^r and /i^//^i/>j. 

^^ the late attempt on the legal maintenanci of thci 

** clergy by tithes ; thofe latter ones on the difci- 

** pline oi lYit eftablijhid churchy and the legal ju- 

^* rifdidion of the governors of it, in concurrence; 

^^ with the growth of infidelity, prophaneneft, 

*' and immorality.— --The numbers of thofe that 

*^ are unbelievers^ or are for no eftabltflnmnt of 

^* Chriftianityatall,or zit difaffe^ed iQX)[it prefeni 

** eftalUJhment of it amongft us \ from tbefe views 

^* Me cannot but have fome mtlaruholy thoughts 

<< concerning the final iffue and refult of things/' 

my lord, chear up your fpirits, melancholy thoughts 

often ifTue in a fixed fettled delirium. Witnefji 

the craft/men of Ephefus. Their zeal for thcit 

Goddefs, and her filver fhrines, foon improved itr 

felf into a venerable frenzy ^ and a confecrated riot ; 

fothat they knew not wherefore they came together^ 

The men were mad^ but flill they were profound? 

ly orthodoxy my lord. — It was not the Goddefs that 

they worfhippcd, but the very objeft of prieflly 

adoration throughout all fucccffive ages.— ^Hec 

filver Jhrines ! but the particulars referred to, de- 

ferve a clofer examination. Can a faithful hif- 

tory of the character of one or. two renowned tcr 

% Page 5, Charge j,. 
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elefiafttcs be a reproach upon their order ?- if fe|,^ 
what the pe^i obieryed as Xopriqfis^oi all relighns^ 
may be jufily applicable to pri^fts ttf all agis^ that: 
they are the (ame^ infpired with thitjiinuf luft o£ 
dominioa and power^ the fame tbirfi for blood, the; 
Jfttne zeal for kiiavery and. perfecution. — ^ But 
whatever your lordfhip may think, I cannot faUt 
in with fo wild anopinipn. A9 truth can nevei, 
fufFer by exploding Jari unfcripturaKy&tmz^ or %% 
phyfu can never be brought into difgrace by a juft 
contempt of quacks and empirics ; fo neither cat^ 
the church be ever hurt by an hpneft . reprefenta«> 
tion of chara^ers or fa£b that> tend neither to i^ 
fecurity or honour* ^^ The late attempt on tbft 
legal matntenanoe of the clergy by tithes," Ijkf % 
wife awakens, your lordJhip\ refentments. Suppo^.. 
fiog, my lord, there bad been any regulations of 
tithes, would this, have brought the church in^ . 
danger ? would thj?re. be no, priefts^ no bifl>$p$^ 
were there no titbesy no eftahlijhments ? is all the 
divotion of the clergy bound ^p^ in thefe, m% 
lord ? it feems, \\ is the fame as io'ecclejiafiical ^n^^ 
milit^^y fquadronsy and that the prowefs of ths 
churchy as well as of armies^ depend upon goodpaji 
and provijion ; and thofe^ who are enliAed, into tl|f; 
fcrvice of both alike, may fight for bire^ but will 
defert\.\it\x refpe£iive poftSy if there be no other re*^ 
ward than the profpe<^ of being ferviceable to theix 
country* But if the church be in any danger^- 

-^ , ther4 



ifS A Cordial for Low Spirits* 

there are fome more probable reafons to be affign- 
cd for it, than thofe which are pointed at by your 
lordfliip. Is there no danger from bigotry and 
fuperftition j from church^pridB and tyranny ; from 
the illegal 2inA arbitrary pretenjiom of infilent ecck- 
fwftics J ? is there no aanger of its being brought 
into reproach from bijhops that never preachy from 
divines ih^t never ft udy, unlefs it be how to aggran- 
dize themfelves, and opprefs the Ai//y, by their 
high exorbitant claims as to ecclefiaftical fees and 
revenues ? is there no danger from the rigid un- 
charitable impofition of forged creeds and formularies 
upon the Chriflian people ? is there no danger 
from the clergy's fwearing to, or at \c2Skfubfcribing 
do£trines as true, which they believe to htfalje 
and unfcripturaly and being guilty oi folernn per- 
jury^ in the name of the lord I is the church in no 
danger from that little aukward ftiffnefs and pe^ 
dantry of behaviour ; from thatyi^r;' which wears 
the mafk of %eal ; from that difaffeSfion to the 
froteftant family on the throne, which your lord- 
ihip cannot be ignorant of, reigns among a con- 
(iderable part of the inferior clergy ? is there no 
danger when the church has a greater (hare in our 
merriments than in oui- prayers y when our zeal 

for 

]^ Of what tvail the abolidon of Paganifm, if we ilill retail 
the worft part of it» and have an army of Chriftian prieftiy that 
delight lA hloodihed aad confiifioii ? Chf i, £. a6v 
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for it grows warm in our cups^ ^xtxfiagnausixifx^ 
devotions ?— -^Theic are fuch reafons ibr the 
dangir of the church, as well deferved your no- 
tice ; and which, my lord, as a Chrifiian bijhcp at 
leaft, you had donjB well to confider. — But I aik 
pardon, your lord{hip*s fears may ariie.from ano^ 
/i&^r quarter* 

If we take a view of the reign of King Cbarln 
the fecond, we (hall find that infiiUity and propbam^ 
nefs were never (b rampant in the land as then^ 
from the nfirmattm^ down to the prefent tlmeSf 
Upon the reftoration^ the flood-gates of Hell and 
Rame Teemed to be let open upon us. And yet in 
that bleffid ara^ the church was profperous and 
flouri(hing \ the ^r/^/^j pampered with luxury, and. 
no complaints known of danger, fiut when libofi^ 
ty and King fFilliam afcended the Britijh tbrone> 
its complaints were renewed, and excepting a (horC 
interval in the following reign, have been con« 
tinued ever fince. 

Your lord/hip complains of the growth of infU 
delity -, nor, according to the modern ufe of the 
phrafe, are your lord&ip's complaints needlefs I 
we have multitudes in this nation, and may tbei 
number daily increafi ! that do not always beUiVi^ 
fit^tx worjbip the clergy. It has indeed beea 
the complaint of every age. the former times 
were better than thefe.^ The cry ]$ zsJiaU as It is 

comnuth. 
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Hmmon. But do if^^^Utf^ immoraUtfs* and ^r^- 
pbanenefs grow ? Whkt can be thfe reaforr i&f ^hts ^ 
are the cJergyy who diight to ht thc'adv^aites of 
Chriftianity, and jfAor<&?»x of our liberties, gfown 
more ignorant than in former times i or ace they 
grown more profligate attd' witkid f do their Sves 
make atbeiftSy mr their doctrines Jlavep? whatever 
tkfidelstn^y pretchd,.'yotnr lord^jrmll not fuggeft 
'this ? in the body pdmc^ wicked governors zni a. 
corrupt adminiftrati§n propagate comiption among 
all inferior ranks of fubjeds r and is . it not the 
fame as to religion f — Are the times bad? — 
It is your lo^d/hip% and the clergyh bufinefs to 
fhalce theni tj^etter. It Is In your power to reform 
the world| to bring virtue imoj^)K/^fff and it is 
with an ill grace men complain of evils that are of 
their own begetting. Is it matter of hSt that the 
number of unbelievers daily increafes ? what ac-- 
count IS then to be given of the vigilance and con^ 
iu& of ^ pompous fpiritualfoldieryy retained for the 
fervice of the church and truth ? are they not 
t>le(red with national honours and preferments I 
is not the world prejudiced on their iide? have 
they not the advantage of a good caufe, and yet,, 
after all, an unequal match for zfetv naked unbe- 
lievers f furcly, my lord, they ill deferve to be 
kept in conftant p^^- who are either too iasy to 
fight,^ or too unfkilfo] to conquer, when the oppo* 
• ' ' fition. 
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fition is fo weak and trifling. Superflition has 
been generally the pareht of infidelity ; and the 
long-ago exploded abfurdities and traditions of di« 
vine right, uninterrupted fucceffion, ^c, which 
have been vamped up afrefh, and retailed abroad 
by fome of our modern hierarchical champions^ ' 
fpeaks them better qualified to increafe the doubts,, 
and confirm the prejudices of unbelievers, than to ' 
fatisfy and remove them. When the noflrum^ of* 
a party are drefled up as the efientials of Chrifiiaa 
worfhip, no wonder if perfons of volatile difpofi-| 
tioos fhould confound truth and error) and rejeA-* 
Chriftianity itfelf as an impofture. 

fiut are our ^reftlefs adver&ries abroad waidng^ ' 
for the advantages they reap from the profpeA of 
confufion at home ? Still it is your Lordihip's and 
the clergy's bufiacfs to difappoint their hopes^ 
Have we confufions at home ? remove the caufty ' 
the fjffe^ will ceafc of courfe. Wlk) more likely 
to propagate confufion, than they who raife a 
tumultuous alarm of the danger of the church t 
Who would eftablifli a prelatical jurifdidion on a 
level with the civil conjlitution itfelf and confequent- 
ly reprefent the church, as invefted with a power 
to de(lroy,a8 well as fave; to excommunicate prin«t * 
ces, as well as pardon and abfolve them ? Inflead-- 
of this, exert your influence,, my lord, to beat 

ftrifcs, 

* Charge i. p. 6., ^ 
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ftrife, and unite protefiants : put an end to the un- 
charitable differences among them) recoinmend 
principles of love and benevolence, not to zMftin-^ 
guijhing feSi or party, but to the whole race of 
mankind ; cultivate a fptrit of meeknefs and cha- 
rity toward Cbriftians of difFerent fenCtmcnts and 
denominations; refign all authoritative cUuns over 
confcicnce, and let the clergy ceafe from invading 
the rights of their fe]low-creatures» and the fole 
prerogative of the deity ; give up the rigid impo* 
fition of things confeficdly indifferent in their own 
nature, and make the gates of the church as wide 
a) the gates of heaven. 

In Page 8, your Lordibip obfcrves, that ^* we 
^' live in an incredulous age, that much in* 
*^ dulges fcepticifm, and difputes the grounds of 
<< faith that have been all along received.^ AflerC- 
ing the right oi private judgment^ and denying the 
infallibitity of the church, may perhaps be repre<» 
fented as increduUty by your lordibip. But wa- 
ving that, let an honeft reverence be paid to no* 
tions that have been received ; yet I hope your 
lordfliip's faith is not fettled merely upon tradi- 
tion.— < Let that be the boafted unenvied claim of 
a corrupt hierarchy and prieftcraft ; but all good 
proteffants will build their faith upon a nobler 
foundation. Scepticifm c^n never prove as injurious 
to Chriflianity, (what it may to the church, you 
are beft able to determine) as credulity and an 

impUd^ 
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implicit ohidience,. Efiquiridg into the grounds of 
faith cannot wea;ken, but confirm and eftabiiib its 
authority.— -I agree that we ought to be always 
ready, and I add able, to give an anfwer to every 
one that aflcs a reafon of the hope that is in us* 
<< We ought to be prepared to evince the ground* 
«^ and neceffity of reforming the church of Eng/- 
^^ land^ from the idolatries, fuperftitions, and u« 
>' furpationS of the R^mijb conununion." But 
ought we not, my lord, in this to be confiftent 
with ourfelves \ Or of what avail to deliver an elai* 
borate charge againft popery^ and at the fame time 
be for eftabliihing a proujiantpopirf ^t\iomt I 
To dethrone his belinefsy and fet up in his room 
an infallibility of you^own at Utchjmd or Lambeth^ 
to defend our church upon the authority of thofii 
very principles you explode as to the R^mijb church 
and communion ? ~— Put the cafe, out of re* 
fped to your lordfhip,! will not urge it as fa£l,that 
when you h#id condemned bowings and proAra^ 
tions to faints, incenfe before, and falutationt to 
their images *, the grave paftoral charge being 
concluded, you (very confidently, my lord) tacked 
about, and made a right reverb bow to the 
altar. It will perhaps be faidt it is out of gratis 
tude^ an acknowledgment of favours^ and a /rtV 
hute paid for the gold received from the altarl 

But 
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'But nill' would not your loi^ip^s cohtlud In 
fuch a cafe dcftroy all Ac ftJrcc of your Ineafon- 
ings ? Spedatbh wiH cdhcludc' tbaf you hatarigiic 

for pay^ but afl uj^on principle. i remember 

what I once heard from your Iprdfliip) ** fptcuk" 
'* iive notions are loft upon the geoeraltty of man- 
'^* kind, but example has its influence on the meaa- 
•« eft capacity." .'>:.. 

The next particular that defeivcs notice, is your 

obfervation •, ** that we ought to have jiift ap- 

'*^ prehenfions of the judgments of God upon U9) 

^ removing our candleftick, for our moft fhame- 

** ful abufcis of the light of the gofpel, and our 

♦* preferring the return 6f heatbenHm both in prin- 

*^ ciple and pradic'e to- a divine revelation/* 1 

would hope your lordibip doth not mean this of 

the clergy, to whom your charge is particularly 

direded. If this reprefentation be matter of fad, 

I am forry for it, my lord : with all reverence 

to your facred chara£ler, I would willingly believe 

Ifhat in this one injiance it is pojfible for you to be 

sniftaken* But if you (hall infift upon it, I muft 

fubmit to your lordthip's fuperior judgment. 

However, if fo, I fi»d according to your concef* 

fion, that the priefthood are not fo zealous in 

guarding againft the return of hcathenilm, as a- 

"gainft the lofs of fpiritual tithes and jurifdidion. 

It 

t Charge i. p* §• 
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It is o|pviou8, that the cry of j udgments, by an 
unfeafonable application^ have loft much of their 
force and terror, and have been generally vrreQed 
to ferve alike op both fides of a queftion« . Z«i»* . 
gliuit a famous reformer, being burnt for heref/^, 

it was reportea his heart v^aa found -entire and un- 

■ • , » 

cpnfumed a^nong the afhea. The; Papifts urged 
that it denoted the hardnefs and obduracy of his 
heart ; the Proteftants with equal pr^priety^ that 
is, none at all, reprefented it; as a fign of its firm- 
jicfs and.integrity. -— In days of yore it was be- 
lieved, tlsat the entrails of ,bea (is prophefied ; and 
birds chattered futurity : and is it not equally mi« \ 
raculous, that judgments ihould arife out of the 
duft, and that dreams or broomfticks Ihuuld prog- 
nofticate the difpleafure of heaven? But, my 
lord, if judgjTjcn^s muft tajcepiaqej of all judg-' 
mentfy it is ih^.^reate/l to be deluded by fuch idU ^ 
Atid fupirfiitious notions^ to indulge fuch wildzni, 
vifandrfkzxs^ . 

. What next offers to view, is your lordlhip** 
high encomium on the ejiablijhed epifcopal church, 
where von plbferve that it ftartds * on a level with 
th civil conftiiutkn itfelf. Only on a levels my IbrcJ r . 
A kind and gracious conceffion ? The church and 
king, as your Lord/hip well knows ^ has been the 
toajl of orthodoxy for fome agest The mitre bore 

the 
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the preheminence) and the crvwn tnukkd to 
. its didates. But tempera mutantur (f not muta* 
mur in illis. 

It is well known, how King Hiftiry the fecond 
was excommunicated by the pope, for afironting a 
* lAean-born, fancy, feditious, and ungrateful priefti 
who, by his prince's favour, had been promoted 
to the higheft dignrties in the kingdom* Nor did 
the vengeance of the church ceafe with the rebeFi 
death. The prieft-ridden monarch was obliged 
to atone for his~former want of docility and fub- 
miffion to the holy fe^. Before he could procure 
an abfolution, he was fentenced to walk barefoot 
to the infamous rebel, Thomas a Beckefz tomb, 
and there was whipt and fcourged by a gang of 
monks and villains^ of the order of St. Auguftim* 
And in latter days we have not wanted inilancesof 
ccclefiaftics that have pretended to a kind of fove- 
reignty over princes. The holy martyr Laud or- 
dered, that the ^ii/zn of Bohemia^ omt fnfintfoxfe* 
riign*$ royal great grandmother, and her royal 
iflue, ihould have their names expunged out of the 
prayers of the church, which was accordingly 
done. Yet when the church thus triumphed over 
the civil conftitution, that compteat churchman 
£r&ir^/ afliires us, that all this time England had 
a mighty (hew of glory and felicity ! Though there 
were fuch open and undifguifed attacks upon the 
proteftant religion, yet the church was then fo 

hi 
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far from danger, that the fame nverend hijlorian 
adds, it was fhining iihgrandeur ! But alas! 
thefe happy days are over ! according to yoilr 
lord(hips fcheme, it can never go well with the 
church, unlefs its friends are not only allowed to 
rcign over confcience, but like trui fonsx>{ the 
mother of harlots^ to * reign over the kings of die 
earth. However, this point deferves a clofef at« 
tention« Whence is it, that the church is on a 
level with the civil conditution itfelf ? Doth icnot 
derive all its authority from thence ? Is it not the 
great fial of England that makes bifhops ? Are the 
clergy fubje£ls, or are they kings ? Perhaps it 
will be faid, neither ; they are Gedsy though they 
not only dUy but live too, like other men. Are they 
all bound by their oaths^ I will notpreis their incli- 
nations into the feryice, to be governed by the 

laws ? to be governed by them as fubje£b ? ■ ■ 

But if they are on a /evel with the chil conftiiutiim 
itfelf Ihould any competition arife, are we bound 
to obey the prince and the laws, or the church 
«and clergy ? Or has the convocation any right to 
meet and afTemble without the royal licence and 
•iiuthority ? Surely it has, if it be on a level with 
the civil conjiitution iffilf? Why then will you^ my 
lord, and the dignitaries of the churchy fubmit in 
fo plain a cafe to any bold and arbitrary encroach* 

mcntt 
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ments on your rights, as to fuffer yourfelves to be 
prorogued by a pretence to rofoi autb§rity^ where 
•there is no juft authorify at all i But your lordihip 
tiiay be able to affign wife reafons for. i^ . Howe« 
vert on all proper eccajims^ the prkfthood are to 
^* * vindicate thpfe fpiritual powders derived from 
^^ their great Mafler." Who he is, your lord- 
ihip has not thought proper to mention.; but I 
hope, my lord, you mean neither the ^^, nor his 
elder brother, the devil. They are to ^^ vindicate 
.^^ thofe powers fo derived, by (hewing that they 
*^ are t in their own nature difiin^ frfftn^uiA in^ 
^ dependent o/tXI fecular authority.'' But how is 
this to be done ? ^— • By nwbbing, treafon and re^- 
• hellion? Though the fervent prayers of a righteous 
-man avail much, yet it is to be hoped that neither 
-the fervent prayers nor exhortations,, even of a bi- 
•fiiop, will ever avail to put in execution •ny iedi- 
'tious fchemes to render the church independent of* 
the ftate, and invefling the priefthood with au- 
thority to depofe emperors and princes. — But, 
my lord, however men of %di/NffgttiJbtfrg€barat' 
iet buoy themfelves up with a notion of J n4epen« 
dcnce upon civil government, in point ef prudence 
they ibould take heed that they do not provoke to 
•jcaloufy, that royal clemency vt^hich comives at 
fuch arrrogating claims and ufurpations. Perhtps 

it 
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it will be faid, thcfc arc vifionary hzn^ ■ for 

none are blefled with the perufal of the writings 
that propagate fuch notion^, but a few diocefan 
/clergy ; and that fome modern eptfcofal cbarges^ 
the very reverfc of their authors ^ — never refide ac 
court, but in the country. However, my lord« 
SffliAt fuch fanatical principles are publicly efpoulT* 
ed and defended, you muft expe£l to be called upon 
to give fome confident account of your condu^. 
When your lordfbip had the Holy Ghoji conferred 
upon you in ordination, did you not then Tolemn* 
ly fubfcribe the 37th article of the church, wbic|i 
runs thus. — *' The queen's majefty has the 
*^ chief power m this realm of England^ and other 
*< her dominions, unto whom the chief government 
" of all eftafes of this realm, whether they be ec- 
« clefiaftical or civil, in all caufes doth apperr 
*^ tain ; and is not, nor ought to be fu^je^ tp anjr 
««' foreign jurifdiftic^n." H^ve you not folemnly 
iubfcrlbW this article, my lord ? — ' But perha[^ 
you fu1:>rcribed^ it as an article of peace y and not oi 
faith. — Further, is it not exprefly ordained by the 

canons of our chgtch, ^" Thait whofoever (hall 

**. hereafter affirm, that the king's majefty has not 
^«" the fame authdrity iii'cailfei fecclefiafticaJi that 
^ the godly kings had attiong tHe J^wj ahd'Chrif- 
•**^'tian feinpcrors in the jpriniitive church, or /;»- 
^^ peach any fart of his ^egaf fupfhmacy^ in the faid 
*^* 'caufes reftdrcd to Bi¥ crbWni' and by the laws 
Vol. I. -" O ' « of 
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•* of this realm therein eftabllflied j let him be 
** ixcommunicaU tpfo faR^y and notreiftorcd but by 
*' the archbUhop, and after liis repentance, and 
** public revocation of thofe his wicked errors/* 
And are not all, who are confecrated for the fer- 
vices of the altar, enjoined by cs^non ^6, to fub^ 
fcribe^ " Th^t the king's majcfty, under God, is 
^' the only fuprenie governor of this realm, and 
*< of all odier his highnefs's dominions and coun« 
" tries, as well In all fpiritual or eccUfiaftical 
things or caufesy as temporal; and that no fo- 
'•* reign prince,' perfon, prelaUy Ifatc, or poted- 
/< tate, bath, or ought to have any jurifdiflion, 
<* power, fuperiority, preheminence or authority, 
*< ecclefiaftlcal or fpiritual, within his majefty's faid 
^ realms, dominions and countries." And accord- 
.^g to the 25 H. 8. c. 19, ^' the clergy of the realm 
<< of England hzyz not only acknowledged, ac* 
^< cording to the truth, that the convocations of the 
^* fame clergy is, always hath been,, and ought to 
<< beidTembled only by the king's writ ; but alfi) 
*< fubmitting themfelves to the king's majeftyi 
^^ have promifed,in verbo faardotis^ that they will 
^ never from henceforth prefume to attempt, al- 
'^ ledge, claim, or put inure, enaA, promulgc, 
<< or execute any new canons, conftitutions, or* 
*< dinances, provincial, or others ; or by wfaatfo- 
^' ever name they (ball be called in convocattofl) 
*< unlefs the king's moft royal allent and licence 
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*^ to tbem may be had, to make, promulge, and 

^' execute the fame s and^ that his majefty do^tv^ 

'^ his royal aflent and authority In that beh4f^ 

*' And whereas, divers conftitutions^ ordlnancci^ 

*' and canons^ provincial or rynodaI,'Wbic;b hfijst 

*' tofore have been enaded ; and be thqu^t lipt 

}^ only to be inuch prejudicial to the king's prtqro- 

^* gative Toyal, and rc^ujgnant to UieJilWs ao^ 

.*' ftatutes of this realm ; but alfo ofifiir^iil^opjs- 

*' rous to his bighaefi, and^ fats fubjie£t% l^^** 

. And accordingly enaAs ; ^\ Be it therefore enaA^ 

.'^ by the authority of this prefent parliament, .acr 

.** cording to the £ud fubmiffion and pcftition of 

<^ the faid clergy, that they, .lior eithet of thi^ 

^^ henceforth, (hall pnfume to attempt, ^alle^gt^ 

^^ claim, 0r put inure, ^y conftitutions, priprr 

*^ dinances provincial, or fynod^l^yor any oii^i^f;^ 

/< nons, Apr. (ball eoa^, prpmu)gf, ore^^qte 

."^^.^any (uch:Canoos^ conftitution^^ or pcdtiK^qea 

** pcoviaCMtly ]»y whatfoey^aainetu: pius^ 

\ •< may be called; iui their, cof^vo^atiops is)i Mo^ q«r 

<* ming, wtiicb 4ways fball b^ ajQemj^ 

<* Ihority of the king's writ,. ^f.'*::A^d;TjjUl,yoiMr 

ilordibip) in defiance of ads of parliaxsieat, in C9ii« 

.tempt of tjbe ^4tnon^ of .d^e.chifrcb,. and ui.idtrcA 

'.oppofition icotbofe s|(|jk:l^.ypu.I^ye fab(cribe(4, 

. fiuintaiiith^t the cjburch.is ii^epeodeDfa ofthe. im- 

.'fCrial crown of theie realms ? 

O a Youf 
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Your lordfliip^s account of the oppodtion to 
the- epifcopal church, i^, •* That ♦ men's preju* 
** dices. are frtquefntly too powerful for' their rca- 
•* foh,^ The remark in general is certainly juff* 
and I.litiinbly fubmit it to thfc judgment of therea^ 
t]er> whether it will not appear from the following 
refle'Aions, that your particular prepofterous ap- 
jplication of it to others, doth not fpeak it in fad 
the cafe of your lordfhip. Few, mj lord, aie 
prejudited in favour of difgrace, difcouragements, 
%xA unpopular notions. Had the enemies of tbe 
church any profpc6l that their oppofitbn would 
entitle them to bijhopricsy Jmnjlations^ fluraUties^ 
bind commendams ; were there TLnyJIipinds and b$* 
ftiurs annexed to their oppofition 2 or were thek 
notions the offspring of churchmanjbip and tran^ 
tfy, none at all would be furprifed that their preJU« 
dices fhould be too powerful for their reafoD. 
But when men expofe themfelves to great hard- 
Ihips and difficulties in life, to a low and penuri- 
't)us fubfiftence, when they prefer poverty and a 
good confcience to wealth and power, it is unac- 
countable it fhould be fugg^fled, that, uoder fuch 
circumflances, prejudices are too powerful for their 
reafon. Did they thirfl after univerfal hierarchyf 
and grafp at empire in ibis w^rld^ as well as lay 
cUim to the keyt aftU n€Xt\ their prejudices in fiip- 

porting 

• Clurse I. p. \u 



y CoRDiAX for Low Spiht*. 093 

poriing fuch interejied views, might prove too pow- 
erful for their reafon — -^ But when we confidei^ 
my lord, that the party m the oppofitioti aregc- 
nerally made up of confcientious illiterate folks ^ that 
wear w^^^r^ and y&»/J?//?^// completions, and do not 
court grandeur and popularity as itinch as gr^fA 
and iruthy which came by Chrijljefus j whcfe^ 
the charity, where is the confiftence'; nayi wfcfcrc 
is the prudencty which may be a moxtfimd&minta^ 
point with your lordihip, to damn them whole- 
sale as a race' of prejudiced bigots I Vf-z^ yemr lord^ 
Jhip to renounce all ecclefiaftical iaummitieat 
and honours, to refigii your ehurclft*prefennents,l 
ceafe from lording it in the fenate^ arid with an^ 
awfiil brow ad|;ufting the weighty concerns of the^ 
nation ; were you to defire to be a biihop, as it - 
is a good worky rather than covet a biihoprici 
without any of the work at all, as it is a good fat. 
tbittgy fome perhaps would then be convinced r 
that you were prejudiced ttgSLinftthclovcofmoney^ 
but none would ever fuggeft that your lord(hip>« 
in fuch a cafe, was prejudiced agatnft the force oi 
convidion. 

' Indeed, fuch a fatal brafi do worldly (lomp an^ 
greatnefs put upon men's underftandihgs, that 
our Saviour feems to reprefent it impoffible, that" 
thofe who enjoy them, fhould at the fame time b« 
fincere admirers of truth. How can they be-' 
litve, who receive honour one of another ? The^ 

O 3 emoluments 
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cmol; .lents of the church, its confecrated trea* 
Aires ^nd trinkets would have been in danger, 
clerical authoiity and power muft deafe, if Chrif- 
tianity took place; and rather than renounce thefey 
itfeelns^. like l^W ciurcb^my they would have 
Smort religion to be a bubUe, as well as the Me/" 
jb&tobc w iropofior* 

Iwoixld'jsot fupprefsany thing, dut mzy gw 
)MSpii0Vi^ to your lordfliip. Among many other 
iUfprflMng miracles recorded in .ibcced faUlory, 
OBe abnofl fir«r^if/r in its nafure, i5>-^That a 
grtat mnder df pricftsbecAme #^^&fv^## tbi^ faiths. . 
Ferkapr,. aij) litod^ you nifty riot thtak the imraale 
fo great aa X- reprefent i( %. -buc I ihall have your 
loiUfliip'a coDcurreilee when you ^on&der^ ^kal . 
they bccasie obedient witk a. view togloi^y an4 
inimortiEilityy and- m)t tot frtftM fay^ . Upon tho 
WApkv it apiptiaFS tbad when oteit em^ace do^i&d 
urtfiifiixonable iiotioAB,it is morensltural-coi Aippofe, 
that rrafeff triumphs over thetr ihtcrefts ^d iheif 
p«rj,udicefi, ilkan thiit intereft truckles to prejudice, 
and prejudice triumphs over roafon. 

In the following page your lordfhip . accounts 
for JtrBm/^ opinton codcerhing cpifcopaey } by 
cbftrving that j^/rMM entertained fbme refentmenta 
agalnft Jabn, bifliep of JimfaUmj and therefore 
treated epifcopaty with fome terms of diminu- 
tion. Might you not have faid, my Lord, with^ 
out iniiiciog the mttto:, with ao avowed cootemptf 

The 
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The good father, it feems, was out. of hutiijJur, 
and he muft nbeds ^yj\iW[\ foUmn Itis to gratl- / his 
fpleen and pajQion. As fpr my part, I take the 
hiftory of ^txcte^s errantriesy to he a lively em- 
blem of the wild romantic extravagances of the 
Fathers. Nor am I at all concerned either with 
Jerom or eptfcofacy. — — 6ut where is the confif- 
tence of deifying (he ^/i/A^i/y of ihtfathersy when 
they ft^rve a turn, and of reprefenting then> as 
perfons.of no integrity or charafler, if they hap* 
pm to be againft you ? Their authority is indifpu- 
table, if tfieir fchetnes tally with yours ; but they 
itouft be oid, pievijb^ pajfipmti^ higots, or bypocritis^ 
if on the other fide of the queftion« It put me in 
mind of the humour of country eleftions^ as run- 
ning exa£Uy parallel with this behaviour in your 
]ord(hjp. The abandoned, tools of a party are 
painted under, the Y^n^rable names of patrioUji 
while pecibn^ of greateft integrity, in different 
principles and' mterefts, are weak, corrupt, crafty» 
or defigning > or to ufe the language of Mr* Ad'* 
dtfon\ fox- hunter, which perhaps may be more a- 
greeable to your lordfhip *, *'. One is a dog, an- 
^^ other is a whelp, ^(Hher a cur^ another the 

*• fon of a bitch ;" updcr whichfeveral depomina"* 

. » ' '. ■ ■ • ■ ■ ■■ 

tions, the rural ^c^uire ^onoprehended all thofe 
who were attached to an intereft oppoUce to hit 

O 4 owni 
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own. Whethei: St. yerom has n^et wi^h g^kitulh-. 
cr fate, is very cafy to be djeteriQined^ 

What next occurs^ is^ th^t as foon as the apofr. 
ties left the world, the * " ordinary fuii£Uo0S 
^' of their apoftlcfhip devolved on the bifliops as 
*< governors of particular churches/' X an} ^adto- 
find that the bilhops in thofe eady days did pot ai:- 
rogate to themfelves all the lordly claimjB of fpiri- 
tual authority. It feems the province of thofe. 
who would be (he gov^rncfrs of tb^ umvirjiy su>d. 
who have been its plague^ I do not mean proteftaoi 
biftops, my lord, was originally to be ^oyernQr^. 
dS particular churches. But did (hey as goyeri?Qr«. 
lay claim to a monopoly of wealth and grace ?. 
Were they the only wife nun^ and was all wifdon^ 
to die With them ? No j it was to be conveyed 
down in zr\ uninterrupted fuccejjioifi io the future 
priefts of future ages, t- But wherein di^ die ^- 
jlnary funftion of ?po(!leIhip confift ? Waa it not 
in preaching the word in fcafon and out of feafon ? 
And is this devolved upon the bifliops ? I fliould^ 
have rather concluded, that they would be heirs to. 
the more extraordinary miraculous gifts of the apof- 
ths, and, to prove their title of inheritance, ihew 
by their example, that they can v^ork miracles at 
proper feafons, as it is a miracle for a — modem, 
hifhop to preach. 

IftaS 
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I (hall not examine^ at prefent, iiitb what yoiif 
Tordfiiip has advanced concerning tbie importance* 
of ftudying eccIeHaftical antiquity. That the hi«^ 
flory of the fathers is nothing more than a repre* 
fentation of a theological bear garden^ is what % 
prefume, my lord, you will readily agree to ; and 
fn return tofuch a conceflion, let It be acknowledg- 
ed, that men of leifure may fquander away their 
time decently and genteely upon them. But; 

We are now arriving at another period ; and tO' 
view " the % cpifcopal church as ef^abliflied by 
•* law, when the powers' of the Roman empire be* 
'**' cameChriftian." I take it for granted that in your 
!ord(hip*s phrafe, tHe epifcopal church and chri*^ 
fiianity Til^zys go for fynonymous expteffions. YoU 
obferve, that before Chriftianity was eftabliflie^Ji 
" § it was in an unhappy ftate of minority." But 
Vhfethcr the church when itsy?^r/ of minority ceafed> 
'd!d n6t\\)LzG>vt\t other minors^ w^en grown up to 
be their own hfiafters, diiHngui(h itfelf more by ifs 
pride and poffijjiinsj than by any more valuable* 
accomplifhments. V teave you to conflder ;.. 
whether it did not Kkewifea£l in open contempt of 
the wife and falutary inftru£liohs of its old guardh- 
ans and friends, will perhaps be none of your 
&r^^/ysintereft to determine. Bbt However un- 
happy the church's ftate of minority may appeart , 

O 5 it: 
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h muft be allowed^ my lord ^ to be mori:.. unbappf 
ftill, if fuch ttmes ihould ever happen^ wbea thcr 
name of the church ihaU be made aa- engine of 
t/ranrif 9xA Jupgrjiition ; when ita authority ihalt 
be ui^ed to opprefs honefly and confcieace ; wbea 
ftich notions are advanced^ as that God Abnigb- 
ty is only the deputy of ecdefiaftics, and can coo* 
fer grace and favour only wkh the feave of tht 
iacred prieflhood, and by the permiffion of .my 
lords the BUhops- ^ and when thofe monopolioc to 
tbemfelves the faivation of another worlds who 
are fcarce worthy to live in this* Nor can ous 
lears of fuch time be ilS grounded, if what youa 
lordfbip maintains be true, <^ that there is fcacct 
.^ honefty enough in the nation to preferve it from- 
,<< downright ruinJ ' Perficuticn was never To fata£ 
to Chriftianity, as the ckminurkti^ cbinu of high 
churchmen. Nothing has fixed a greater odiuni' 
upon reUgion,. than crafty and defigning l^igots^ 
fading the ititereft ofhiamn to thofe extravagaivt 
fooleries that ftipport tbtir ou/tin Bujt I aflc paiv 
Jon, notwithftanding all your zeal for a hierarchy 
and \terriirs^ I am far from jiidging yeurloKL- 
.&ip to be of that number* 

It is granted that there ought ta be, j; a. proper 

. maintenance for the clergy. But what will 

^yqur lordfliip judge to be proper on iiich an occa- 

fion I 

I See Charge x. p. y. % Charse z, p. i8. 



(Ton ? mu^ t|)ey hayp th^t reiw^ fof Vf^iff^^t 
Gody which waa pn^f c^ ?)^X Savioiif for Wfjl^-^w^' 
/A< (fgvilf the JUngmw pf this wor)'d» and «// /^< 
gUries thereof. Mufl^ their hire bq propontionsM 
td the work and merits or rpu/l the lazy, the 
indoleot and uoflcilfurhavp all the pay» though, 
th^JJ do qotbing to carp it ? wy]ofdy were church, 
emoluments diftributed in jufit and equitable pro*- 
portions, there y^oj^d be a handfome and libera^ 
uibfiflence for ev#ry partfh prieft in the nation*. I 
appeal to your lordfliip as to this. It is a trite ob-i^^ 
fiervation, •* that tb^ church had gelden prieftt^ 
H when it had wooden chalices ; but when religioa 
^f brought forth wealth, the daughter devonnd 
^f'tht mother" Vcf no^withftanding this, your 
lordfliip well loiows chat this unnatural monftery. 
which preys uppi;! that which gave her birth, has> 
a multitude of ripal admirers^ and is courted, if- 
aot idolized^ by die wholf body of the prieft|iood^ 
It ia true, many of that venerable herd are under 
fip^t xnrcumftancps i let them be relieved out of 
the abundance of thofe who neither want nor &->• 
Jfrve it. There is fomething very entertaining in 
Conftantine^s welUmeant folly and devotion to the- 
^ergy^ when aflembled at the council of Nice •*■ 

V GcMJ has pi:|de you priefts, and has impowere^ 
^< you to judge m^ rjghteoufly, but you are above 

V the cognizance of any human tribunal.——^ 
f^ You are as Gods to me, and no man has authoi^^ 

O 6 ?* rity 
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^ n^.tojudg^you.'* Mylocd^ I ofteki thoogH 
that csnfecratlm was one of the cb^ch*9 peoiliar 
prerogatives and ble^Itigt \ but it ftemft to be o- 
l^ierwire in thi^.inftanpe, and tmnf of the YkiAf- 
Ijribe h a ve arrogated divinity ever. fince|:.. 

The authority of the Tb^odijinn code is urged bjr 
your Iord(hip in favour of eftablifhoients, I: wilt 
not fay, with a view, to foperf^de the authority of 
the bible« It has been condemqed as idolatry % 
and-exaggerated'in;the blacheft' views, to believe 
that the will of the fon is dependent upon tbatoT 
the father ; but it is an ortbbdox principle to be- 
lieve tl^at the will of God {hould* fubmit to» and, 
be determined by human laws and:iyftems. Sup^ 
pofu)g a fubordination of [rerfons in the @odhea(( 
has been marked out as an inftanccof'accompliih*^ 
^ wickednefs and foHyj but to reprefeot the. 
€hri({ian revelation^ a$ fbbord'nate to the autho* 
lity of the churcb^ is no crime at all ; nay, the^ 
greateft of alP iuUfiaftUal^ T caiixlot fay Cbriftian^ 
virtues. And even to iipoft the father,, is leii on* 
pardonable than to deny the Supremacy cftbi clergy, 
Sut whatever, your lordihip may thinkji I mufb 
own myfelf too much an infidel^ to believe agsdnflf 
the firft- principles of Reafon« Ybur lonUhip 
wiflies that Juliaris malice towards the clergy 
had found none to imitate it out of hatred to chri- 

ftianity 

t Charge z« p. iS. « Sc0 Dr, Smlibrgkit Scrmoot oa. 



jtCosLsaAt fir Eow Sritits. 3 or 

Clanlty icfelf. Tl^en it is granted, tfait hb malice- 
was not levied, at Cbrifiianity^ but at e€tkfiaftia. 1 
ricgoice to find it allowed- diat4bere may be an en-^ 
mity againft the ill conduit of the latter, without- 
any difregard to the. former*. But perhaps, upoiik 
farther confiderarion^ your lordfhip may think, 
groper to retraA this.. 

You obferve, that ** fuch .*^ an extraordinary. fort^ 

•* offubfiftence as that, by voluntary contribu-. 

^' tions, is not alwayjs to.be expeded ; and a legal 

^ eftablifliment dotbt^j.^ftly compen(ate for the. 

*^> want of oblatiojiy when the lore of many is» 

** grown vciy cold/* But. why are not voluntarjc, 

contribiitions always to be expe^ed ?— -The cler•^ 

gy, as men^of charadbr and. education, will aln 

vray^ cti^^t reverence and efieem, if they have; 

prudence and gopd^ condud enough to,deferve iu 

t am ^lfbnmd, that the proteftant diflenting mi« 

miners heic in Bngl^nd^ receive their pay by voIuqi^ 

tfxj, contributions, i. and if. I anx ri^tLy, inflru Aed^ 

it is the (aihe with fame of the reformed proteftant^ 

abroad.,; Will, your lordfhip pretend that the 

preachers in the eftablifbment do not do as mucii 

to recommend tbe/nfdves tq their people's afFe^li* 

ons, as thofe to theirs ? are not thofe who frequent 

places of eftabliihed worfl^ipimuch more confideraif 

b}^. in numbers, than thofe who attend feparate 

€909^ 

•Charge x^ p» 19,. 



. > ■ 



, toi ^ Cordial yor Low SpiajTi. 1 

eongrcgitions? if fo, thenihediflentingclergy muft 
Ije men of fuperior wotih, or the diflehters in 
general mud be perfons of a more beneficent dil*- 
pofiiion than thofe who fubmit to cflablifiied rites 

and Impositions. 1 cannot admit of ci:her j 

however, I will not difpuie this point with your 
tbrdditp. 

Ipthelpvc of majty ^mift etptfw^fi'aa pi* 
mi.T^feiif'A ii^gotTy. Sana ipJriii^jll^^ are 
rtMiaityj^WtE^t/^rith cKeit and [njporumtu'l'— j^--, 
Hp'wtuwer.'if fo, tliat tj)«ir Tpve is grow verl 




4o die dergy Svt upoa Hkclgiit^Ai/ itM^m^^H- 
ifiR of tWpeople,'withoiit»n7^lft]liyTiirifeAJi' 
detof their futfOion? 'batfirmm^'injiMi' tiiiflf 
lleen generally produftwe of "TufciHe ' eBHSJ^ 
IMMGfJf. rmcatTf ■ ^tai ciij^,Jutl: HSU fti 'V^ 
i^iS/ibfi Qiiii., Tfilhtnit anyi^'of *MA^>' (^ 
•DOgr'ofreafbn, miy ptopigwtt'Bili^l^'S^iiSt 
<rortB6urattriiti6ii. - V,- --'.T"1 -.-• ,. 

' In 'the next paragraph it fellowi, ** tbttdbk-' 
t' tJLIlhinemsd6tiotcotivert^iiti^mtoetfii,'1fHt 
*< giw alasaiDit to di^ 'wfii1j% w«'ti£fbrr; uA 
* ftUI cont[nuea imne and -hearenljr." ^TKat t>> 
^ughprieftf are above Iwtiig engaged in v^ thing 
:-• .■ ■ . . ^ ■ ■ ■-■ - .,(uij 
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that bearfr th^ paQije of a fecular employment, yet 
to {hew the world ,their humility ^ they condefceiKi 
to accept the higheft fecular dignities andhonoursl 
But is every thingdivtne and heavenly y in the efta<» 
bliQied conftitution ? all the claims of the hierar* 
chy ^vine smd. Beavenly^ my lord ? thofe branches 
of fpiritual dominion which are an oppref&on upoii* 
mankind, and a reproach to Chrlftianity, Jivini 
and heavenly in their nature ?^ have you not ex- 
prefly declared, that there are fome lefler deficU 
encies in the government of the church, and arc* 
tbefe divine and heavenly too ? ■ ■ They are leg^ 
privileges.— ^True, fo was once the z& de bantii^ 
c$mburend^' *, and no doubt would be counted fa 
ftill, bad not the wtfckxm of the legiflature, to ref- 
train prieftly vengeance and executions^ thought 
proper to repeal it* 

But I rofift beg leave te^ expoftulat? with yoi^i 
lordQiip on another fubjed. What connexion 
between virtue .and eflabli/hments, my lord ? 
do eftablifhments, mevely becaufe they are fo, de« 
mand our reverence and efteem ? it is to be hoped 
then, your lordfliip will exert your influence, that 
yrtm3Ly)^tHfi$ftabUfiedG9ds2L% well ^ aq eJtalUIhed 
religion ; and that we may blefled with tUttma} 
divinities^ as well as national chttrcheSy and let all 
thofe who expcdt ^y church-promotions, fwear 

(dlegianci^ 

* The a^ iaxburnlt^ bmticti 
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allegiance^ if not to the iing^ yet tt letft to tBe 
Ctfir of tlieir country. However romtntic toiiffi* 
deb this fcheme may appear, however unfriend^ 
CjT to Chrifiiinity, it will be for the good of the 
church, increafc its weahh and power, and the 
loweft rank of ecclefladical ofBcers, who are how 
no more than the privy ceunfellors of heaven^ will 
theh be privileged to tnak'ej as well as fetferth 
{{range G ods. If eflablifhmentff are fuch glorious 
things, why are not good -nature, focial virtue, and 
ftee enquiry into truth, eftablifhed by parlislmen* 
tary power? without thislet none arrogatetotKem- 
ifelves the names of eftabliQiments of reiip^n /— 
If our eilabli&ment.CQmijrehends adP this, *whj fo 
many whores and cut-throats, C6 many ignorant 
bigots, knaves, and perfecutors in our church and 
communion ? why fo many Tjhurn feints and ctn^ 
feffersy that die in the faith of our church ? I'leave 
you to account for this, and fliould rejoice to find 
that eftabliibmentshave a grefater tendency to pro- 
pagate virtue, than to debauch men's morals and 
underftandings; and to promote gride» avarice and 
fadion* 

Your lordfbift obferves, that the ^ << Roman 
^ emperors were invefted with power of govern- 
^ ing the church as well as the ftate." What» 
ID/ Iof^> ^ governors of churches i and yet 



the- 
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the churcboo a kvelv^tbthi^iiviixonftifmhniu 
Jelfy to whofe government (he fubmks I: li the Ra»^ 
man empeiors were invefted with a power 06 
church government, how comes this to be now^ 
peculiarly appr4priaud to priefts and bi(bops ? Sut^ 
I iland corre£tid^ my Lord* Tfa^ were only iiwi 
vefted with an ufitrped power of governing the> 
church, \iiic fali uncoHtrculable right of govern* 
Qient iies.in theclengy^ 

It is worth remarking, that ihfifting on the* 

i^jghts of c.onfcience,. feepis to give great umbrage- 

^odoff^ncf to your lordfbip. Tl)e divine rigbe 

qfj church-Lwids rMd ^fc^acyi of| tithes and' 

oftriftRs, I pjtciUiw. ja^v^c give aoyjtipbrage.at? 

a]L Bjut t,o Mrge the rights of confcience in your* 

Ffafafcs ^\h invidicus" I flidu)d not have been furi 

prized.tofind one th^ ka^firanger to the laws oC^ 

confcfenoe himfelf, rspfefent all regard for its) 

d4date8 in - Cithers, : as ^mere tnthufiafiAy rast.and» 

foUy. B4it to. find & slmrtb'.rf Engkni^ divine,* a.i 

dignitary ia.thc Aburcb^ decrying. rfiff/Scvmr^ witb* 

fo much coatepipty and mth k fiUmn-Jneir paints 

out thofe who are influenced by it> as * ^* high,prC)n^^ 

*^ lenders to ^ritual Kberty^-f^mufl be s^paaa^t 

dox to all that are not as well initiated in thoife^/ifi^! 

myfteriii as your lordjhip^ Speak out, my lord.. 

1>U the world that confcience is only a. 

trick: 

* Qhtf^« I. p. \ih 
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irici of priifts'j an icclejkflical fiH-baU^ to be 
tofled about jufl as it fixvti tbi times. Gencropfly 
declare, that it isiwuidious to urge confcienceagainil 
'■^fome thoufanJs a year, that whatever ftrikes at 
church- tyranny is invidUut^ or whatever weakens, 
the foundations of all . illegal and arbitoary en- 
croachments upon the rights of foankind. 

The.aext obfgrvatioh carries along with it^ fome* 
thing very extraordinary in its- nature* As ta 
^ the reformation of the idolatrous yiw$^ or the 
^ abolifhing of paganifm, and eftabliihment of 
M (^krjftianity^ and tbeecclefiafiical coAfthutioUt 
*f by dter^peaivti Jmifo luid GhriiUan Princesti 
^^ infi^ xYa^t- affume^fuprimaey was an ufw^^ 
*^ //V»*onnidn'8 natural rights.'^ That ij, accord* 
ing to your lordfhip, the Jewifl) reformers^ and. 
Chriftian princes, were accomplifhed viUains. But^, 
my lord, were not the yituis under a fiateof the« 
ocracy I Was not God bimfelf the immediate ru- 
ler and governor of that people ? If idplatry was 
feverely puniihed amongft them ; when Bdltble 
men are on a level with the Deity, as to know- 
^^^i^) wifdom, and goodnefs, then, and not be- 
fore, }et them go and do likewife«--«>I ihall tbere- 
f«re confine myfelf to ' an examination of the ac- 
count you have given as to Cbriflian princes. Were 
they' in fa£t guilty of u/urpag men's natural 



rights i 
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fights ? Did they perfecuU and pun\J^ all who 
could not fall in with theecclefiaftical conftitution ? 
Did they curfe and excomunlcate thofe who dif* 
claimed 2\\ prctenfions to iDfallibility ? Did they in« 
flidt pecuniary mul£fs^^ ajnd , encourage oppreflive. , 
laws ? I no , longer wonder that your.lordflijp: is ; 
infpired with fuch a warm zeal for cftablifliments* * 
And are the high flown prctenfions of the hieraxn- 
chy, in being on a level with the civil conjtituiiony • 
founded u^on fraud and ufurpathnf Your church-* 
dignities ^nd revenues nothing but 2inu/urpatifmi 
upon the r rghts- and propejrtiies of fubjedb ^ Is yout ) 
payy (for your prayers are an Uioknowxi hleffiog^i ; 
znejlablijhed ufuirpation^ and eJkihUJhmnts m gcn©» ^ 
rat, the offspring of craft an^ddelufioa? Truth ^ 
win out, my lord. But I (hould have been better 
pleafed with tbis: from an infidel o.r 9 fanatick^ft 
pen than from youi lordfhip's. 

I have nothing to objefl to tbis hocied account , 
given of eftabllflimeats* But, my lord, vmiSi wo- 
place in the fame view all our church- reformers t 
Were this true, a religion fupported by fuck iniqui-^; 
ious meafur^s may Juftly complain of danger ! Hail : 
ye glorious reformers oif n^anlcind, from idolatries ' 
and fuperflition, frotp a fpirit of bondage and 
darknefs, ye heaven^ born patriarchs of- liberty^ 
awake your venerable alhes, and hear yourfelves. 
branded with the character of ufurpers I Behold 
your Oi^n^cs proftituted to give fandlion to the 

bigotrj^ 
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bigotry of weak rulers^ that have been firft de- 
luded, and theA deftfoyed by imperious wickid ec* 
cliftajlics ! .. , 

' But it feems though the refortning princes were 
guilty of an ufurpation on men's natural rights in 
fettling cftablilhoai.eot8, yet • ** their fubjefls, 
•* notwitbftanding ainy pretended fcnipUs and rights. 
•• tf confciencey were obliged to comply with thofc 
^^ eftablifhed reformations, when they were not 
^^ fmful in themfelves, nor contrary to the laws 
•* of God.'** Then it feems, my lord, ufurpntt%ns 
of natural rights, are* neither^vjTf^/ in themielves, 
nor repugnant to divine precepts. The church 
changes the nature of things, converts villany into 
holy zealf zni uncbrijiian ujurpattons are made the 
bulwarks of the Chrijiian religion. But admitting 
ufijrpations of men's rights, to be as innocent as 
you apprehend themf' (though I am fatisfied you 
witt not allow any ufurpations on your brdflnp*s or 
the church's rights to be of that number) who is to 
judge whether they are to be fubmitted to t have 
werecourfe to any infallible judicature, or is every 
man to judge for htmfelf?«-^ — ^It ftems, not the 
latter ; for notwithdanding *^ any fcruples and 
^^« pretended rights of conscience, men are 
*^' obliged to comply with fuch eftablifhments and 
^^ reformations.'* It is allowed, thofe who fall 

in 

^ Cfaarfe I. £.11. 



A Cordial for Low Spinits. 3^9 

In with yopr lord(hi'p*8 Arheme, would pretend 
no fcrupUs^ ol: urge "no right of confiiincitoYSxi* 
der their falling in with fairffiil ifjlabtijhments atid 
reformations. Bat what if a weak man of fntegri- 
ty cannotfatisfy bimfelfinproftitutinghts confcience 
to the author^ of^. the church ? if he is opprefled 
with any doubts which way to chufe inftead of 
making raihonal inquiries into things^ has he no* 
thing to. da bpt follow the advice of a reverend ca^ 
fuijtj whiJiU ^nd foig^ whilft thek fits of the de^il 
are upon him i or doth the ftrength and glory of 
the church confifl in large numbers of haehief 
cmjciences aniongft us, that are to be ktt to the 
iejl bidder ? . . ' : 

It is troc, my lord, " the * royal fupremacy 

.V has been fre<]uently recognized by the legifla^- 

^y ture, and accordingly (Worn to by liege fub- 

«* jcds^" and by the clergy to9y «« on all prep'ef 

^< occafpons >'';rtbougb with what congruity, youf 

Jordfiitp CM beft tell, if the church be «» a k^t 

with the fivil confiitutien iifelf and independent efit. 

Perhaps they put the fame conftruAion upon oathi 

^ others do upon their prayers^- and imagine few 

will take them to be in earneft. I do not regtrefetit 

4^ as the cafe, of all ^he fons of the churcit 9^1 

as to tho(e who fwear to iht/upresndey <d\ t\m 

^own^ and yet maintain that the church is on ^ 

level 

» 

a 
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kvilwhb tht civil €mfiituti$n\ I publicly call 
. upon and . challenge your lord(bip to give a more 
' favourable account of their conduA. 

The queftion» with relation to unifbrmity of 

worfliip, is not whether we are obliged to '^ fub«> 

: mit to the royal fupremacy, : and |he lawt of the 

land, in all matters that are not repugnant to the 

. laws of God ; but whetherwe muft cowardly Tub** 

mit to the authority of cburdimen, when repug* 

nant to the royal fupremacy, the laws of God, 

and the laws of the land all together ? whether we 

are in duty bound to bnv down and .wmrjbip our 

rfyvireign hrds the cUrgy ^— ^Whether the mrdif 

God, or catholic antiquity is to be the rule of our 

.latth and tonda£t? whether therie can be any 

. lawful authority^ any authority derived from the 

. Niw Tiftainent^ or the reafin ofthingt^ to impofe 

•'things that are in their own nature confeffidly inSf* 

tferentj as neceffaryxnd effhttial tttm% of Chriftian 

communion? has the church any^ight to #jr* 

,€ludi thofe from its ordinances whom God will at 

^\zS^ admit to his kingdom? whatever fe£k pre- 

vtends to this, let it be called a party^cluby a cdhhaUhgy 

. intriguing^ fptritual fa^iiMy but let it not be called 

:the church of Chrift, which is as oppofitt to it, 

Ught is to darknefs* 

In 
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In the folJbwing pages, your loridfliip expatiates 
cn the cxceilcncy of 'the litbi'^yahd gbvcrnmcnt 
of our church. But are there no blemtjhes ih 
either ? 'would it not have*b^6h ge'Acrbus^to have 




jcuf-e^ unihteuigibk notions of bungling creed- ma- 
kers i and allow the'b'ible 'cxclufive of all prieftfy 

'appendages znd fupplmehfal decoratUmy to 'be a 

'perfect rule ,of our faith and mannef-s? indeed, 
ybiJr lordfhip has hinted that ^tfuperior authorih 
of God, is .rather to '^c' obeyed than that of.ttitn. 
That is, I prefurtie, if It happens to coincide with 
the authoiity of the church. But, hiy tej-d, fu^h 
hints m point of prudeme^ ought to be cautiouily 
given. In the language ' of bur church, they afe 
of dahgefous cohfcquencfc 5 Aitd have ted men tt> 

**r/^^/if^ into the truth. 

I muft not pafs' by what your lordfliip ^flerts *, 

"^^ that the rights of confcicncc do bynoih^aits 
** interfere cither with the eftablifljmchtof an c<i- 
«• clefiaftical conftitution in general or with Die 
« prefeht cftabliflirtitnt o'f the eAutthkX'Eiigmd 
•«' in ^iriWular." twill not ibaiie^jwrA^^ 

-with abfurdity and contradifticW. 'IfSjI/ktyili^ 

"more polite and fafluonable t!crm. Pemiitmc 

* CiMffe X. p. 37* 
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^hcn to obferve, that it is a myjlery with a venge^ 
unciy how to reconcile this, with what you advan- 
ced elfewhere, f that ^' m fad; the aflumed Siipre- 
.*< m^cy of Chriftian powers was an ufurpation on 
^< mens natural rights." Holy, infallible and 
.omnipotent mother 1 by tirtue ()f tby authority, 
the reformed religion is. damned, as an ufurpadon 
of natural rights $' and by virtue of the fame, lo 
ferve a different turn, no eftabli(hments whatfin 
ever clafh with the rights of confcience, whether 
it be the eftabli/bment of the alcoran, of an in- 
quifttion, of the church of £;^//7ff^, of Scotland 
or Geneva ! ^* If men are perfwaded that what ig 
'<« 0ftablijhed\% Mn\'A^i\X\ they mv&patientfyfyffer.*' 
By parity of reafon, if men of importance utter 
inconGftencies, others muft patiently fubmit to 
hear them. But, my Lord, as you are a fkiilful 
^cafuift,— — I would barefolved in this ; yob liad 
patience enough to bear theperfecutionsof tfae/)<- 
yilj and as fome;have thought, w^ryf ^all Devils, 
the dcvij of a wife. — But as I cannot embrace thai 
notion I would be informed, would his patience 
bs^ve maintained ground againft the perfecutioqsAf 
* iionfenfe ? Is not his exjpoftulatory addrefs to bis 
(friends juflly^ appUcable to all the patrons of /«&• 
t^ccenfdencej of a cruel oppr^ffive fpirit ? fTiU 
:ytfieak fu;icifMy for Godf UCiUyou.^ talk deceit- 
rfuttyfcr him ? If men muft patiently fuiSer un- 
der eflablifhments which they are perfuaded to be 

ombufiil, 
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'unlawful, how will your lordfliip, upon this foot* 
ing, vindicate the conduft of our firft reformers 
from popery, who inflead of patiently fuffering^ 
thought it their duty to hazard their lives and 
fortunes for the efFe£luaI accomplishment of a 
reformation ? I have been puzzling myfelf with 
AriJlotU^ ScotiiSj and Aquinas ^ in hopes of ham* 
hiering out fome Diftin<9:ion that might, in thi| 
cafe, have ferved for an evajton ; but all without 
fuccefs^ and therefore muft kavc it to your lord- 
fliip. 

It is agreed, that when ttiofewhodiflent from us^ 
are legally indulged a liberty of confcience*, 
** they ought to thank God for it;" and I add, not 
the Clergy. But what difturbance can it give the 
public, for men to propofe their, fentiments with 
freedom and honefty, and to attack craft, kna- 
very, and fuperflitioh ? 

It gives me a feniible pleafure, to find It allowed^ 
' ** that f fecular authority J and advantageous places^ 
^* are not things ejfential to Religion." But I 
fwppofc, my Lord, you mean no more tfhan that 
they arc not effentitd to it on both fides of the ^cKi- ' 
ftion. As we have a right to differ from all man- 
kind, but none have a right to differ from us ; fo 
are not church-wealth and power, things ejfential 
to religion amongft us, though they bear no man- 
ner 

Vot. I. P 
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nerof connection with it in other communities and 
churches ? — The reader will obferve, what your 
lordfliip has afTertcd ^, that the fate of tithes 
and Chriftianity arc immediately connefred ! that 
is, to render your lordfhip confident, though //Y-i^i 
are noujfential to chrilftianity, yet chriftianity muft 
yZz// without thera. hchrijlianlty without titha 
woiJd no more relifh with the facred priejihood^ 
thsLTi z/ermon without party- heaty and uncharitable 
language J low and unmannerly inve£iive. But fup- 
pofing it fad, that worldly greatncfs is not efltn- 
tial to religion ; Bijhops^ my lord, mu* be 
brought down on a level with other men^ and with- 
out any danger to the church, chrijliardty may 
be rcfcued irom the fcgndalous ahufe of one of its 
moft folemn inftitutions. — But it is obferved, 
that *' the rights of kings and the legiflature, 
** arc a juft ballance to the fuppofed rights of 
•* confcience of private fubje£ls j" a notable de- 
fence of all the craft, villanies, and inquifitorial 
vengeance of Romijh priefts and prelates ! 

The rights of confcience, as to private fubjeAs, 
ztt fuppofed rights^ \h2X Is pretended rights j without 
any foundation to fupport the claim, or in other 
words, none have a right to think, who do not 
think, I will not fay according to the dircdtion o. 
the legiflature ; but according to the diredion Of 
my lords the bifhops. But it is further allcdged, 
*^ that when rightly explained^ the rights of the 

*< legiflature 

* Charfj** X. p. .42, 
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^^ legiflature and private fubjefts, do not interfere 
'' with one another." If fo, when one was fixed 
on " as a juft ballance to the other," of confe- 
quence you have not rightly explained them. But 
1 dcfift, left it {hould be judged fcan. magn. to 
difpute the unerringnefs of your lordfliip's judg- 
ment. 

It is urged, " that in the * circumftances of di- 
vine worfliip, and all indifferent matters, the <?w- 
thority of the legiflature. ought furely to prevail 
OS tx private opinions". Whatif j&r/r/?/^ opinions are 
agreeable to reafon and divine revelation^ ought 
authority to prevail over truthy and tyranny over 
confcience ? ——By circumftances of worfliip and 
indifferent matters, it is prefumed you underfland, 
things not effential to our future happinefs. I muft 
once more call upon you, my lord, to vindicate, 
upon this footing, the juftice and equitablenefs 
of our jreformation from popery. No men of 
candour will affert an impoflibility of falvation in 
the i^«^/^ church and communion. How then, 
according to your reafon ing, can you account for 
renouncing the catholic faith ? but with whom 
ought authority to prevail over private opinions f^ 
not with honeft men, and give me leave to add, I 
hope without offence, not with your lord/hip. 
With perfons of integrity and judgment, no au^ 

r 2 thority 

^ Charge x. p» 29. 
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tib#ri/jf will have any weighty but that of reafim 
Jtuthority bas been urged with equal zeal on very 
i(iff(6reiit oicca£ion9» Authmty for Arian'tfin^ at 
Ar^ngmiibffrity again/t it. And muft our prittci* 

pies xhimgi an authority changes fides i then we no 
longer woiibip God, but the times.r — We have 
the authority of fathers againft fathers^ C9undh 
againft councils^ and ^(^^/^j againft hijbapt. Au- 
thority has often confecratedtrtov^ nur/edignotzncf^y 
ftnd fupprejffed truth, Atahority bas made (y- 
rtfff/x, authority has made Jlaves^ ^^uthority has 
made hypocrites j authority has made creeds^ chur-^ 
tbes^ and G^i} but mere ^nr/A^/fyhasfeldofii 
propagated vfrtue^ or /rt/^ religon. Is the legHIature 
infallible, that we fhould make it our ftandard) 
and fubmit our judgments to its dire<9ion ? no^ 
that is the fole prerogative^ fiot of unhallowed 
hies, but of the church and bilhops .' why thea 
muft we recognize j^iri//V and eJiahHJhei opini- 
ons? it cannot be always ottt of deference to 
truth. I prefume then, my lord, ft muft be fcft 
the fame reafon, as a late emimnt divine was indu- 
ced CO ferve God towards the eaft-: heth«t will 
be a rijing marij let him worfliip the tijlng fun% 
The defign of civil laws is not to fettle orthodoxy^ 
but to puni(h imniorailities, that bear an ill afpeA 
on the welfare of a nation. Neither virtue nor 
knowledge are the offspring of conftraint and 

power« Were it fo, my lord, tj^itm officers 

would 
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would be as great benera<9x>rs to mankind, as the* 
C4mfecratf^rs of Chriftians and churches. But it is 
to be feared, that though crouds attend both in the % 
execution of their refpediive offices ; yet neithef 
the dignity of charaSiers^ nor the folemniiy of their 
fundiion, would transfufe knowledge or virtue in*^ 
to the minds of fpedlators. 

Yourlordfhip apprehends*, that *' the force 
^' of religion is weakened by independent fchemes 
^* and endlefs divifions." That is, the liberty of 
private judgment, which will unavoidably produce^, 
what you call, independent fchemes and endlefs 
divifions, weakens the force of religion. What 
an odium doth this caft on the reftnrmation ? upon 
that glorious and memorable ^rj ofBritiJh liherty^ 
the revolution ? and upon the illuftrious profeftant 
family on the throne ^ all which have confirmed 
our right of judging for ourfelves, of being led bjr 
reafoHj and not by priefts ; and therefore, accord- 
ing to your lordlhip^ have been acceflary toward 
weakening the force of religion ? and what fol* 
lows, if men arc not allowed to think for them- 
felves in matters of faith and religion, tyranny 
and ignorance will be reprefented as the parents of 
virtue, and an ufurping priefthood become the only 
proper objeft of fuch a devotion ! my lord, yoa 
may write ten thoufand charges againft popery^ 

P 3 declaim' 

• Charge I, p, 30. 
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claim againft its errors and corruptions, and parti- 
cularly againft * rival bijhopi^ that efcapc with im- 
punity, and yet be far from doing any real fervice 
to the proteftant caufe, whilft thefe notions are fo 
warmly advanced, and I Azxtidiyjificerely too^ that 
flrike at the very fundamentals of the reformation !* 
But, in point of prudence^ to ufe your lord (hip's 
own words, whatever your fentiments may be, 
you ought, as the times go, to have fuppreffcd 
this. 

It is not likely, that the wife author of nature, 
ever intended that . men (hould think alike in all 
fpeculative matters, otherwife he might have put 
all truth on a level with the meanejl underfland- 
ings ; or given all mankind equal capacities for 
judging. Indeed, uniformity in religious princi- 
ples is not only not to be expelled \ but not to be 
wijhedfor^ under the prefent circumftanccs of our 
nature. Variety of opinions animate men with 
rcfolution in making free and vigorous re-fearchcs 
into things \ they improve knowledge, and cherijh 
inftruilion. Befides, as in government one par- 
ty is a check upon another, and a warm oppofition 
to the meafures of thofc who are of the greateft 
weight and influence in the fen ate, necejjltates them 
to maintain z prudent jealoufy ovtv them.felves, left 
they countenance any tranfaitions that m?iy ju /lift 

• See charge igainft popery, n, 5^, 
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the oppofition thai is forming againfl; them ; ami 
awaken the rcfcatments of a free people. Were 
it not for fuch happy Orugales, no nation wouM 
, be fafe from heincrfwal/ozved up by xh^arbitparlnefi^ 
avarice^ or ambition of men of corrupt difpofi- 
tion. So is it the fame as to our religious difputes 
a id conteHs.. Were it not owing to thefe, would 
not creeds and ejlablijhments foon triumph over 
fenfe^ honejly, and confciena? the only religion 
infajhton^ would be on the one fide, to confecraU 
tyranny, and on the other to worjhip bondage. 
W here/ree thinking has been baniflied from a coun- 
try, 2Si^ ejlahlijhedjlandards of orthodoxy fettled 
in its room, mimicry has always pafled for virtut^ 
and ridiculous grrantry for divine grace. Nay^ 
often it has been counted equally enthufiajlic^ to de- 
cty forms of godlinefs^ and forms of prayer^ and 
puppet-Jhew ctevotions have atoned for the want of 
rational worjhip and obedience* But it fecms, Ac- 
cording to your lordfhip, to explode priejlcraft and 
fuperjiitiony is to weaken x^t- force of religion. 
\i differences m fentiments and opinions are. fo in- 
jurious to Chriftianity, is it not a high refie£lioit 
upon the fupreme being, that he has treated man^^ 
kind with different intelleduals, features, capa-*^ 
cities and endowments ? is it not a high refle^iiotr 
on the wifdom and goodnefs of the deity, that we 
have an agreeable variety of cattle in our flocks^ 
df herbs in our fields, and flowers in our gsir- 

P4 dcnsi 
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den« ? my loi^y if your obfervation hoMs gdod^ 
Ibefe miift te hmxxf fiUcifms in mturt. As foe 
my, own pskit, I thiflk U^ kindfy of my miaker, to 
cpuntenaiicQ fucb txtravagant imaginacioas. But 
ft is neither my prcvifK^ aoi indinaticm to make' 
€rnds for your lordfliip» 

I (ballmit enter upon the enquiry,, whether the 
cpiicopal- part of our conftitution (I pvefame yon. 
mean dioicefan epifcopacy, my lord) be ^^ aj an- 
'* dentaaChrifiiaoUyitfelf inthii iflandt^Ibave 
Ibmetimet met with perfons who rabiedthemfebci. 
upon the cbarader ef ^rtboibic cbmrxbmtm^ aa •«• 
th9d$x perhaps, ^as yoor brdfinp^ that have aflertb* 
cd our botk tfcmmmnprajir to be of mtich great- 
er antiquity than the bible ; and I make no que^ 
fljon, but they paid it a greater rererence and e&. 
teem. But, mj lord, as it cannot give any digoi-' 
ty to the chara^iT $f the dnul^ that he was %., 
murderer from the beginmng^ fo any pleas of. anti- 
quity, admitting them to be fail, cannot^'&^/^er« 
ror, tyranny, and ufurpation^T^I therefore pafi. 
by your remarks on tbe conftitution of the pri* 
mitive church, which you have aflferted without the 
expence of any proof, (jnce probably they may be 
as firmly believed when urged by your lordfliip, 
fonfidering your '* diftin^ui/l^n^^bttra^^r^** with- 
out any prpof s^t all. 



^ The Ti^i^ii code il'refenit#tOy as mmi^ 
tbority to fliew that ^^ the atideit Cibriftiaim be- 
^^ lieved tbat a public contempt of the Chriftitn* 
**' religion was ptniifiiaUe by buman laws/*" 
Did Cbrii^ atid his apoilles believe fa, my lord I" 
did they teach fuch doflrines to tbetr fetlbweiv 
and difcipies, or praftife accordirtgly tbemfelves f 
why did not the author of our hdly faith exerts 
bis miraculous power, command the fword, fa- 
mine, or peflilence^ to rage over the uiriverfe,* 
and deftroy all tfaofe who would fiotfubmit Co his' 
authority, or difputed bis miffion*? why^ did he 
not depopulate the earth < for the honour of the* 
God of heaven ? why did he not ptmtfh thofe^ 
yewtjb htgh-cHurchnun that blafphemed his reli-' . 
gion,. by attributing the miracles be wrought tt^* 
the power: of devils ? why did he notcountenantev 
btsdifctples, when they would have Ciilled dowo^ 
fire ftom heaven to eonfume the heretical Samth^ 
rhans t Nay, why, my lord,- did he not ered ftar* • 
chambers and bigh-*commt£5on cowts, eftablifbi 
laws for pecuniary fines and imprifonments, af- 
femblefynods and convocations, excommunicate: 
and coafign over all thofeto the mercy of ecclefi* 
aftics and the devil, who bad honefty enough to* 
examine into things ; and refelution enough to ' 
pmbliQi the'refult of dseir enquiries^' ■ B ut I will i 

P S p.rcft 
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prefs this no farther*-— -It is enongh, that he wa» 
not advifed. by your lord(hip.-r— -I know it has. 
been urged, that projectors feldooi accomplifli their 
▼iewsy but pofterity reaps the fweet fruits of thelc 
labours, fiutf my lord, you will not approve of 
any refleCUons fo injurious to the charaAer of the 
wift and hmvfiUnt author of the Cbriflian religion*. 
• The next remark I ihall offer, relates to what 
you obferve *, that nonconformifts <' profefs a: 
** y2>i7« of the Chriftian religion." I agree, that 
in point of prudincevf tou^i to reverence modcratCL 
'conformity to the humours of the church and wo* 
men. But is there nothing but ^form of religion, 
amongft thofe who think otherwife, my lord ?: 
do honefty and virtue degenerate into w/r^y2^r/w, 
vnlefs they arc confecrated by eftabliihmcnts ?; 
are love to the Deity, and bene^volence to our 
ellow-creatures of no value unlefs they have the 
ftamp of church orthodo^^y upon them ? will you. 
fuggeft that there are no friends to piety and to 
iQankind among difienters ? in point of prudence 
conceal fuch fentiments, my lord ! 

The bifhopof London^ codcx.is reco*mmended to 
your clergy t» " to whom the church of England, 
*^- 191 extremely obliged, a$ onotberimportantocca- 
«*; fionsyfoparticMlatly for that eminent fervice done. 
<<« by him in his moft elaborate work^ the code 

« of 
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** of the £«;^/(^ecclcfiaft ical law; together witbhis' 
very judicious imrodudory difcourfe concern-* 
ing the prefcnt flate of the* power, dlfcipline, 
and laws of the church of England ; ■ a' 
** work which muft be ever confidered as a ftati- 
** dard by all competent judges.'* How far I 
might chime with you in your notions, were I aa 
w^ll paid for defending them as your lord(hip> I 
cannot tell: Bat I muft exprcfs riiy ownf€ntiments^ 
frankly, perhaps you wUl urge I have no tnUreft in 
view, and thercfo e — can bq no competent judge 
of the matter. This celebrated ftandard has been 
juftly deemed an hfuit upon the laws of the na* 
tion, and if it efcapes the notice of thp legijlaturej 
it muftbe,becaufcitis toa contemptihU to deferveit;. 
I expe<lt this remark wiil procure many ecclefiafli*. 
cal anaihema*s ;. but afllirc yourfelf, my lord, I 
lay no greater ftrcfs upon sk pope's cHrfey thao I do 
upon a bijhofs bleffing. But allowing this fpirituaj 
attoyneyy all the merit afcribed to him by your 
lord(hip,T— yet is not the Chriftian church in ge- 
, neral obliged to him, as well as the church ofEng" 
land ? or has he done no further fervice to Cliri- 
ftianity, than in' conftituting church-laws, and re- 

prefentingchurch-power as independent and bound- 
lefs. — My -lord, I have a greater veneration for 
our church, than to confider fuch exorbitant 
claims as calculated^ to give it any real dignity,. 

P 6 hovfcver 
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, boweyer they majr aggrandise its authority. Butr 
at there is ^^. Icaite bonefly enough in the nation, 
*' according to your lord(hlp, to fave it from. 
^* downright ruih,^ no wonder there (hould be a 
ftt of men that are zealous in betraying virtue, 
lis well "as * virtue's friends, and all under 
the fpecious pretence of ading for the g§9d$fth 
d>urch* 

It is allowed* the ecdefiafticial conftitutton has 
<* fomelefier deficiencies, and if theprefent age 
*f were fuitable to fo great a work as that of a. 
*f review^ carried on by menof tempesr and can^ 
^ dour, without prejudices and refentment, ie- 
^ Inight be brought to the higheft perfedion oa 
^^ the pre^t foundation, that the nature of the- 
^ thing is capableof J.'* I muft beg leave to ex*- 
l^ulate here with your lotdihip. Is not our na« 
tional eftablifhment dirivii from the frimttive^ 
tfmrtk, P- 3^^» «»<* 1^ fubjca to Uffir deficunda I 
if fo, why are we required to pay fuchan abfolutO: 
reverence to its dilates and authority ? - or is. 
that now become a human conftitution, which in. 
p. r9, was diwit andhiavinfyfr but perhaps it wiU* 
be urged, that it is both pirfiffly human^ and perm 
fiafy dhinij like the chimerical exifience fet forth., 
in a fpurious celebrat^dcreed; though like that too^ 

it< 

^ See the rctfont of tli« oppofi^oato. Pr. |tirw/i^,coiifidered, 
t 1 duuif* .p« 1^ 
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it is — neither made nor begotten in the reafon of 
things, but proceeding from foolifh inventions*. 
Why is not the prefcnt age fuitable to fo great a 
work as that ef a review ? have we no men of. 
candour and temper amongft us ! may I be al« 
lowed to a(k, without any imputation of flattery,, 
what muft the world conclude of your lord/hip ? 
what account can be given of the verier ahU bench^, 
and the whole body of the priefthood?^ all hypo- 
crites and bigots*— ^No, my lord, we have per-- 
fons of the greateft worth and learning that adorn 
our church,, and do honour to the nation ; meti^ 
that are not afraid of efpoufin^ the principles of. 
liberty^ nor i^amed of being hone/i. But, perhaps 
you will urge thatthefe are the very men that bring 
the church into danger^ 

But however mean an opinion your lordfhip . 
may form of eficlefiaftics, muft the fatty be brand- 
ed with the fame marks of ignominy and fcandal? ' 
(hall a Brttijh houfa of<ommons be arraigned as con*. 

ftituted of perfons of, no honour or integrity^ as 

tyrants, , flaves, . or villains ? — --^Bot I afk pardon, 
it is the church's diftingmjbiug chara^er^ to be not\ 
only exempt from^ but above all lay-power, and 
jurifdiftion* I appeal to yourfelf as to this, and 
humbly propofc whether being refufed the liberty, 
to confirm in a certain regal peculiar^ in the county 
d Salop y did not gwt greats I will not hyjuftof^ 
ffnce to your lordifbip i but I wave this, to make- 

way 
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way for a fubjefl more agreeable to yoi;r lord- 
fhip's tafte, — the parochial rights of tithes and 
glebe lands. It is obfervable, aS remarked before, 
that how contemptible focver the rights of coi/cience 
and the Chriftian church arc treated, parochial 
rights engage your lordfliip's particular regard. 
Infidels fcofF, and cry if the clergy can but fecurc 
their tithes^ truth may fhift for heifclf. However, 
let tithes and glebes be inviolably preferved : I 
would not apply to them, what your lordfliip doth 
to * Chrijiianity^ that they arc an ufurpation on the 
rights of mankind. But, my lord, it is an efta' 
blilhed opinion^ and I know you highly reverence 
notions that are efiahlijhed^ that you might have re- 
commended to your clergy^ many more ufeful and 
inftruftive Icflbns* But the cafe ftands thus, the 
lofs of a tithe pigy or an eafter-ojfiring^ will make 
the church totter^ and Jhake its mighty foundations. 
Any one who takes a view of the numberlefs vex- 
ations and fcandalous profecutions that have from 
time to time been carried on about fmall tithes, 
will agree with me, that to recommend the ftudy 
of the gofpel of peace, would have been much 
more feafonable, though perhapsnotfo acccptable,a 
fubjedl as the ftudy of parochial rights and power. 
Who knows not that it is fafer to truft an orphan 
to the guardianfliip of a hungry mifer, a man's 
carcafe within the paws of a hungry lion, than tP 

truft. 

* See Charge i. p. a.it 
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truft a weak fcrupulous confcience about tithes, to- 
the mercy of a legion of hungry ravening ecclefi-^ 
aftics ? 

. But having left the church in full pofleffion of 
her legal rights, we arc next to enquire after her 
patrimony. There are, k feems, * '' many im- 
** propriations in your lord{hip*s diocefe, and the 
*' church's patrimony has been alienated." But 
what church's, my lord ? the church of England's 
or of Rome's ? a proteftant or a popifh church's ? 
you will not pretend that impropriations were the 
patrimony of our mother-church ? they nc^'er 
belonged to her; nor can I account, my lord' 
for your .afcertaining a title to them, upon any 
other footing than this ; — That as the church of 
Rome is no more in this land, yourlordfhip lays 
claim to her pofleflions by right of inheritance, ag 
being next of. kjn. But, notwithftandingyour" ^//•• 
** ftingui/hing char<i£ier^^ and the divinity of un- 
interrupted fuccefEon, the entail is cut oiF, to your 
difappointment, my lord. 

Why are not the like complaints ufliered, that 
/«/i7///^/////y has been difclaimed and rejected ? your 
lordfliip's pretenfions may hold equally flrong as 
to both. Itid almoft needlefs to remark, that this 
glorious patrimony was the fruit of ecclefiaftical 
knavery and opprejjion. The priefts enriched 

themfeJvcs- 

• Charge i^ p. 38. 
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themfelves upon thcfpsils of honefty aod virtue^ 
compounded with qffafsins^ cut throats^ or rohlersy 
to pardon all their fins for a rich legacy to the 
church \ and thus the reverend d^eivsrs (bon 
found trafHcIng in falvation to be a gainful tiide,^ 
as the polite Dn liung has exprefled it. 



'Dying Jinners^ to blot out their fcore^ 



Biqueatbed the church the leavings of a whore. 

Univerfal PafSon. . 

The alienation of what your lordfblp calls the 
patrimony of tfae church,, is well known to be the 
main pillar of the reformation. And would you. 
propofethat all the lands engroi&d by the church, 
before the time of King Henry VIIL fhould be re- 
ftoredtoit again? ht conjiftent^ my lord, though 
we difclaim popijh fuperftitians^ ftand up for an 
EngUJhinfrUihility^ and courts of inquifition, and 
eftablifh an hierarchy, refembling that of ii^nwin 
all its fcenes oi pompous viUany and horrors^ Let 
the church's patrimony be appropriated to the ori* 
ginal intention. Let the clergy enjoy all the 
lands and ladies in Great- Britain i and as to^i* 
ne/ty and confciencey let them take their fate ! none 
can judge this reprefentation to be foreign tO' 
what you have advanced^ if. it is compared with 

what^ 
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^irhat follows, that it is ahfoltHely necejfaryy to prc- 
ferve and defend fmall tithes. How ahfolutly tie* 
ciffary^ my lord ? doth the happinefs of mankind^ 
the growth of virtue and knowledge, depend upon, 
an opprcflive exaSnefs in collefting of tithes ? be 
\ht fubjijiince of vicars dependent upon them, yct^ 
myloxAychriJiianity mayy^^/^ without them. Ifim- 
propriations arc the patrimony of the church, thea 
of confequence the legiflature concerned in fuch. 
ajienation, were guilty of notorious facrilcge and 
high-trcafon againft the clergy, in robbing them, 
of their confecrated dues,—- — But I forbear.— «■ 
It is enough that your lordlhip difapproves of th*N 
doiStrines df the Romtjh church as unfiund and hi^ 
ierodox j yet it feems there is a deal of orthodoxy v\ 
Ijer treafures. Permit me to enquire, my lord^, 
what kept the world fo long in amful sgn9ndmi> 
zx\A darknefs ? was It not the patrimony oftht 
church ? what has been the parent oi bigotry^ and 
nurfed fuperjiltton throughout many fucccffive ages \ 
what has been i\\t fpundat ton of prieji crafty idolatry^ 
and error ?. what has -made light darknejs^ and. 
good evil? flill Ms/olemn things the patrimony of 
the church, my lord. What has made liberty. 
utifajhionahle^ and mohs venerable andfacred ? » 
Is it not the patrimony qf the church, that gave 
l^iith to all this, my lord ? 

But may it pleafe you, to confider, how forciga. 
ihofe inftruftions arc to tl^ofc delivered by Chriii 
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^nd his apoftles ? and yet, notwiihftandlng »ll 
this, a church, without patrimony, in your lord- 
(hip's cflimation, hke a fair lady without for- 
tune, lofes all her charms : and in both ca-fcs a- 
like, neither to be wedded for her engaging ac- 
complifhmcnts, but for the fake of profufc wealth 
and dowry. — However, admitting k ahfoluiely 
uecejfary to prefcrve tithes, yet I believe few will 
imagine it abfolutely neajfary to inculcate this upon 
the minds of the clergy. Nay, my lord, many think 
it clfolutely necejfary to have laws enabled to 
reftrain your little eccleftajllcal petty foggen from car- 
rying on litigious and ficandalous profecutions. 
will your lordfliip recommend the conduS of 
an apojlaie angel, to the imitation ofthefacrcd 
priefthood, and call upon them.to caft men into 
§ prifon ? are augmentation offices, my lord,, the 
great charters of our faiih and worfhip ? or are 
thefe the divinities infajhion, and asfuch worfliip- 
ped by a fet of men, whofe dijiinguijh'r.ig characr 
ter is (for furely we may believe your lordfliip) on 
all other occafions, to expedt adoration paid to 
themfelves f ? 

I ftiall make no remarks on what is hinted by 
your lordfliip relating to church -donations. The 
kgiflature has wifely checked the progrefs of all 
prieftly juggling and impoflure from this quar- 
ter, and put an end to the churches being pamper- 
ed with the heritage of opprtffions ! — But amongfl 

ail 
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all the curious refleflions that both your lord- 
ftip's charges abound with, nothing furprizes me 
io much, as to fee it aflerted by z divine^ zh'ijhcp 
of our church J, that the times are {oextreamly had 
that there is fcarce honejly enough left to fave the 
nation from downright ruin. The higheft com- 
pliment I can beftow upon this occafion, is, that 
you were not in earneft when you delivered this, 
f lovvevcr, let us examine into the matter. As the 
fpiritual commijjioners^ (I will not fay of trade, for 
that would be finking them into a level with the 
governors of other focietics, amongft whom I hope 
the principles f of honefty are^ common) but as the 
fpiritual commijftoners of heaven claim our higheft 
regard, we will begin our remarks there. What 
will your lordftiip reprefent thi Whole body of the 
clergy to be ? what will become of the whole 
cavalry oi the church, archbifhops, bifhops and 
d^ans ; prebends, archdeacons, vicars, appa-* 
rftors, and curates? have they done nothing to 
promote the intereftof virtue ? or have they cor- 
rupted the world, palmed fuperftition on man- 
kind for religion, and mimicry for chriftian - 
worfhip ? are all their pretenfDns to piety only 
prieftcraft apd hypocrify ? and doth the matter 
in fa6l: ftand thus, that there is little h me fty z-- 
mongft them ? is their %eal for the church, their 

fokmn^ 

\ I, Charge, p. 41. f See % Charge, p. 58, 



33^ ^Cordial for tow Spirits 

foUmn fubfcriptions to its articles^ their lifting themc 
iiclves intojts fervicc, only the offspring offelf^ 
mtereft? what regard can kings pay to their eathfi, 
the laity io ihc'it preachings and the wofU to their 
jSufidlio^y if their diftingui/hing charaSler be ihi^,. 
t;hat there hfcarce any honefty amongft them ? what 
are all the outward appearances of devotion, fail- 
ing, and prayer, by which our church is eniinent- 
ly diftinguiQied ? is there nothing in all this, my 
brd, but a trick of the prieft to get money ? 
;ire they only devout out of knavery^ and do thej 
worlbip the Almighty not (or grace hut gold ? H 
ib, of what mighty importance aixtfulfome pamgy* 
ricSj T)n the fan£lity of national churches ? a C9m* 
mijjiened priefthood \}\7X doth not reform the world^. 
is a difgrace to chriftianity, and an infult upoa 
common fenfe. Wherever f^lemn cheats arc im» 
pofed upon the public, and virtually confefled to. 
be of no fervice to the country, it is a bleffing to 
have fuch rogueries detefled, and it is a piece of 
juftice to punifli the abettors of them, as fo many 
flroling conjurers and vagrants. A church with- 
out honefty^ like a proftitute without Jhame or 
virtue^ may betray innocence and feducc multi- 
tudes into ruin, but can never be ufcful to any 
ftate or nation. However, thefe are the natural 
andjuft confeqoences of the principles laid down 
by your lord (hip, that there is fcarce '* honefty. 
** pDOugh.in th^ nation to favc. it fr6ai downright 

•* ruin 
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ruin." It IS aHowed, there will be J^naves and 

fools h\ all profeflions. ' Flowevcr I muCt ilifFer 

froTB you, my lord, and maintain that we have 

many excellent and learned divines bdooging to 

our church, whofe charaScrs and accomplifh* 

ments are as illuftrioqs as their ftations. I could 

give a catalogue, but I know it would oiFend your 

lordfliip^s modefty to be inferted amongft thcm^ 

«nd therefore fliall decline the tafk. In the 

next place, in what views muft the -Ew^//}^^ Jaity 

be painted ? I miifl: repeat the queftion. Mutt 

the majority of a Britljh hcufe of commons be ftig. 

matized as men of uo honefty ? are theguardi-* 

ans of our libertief^ the gentry of the nation, 

enemies to truth and j^^irtue ? are there not 

thoufands and ten thoufands in this kingdom* in 

lower fpheres of life, who behave very worthily 

in their ftations ? yes, my lord, we have plow- 

inen, that in their capacity are as ferviccable to 

their country, as bifliops ? — ^I am apprized, 

tny lc^rd, it is th^fajhion to deem all thofe infidels 

who cannot fee thcreafonablenefs of high church-* 

imen's opinions j yet I am lb weak as to believe the 

times are not fo bad as your lordfliip reprcfents 

them. I cannot pretend to form a judgment what 

charadlcr that pari of mankind deferves, which 

your lordfliip is moil converfant with j but ihall 

ftill maintain this, that there is more honefty ia 

the nation novr> than in former ages, when tccle^ 

ftafiics 
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fiaftics were our rulers^ and when tyranny was A'- 
cenfed from the throne. However, I am.forry 
that a perfon of your lordfliip's character and 
reputation has the misfortune, according to your 
own account, to be acquainted with few**** but 
fuch as are — abandoned mifcreants and villains. 

I muft confefs, my lord, when I have heard 
fome rigid fanatics of different denominations, 
pouring out their fpleen and inve<3ives againft 
nature, urging that their iniquities were entailed 
upon them by iheir fathers ; and not only that they 
were kmveJ^ which perhaps none ever difputcd, 
but that they were knaves by their very extraction -y 
it has given me a very mean Idea of the abettors of 
fuch principles and notions, I cannot conceive why 
fuch dijhonourable and foz«;fentiments(hould be en- 
tertained of human nature, unlefs it be that the 
authors of them have converfed among the low- 
ed part of their fpecies ; or otherwife are perfons 
©f no virtue or charafler themfelves. It is natu- 
ral enough to form-an opinion of others from thofc 
difpofitions that are raoft prevalent and command- 
ing in ourfelves. — It cannot be imagined, that this 
latter fliould be the cafe as to your lordfhip. 

But, my lord, as the hard name of infidels 
and heretics have been oft aukwardly applied to 
difcountenance free enquiries into truth, fo many 
will judge, that it is no more than an artful bug- 
bear, to fugged that there is fcarce any honefty 

in 
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"in the nation. Your lordfhip will not prcfume to 
deny that we have wife goveinors and rulers: the 
3aity no longer hug their chains: they dare 
think for themfelves, without folliciting leave of 
the clergy. But perhaps it might be your lord- 
flaip's opinion that it is owing to want efhonefty^ 
that laymen ever think at all. It is their duty 
not to puzzle themfelves with reafon, but to obey 
their fpiiitual guides, and implicitly fubmit to their 
dirediions. 

The danger of the church calls afreQi for our 
regard*, *^ the tithe-bill, and what is conne<Sled 
*' with it, the fate of the Chriftian religion,** 
fhould awaken our fears, and alarm all our paf- 
fions. — It is well known that tacking bills have 
been as fafhionable as fcandalousin the ftate, and* 
now it feems fomething of the fame nature mufl; be 
introduced into religion. The tithe bill 2inA the 
fate of Chrijiianity conneSledf wherein doth Chri^ ' 
jlianity confift? is it not in reverence to the deity, 
in focial virtue and goodnefs ? and cannot thefe 
jfubfifl: without ///A^j, nay, wiihout any pri eft hood at 
all ? in primitive times there were no flipends an- • 
nexed to preaching, and yetChriftianity triumph* 
ed over high- church pr lefts and heathenifm^ and- 
made a victorious progrefs. But has it gained 
ground proportionable to the increafe of church-- 

wealth 

• Charge i. p. 42. 
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wealth and power ? the very reverfc, my l6rrf. 
When Chriftian priefts became pampered with 
pride and luxury, and grew infolent in tyrann}^) 
religion ftan'ed, and piety lofl ground in proporti- 
on. It is obfervable, as the immortal Milt$n has 
cxprefled it ; " that fo long as the church, in true 
*' imitation of Cfarift, can be content to ride upon 
an afs, carrying herfclf and her Government 
along in a mean and fimpte guife^ (he may ht% 
as he is, a lion of the tribe of Judah^ and in her 
*<< humility, all men with loud Hofannzhs wiH 
"•* confefs her greatnefs ; but when^ defpifmg the 
** mighty operation of the fpirit by the weak 
** things of this world, fhe thinks to make her- 
** fclf bigger and more confiderable, byufingtb<^ 
*• way of civil force and jurifdi<5Uon, as (he (iti 
^< upon this lion fhe changes into an afs, and 
•* inftead of Hofannabs, every man pelts her with 
^< ftones and dirt.'' And indeed, to be plains 
my lord, though men of confecrated charader 
have the privilege to fay what they pleafe, yet 
fliould laymen ever reprefent the church as indipen* 
dint of aU fecular authority^ they would be deemed 
atcQtnpUJhed ajfesy were it not— —that they arc in 
danger of lofing their ears ! 

** •The finr^0r/^ir/02^/-u;0r/(jofourecclefia(lical 
*< eftablifliment, the cQrpsratim and teft-aett^^ 

next 

^ Charge 1. p. \x% 
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%ext open'to our view« I never fully >fircojrere(l 
die reafon before^ why our church is aFways in 
danger. In danger it wUI be always^ my lord^ 
luilefi fixed upon a mdrefolid bafis and foundation* 
It is an lii^dutiful refledion from a fon of the- 
church, that has been nurfed with tendeiilefs idii^ 
lierbofoni, andlharedinherchoicefl'bl^ffingsy to 
Tu'ggeft that fbe cannot maintain hergrbund wtthc^ 
invading the rights of mankind. Is the authority 
x)f the church to be Aipj(K)rted not by dint of reafph^ ^ 
Initby oppreffive tyrannical p6Wer? M^honietifni^ 
and Pdpery will of coiirfe rival hertn afl her^ 
glories. My lord » it is beneath the charafib^fofa f 
wife mafter buHder to ihiinuate, tliat cbufih* 
arcbitiiiure b never fafe without fucb f^Uthdfcaf^ 
:f$ldt and bottrelTes to ered and fupport it. WUi ' 
your lordfliip confefs no divinity lyutpower^'fttd 
pay homage to no God butthat of Holies f Why'^ 
ib much buftle then about t\itjiiereinrfs of ch(nrdk« ' 
rights i your )oirdftt|[> has cleared' up the matter* ^ 
Sampfirit riiiUy wbtft- applied to this, ' carrtiAi 
along -with it n^lkyfi&ftk klK Out of the iatit ' 
comes ibrth miof, and ouif of ihtftrong cpmcl^ 

iQ/Ci\ifiMitnifi. I . : . » .- • ' 

But, my lord, are thefe important out^mrh^i^ 
the eftaUifliment; of any importance' in recom« 
'mending virtut and Qhriftian fincerity ? ho^ pre- • 
pofterous iiivould fuch a declaration as this appear I 
-^[ fdemaly comimfeMrate the fiifTerings of mjf 
. Vol, I. , Q^ redecmert 
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redeemei^ wi^ha view, not to improye my mo- 
rats, t)iit to o^.qualiiWd for a pofi-— in the church 
or army. No wonderi my lord, if infidelf 
ridicule Chriftianity) when church* men them- 
ftivcs thus avowedly blafpheme one of its moft fc. 
\tvoxi Inftitutioqs; It is fliocking to fee fuch fla- 
grAnC and fcaiidalous wickedneis eiKouraged. But 
I have (b great a veneration for the orthodox fons 
of the church, that I would not put fuch an af- 
front upon their honefty, as to imagine that thqr 
afe (iiicere^ when^they reprefent the receiving the 
eucbarift, as a duty of great iblemnity and im- 
portaqce. Did they biliiVi this, they would at 
leaft rival the piety of-^your lordfhip can tel^ 
whom, and tnmhU at fuch an infamous proftitu- 
tion of it^ to feive ambitious and worldly views* 
The. corporation and teft-a£U are the important ouu 
fvoris. oftbi iftahUJhnunt in the fame fenfe as racks, 
inquifitions, the dodlrines of infallibility, penan* 
cesy pilgrimages, and abfolutions, are the impmr'- 
tant out'Woris of another conrniunion. They are 
calculated to eftablifh aaft, to give fandion to fu* 
perdition, and raife up a kingdom of tyranni- 
cal priefts upon the ruins of Chriffs ebwrcb and 
JUngdom* 

I leave your lordfhip to give a full loofe to 
your pathetic vifionary fears, in the fucceding 
pages, concerning the diftreft and danger of the 
church* Lord pity the mknhU crartiuo that 

fati 
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hat Iain under fuch bitter anguifli and afflidion. 
Reftore heaIth,lgnorance,and infallibility amongft 
aU her fens. Propogate tyranny, eftabliih con- 
fufion jn the land. Let liberty (ickeb, let virtue 
die, and the church will for ever live and reign in 
peace. Let your Idrdlhip fay amen to this, and 
let all good churchmen blefi you, and thofe of 
your lordfhips principles, as the Saviour of their 
church and nation. 

As • PameUf% addrcf* to an heathen deity,' 
was canonized by the adoption of the t9j\d mar^ 
tyr\io\ make no queftion^ if this prayer fhwU 
be adopted by ynar lotdjbi^ but that it would bd 
counted orthodox, not only by i& yonr frtgnds^ 
but likewifc by all the profejfed enemei to his pre- 
fent majefty's government and admlniftration. 
To (hew with what propriety it may be ufed by 
you, I {hall tranfcribeat length a few pafiages th^t 
contain a lively image of your lordihip's zeal for 
the church t« 

«« At fo critical a jun£lure, when common Chri- 
(< ftianity is treated with an avowed contempt 
<< and open prophanenefs ; when an undifguifed 
*« immorality prdrails fo very generally j when 
<< there is fcarct bonefty enoi^ left to £ive the 

Q^^ " nation 

• A prtyer ufed by m imagiAary Lii^y^ in Sir P. S* ArcMdit^ 
,+. phKge 1, p. 41. 
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** oatipa frocn, downrigl^ ruin; when» with re* 
^^ gard .to the eftabli£bed churcb io panicufau^ 
^< the rpyiU fy^^mcy^ is ^toftBtdly npoftd as 
*^ iocooiUteot with tb(^ HghiEaDCconfcience) eren 
^* that, rAfpremacy, which was the grefund-work 
^ of ^ die r/efprnnatioii fLffnong iiaJrom {xypeiy, 
<« vhich was acknowledged. and.fworA to by the 
^ c4d.|i«ril«|Krtheinfelve9> though now inconiift- 
U ently enough difowned land condemned in the 
^ new hiftory and. vtpdtcation ofrtbem and their 
^f.^dndpl^si and that too» aAeca tol^Mion had 
^,1 kififfL allow«d to th^ preient dil&ttters^ which 
*^^ iptaa not xo\ht pHtii^M ; when fo dcflarudiye at 
¥ ajilcpppt has ^be^ti made .on the l^al maincen* 
''* ance of the clergy, as the late tithe-bill, aad 
^^ comequendy on the fubfifience pf the p/ieft- 
4* lx>oiJ» and what is connected with it, I meaO) 
^^. th(^ fate or .the Chrifiian religion amongil us$ 
^< when an attaclf has been (b lafely made on the 
^^ importiht out-works of our ecclefiaftical efta* 
<< blifluDcnty ' tbe corporation ,and teft-ads, 
<< with the greateft. inlblence toward the efla- 

<< blUhed S^HS!^^ ^^ ^^^ undutiful menafes of 
<^ the civil govenuncnt» in the cootroveriial nam- 
« pblets on that fubjed ; whea, under the Iblemn 
<< pretence of reforming the abufes of the ecdefi- 
«< aftical courts, all epifcopal authority has fo 
<f lately btea well-nigh undjsrmined^ or rather cvt 
«< up by the roots, in.thit fchcmc of refenaa- 

•* tioo, 
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•* tion, as it was originally formed: and if that 
*' order had been rendered ufelefs, a« no doubt 
** it would have been, though when ftripped of all 
** authority, it is natural to infer, that the reve- 
** nues of it would have been foon thought ufelefe 
" too, to men deprived of all real authority ; 
" and that therefore the order itfclf, in refult 
" of things, might have been confidcred as fuper- 
^* iluous, and perhaps in due time»^ thought fit 
^^ to be aboli(hed as inilgniiicant :: when, 9gain» 
** diurches thcmfelvesy the great inflniments of 
^ preferving fome fenfe of religion among us» 
^ have lately been put in fuch a method of repairs^ 
^< as probably would-have ended in the irretrievable 
^ ruin of the greater part of them in no lon^r 
** period of time : when, likewife, the corredion 
■^ of abufes of matrimonial licences is well 
^ known to have been laboured in fo abfurd a 
•^ manner, as to have permitted the marriage of 
*^ minors of each fex, without thexonfent of their 
^' parents or guardians ; though the late pretended 
^* reformation of ecclefiaftical jtirifdidion^ was 
originally founded on an irregular marriage, 
and an abfurd licence: when, once more, 
to com pleat fo bad a profped, the propofed re*- 
^' formation of epifcopal jurifdifiion, has derived 
its origin from ibme perfons that have profefTed 
no fmall zeal for the church of England^ but 
^^ who have not difdained to copy after the avowed 

0,3 " advcrfaries 
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•* advcrfarics of the church, in the beginning of 
•* the times of confufion: Vhen the mclancholly 
*' circumftances, I fay, have fo lately concurred, 
^' (the confequences of which, are not perhaps, fo 
** generally underfiood by the parochial clergy, 
" in parts remote from the great fcene of bufincfs, 
<* as they ought to be) it is natural to infer frotn 
*^ the Tvhole^ that our zeal for the eftabliflied 
^* church, ought to bear a juft proportion to the 
*^ danger of its prefent fituation ; as likewife, 
*' its conftitution, in confequence of the moft 
*' diligent enquiries intb the grounds and founda« 
*^ tion of it. If tbefe are not proper occafions for 
'^ zeal for our eccleiiaftical conftitution, it is not 
** eafy to aiBgn circumfiances that may juftly de- 
«« mand it." 

Surely, my lord, Ctf/Vs ^»r/^has been entailed 
upojti the church in thefc latter ages. — Every one 

that finds me yfCAJla^ me.- 1 will not pretend 

to fay, that it is for the fame reafon, becaufeit de« 
lights in bloodfbed and lordly lawlefs jurifdifiion) 
where it has no right to exert any authority at all. 
But, my lord, itiniay be neither uninftruflivc nor 
unentertaining, to take a view how this tccUfiafti* 
cal Jhuttle- cocky thedanger of the church, has been 
played about on different and repeated occafions. 
Thedanger of the church was warmly urged to 
bring the glorious revolution into difgrace ; the 
ganger of the church was j>leaded againft the aS 

of 
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of toleration, for weak and fcrupulous confcien- 

ccs. The danger of the church was likewifc 

the foundation of the fchifm-bill ; the danger of the 
church betrayed the brave Catalans^ and patched 
up the fcandalouj peace of Utrecht. — Th^ danger 
of the church was at the head of the Prejion re- 
bellion ; and the danger of this tottering unwcildy 
fabric has nurfed all the rude infolencies ofFerc;^ 
to his prefcnt mjjefty's government, whom m sty 
God long prefcrve. About the thirtieth oijdnu- 
nry the church is yearly in more immmcnt daor 
ger, as has been obfcrved by Sir Richard &NeU^ \t\ 
his incomparable letter to the Pope^. A ^atife I 
would recommend to the frequent and diligent per- 
ufal of your lordfhip. But one would think, 
from the continuance of that anniverjary^ that 
God almighty pays but fmall regards to ^he cries 
and prayers of the churchy and that the priefb^ 
whatever tntereft they may have on earth, have 
but little in heaven \ inafmuch that they have. been 
praying near a hundred years, for t))C forgive*- 
nefs of one fm, and yet by God, as well as men^, 
unforgiven ftill ; for folcmn party rage^ and peurii^ 
prayers^ are yet annually obferved 00 the occafioiw 
In the year 17059 the complaints of the dan- 
ger of the church fpread abroad to diflra^ thp 
kingdom with unreafonable ^d groundlefsdiftru(^ 
and jealoufies, incurred a' fevere cenfure from the 

Q.4 Icgiflaturc 
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legiflatttre of the najtion, an4 ^* it was refolvedi 

v.- by the lords fpiruual and temporal, and com- 

9^. tnons in parliament aflembled, that the church 

if^.tX Englani^ as by law efiablifhed, which was^ 

^* refcoed frpm the eatremeft danger, by King^ 

^^^//74X9 the third, of glorious oacmory, ii now, 

y by God's bleffing, under the happy reign of her, 

V; pi:erent majefiy, in a aioflr fafe and fftiuriihitig 

/^ condition ; . and that whofoever go^s about to 

' *^ iuggeil. tbb. chqrch is in danger under her- 

^^ inajeiiy'i adminifiration, is an enemy to the. 
•♦"xjucen, *tt>e church, and t^e kingdpm/'-r — r. 
Yoii dare not foggeft, my lord, but that our pre- 
fent gractoua fovertrgn, is as cordial and finccre a. 

friend <1]K> the church as tbe late Queen Anm% 
Should your ]ord£hf p's outcries there{bre> of th^r 
xburch*& dagger, be deemed worthy of parliamen*. 
<ary notice^ muft you not exped in parliamentary 
language, to be mail^ed out as an tntmj to hia^ 
anajefty, Ihe church, and the kingdom ? wouM 
yoo not be attainted with propagating fiidion, and 
^flMlfarf 'unreaibnable andgroundl^s diftrufttand 
fealoufiea among the ling's liege fubje^ I is tbh; 
the commiffiof?) my lord, that you have been, 
cnuufted with from heaven ? or this tbe diJU^gtiifl^. 
ing tbaraHir which is your boafted clainfi ? if fo^ 
let it be defpifed, let it be nnen vied, but let it never 
be initstted by any true protcflants, or any nnccre 

lovers 
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lovers of their country. Accordtne to your lord* 
(hip, h is dangerous to attempt any further icfor« 
niations in the chdrch, though you acknowledge' 
fuch reformations are wanting* You allow there. 
are lefler deficiencies in our eccleHaftical €onftitu« 
tion, and yet the remedying of thefe ought not tO< 
be attempted. Suchinconrident/mnovatingrchemes 
can never do honour to Chriftianity ; and though: 
they may tstke with the befotted part of the na« 
tion, fuch as are enthufiafts for craft and power^. 
yet they will meet with a jufter fate from aU mea. 
of found reafon and fober underftandings,. 

I find it is aflerted by your lordfcip, " that the 
«* profijfedfriendi of the church, are entring into a. 
•• confpiracy againft it".. I cannot appropriate the 
honour of this remark^ folely to your lord* 
(hip.«-«I have oft heard as much from a iumuL 
tuous rabili at country. eleAlons *• . ^^ Some 
^^ perfons that hare profeiiedno fmall zeal for the 
** church of Englandjhzye notdifdained to copy af^ 
*^ ter the avowed advnfarifs (^ the church, in the- 
** beginning of the times ofconfufion**. Who were 
thofe avowed aduerfarhs^ my lord? Hampden 
and other illuftrious patriots^ whofe names wi'l> 
engage a grateful reverence^ . when little pam* 
I^Ieteers, that deal about tcnumn^place rage . 
andinve^trey wtUbe eitherdefpifirdopforgottcn. 

0.5 It. 
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Jt is faid by your lordfhip, ^* foreign proteftantt 
«< VP i)6t to. bq molc^ed, but our diflenting pro«> 
/^' telHants * at home^ demaad a very different 
^* condu£t." That is, accorjding to your lordfhip, 
93 we differ from them in our notions concerning 
the imffortancji of ceremonies^ and the pitty of 
impofitions, (o neither ought we to be united 
with themin an amicable intercourfe> and chari- 
table Cbntiments as to other matters. Let our 
charity towards them extend no further than 
we are direded by felf-intereQ: and advantage. 
Xret them be painted as fo many monfters in na-> 
tqre^ R^prefent them in the fame views as in- 
fdels do high-churchmen, a f>aci of inaves 
and enthuftajis. " But, f in point of prudence^ 
•* fays your lordfliip, let us not give any juft fuf- 
'* picions of our difguft to the legal toleration of 
" them.". In point of prudence J is this the high eft 
pitch of your Iprdfliip's charity and religion ? 
are your Ijwdfhip's regards for Ckrijiianity afleep ? 
or arc the divine rights of tithes and cpifcopacy, 
the only ejfentials of your lordfliip*s faith ? in 
point of prudence^ we are not to appear open advo- 
cates for perfccution.,— TA///Wj will not bear this. 
■ T he church isfick and in danger, for we have 
^ proteftant prince on the throne^ who will not be. 
jockeyed by ecckff^Ji^ci out of the affections and 

liberties 

«■ Charge i.p* 46. f Ibi4«c 
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liberties of his fubjefls.— In/)«W of prudence^, viz 
muft fit eafy under ihefe melancholy circumflancesi 
and Dot attetppt to eru(h ihofc whom \i\tlegijlature 
believes t{>\>t o\xx fellow crcntnres ^ But, my lord, 
it requires no great degree of faintfliip to proplie- 
fy, what would be their /<?/^, were it left to your 
lordfliip's charitable decifion. Were it prudential^ 
you would readily concur in the good work pf^'wr- 
Jing and dragooning thefe heretics Into* their r?gnt 
minds. Were it prudential^ the a£t de H^^rettcb 
comburendo /hould be publickly defended, and 
Smiihjield flames fliould woMtx fleep or die, I wouM 
gladly be informed, whether prudentials cpiillitute 
the whole of your lordfliip's religion ? whether 
our loyalty^ like our charity^ is to be carried on ift 
point of prudence^ my Iprd ? whether it be not ia 
point ofprudencB^^ only, that you {^tzx allegiance to 
the king, and acknowledge the royal fupremacy. 
— ^I would likewjfe fubmit it to your lordflilp'^j 
judicious determination, whether points of virtue^ 
oihonejly^ of confcience^ ought to pay honiage to 
points of prudence^ or not ? but pcrnaps your lord- 
fhip may hot think it 2^ point of prudence^ to give a 
determinate anfwer to this. In point of prudence^ 
** we are not to give any juft fufpicions, that wfe 
*^ envy or grudge them that indulgence allowed 
* them, of worfhipping God after their own man- 
ner, and of enjoying without difturbance, the 
*♦• di(aatcs of their own confcienccs." I find, my 

0.6 lord. 






*\ 



^ Urijimk diflcn^iog^ ^ i^iyHeftaittt ue j«|ft «i ftiiich 
• liKldMed to four lordlhip, as good GbriffitM «e 
^^ to htm wbbfe dj/IhgmJfiAig €lmra^n' itif dfttlie 
Aden whom be miy 4e?oiir. Thejr ate io no dan** 
l^r fioiii jiiin, becaufe— fbe is not iaa cajladtyio. 
^ Kurt or deftroy them. In prif^ $/*fnubnaf wt trt^ 
'Mt to hm£ or tei^tbemfiHrfajring their prayen,^ 
Aoofjiwraffubiiiyin ccHlc^gcbur^ iiiiesy fliould ^ 
^low os'no time to prey ourfelfes. But if they de- 
cry eftabliffiments, #ere it in our power, iren* 
^geanoe and blood (hould porfue Atm ! let the. 
fivard be girton^ ztoAjfheatb it in their, gore and ^ 
bowels I theTe are the natiiral, coolfquenc^ of 
your Iordihip'3 ztal V 

But, itleems, they are' f6 fond of power, orpofis 
of aixthortty, as to labour atbrealuog down th« 
fences of the efliablifhed church, and . thereby 
place themfelves on a level with the niational efta«. 
bliflunent, on'occafion of merely ffcular matters 
that are confefiedly foreign to our religious pre- 
tenfions ^i How can CfaHftiiimry fufi^r if thofe 
fences were broken down, that your tordfhip ac* 
knowledges to be of no im{>bruiice to religion ? 
Ibut, it feems, luffaf aftdr power and pofts of autho^. 
lity, though foreign ionKghui fretinJhm^jtiBX^ 
fo far from hzva^ foreign^' thiat they are ij^ntufi to , 
the cbara^r of a go§d cbutihumn^ , 

Tbpugb. 



coBtfflq^df lectdarnuttflN^ whea they fiaiidja. 
canpetkioa with thw dutjTt yet.I am ftiU mllipg; 
to bcUcvC) that y0u will not admit fiicular iMtUpp 
to be forciga' to JWKT iir4Af]^'^« rtSgUuiftfiimfiiHii., 
The read^ witlaglte with me, when he refl^AsM < 
wh^t you have aficrtedon $itbe^HJIfun6Ae-fia$. 
rfCbriJIiam^yj being immediately^aiid neceffiirily.' 
coDoe^ed* According UtjdbUy the.propeny of che: 
Almighty ought to be transferred tob^ victgiruan^ 
the 0artbf^\ht/iillni/$ tbiri^iAotxlA be ao km- . 
ger the i(^/i8» but the ^/rr2y*i. 

How far.the government '* baa^xerted itfdfln. 
^^-quafliing the tkbi UUzni cnrporatkm znA ttfim, 
*^ ^^#y'^ is none of my bufineft to confider. If ia . 
fiift it'be fof I prefume, my.lo(d,the]r do not think : 
ttiemfelvea much obliged to you for the difcorery i ^ 
and perhaps they would not, in pmnt $fprudifu0^ 
truft yourlaodflup with a. Ji^H, . as ftion as »^ 

<( Onr scal^fer the confltludon of the national t 
^( ohurcb, ought to be accompanied with charity 
« toward thofii^ who unhappily diflent from it :^' 
yes, in ptmi^ffrudimi^ mj lord, Iflull not en^ 
Ser into the mrfbn that obliged your lordfliip tc» . 
uke notioeof the innovation comphuned of in your 
dipcefirt^wiUijrefemice to the bmial of the bap«. 

tized: 



.-fiijdlivl^ at tbi^.iiQf)c»:ftake upon oKf.to jeaqMici^ 
,«wb«lbcrbaptiriii'Was kueiKicsd 9^. a ftandiiig .di&: 
•^ni^Qn in the CbfiftUml4clu]icli» ^rwafttq^iql' 
tipnporfury duration. \Tbi» is obviQ4U<t^ ,atl,, th^ 
the.poffuniffion givcQ the apofiles to baptise, .^^ 
tcndcdno further than to tbemfeives. Iwillbe wtk 
J9UJ0 ibi end. *$/. the \mtld. WiU Any one. prer 
lend that Qod Almighty, ka^ al waj^s been . wkh the 
pxieftbo)od» at ithiit he iua danced attendance upoqi 
^CMrrtipt tyrannical clcx%^ } this is.ce^in, my 
lord, that baptlfm has oil been reprefeated more 
like a charm, than a rational ufoftU .inft^tution. 
Some time ago, an orthodox divine in y$ur.krd^ 
Jitip's , dijMtJi tooy adminifiring{>Fivate.bapti(m to 
an infaot, theumtcr was,hrough| ii^ .a. wooden 
bowL The ceremony being concluded, the r^^ 
ver end enthiifiqfi: took, OQcZiikon to addrefs die par 
rent in ibefollqwing manner : fir, you.are to uu- 
derftand, this bowl has been confecrated by virtue 
of my prie/ily auth9rityandfun£iim. It would be 
^crtUge. to'defile itior any vulgar ufe andiiervice, 
and therefore, by way of prevention, I take the /r«- 
hiHy to bum. it* Accordingly, bie^diipofed of the 
woodm idol and warmed himfelf by the £re hb 
%ial had kindled, I prefume, my lord, bad it 
been a filler bowl, he wouldhave aded wi^ a ftill 
i? . greater 

• Charge i. p. 49* 
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greater holy caution, and to preferve it from poI« 
lution, would have takerh the liberty to have ap-- 
prapriated it to bimftlfy as a iacred treafure apper- 
taining to the church. — ^I mention this, in homu^ 
of your lordihip, to fhew that the zeal you re« 
commend for the church, has not been loft upon 
your clergy. 

Having confidered many fpeciroeni of youx 
lordihip's zeal, we are qow arrived at^/i/inftance 
of your charity. It is granted by you, that bap* 
tized diflenters are — Chriftians* But what are 
we tounderftand by their being Chriftians at large £ 
are they pofleiled of more generous catholic prin« 
ciples, or a more benevolent character than thofe 
who belong to our chjifrcb, an^ communion ? oc 
doth your lordfbip. mean, that they are the drofs 
of nature, and the refufe of the world* I promife 
to fee this explained by your lordfliip, in a key to 
your charge, whenever the world is favoured with 
a fecond edition of it. - ' You have entred into 
fbme particulars^ to cos^ti^ibute to fet fcrupuloua 
clergymen right. But this is to, be efFeded in \ 
more compendious way, than by dint of rcafon"- 
ing and perfuafibn ; 2Lfctirfy a ring^ and z funeral 
fetmon^ is an approved and infallible remedy, my 
lord, to remove the fcruples of all confcientious 
v'uars^ curates^ or hijhops^ concerning the lawful- 
oeft» 6f,burying proteftant €liilcntei:s ia confecrated! 

. clay,. 



■> ■ ■ . 



ACfit 



35« j/ CoRDi^x for Low SitnuTs^ 

clay. I flatter myfelf, that this prdcrtption will not 
hA of ypur Urdjhif^ favourable recommendation. 
I have the pleafow to agree with yoii, my lord 
that all encomiums of our- ccdcfiaftical confKtu- 
tion, are vaiti and infignificant things, unlcfs we 
(hew the great advantage of it in the fnfluence \!i 
has on our lives ^nd converfations. It doth not 
iicceffarily follow, that the Tons of the church arc 
^^/rrof heaven, bicauTc ^^^ inherit a^reat part 
of the VifiaHh atvd ^M<;fr bf the. nation. Ztal for a 
hierarchy, is not always attended with common 
bonefly, much kfs is it an infallible token of di- 
vine grace. Nor tJoth it follow, that becaufe our 
names are iaroUed in the regifter, that therefore 
diey are writ in the* book of life. . Your lord- 
fhip weU knows that confecrated bricks, 4:lay,and 
timber have been the idoUiivtnitm of modem 
times. Epiicopal benedidions have made ftocks 
and flones as wife and holy, as thofe who beftow* 
ed the blcfling upon them. A rttigtout nvtrence 
has been paid to beings that have neither eyes to 
fee, ears to hear, nor hearts to conceive ; and 
not only they who worfiip^ but they vvho eanonixid 
them^ have been like unto them, and fo is tviry tm 
that trujieth in them. But, my lord, I would 
gladly be informed, whether the beauty of holineft 
can confift in things that have neither besuty nor 
holinefs in them. As it is the^#^that conffi<« 
tutet the church J fo it is a g§9d people that makes a 

good cburtk^ a pi^k orth^ in tbrirSHS$ Aaft 

maket 
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makes an orthodox church 3 though a lowfottifh pro- 
fligate deportment, is an effintial chara^ertfiic of 
an infaUibli church 't and whilft the glorious pitlars 
of it are fober enough to Jiand upon their own 
limbs, their church will be in dsinger of folliffg* 
Where fuch a fpirit prevails, Chriftianity muft. 
languifh under its malignant and baneful influence*. 
We may as foon expcft the devil to turn mora-' 
liji^ or a mifirto be charitable and boneji^ as hope 
that a prie/ibood fliould r£/ir«» the world, that arc 
themfelvcs frtfejfed enemies to the principles cf //- 
h^rty and reformation.. The moft elevated preten- 
Hons to'faniSti^y,' unlefs adorned by a fuitable con- 
dud, like the charms of a common proflitqte, iofp 
^11 their beauty and force« 

Rather, therefore, my lordi than cotifecrate ty-, 
ranny with an air of devotion ; rather than adopt 
unchriftian ufurpations into our excellent church | 
rather than mtamorphife,i!t\t, clergy into harpies^; 
c^xert your zeal an recommending moral virtue, be- 
nevolence and charity, to their choice and efteem. 
' Let the language pf, the pulpit be peace and^rutb». 
Set an example before your brethren, firft, to 
preach, and next of all, to preach not themfelvet, 
but — Chrift Jefus. Convincie them, my lord, 
that it will give a greater dignity to their charac* 
ter, to be minifters. qf, righteoufnefs, than to be< 
the pimps of a iacStion, the lacqueys of infallibi- 
lity, and the promoters of (Irife and wrath. But* 
ypur Iprdibip is np friend to innovations m the- 
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church, and therefore poffibly may rejc(fl all 
this. 

Msny have been deemed enemies to the church, 
for no other reafon, in the opinion of fallible men, 
than their attachment to uncorrupt Chriftianity ; 
and infidels have thought, that more have incurred 
the ccnfureof ecdejiafiical damnation for their ho- 
nefty, than for their want of grace. It is poJJUfle^ 
nay, it is common to be a good churchman, without 
ever attending the fervices of the church at all ^ and 
yet an apo/late from the church, has been counted 
a more dreadful hydra, than an apojla^e from 
^race and goodnefs. I am led to thefe reflec- 
tions, by what your lordffaip obferves, that your 
adverfaries, that is, a^ you have explained 
yourfelf, thofe who diflfent from us, are gone off 
from that outward appearance of fan£iity, and fevc- 
rity of morals, with which thofe of their party firft 
fc t out , and varnijhed ovtxtYit the caufe oi puritanifm^ 
and the fubfcquent feparation. If this remark 
ihews any thing, beiides weaknels and malice, it 
tnuft be this, — that an outward appearance of fanc- 
tity, a mere varnijh of piety, is all that your lord- 
fl)ip thinks neceflary to recommend to your clergy. 
But, my lord, doth it not betray the moft ac- 
complifhcd partiality, that fcverity of morals 
fhould, on all former occafions, be reprefcnted by 
men of your lordfhlp's principles, as fanaticifm 
and enthufiafm, and that the refinements of that 

party 
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party fliould now be arraigned, as proceeding froni 
want of zeal, 

I muft not forget to take notice of your lord- 
fliip's charitable difpofition, in treating all thofe as 
your adverfaries^ who entertain any notions diffe- 
rent from thofe which are eftabliflicd/ Inftead of 
faying we are bmhren, why {hould we fall out by 
the way ? It is thought proper to kindle mcn*s paf- 
fions agaitift them, and make them eajier fatrifica 
to the z^<i/and devotion of a mob. But, my lord, 
why are they counted adverfaries ? do they hate 

bifhopsi No, theywifli we had many more 

that — would be wife, faithful and honeft. Do 

they declare againft Ghriftiariity ? No, they 

confefs the bible to be the^only infallible rule and 
flandard ! do they decry a miniflry irfthe church ? 
« — No, they ©ppofe only thofe who would lord it 
over God*s heritage, and claim dominion over 
theix faith. Do their clergy fwear allegiance to 
the king^ and ad under God", the fupreme rultr of 
the church j and yet'phcfe 'thcmfelves* «« a level 
with the civtl cofi/lituthniiMf I nay, independent of 
all fecuJar authority ?— No, they hsLve appeared 
hearty friends to the proteftant government and 
fucceflion, without equivocation, and without 
referve ; and, which is more, without any profpeidt 
of raifing themfelves to any cpifcopal dignities , of 
honours ! can thefe be your reafons, why thdy 

are 
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arc treated su your adverfaries, my lord ? I leave 
your lordfbip to determine this. 

I pafs by your complaints of the ill morals and 
infidelity of th^age, as having been already con- 
ifidered, and proceed toconfiderthe chara&ersyou 
attribute to the clergy ♦. ■» ■ ■ They are Chrift's 
>ambairadors. — It is with pleafure I exprefs the 
high veneration I oW)e to worthy and learned cler* 
f ymen, fuch as appear to be perfons of candor^ 
)cnowledge and integrity ; aod fiichthere be» who 
are an ornament to human tiature. But in gene- 
ral, are not thofe who profefs themielves minifiers. 
pf the Chriftian difpenfation, fubjefl to like paf* 
iions with othlrs,as covetous^ as tyrannical, as inn 
iporal, and as ignorant as others}- are tbefe Chrift't^ 
ambafladors ? as for my part, I entertain a high* 
er notion of the author of the Chriftian religion^ 
than, to believe that he would intruft either fools or 
knaves with a foleipn embafly and commiffion, not 
-to mention that thofe whom your lordfliip repre* 
fents as thenmi^^Miirx^Clfrr^, andconfequently 
t>{ lovi ZTii peaci^ have frequently been the pro^ 
nm$rs $f difc^rdy and the biralds of wrath and 
^ruStion. Are they watchmen ?— 'Let them 
watch over fouls as well as tithis f and let them, 
pray not for wealth, which is a blefBng they en- 
joy in common with the reft of mankind, but for 

truth 

• Cbarge i. p»S5.. 
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truth and grace ! arc they Jhipherds ? — ^Let them 
fad as well z&Jheer their flocks, and let them not 
turn a houfe of prayers into a den of thieves, and 
gull men of their fortunes and underftandings to- 
gether ! have they fpirituad powers that are in' 
ihtir own nature dijiin£t from^ and independent of all' 
civil authority U Let them produce their cre- 
dentials ! who would have imagined JdiciSy Atter^ 
hury^ Sacbeverel^ and Wooljion^ to have been the' 
commiiHoners of heaven ? but perhaps the laft 
forfeited Ym. commifjiony by wciung agaioft • your' 
lordfhip ; by declaring, thath^ loved and hoDOur«k' 
ed the whole royal family,, and that he prayed* 
for them without pay; which ^ if wc may •believe ad' 
infidel^ is more than any biihop in the kingdom' 
doth. 

It feems, they arc likewife the ^ fuccejirsoftbi 
apoftlis ;-— fomc have thought them io be an ille- 
gitimate brood, that have no traces of their pre* 
tended fathers features ; and though I cannot (zf 
they work for their livelihood, yet like many more 
of their faternity, they are obliged to the pariih fdr ■ 
a maintenance ; or otherwife obtain. //^^i.fiir 
keeping out of it, and refiding any where but*^ 
where their duty calls them. 

Hov?ever, I muft not omit tranfcribing ^ fern 
paragraphs which have been already referred to^ 

that 

• Charge t. p. 54* SS* 
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that may give further light .into this matter. 
** * Agreeable to the fpiritual commiflion, we 
*^ have received from o\xx great.tnafter himfelf^ by 
^5 the fuccijjion of his appointed church officers, 
<' in fo many agis^ and by. vindicating on all/r^ 
'^ per ucafians^ thofe fpiritual powers that have 
'f been fo derived, as in their own nature diftinU 
*5 frnm^ and independent of all fecular authority. 
*^ Thefc we find are maligned by perfons that 
" either have tiojujifenfe of any religion, or that 
'f have no pretence to tbofe powers by fuccejjion^ 
*< nor indeed by any thing but an ilUfour^d^ and 
<' frequently an enthufiafiical czW ; and therefore 
'* no wonder they are fo exafperated againft us, 
*' when we refufe to give up o\xx diftinguijhing cba* 
•^ raSier^ znAfmk ourfelves into a level vf'wh them. 
•f The fceptlcal writer i on this fubjeS, pretend 
^ that we have derived our fpiritual commiffion, 
<f through the impure canal^ as they call it, of the 
<^ church of Rome^ and therefore betray a flrong 
** difpofilion to invalidate our orders." I would 
gladly be informed, my lord, what thefe rights 

of fucceffion are founded upon I doubt it will 

appear to be according to firebrand Tartuffe^ ac- 
count of the matter, the inftrument of their power 
being thrown by Phaeton** -"^-^ I have 

• Ibid 

•• Into tin feat the water bat fo damag*d it^ 
^atnone but fr'ufii teuldtver read itjince^ 

' Par(}Qia 
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I have known a cahlery may it pleafe your lord- 
fhip, that could not earn bread by his trade, yet 
has been dubbied a prieft in our church eftabhfhed 5 
aj>d to do ; him juilicc, he cabled divinity as 
wretchedly;4S • d/rf Jhoes. Was thisr ymr nverend 
brother y my •lord, within the line offucceffion? 
if not, I Ai/pe^E): there will be many more upon an 
equal footing. But allowing thefey^/r//«/7/ cAj/'/w- 
ants their pretcnfions, yet what do they fucceed the 
apoftles in ? it may be faid, — in their unacquain- 
/^;7f^ with human learning; but it is hoped none will 
pretend thai they fucceed them in the gifts of the 
fpirit. They fucceed likewife, in what the apo^ 

Jlles never had^ fome hundreds or thoufands a 

year. They fucceed the apoftles too in thofe very 

things which they honefily rejcftcd lordly pride 

and prelaticaljurlfdidion. When P^«/ and 5<?r«<2-' 
h4i% were reprcfented as G6ds, that cartiedown in ' 
the likenefs of men, they exprefled a gencrotis in- 
dignation at t4)e miftaken homage that was paid 
them. But their fuecejjhrs^ it feems, aflume the • 
image of Gods^zrA refufetogivc up this diftinguijhing '• 
charaSfer^ fo ^ to fink themfelves into a level with"' 
men. They muft be fceptical with a witnefs, my 
lord, who dare prefume to call the church of 
Rome^ that holy infallibli mother^ an impure canal, 
throughwhichyouderiveyoureommiffion?achurch 
impure, that abounds with^x^r^ unfepbifticated wines 
and gold ! ih^kfapiical writers arc a tribe of crazy 

inthuftafts. 
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'mthmfiaji$. It is an impure cmmly as ihey call ity 
hvityeur brd/bip knows better things. 

Thus, my lord; aafar as comported With my 
de&n» have I examined the moft renailtable par- 
tictOiIrs in your iW9 xhargit h tie -dirff* My 
View lias been to da honour to Chrifiiemitff and 
as far aa iBcenfiftatt tberewiib^ to your krdfiip^ 
What has been advanced, proceeds from die moft 
Tacred regard to liberty, to virtue, and to man- 
Icind. If, my lord, you (bould thidc it aeceffiuy 
to have fome animadverfians upon what is written, 
the author begs leate to inform yon, that he will 
be always ready to hear what is ofiered by men of 
diftinguifiing charMiier 2 but (hall think himfelf a- 
bove tsdciog notice of any hired mfceUaniftsy that 
retail ftupidhy and fcandal. Wifhing your lord* 
!(hip a happy qnifpeedj tranjlatien in this world, I 
'do not miean u the next : I have only to add, that 
if convinced of any mifiakes in what I have ad- 
vanced, believe«me, my Lord, I fhall publicly 
retra£l, and fis publicly fubfcribe myfelf, the very 
reverfe of ecclefiaftical fubfcribers, iincerely, and 
without pay. 

Your LoRDSHip^s 

Moft dutiful Ton and fervant, 
in the bonds of uninterrupted 
fucceffion and infallibility, 

A Rcvolutional Tory. 
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Reverend Fath&, 

Fix Chrifti, 

E rcccired your letter of the 
and much applaud you for youf 
holy zjeaiy coogrAtulating you on 
the fuctefs you tell us you have 
had, if fuch you havt had; But, reverend &• 
ther, we mufl freely tell you, that we cannot but 
doubt, that you flatter your felf too much, 
when you filncy you havie bpened a way, that 
Will bring back whole nations into the boibnt 
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of our churchy The new method • you have 
taken is fo totally difFcrent from all thofe by 
which we have formerly had fuccefs in hereli" 
cal countries and chiefly in England^ that we ex- 
ceedingly fear, you run the -rifque of all our 
hopes and labours at once, by this, ftrange, and 
really (we muft be free with'- you) to us unac- 
countable conduft. You cannot be, we know 
you are not, fo weik as to cxpe<5t, the re-efta- 
blifliment of the infalUhle authority of holy church, 
hy overthrowing the <iathority of men in the 
affairs of religion ; for that would be to fet up our 
authority^ by taking away all authority^ You rouft 
be fcnfible how ridiculous this defign is at firft 
figh$. If you are not, for the W-^rf v/V^/Vs fake, 
relinquifb your miflion, and comeback to us; 
for you can do us no fervice where you are, in the 
way you are in. 

But we perfwade our felves of better tilings 
from your abilities, if you Will but give your 
felf the time to refie£i. You kndw that our 
infaUibility is a very troublefome doBrint to us ; 
«nd that, we are put to very hard fhifts to defend 
it : you know we only take // up, in order to fup- 
port with the better grace, the authority and /«- 
wer we claim over mens coofcience?, which 
cannot ftand without it. You fee therefore, that 
if /yau take away authority, you pull that down) 
for which only we b^ild up infalHbiltty, and with- 
out 
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.out which infaUihiUty ^i'ould be but a dead weight 
upon our hands. 

You lell us, that you only run down authority 
unaccompanied by vif.il!ihil:iy ; r.nd by that means 
expofe ths ckrgy of the church of Eu^laTid alone, 
who claim the one without the other-, and To 
encline the people^ when once you huve made 
them heartily defpife iheircvvn clergy^ to embrace 
us. But you are widely miilakea ; for you only 
cxpofe thofc of the clergy there, and ihofe claims ^^ 
theirs^ which are of unfpeakable fervice to us; and 
which therefore you ought by all means to have 
encouraged and efpoufed. It is true, they are 
contempt ihle \ and, when things are ripe enough, 
we {hall find it eafy to make them appear fo to 
their ovfn people : yet to be ovcr-hafty in that mat- 
ter, is to flop the growth and cncreafe of thofc 
things, which, if fuiFered to go on, and nourifhed^ 
.wiH in the end turn to their confufion, and 
our pro tit. And befides, they are not yet become 
numerous enough, t^ make it pradUcable for us 
to ruin the credit of the whole clergy by their 
means ; which we muft neceffarily do, before we 
can fuccecd in our dcfigns there. We therefore 
fhould ftudy to obviate the ill cfTedl, that fome 
late banters upon indifputable authority have bad on 
the people oi England. We (hould. ftudy to take 
off the pretended ridiculoufnefs of claiming* though 
not to be infalUUi^ yet U be always in the right ; 

R J and 
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and of affirming that thofe who may err^ yet nevtr 
do ; and not fimply and weakly give into it, as 
you have done. Thefe things do us incredible 
Oiifchief^ and if they go on, will utterly ruin all 
our hopes : and our letters from England inform 
us, that this dangerous way of thinking grows 
there every day more in vogue : if we cannot fto\^ 
it, we are undone, pad all retrieving. 

It is with unfpeakable grief, that we obferve 
through all jouc tetter ^ fuch mtisns and frejtffi 
as encourage thofe freedoms y which muft necef* 
larily fint(h theruioof our^aufe ; and even foRK- 
times almoft makes us fear that you will in the 
end fall off from the fiiitb yourfelf. You take a 
courfe wholly coi^trary to that of all our former 
and prefent mijjianaries^ (perhaps unknown to 
you \) which has not been fo unfuctefsful as you 
fancy. For is it not fuccefs enough to have been 
able to work into the hrecfis of peofley the very 
fame doSrines wliicb are abhorred in us, and 
were the ground of fiparation from us, only in 
itdovfs^ a little, and 'very little, diffkrtnt ? they, 
as well as you, thought it too mean a vieWy to 
snake otAy Jingle converts* They as well as you, 
yojjefied the recovery of tvhole nations at once* 
^Utt^Ky have done, and flill do it, (though you 
may be ignorant of it,) in a manner, that will at 
laft effeft it r you endeavour the fame thing in a 
ijianner, that not only will never effectually do it. 
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but that overturns at once all that they have fpent 
fo much fweat and labour upon* 

All our other mijjionaries have joined in with, 
and even excited the cry, of the necejftty of a^ 
graing in me common rub of faith and worfiip^* 
They have urged the authority of the churchy and 
fided with all that urged it : they have conftantly^ 
and very wifely, oppofed the ufe of private judgment 
in matters of religion ; they have reprcfcntcd it as 
leading to atbeifm and infidelity ^ (which though it 
18 no great compliment to religion, yet we take k 
very kindly from tbem ; t>ecaa(e it doea us vaft 
fervice ;) they have never ceafed to urge men to 
renounce their reafon^ to difielieve their fenftSy and^ 
t^ pay an implicit deference to the dilates of their 
Jpiriti^al guides^ By thefe mtZM, they had not 
only well nigh eftabliflied theife do£brine& in £ng^ 
Iqndy but had thoroughly gifunited tia^ protejlarat • 
(in the effecting of which our greateft ^r^gth 
always confiils;) till you came and threw all 
down again with your new and whimfical prO'- 
jedlii.. The advantage we fbould have reaped 
from the doSrines is vidble* W^re iSxty tmte* 
agreed of the neceffity of unity and communion y 
Why then (we knight alk them) did you break'^dff 
from the unity and communion of holy chtefiih'iili 
the pretended reformation ? why did you lAfefnipt^ 
the unity y and fet up a new and ilftln'St xohmu^- 
nion? if they allow the authority of tfy cburcb,l 
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wc may weU cry out upon them ; why dW yon 
then refift the authmty of our churchy to which 
you were once fubje£f^ as much as you can b© 
now to your $wn f if you fay, we decreed things 
contrary to the word of God', wc anfwer, you 
are zjudgg of our decrees then^, and not 2,fubji3 
to them J you reje<Sl all authorhyy if you judge of 
it, afid obey not authority^ but your own frail 
judgment ; you fet up private judgment^ which juft 
now you owned, led io atheljrn 7in^ infidelity : bo 
confident, renounce your rcafon, difbelieve your 
fenfes, pay an implicit deference to your fpirituat 
guides, return to the hof&m of your holy mother thi 
churchy who ftrefches out her arms to embrace 
you I return to the paps that gave youfucky and 
from which you have fo long gone aftray ; and 
have nothing to do with thofe blind guides, which 
l>avte mifled you, without forfaking the principles^, 
on which we would reftore you. You may ima-» 
gine how efFeftual thefe reafoningi would piovo 
if we' had but a fair opportunity^ and power ^ 
tb fupport us, which wc do not defpair of having 
flbortly, if wc take the right methods to bring it 
about, • 

. The people of England zre indeed knowing and 
inquifitive to a certain degree, but yet may be led 
UindfMj if you will but take care to blind them 
by infenfible fleps. But your wzy of Hinding them» 
ky iptning tbfir ^eSj will never do it. Your mi/- 

tek^ 
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iah is owing to that lively imapnathn you are of« 
ten le(i away with :' you fancy the light of human 
reafon^ like /^^/ of the yL//, puts out the cyesf 
that ftare at ic : you imagine that liberty^ like 
meat zuddrinky furfeits thofe who take it in grec-. 
diiv. You are vadly out 5 for the pretended light 
o^. human renfon'xs ofihAt fort, that the more abun- 
dantly .it flows in upon ine mind, the more clearl'/ 
the mind imagines, th^i it fees and difcerns things ; 
the more you devour airJ drink in of liberty^ the 
more Hill yourviiious apfcilte craves of it ; the more 
you have taken in of it, the better it rclifhes, your 
eagernefs after it is the keener, and you become 
the more uneafy and impatient without it. 

You may fancy, as long you pieafe, that you 
IhstJl wean them effeSfiially front a fondnefs for their 
private jwlgmenty ' by indulging ^ by fcedivgy by 
driving it to wantonnefs and exccfs: bJt you will 
feci at hft, that you nourifh up a Monfter, thac 
will grow to© ftrong for you to tame;, that will 
of it fclf, whenever in the leaff encouraged, never 
fail of running into the greatefl: wantonnefs a;nd 
iKcefs. WiU difpoffefftng people oi prejudices ^ giv« ' ^ 
them thofe that we dclire to poffefs them with i 
WiWJilling them with fcorn for what is fettled^ men^ 
fy hecaufe it isjettled^tczch them to fubmit implicitly 

to what is/^///fJamongft us f and if you cannot ' 
do that, you do us no fervice . Will your expati" 
ating on tbefrud^^ of following the dilates efaru's . ' 
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wwn reafon^ induce people to give up tbeir rgajin' 
to us, and come under ihejiaveryy you know, we 
Want to bring on them ? will encouraging all men in 
gemral^ ofvfhat denpmination foevery to revolt from 
ikeir churches j as having no authority to impofe terms^ 
af communion^ bring them to a fuhrmjpon to our 
authority and impofttions ? or will it not rather 
incite thofe, who are alr,eady in fubje^ion'io us, 
to revolt from us ? will exhortivg every man to 
ihufe a religion for himfelfy to reject all atttbority^ 
in matters Jpiritualy and. to be their own judges^ and* 
their own guides, make any of them chufe ours ;. 
"which forbids all choice, claims abfolute authority.- 
in fpiriiualsy and conftitutes o«r holy church thc- 
only judge, and guide ? thefe imaginations are fO' 
weak, that had we not fccn them under your hand,, 
we could not have believed you capable of them ; 
nay, flill we ar£ almoft tempted to fufpedl that, 
fome enemy of yours has forged this account for 
you. If thefe are your real thoughts, you are,. 
what you fay of others, a. knight errantin reRgion, 
4nd not the wife and faithful mij^onary. vfcioo\iyo\h 

for. 

What you fay ne^ct of the divijions and fuh* 
diviftons of protejiants, is right in it felf, but is- 
quite wrong, as you feem to underftand it. The 
only diviftonr^mong^protejlants, that makes way 
for us, is fuch a divifton as makes them quarrel 
^ongft tbemfclves, and deAioy one another. 

The. 
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The onl/ zw//y amongft /i/w, that is any wajr 
dangerous^to us, it fuch a /^^/'/y,. as uiiites thtir 
hearts in mutual lov^ and forbearance* EyerV 
Qihtr (oxtoi divifton^ is but an apparent divl/ion'^' 
wholly ufelcfs to our bufinefs ; and every other 
fort of T/TiAy, wiiatever it may be to them, is of 
rw importance at all to us. And therefore whilft' 
you are allowing, and crying i.p the rigfjt ofpri^ 
vate jii^fment'^ of following ones own cortfcience 
and running down perfecution on account of coH'^ 
fcierue 9 as you are putting an argument in the 
mouths of our ^«^ot/Vj againft us, who do adually 
deny the one^ and p.ra£lice the other : fo you are 
likewife encouraging only fuch a divifion among 
protejiantsi as is of no manner of fervia to our 
caufe^ arid at the fame time, eftablifliing that- 
tmion amongft iheniy which alone ruins it. 

Take care therefore, dear father, that in-- 
ftead of effeSing the fo long defired^ fo often in^ 
vain attempted^ recovery of thefe iflands^ you d6 
not, by the WW methods yon have taken, work- 
more invainy than all that have gone before you y 
nay, take care that you do not make us loft ag'ain, 
all the progrcfs we have already made toward^It y 
that you do not unfaften all the holds we yet 
keep, and by which we hope at length to draw 
ihemhzok to i\it unity of our holy church j ihtt 
you do not offend all our bejl friends^ as, we per-^ 
ceive, you have already offended ono of them 5 
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t)iat, in fine» you do not give a helping-hand K> 
^terminate all the remnants of our doGrines a- 
Qi^ongjft themt and to remove all ground for us to 
work upon for the future. 

You fay you are not zprotejlant in the bad fenfe,. 
^ut fl prete/ier again/} ihofe that pr^tified againft us-- 
Sut, pray father, in what /^Wi have you /r^/^^^i 
againft them ? has it not been in tbofey in which 
you fay they have not enough departed frooi us j^ 
has it not been in thofe points, that you have in- 
veighed ag;ainft Martin Luther and Calvin^ thofc 
ceryphees of the pretended reformed religion ? and da 
you think, that the way to bring the peoplt of 
England back to us, is to make them our more 
invetera^te enemies, and to teach them to abhor 
every thing as it approaches to what we efpoufe, 
and as it refembles the fpirit that reigns amongft 
u& ? this is indeed a quite difftrent method 
from all that we ever put in pra£lice\ and you 
are, what your patron, as you call him, fays 
of you, a Jefuit, in all refpe^lsy as unlike all 
other Jcfui ts> ai any proteftants in the world 
can be ^ but only you do us infinitely more 
injury, than any of them were ever capable of 
doing. 

What you have faid in your refleSiions on the 
Roman catbolicsy far from casing a miji before the 

eyei 
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iyis of cur adv$rfariesy has difperfed dWthofi thafii 
we had ca/l before them. TilctSLiyy and opened thenv 
more than ever againft us.. You have certainly 
ixc£ededthe bounds ofhiibolinefs's d'tfpenfation^vii\ittk. 
you have contradidied every end of your mijjion^ 
and have made us appear more odious^ and which, 
is worfe^ more cmtemptihU than ever, to thofe,. 
to whom you were to have fbewn us in all our. 
bettutifulleft colours* What if you have dropt fome 
joftening exprejjiom for your particular ^r/Vw^j ; you 
have reprefented our body^ and our dejigns^ asr 
terribUy and our inJiruSlion as defpicable ; by^ 
which good chamber ^ you have done what in yon 
lies, to rob us of what we prize more than every 
other privilege^ the education of the youth. Yon 
have leflened no one's averjion to us as a body '^ 
but you have found a way to add to it a contempt 
for our learning. The averjion^ you fancy you 
haVe /r/7/i{/irr/i/ from us, and />^^ on others, has 
fallen only on tbofe^ who, whatever you think,^ 
we a/Ture you, arc our be/l friends^ and our great-^ 
ejljlrength. 

We remember too well, that our caufe mi fear-' 
tiid thirty years agOj through the unanimity of tht 
heretics ; and therefore to prevent this for the fu- 
ture, you teach them to be unanimous^ notwith- 
ftanding, their different apprebenfionsy in points of 

do6lriney^ 
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d9ffrinii and' certmuiis §f timjhip ; you teacK' 
them to tolerate one aAotber, and to join againft 
IL% th«!t common enemj. Extellent advice \ 
eXceHenC guard for Os !' what you tell ui of the 
diffintersy far from being go9d news^ gi/es us a 
worfc profpefi than ever. If the prtfiyUrims'Qzxi 
Rimely hear Cahhy and fomeof their oymfynHk^. 
tlirned into contempt,, they have left that happj' 
fiiffnefs they ufed to have, and which gave us fo 
great advantagi", and they now adhere only to- 
things^ which we never gain any good by meddling 
with. We cannot expcS, whilft they keep this 
temper^ to fee them bite at that taiij which in- 
deed we fa w them rejeft thirty years ago; We 
ibean, the pr9mft we offered them \ofidvtrt only 
Ae church of England. We plainly fee they defire 
only to have a compleat toleration \ and if a certain 
till pafles, (which our emtjfortei inform us is now 
in agitation^ and which we have ordered them to • 
tapofe, and exclaim againft with all their force,) 
we do not queftion, but they will join powerfully 
in every thing againft ui, and redouble tht/ora 
of the heretical party in England: and this is the 
lii/ which you have been promoting, with all your 
deep and itfiatA politics. 

You boaft much of your artifke^ in getting into 
the family of a lijhvp * of the dmrcb of England ; 

and 
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and you feem fo wtidc as to'fancy, that you over- - 
reach that Bi(hop9 and make him optraii to bring 
zhout yovx ends. Here really we pity you« D^' 
you imagine yourfelf able to deal wkh the^rAi^y?,, 
and able/t^ enemy ^ that vf^ tvtf hiixn England fJ 
will he^ who has* not, like others^ pruned only 
fome oioMtfuperfluitieSy which we would gladly - 
part with, if we could do it with honour^ ; , but baa 
cixt away, our very faundatiem^ and renmved al* 
moft every reoty by which we hoped to revive^, 
and fpring up again in that coimtryy\ will he, do^;^ 
3WU think, be caught by your little traps ht hinix?' 
No— he wilt make ufe of 3rou to ruin us entirely ; . 
and, whenever he difcovers you to be, what yotfti 
are, will difcard and defpife you : nay, we fear 
if ite has not already done it, (which heaven a- 
vert !) will inveigle you into A/>^/jr, andmakr 
you zsjinc'ert an enemy to us, as you are now a real: 
oned. 

Arethefe your triumphs 4ot the Jpeu/e of Chri/t ?' 
Is this breaking the betvs of the ungodly^io make 
them twice zs ftrongzs before? h this turning the 
poi/on ofhertfy f its own amidete^ to give fuch a 
diuble dofexA % ^ makes it have a double effeit?' 
we hope yonx patron^ as you call him, will never, 
be able to fcreenym from i^^fufpidonofinJimerUy. . 
Your fmcerity does us more nifihiify than your/ 
infimerity^ even to U8| could dOr Weihould re* 

joice.' 
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joice at your Difcovery^ (bating the private Uh it 
would make you Ajfrer,) as // would make your in* 
juries to \\z\th ejfi^ual^ and difcredit fuch me* 
fhodi for the future. .We hope Dr. Snapi will 
fuccecd in his InveSives againft you. And if 
you fitouUi fjjppofc, we had fent him over the 
Utt4r he publifV.ed, ycu would have no reafon 
to accufe us, as tranfgreffing cither the rules of 
politicSy or honefly^ after what we have fufFcred 
through yoiu" heat^ (and we muft call it by its 
true name,) folk : we judge ilie beA of you. 

You have indeed done us mighty y^rv/V/, in ob» 
taining, that your enemies (ball be ftigniatifed^ as 
- iurSf ' and as enemies to a government^ that \t our 
grtatejl enemy 5 and that under thefe chara£iers^ 
all our very good friends^ and allies y (ball pafs as 
odious J and infamous to the world. 

In order to perfuade us of the efficacy cf your 
new method of convertings you tell us of two 

' dbSfrines of ours^ that you have had the pleafurc 
to fee prevail in England^ by being taught by 

• thofe, whofe political notions were of the eurrent 
Jiamp ; and of another^ that you fancy makes 
way for the recovery di our rights and power. 
We mud tell you, what we thought you knew, 
that thefc tvio doSirinss you mention, of the 
love ofGody and of prayer^ firft, arc not fuch as 
we teach ; (though wc are glad that they are reprc- 
icQted as fuch by that arch-heretic bifhop's 

enemies 
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ift'emits^ add rejoice Co fufFer this fmall mark of 
infamy J they are pleafed to fet on all that ap- 
proach to usj as long as we have the f lea fur t ta 
fee infixed upon bim:) but if they were, it very 
liule imports us, who care for thofe do^riner 
no otherwife, than as it concerns our honour to 
maintain, what we have once unluckily efpoufed. 

The other dolfrine which, you fay, makes 
way for- the nflmng our rights and power ^ hap- 
pens to do the very contrary. For, firft, in the 
dijputes amongft them, we know, (for we have 
feen moft of what has been written on thokfuh* 
je£fs^) that the power of the church to infli<El tem^ 
poral punijhmentf in matters of religion and con^ 
fcience^ is utterly denied : and then, when the 
difpute is rediiced to affirming x}cit{t powers o# 
the civil magiflrate^ that is denied tbo, by the 
hifiop's fide. And the reafon given is, (an ad- 
mirable one for us !) becaufe no man being ii9« 
fallible^ no one can beproperto.be TLJudge^ or 
a governour over the confciences of others. And 
then the debate turns into a private wrangtlh^ 
whether a dean ^, who fometime ago affirmed 
this, affirmed it only of the fpiritual powers^ or 
of the temporal powers alfb j which he denies^, 
and every body elfe affirms^ Now, what ad-^ 

vantage^ 



• Dr. Shsriock, then Dean of Chictefler, Ute Biflio^ of ^mk 



1 ■ 



378 A Cordial f$r L6w S?iw 

vantage are we to reap from all thU ? , • th« 
contrary^ we feat, the greatcft difad^antagn 
from it. For, firft, oixt Infallibilitfi^ \'^f*^ 
on all baixis; upon this 2l\\ pwoer in t^ . . : -c 
osti c$nfciimis\% eSeduallytgivefi vp: • .«' bf» 
i^ntifi letanains, what powir the civil k*. ..j.rate^ 
has. If he is denied to have any» then all 
p0Wir over conftiena is gone ; which we cannot 
conceive to be a proper method of reftoring it 
to us. Befides, you kopw, it is the piwer of 
the eivil magijirate^ that we muft Jkpport in 
thefe cafii \ for the church inflii^s none b'lK/pi-- 
titual punijbmentfi which, psople are now jrowa 
to hardei;ied againft the church pnuir^ as e^f 
lo bear. "We only declare the btntic^ and 
deliver him to the feculkr arm, whom we re^ 
quire to be the ixecutiomr of our vengeance^ If 
therefore the fecular arm is not to initfpofi in 
matters of can/cience. He is not any more to 
•xecute our fentina ; and all the thunder of our 
tenfares will fall to the ground, harmlefs and 
tmregarded^ 

All thefe do<^rines you boaft of, as great 
vi^oriesj do in reality confpire to our ruin: The 
puigijirate deprived of the right of punijhing mpx 
en the account of confcience, becomes ufelefi io o\xc 
purpofes ; ?nd all our authority is left without any 
ferce^ or effe^ : teaching men to exprefs their 
Ifi^e tp. Qpdi hy keeping his commandments only, is 

teacbio|^ 
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tc^P^ ihem to obfcrvc too nicely what his cwtm^ 
msndn^ff ^re ; and will accuftom them infenfibly 
^,« .TCiiib, ^^^^^ under the notion of the com* 
fcf -w»i,,7?ft of fnen : rccommcndkig, what they 
liul'- ^^^^^calm and rational way of prayings will 
dep^^?% all that rapturous devotioHy raifcd by 
the giciminefi and auguftnefi of our churthess, 
by the y^ y&«»^/ of our mujicy by the ^wsr^ and 
lufire Af our glittering veftments^ o( our mA^ 
atiind'^'lmagesy and etier burning lamps before 
' tliem ;^ which, tho* We do not require it f^ 
ftrifff^ of our fettled voiarits^ yet we find of 
infinSe benefit in gaining ^^i^/zj to us. And 
yet thefe' things you negledt : you cry down 
tht moft ufcfu! power of the fecuiar arm ; and, 
' extol a clofe regard to the commmimintttf G«?,, 
«nd a fpiritualy and ratknal fervkt^ which caiit 
never pofliWy be of any advantage to otir caufe. 

Be not conterne'djyjjf^r, that you (houfd be lefit 

alone in fo great a miffion : we have mffionceries e* 

nough befide* You ; and many more that* we m^ 

call our mijjionariss^ becaufe they f^erve our caofi^ 

<as iff equally y though not with fo ment^icufzn in^ 

' tention^ as they do. But you may be fure, whilft you, 

' oppofe ihcfe latter J as hitherto you have doncy we 

Ihalf take care, that none of tht former^ ftall open> 

ihemfehes to you. We fliall give you farther r^ft- 

fons, when we have done with all the particel^s. 

of j-our leUer ; we are glad to hear that your\^-. 
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tyr is exhaufted, fince it fe]i heavied upon ui an<f 

9ur heji friends : we wilh it had been much fooner 

ipent,. 

liut to come to your concluGon, which dif- 

pjeafes us no icfs than the reft of your leiur f 

you give us a fpecimen of the liberty you have 

taken^ (and indeed a very great one you have 

taken with us^) which almoft forces u.s Co look 

upon you,. jk> longer as one of ourfelves^ but as 

the rankeji pr^teftant that ever the Nartbern he- 

refy corrupted.. You inform us of the ufc of 

'.the exprefHon protestant popery, by 

improving which pretty aniithefts^ you think 

you have done us unmenfey^rt'/Vf. But we muft 

tell you* nothing could do us a greater injury. 

That. very Wfird\i2A eittbarrafied us more than 

.any thing \ and the only way that is now left 

for us, is to do whatever we can to hinder the 

.people from underftanding // : but your wifdom 

• thought proper, to ^<?r^^Artf/i it, and explain it 

inore.fuiiy. Did not you fee that the end of 

ufing that exprejjion^ was to make fomething moie 

odious^ by fhewing how much it approached to 

popery \ to render fomething more ridiculous, by 

ihewing how it mixed Popijh preceedings^ with 

proieftant principles ? And yet you could not be 

at reft I till you had embelKfbed upon it, in a 

marginal note^ and fairly warned ihe wrld^ ef 

$ur fpirit of domineer ing^ ofimpofiure^ of animQ'^ 



jf CoRt J AL for how Spirits. 381 

Jfty^ of perfecution^ &c. M^hich, you very pru- 
deniiy fay the prouftants condemn with juftice ; 
and make it'thoir reproacby that/A<fy Imiute u^ 
in' it \ and wticb, yott add, is itll that is mcft ct 
liVaj,.' apiongft ' us : and then, for a finifliing 
ftroke you fubjoin, what is worft of. ail, that 
Ms isy in yvur ; opinion^ +HEONLY IKSUP- 

PORTABXi THING IN POP£RV, which in 

$tirs is, tia onsfy thing that can fupport it, 

Thefe thihgs arb far froni perfuading/us that 
you are h fincer^ly attached to our inter eft ^ as 
you would have us think; or, if you are ordrs 
ftill, they convince us, that you are, at leafl 
whiKt you perfift in this new method, in no ca* 
pa city at all of promoting it. 

But we have other reafons to fear the wprflj 
of you : not your own account of your own con^i^ 
duH^ which is bad enough ; not your puhlit, 
vindication of yOurfelf, which is worfe : but 
the certain informations o^ our mijjionariesy whoft> 
we ordered 10 watch you narrowly, upoit ypMit 
neglefting, for {6 long a time as you have been 
gone from usj to give us any account of your, 
proceedings, and upon the reports we heard from 
other handsy of your odd behavioury and your 
refervednefs to thofe, with whom you (hould have 
been the moft free in communicatinrgyourfelf, and 
concerxing affairs with them. 

Af 
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As for joux negled of tranfmhting'iccaaMi 
t)f what paft, to \is, you woutd excufe yonrfet 
xm the want rfafafi eofmpinci ; which we nerer 
yet beard any of our miffivnaifus compiaiii of) 
and wlu€Ji we are the more fliodced at bom a 
man of your tAiSties. 

At to your nferviimfs^ and your odier Ai&h 
i)Uur^ we do not feewhat you can find to fsqr fai 
juftificatton of it ; efpecialiy when we let you 
know that we have been wdil infoaned, thai in 
your letUr to my Lord Gurg^ Ibward^ theob- 
je£tions againft our church were coudted in the 
Jtrongtft Urms ; that you had almoft perverted 
that good lord ; and, as far as ire can judge, real* 
ly defigned to do it. You may guefs whediet 
that Englijh gentleman whom you a9W>ntBd» and 
laughed at in my lonts heufi^ and at the coffee* 
heufe^ took it very well ; or coidd think you a 
%rue friend to our caufe^ when he both heard 
your converfation^ which you imagined he did 
liot underfiand^ and faw your ietter f\x\\ of ex* 
p'iffionsy as all your other late woris are^ ik oa- 
ly for the mouth of the vileft heretic. 

Did you only fiem to argue againft oar 
churchy when you met two of our fathers^ on 
Account of two young gintlewomen^ who. were 
become converts to m ; and fo puzxled them on 
&e fubjecl of church nutherity^ that they pro<> 
:.. teft> 
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tedft tjiey ncvec y^ere fo coofptmded in their 
lives? 

Tou feCf -that we have mt been without ^iV 
tij;x)9 you, liowever you have fought to conceal 
youiff If from ua. We could tell yaumany other 
particulars of your priijaU tMdu&y that are 
«s difplej^ng to vs, as tbefe ; but we fpare you 
nowt in Itopet of yo^r amn4^mnu 

You know very well^, that we never allow any 
one, thai Jft already ^irit tobeloft^ for the car^ 
rjing Qtkfcbimes oi imaginary €onquefts. 

Whilft fuch is your condud, we rejoice at 
every abufe you fuSer. We value at a high 
rate, the fervioe which Drt Snapi^ and thofe o- 
thers that follow his exampUf have done us i 
(though, to tell you the truth, we cannot muck 
efteem their perfons i) both, as we hope it will 
ferve to reclaim you, and convince you of the 
fruitkfmfs of that way of precading ; toA as wt 
cannot doubt, but that, if you are at all wavering 
in your attachment to us, it will fully refettleyou^ 
by Ibewing you what ufage you are to expeA st 
their bandsy if you fhould become enr of them» 
and what tbanh you are like to get for fuch a 
piiu €ftriachny to us. 

Another plea/ure this ufagf, th^t you haw 

^met with, gives us, when we relief; on it, it, 

Aat it mdll effedusdly put a flop to all oMVit-^ 

fwtufrnn m^ as you call them. They have that 

notion 
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notion here of the bartarities you have f^iStrti^ 

that every body feems to ftartle at the thougirt 

of going over to fuch a cduntry. You may be 

furc we tjioggerati every inftance of your /r/rf- 

'mnt; though indeed it has an appearance of being 

So cruely and inboJ^itabU^ (hat it does not ftand 

in need of much more, than being barely told : 

and that we never fail to do, both to 'our own 

'£levesy and whcrc-ever we go. We make them 

4)eiieve, (hat -the whole church of Engldnd is en- 

gaged in that behavi^ur^ which indeed the dk" 

tor, and his fritnis are only obliged to anfwer 

for. We tell them, that all the angct againft 

you, arlfes for your %tal againft us^ and be- 

fcaufe yoxx difftr tiio widely from us ; (for every 

one here is not let into the fecret of your mi/' 

Jion,) We rcprefent to them, how willingly and 

readily the church of England would re-unite 

■with us, if it were not for Tome few •dd and 

Jingular Chriftians that difturb every thing. We 

jrepcat to them paffages out of Dr. Snape. We 

Aew them, that he pcrfcdily agrees with us, in 

obliging rticn to submit to the yet unex'- 

AMINED DECISIONS OF THE CHTJECH ; ih 

maintaining the right, to terrify akd keep 

'iN AWE MEK 11/ THEIR RELIGIOUS CAPACI- 
TY ; which you know, arc the darling temis oT 
our church. We make them believe, ' thit alf the 

churA 
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ihurcb of England receive thefe things joyfullft 
and With approbation : that they are oppofed by 
none, but thofe ^id andfingular ChriftianSy who 
are looked upon as the very worft of biretics and 
fibifmatics for their pains ; and are called pref^ 
iyiifiansj and fanatics^ and every thing that is 
nioft $diouSi on that account. 

Now we own, that is not flridly true ; we 
know thefe dc^rines^aive contrary to the founda^ 
Hon of that church of England ; which ftands on 
the fight of rcfufing to fubmit to the decijions of 
our churchy to which they were then fubje^ ; 
and on the denial of our rigbty to terrify and 
keep in awe men in their religious capacity ; which 
if we had not then^ it is very impudent in them 
to pretend to now : yet, though we know all this, 
and that many able men in England oppofe thefe 
notions for that very reafon^ and fee the confe^ 
quences of them diftindliy ; though we know the 
do^rines of their church are direAly in words op- 
polite to thefe^ however in rules of praSiice they 
may contradi£t themfelves : though we know alf 
this perfcftly, yet we find mifreprefentation di 
this fort is of fuch infinite benefit to our caufe, 
that, in this cafe, we make ufe of our known' 
arts, to diflinguifh or confound, to fpeak 
truth or falfbood, and to do good or evil, as 
the tntereft of holy church (hall require. (One 
would think, fome amongft you had jufl the fatne 

Vol. I. S difpenfation^ 
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difpenfatUn^ that we have ; for they feem to us 
to take juft the fame liberties, ) 

We found fome of our own youth, apd tpaxij^ 
others heroy in a very waveriag difp^fui^^ th^ 
we were afraid would have led them crols the 
fea, before we were aware of it ; but theft hei^^ 
py accounts from England feem to have entirely 
altered tt^cir defigns^ and to have tied them to 
us firmer than- ever. Th* reception you have 
found in England^ and the Jlcries we f^IT theoiK. 
4lf thzt. country f which tiey with you hsivc been Qy 
kind as to give us admLr4hle appearances to f^pport^ 
frighten them from all thoughts of going over to a 
churchy that tkey think is coming over to them ; 
and that feems enraged at all that come over to 
what it was at firft, an^ what, on its erroneous 
principles^ it fiiould fiill be. 

You muft know, that no otie here^ but a- 
mong ourfelves, fufpe^Sb in the leaft your change 
of religion. They look on you, and talk of you,. 
a3 the rankeji Huguenot \ we hope without rea* 
fon. Though really, if you are ftill ours^ as you 
profcfs yourfelf to us, you have a^ed your part 
moft perfefUy j and the reallefl convert from us^ 
as your patron loves to call them, could not pof* 
fibly have given more evident marks of his 
change : demonftrations we may call' them i for 
they almoft deceive us, to whom you p^oteft 
the contrary \ to fuch a degree, that, notwith- 

{landing 
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(landing our good opinion of you, we can fearce 
bring ourfclyes to believe your words s^ainft 
your anions. If your enemies in England abufe 
you, becaufe they queftion the ^;^m/)[ of your 
change, you cannot but laugh at their flupidU 
tyt for they can have no ground for fuch a fufi* 
piei&ty not knowing your hearty as we do : if 
they ufe you fo, becaufe they are angry at 
you for it, which appears moft probable ta us $ 
we are all vaftly obliged to them, and concctte 
great bipes of them ; and when it is time to open 
yourfelf, you ought to thank them extremely 
for it. 

There is another advantage^ of which you 
have been the accidental accafion^ and which file 
ihould have heartily tlianked you for, if xyoa 
had not laid us under much greater di/adia^ 
tages another way ; that is, youi* ivrittngs^ and 
your living with that arch-heretic bijkep^ hvm 
^driven his antagenffls to fall, in defeme of th^mi* 
fetves, into all o\xr mo&^ehved.do^inesj.SLs wp 
tia^e fhewn you before ; and by that meaas, 
when they (hall have deftroyed all the' /to^/xo^ 
frotiflantifm^ lay themfelve^ open to bo ati eaff 
prey to us, and render our cmquejl over elfe'm 
'^tvj natiwal sldA pra^icakk. It wiH be always 
in o^t fewer ^ when the proper time xiomc^^stm 
^stpofe and vilify tbem in the eyes oS ch€ir< oiwk 
peefUf by ihewing evidently, that on the pMm>> 

S a "^ ciplfs 
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€iples they own, their fchlfm is altogether left 
iwjuftifiahle \ that they are felf-c9ndemnid\ ^iai 
that if they do hot return into the bofom of the 
catholic churchy it muft be owing to their pri» 
^ate inter eft y which makes them contradict thetr 
owR concejfiom. And if they ever ofFer to complain 
of us, when we get power into our hands, for 
terrifying them^ and keeping them in envey we fludl 
be able to appeal to their own declarationsy whe* 
iher thej do not juftify u$ ; and tell their people, 
that it is plain, they would have aiTumed to 
ihemfelves, what tliey unjufily deny to others. 

Thefe things we would have allowed yx>u to 
:itMke merry with in private, had you been as cau- 
iiousy as you (hould have been in other points ; 
and we affiire you, we make ourfelves very emr' 
ty here with ^efe things : we heartily contemii 
thofe ioeb that promote only oiir int^rtfts^ with- 
out knowing) or intending it ; and we only wiA 
to get them to throw themfelves into our bands, 
/as they certainly will, if you let them alone,} 
that we may thoroughly indult them for their 
foUy and impudence. 

You fee, fathery we do not hide our pbUga* 
item to you, where you have done us fervice ; 
hut are free to own them : fo, the itguries yon 
have done us by your conduSf far outwei^ing 
ibemy we muft be as free with you, on that 

head. 

You 
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You have aoUd your party w« confefs, very 
-toaturally : but then you have over-a6ted it, (we 
mean, if you are Hill fmcere to us,} and have 
fallen in the errbVy that over^m'tijicM people of* 
ten falJ into, of ftraining cunning fo far, that it 
•comes to ht folly ^ aild has all the effc6it of if. 

This has been your failing, v^'hilft you expo* 
fed them who were fomething Vike us^ for being 
Jiie.tiSy you at bottonfi exppfed u?, as thofe 
whom k was a (hame to refemble. Whilft ypa 
turn into ridicule the authority of the church 
in matters of amfcience^ and the right of profe* 
iuting boTitics on that account, and the obli* 
gation of the cvoU powers to exterminate with 
fire and fword, whomfoever we declare to b» 
fo ; you alienate the minds of men from what 
we cannot fubfift without. When you tranflated 
a litter t^ bis holinefs *, you tranflated the ptece^ 
that, of all that ever were pubFiihed againft us 
tn England^ did us the greateft diffirvice* A 
piicij that ridiculed every pretence among the 
frotejiant churches^ that countenances ours i all 
the myfierieSy all the ceremonies^ all the invent!"^ 
onsy all the party notions^ and zeal againft difi 
firttersy and all the profecutiom of them $ in fhort, 
tvery thing that bears any image of our ebu^cb^ 

» ' • ■ . ■ »v 

■. » * 

* Sra Biihtp Hoadlft letter to the pope^ prefixed to Sir. Jt/» 
t^rd Steele* % account of the Roman catlioUc rcli^on,. 
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that gives lu any advantage over them^ any 
hopes of reclaiming them : that ridicules all our 
left friends^ and helpers in the caufe : that re- 
commends a unity J and charitable toleration a« 
mongft proteftants^ which will always be moft 
fatal to us : that cries up the charaSier of a 
KING, whom we dread above all things, both 
on account of his pirfonal virtues, that at the 
bottom we cannot deny, or at lead cannot piie* 
vail upon people to believe us, when we ^o^ and 
en account of his power and influence, that, we 
ice with grief, grows every day greater, both 
at home and abroad 5 and, laflly, which, alarmt 
IIS more than any thing befides, is lik^to roufe 
^our univerfties^ out c^ the i^norana, they 
weire happUy buried in, and which we are well 
informed was encreafing very faft among them, 
into fuch a fort of learning, as is always moft 
ierrUfkf and pernicious, to our defigns. And 
then j^our pr^etce and poflfcript to this odioui 
piece, was every thing that could be bad agalnft 
lis : and what we cannot explain to ourfelves, 
without fuppoling you the hafefi betrayer of us, 
or the weahjl man alive. 

Tht hxppy ignorance SLnd Jiupidiiy, that, not 
^priithout our helping hand, was fpreading itfelf 
i|U over England, took its rife from the univer" 
Jlties, (where, we aflure you, we have no fmall 
p^wer,), th^c fountains of iguorani karmng^ 

have 
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bavc been difturbed by yQu^ and thofe uhofe par-^ 
iy you have erpouied : that mift', which we had 
taken fuch pains to raife, and under covert of 
which, we hoped fhortly to have furprizcd-them, 
we now fee almoft difpelled by one of our own 
favourite mijjionaries^ and his fncnds, A fpirijt 
of enquiry^ a moft dangerous fpirit feems to ftart 
up every where 5 even in the univerjities them-r 
felves, where we thought ouifelves moft fecure. 
If it cannot be hnmediaiely fuppreft, we muft 
hope for .no fruits from our labours there 5 nor 
lofe our time any longer upon {o "hopekfs a 
foil : fxx you may depend upon it, as faft as it 
gaiQS ground^ me 4ha\\ lofe it. If that Jpirii be 
indulged ever fo little at firft, it foon grows out 
of the power of man to reftrain /*/ ; and, as we 
told you before, runs to that wantonnefs and ex^ 
cefs^ that nothing upon earth can ever go?ern rtt 
darknefs is our only hope'^ if men think they 
fee their way, they will not accej^t of guides to 
fliew it them ; and efpecially fuch guides^ as W 
pretend to be, that muft hKndly be follo^edy x^ 
not at all. - ■ '^ 

Darknefs is of fuch ufe to us in nUghuyATk W^ 
have introduced it even intixour mat »ial cbitriSn.f. 
and 11 is inexpreffible^ what a my/tiriotn tfwe th# 
dim reUgious light of our tapers cdls upoti ^u^ 
people; what a;facred huitpi they ^el^witblm 
ihc&ifeWes^or U5» wto zrtmimfiert of tbo(t'i^ 

■ S 4 ff 
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ly pUcis I how it makes them afraid of e^arKin^ 
u)g too nicely into the nacles, which we deliver 
from our facred caverns ; how the glittering- of 
our vtjfiti^ and habits^ dazzks their e)esi and 
makes them fee every thing, as we inilni£^ them 
to fee it ; in £ne, how. obedient they are to 
what we, who keep them every where fo in the 
dar^^ command them; Encourage therefore a 
Jari fubmiffiin in every thing to the inifms 6f 
the Aurch : this can never be driven to waMw* 
nefs^ and excefs \ for the lefs you allow them to 
fie^ the more ftilT they defire to be hHnded. But 
kgbt and ckarnefi deftroy us ; and immediately 
make people fancy themfdves as tvife^ and- us 
ypiik-figbted as vh are. 

Tbeie, you^ wholiave lived fo long with ti^j 
muft know to be our confhmt maxims : ' and 
what Noughts can we have of you, to fee yoti 
wEt in every point the direA contrary to them i 

The evii J^rit you and your friends have raifed 
beyond fea, does not ftop there, which we could 
the more eafily bear : but begins' to reach us here 
in France^ and is like to raviOi from us, not only 
tbe hopes of farther conquefts^ but even the quiet 
fojiffim of what we already enjoy. They begin 
even here, taking example from the bereticsy to 
afiiime the ^udacioujnefs of queftioning fome of 
tbe moft facred deafions^ and myfieries^ cf our 
chtatk^ Some bave the infolence to pretend to 

read 
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?ead the Jiriptttris withoitt oor leave'; and, which 
is wor>|e, tojiidge fotihtmfQhfcs the fen/g of tlnunx 
If they would lee us sxpUirrit to therii^ and wouM 
zlway 6 /nbrnit to Q\xr explanatums^ as you -fee ^.a^ 
ny heretics do to the coryphees of their churches' \ 
we could bear It with Icfs regret :■ we could iell 
ibem, as thofe do their people, that we adhere to 
the fcriptures J that we give them the true meaning 
2Xyi t4iiding of it, that we admit themto be the 
rule ff faith ; but that we underfiand /i&fjn bdttet 
than they can ; that their educatian^ ani. wcmt of 
teaming makes them incapable offuchyiucXes ; Ast 
much time'Znd' great abilities are requifite for fucik 
zfearch\ that thereibre, en attendant^ they ha4 
'better /tf// our word^ till they, have examined^ 
(which yet we would perfuadc them, they rcswv 
never do,) and fubmit entirely to oxja . explications j 
god as yet unexamined decijions. . But eyeo. in thi» 
way there ia danger, as you fee by the; ^xainple^faC 
Ae proteftants, who will, not be kept in^ by fuck 
fiteciwi .profejjions of their mqftersy wh«n once 
they are. allowed the fight of thofe J^moAwi 
boeksm . ' .V. 'jiiT 

However^ aa that feemng liberty zt^ re^ Jb^i 
very js contrary to the principlei of frot^ft^mti/imit 
and is a nearer approach toyes^ ypa flioiiid^fi^^ 
have oppoied it,, or ridiculed U ; but (hpi^.bavc^ 
loin^io extolling the great good mffWhjtnd ^«^ 
defcgnfyn Qi{\XQlialkwances^ . .. v. *,- iit 
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But you on the contrary have flood up, not 
only for opctfing the fcriptures to the peoplcy 
but even- for their underjtandingy and explaining 
it for themfelves ; which we can never permit^or 
bear. 

What hopes can we have of you, when we fee 
you have done us this greateft of all mifchiefs I 
Had yoii to do with abfolute idiots^ your metbod 
might poi&bly h^ist fuccefs: But as you own the 
people of England are inqutfitive^ how could you 
bope for any by fuch means f 

How much wifer^ and more agreeable to our 
fraSfice^ would it have been, to have laid hold 
qn the faireft opportunity that ever yet offered it- 
felf to U8 f When at the accejfton of this prefent 
King^ you &s^ went over to England j when you 
faw all the people fet againft hiniy flocking after 
Sacheverell^ and the reft of his enemies % when 
the word church was made ufe of, with fuchyir^- 
fefs^ to inflame the fpirits of the giddy moh ; when 
you faw every thing working toward the rebel' 
Hon ih9i afterward broke out too fcon^ when 
you faw the Englijh bear the view of a p9^Jh 
prince with patience^ and even xuijb for him with 
€agemejs\ when popery was grown Icfe virm, 
and almcft familiar to many ; when a great par^ 
ty in the Englijk clergy y were preaching up the 
very do£frines we delight in, of unint^rrupt4d fitc^ 
iejfm^x of mthoritativi QbfotuUonsy and btmA^' 
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stts^ ef the great powiri of iht fpirihiai prifices of 
ehfc churchy as we ^^)& love to call them : when 
every thing thui made the way cafy before you y 
how much greater a cQndu(f\ and how much liker 
to thatxA a mfjfionary ofoms^ had you (hewn, if 
you had joined with them^ and helped them to 
Mow up thts Jfame, that was already kindled to 
your hands -, than obflinately to have taken a 
n^fo courfe of your own,^ and ob(lru£ted all thcfe 
Vaft effbrtSj that niuft licccflarily have ended to 
Gur aehantagey had they been as well managed^ 
as we know you could have managed them f 

What a glorious hiarveft might we by this 
dffie have reaped, had you kept to our maxiitis I 
And what tfcafures have you*robbed us of by de- 
ftrting from them ? When we reflefl: on thefe 
irhings, we can fcarcc think with patience of youc 
evnduff. 

This makes us remember your old ebjiinuey m 
Father Hardouin^ s affair ^ which, you ftretch your 
■cunning to perfuadc us to forget, and to believe^ 
what we well remember, to be only 9,J}ory forgai 
for the heretics t but we indeed thought that was^ 
•only the efFeft of youthful heat ; which if we had^ 
fiifpcdied to be ftill in you, we fhould never have 
employed you in fuch a mij[fum\ but which now 
we fear is too deeply rooted in youw 

Nay we cannot, till you fatisfy lis better, but 
Vcikvc that you have leally left and htr^tyed Ms^ 

S 6 Wa 
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We are forced on this account, to order dU our 
wijfionaries Co join with Snapi and Grafftrrii and 
^our other enemtesy to decry you* You muft 
either immediately change your whole c^mda^ 
or leave your mijfion^ and come back to us $ or 
elfe openly defirt us. We will not be any lon- 
ger left in fufpence about you ; or leave you Co 
follow your own /ancusy to undo us. 

' But that you may not think we judge too rafli- 
1y of your intentions toward us, we refolve to 
try you once more ; and fend you thefe imftrutti" 
ensy which we command you, in virtui of (he 
HOLY OBEPIEKCE, punctually to obferve. 

!• Leave immediately that beritic*^ houfe^ 
in which you now live ; and have no farther 
communication with bim^ Dr. Clark^ or with 
any of their adherent Sy or any who hold princi" 
pies like theirs : for we are aiTured, that nothing 
can ever accrue to us from that quarter^ but m//- 
€hief. 

2. Cry out, inveigh, rave againft all their Ac- 
irines : call fmcerity the high road to atbnfwt 
and infidelity \ for, if it be allowed that men muft 
be Jincere^ and that their falvation depends up^ 
on their being fo, they muft enquire ; and if they 
enquire^ they wiliy«^/. We do not bid you ar« 
gue on thefe heads \ but exclaim againft them : 
vilify the characters of the men who teach them : 
Hick at no calumnies you can raife againft them : 

ia 
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ill. fiiitt, ^follow the excellent exampU^ that fom^ 
•f the divhies of that church have fet before 
jo\3^ Accufe them of all the hlackijl defyns of 
deflfoying their own church 3 reprefent them 
as even jnumiis to the kUg^s Juprenufcyj where 
you find that will do you any fervice ; and, 
where that topic will not be apt to prevail, paint 
them as the vilcft bcrttics^ who would pull dowa 
^ the pwurs and inftitutions^ that are neceflary 

. to the very hung oil the church. If they ihould 
anfwer you, never undcrftand them right \ but 
perfift in mfreprefinting them, but always with 
the apptmroMa of defiring to know their tneaningj 

.:«f;wilbing to fee them juftify themfelves, and 
4»f the mofi fenfible grief y to fee yourfelf obliged) 
for the tnHrefti of Chriftianitf^ to oppofe them, 

3< Embrace Dr. Snape^ and Mr. Graverol^ and 
.ftll their adherents ; beg them pafdon for having 
once dared to oppofe them ; lament with teari 
your erron ; rejoice in your conviction^ which^ 
tell them, they were the happy occafions of* 
Efpoufe all their principles and doctrines heartily i 

■ for, you may depend upon it> we fhali, in the 
end, reap the only benefit from them. 

There is zstoihsr performance we have lately 
fcen, called fufpiria facra^ dedicated to the 
ardAifiiop' of Canterbury^ which we would have 
you ae^ouily cry up ; becaufe of one pajfage in 
^dedications which recommends to the wpdd 

the 
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the nligkn of jiuguftnty that U^ the iftuhUfiai 
ntigii^ of every cotmCry^ beatbenj or Cbri/KaH^ 
or MiA^metan^ proteftant^ or paprfti or-whatevei^ 
it happens, or ever may happen ta be» Thili 
feems indeeil at firff fight^ not to be imich to our 
aiventagiy the eftablijhment in Engbmd happening 
now to be againft us. But it is very much : for 
firft, it (iecures to va what we already pofiefs, by 
lemoving every other ^Mfideratiitty i)ut that fingle 
JNir of iftabHJkmenty all ri^t or wrongs truth or 
fiil/hoody and confequently all private judgment ; 
Chen it condemns all paft refrrmathn^ that has 
been pretended to be made from the tbem iftabHJh^ 
tffiMy and efiedually prevents any further pre-^ 
grefs in it, where it has ftopt ibort, as all n*^ 
formation is departing from the pnftnt eftabliflh' 
tiunt\ and confequently prevents all fuch farther 
difpanti fiom us, as might poffifoly deprive vs 
i)f all our remaining hopes^ ; it leaves us all the 
sdwifitages we at prefent have againd them, and 
much room to make freih attatks upon them ; and 
laftly, it hys up in fion for ur, againft the 
time when we iball come to have the dominim 
over them, an ixciUsnt argument to prcferve i/, as 
it will then be tho ifiablijbed religion of their eoun* 
try, 

4. Extol with die greateft zeal the emthority 
of the churchy over the confciences of men i the oh^ 
ligation of fubmitting to the unexamined devjient 
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^./7;. the right // has to call on the maigiftrate 

to terrify and keep in awe men in their religious ca- 

pacity i the eil(folute necejftty of being in one cem- 

munion^ without allowing of any ex cu/ts under. 

the pretence of a tender confiience ; the divint 

rights of the cJergy ; the ntcejfiiy of an uninierrupi-^ 

td fuccejfion to give them any rights ; the certain, 

offers of human benediSiipnSy and ahfolutipnt \ thc» 

u^jfthility of falvation where they are wantingy 

and where they are not difpenfed by regular afi4' 

uninterrupted fuccejfors ; their equality with theyii* 

craments and injiitutions of Chrift. Encourage^ 

and promote with the utmoft fervor all thefe h^^ 

tions ; which are indeed hugt akfordities on . the 

prineipJes, that the proteftants pretend to, but 

are very confifient, upon ouri. But take cbrd 

that you do not let them too baftily into tht 

Secret) that thefe do^rines necefTarily lead ta 

our church* The ftep from them to us gvowt 

fo ymtf/4 that in time we (hall eafiby draw them 

to the eUfeft uition with us ) efpecially when they 

fte tber /tncVr and proferment coim over to our 

4ide before them. In the mean while^ we have 

^i^/rx, of a lefs figure than y<oHy to make their 

advantages of thefe things in private converfkno. 

Do you mind the ^i?/^ hufinefs \ and i^hile tfrry 

think, you apd defenSng them, you will: be really 

muUrminif^ihtii^i and building up for us : yoo^ 

WfH 
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wifl infenfiblf rendCT* them ri<SctJnts^ and mi^ 
temptible ; and as p^werfni znA fmrtmdmble^ 

5. Tbeicfore juftify the €onvHMH§m 10 all ttt^ 
fr0C^edifrgs ; cry them up as gkrims difendtrs of 
their church aga'tnft iu moft /ilmr intmiti* 
Dwell upon their commitidatUn ; be mere zm* 
/na for tbem, if pcffible, than they are for 
themfchres : figb at^ or rail at, at it mcft con* 
venient, the royal pr$rtgatimy that was lent 
them Itffi fpring : tell what noUe feats they 
would have done^ had they been (uffered to 
proeccd at that time ; what farvice to the 
charcb^ what boHour to Cbriftianity I Makt cu 
nurry with thefe thingt in private, at you pleafe i 
provided you are fure you are only with frunds z 

. but in public put on the moft folewm and ziakui 
fau you are capable of. 

6. Oppofe vehemently all umlon of bcarts and 
affeiHws amoog froUfiantSy either with the r^ 
fnrniii cimrcbes^ at they call them, akro^dy or 
with the diffsrent fe^ariis at bcmem Employ aii 
your bHieft zsal againft thit. ' We told you be* 
fore, that thit was the only utdty we dreaded*. 
Reprefent therefore the reformed abroad^ and the 
diffimtirs of England^ at no Cbrifiiansy as want- 
ing epifcapal erdinatimy a regular fucccjffifiy autbo^ 
riiativi ah/olutians and heae^USionsy trug fficra^ 
auntSj and every thing that cnftHuiis a dturcb^ 
QL a communiott. Here you may vemive to fof- 
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ttn them s little toward us, as having all thefe 
things in fetfi&im^ however wc may itr in other 
matters : you may aflure them, whatev^ odd and 
Jingular Chriftians may fay of us, that wc have 
the effentials of a true churchy and are good Cbrif^ 
tians^ though we may be in fome things errth' 
neous ; and that, whatever ytftf/zx we may have, 
w^ are infinitely preferable to prejbyterians* This 
cannot (hock them : for many of their own f^- 
ryphees have been loudly applauded for faying ir« ^ 
7. The more eflfeaually to prevent fuch t 
dangerous union^ as we have been fpeaking of) 
infift on the ahfilute netej/ky of another unitf^ 
that will never do us any barnij but will for 
ever put z Jtop to fuch a one as we fear \ we 
mean, a unity in opinions. As we know t hit 
is impra£iicabk among men, and that nothing 
will ever fo much as bring to pafi the appear*' 
ance of /V, but an inquijition^ or dragooning ; (our 
method, and the only wife method oS profecution 1} 
fo the endeavouring to force // without theft 
helps, will make them only lofe their labour, umi 
weaken themfelves, by exafperatrng them againft 
one another, and dividing them the more zSx^ 
tually, and irreconcilably amongft themfelves ; 
and will always give us great advantages againft 
them all. You know how much even we^re 
really divided, whahave the htfallible chair of St. 
fi^er for a center of unity y buXfear keeps us quiets 

and 
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and makes U3 fubmitj Tvhencver any thing is once 
determined there. The prifent madnef^ of the 
yanfemfis here, loolrt'Iike an exception to this ; 
but we cftcem tHem as had^ or father worfe^ than 
Huguenots ; and hope very fhorily to put an 
end to their vein ftruggles^ However, in the 
main, fuch is the nature of mankind, nothing 
can hinder difuni&ny but either ierror^ or Ivot 
«nd charity. The Utter does it more certainly, 
and conffaotly.; therefore by all means prevent 
it : for if fuch unity ihould prevail in England^ 
we lofe at once all ground to work on. Encou- 
rage the people, heartily to hate one another, for 
cveky, -tte fmalleft, difference in religion^ whe- 
ther in the d§£irine$j or ceremonies of // .* and be 
iiire to dall every babit^ g^fttire^ or notion^ that 
Any em has a fondnefs for, religion. Drive them 
on tofury^ againf^ all that differ from them in 
■any of tbefe. Reprefent -every fmall dijfention as 
inffkraUe-i and as what will juilify all illufap 
^ndfeviriiy* > Be not afraid of going too fsir in 
this :- you can never here drive them to wanion* 
fiefs and' excefs : but you will make them on all 
iifliids, without knowing it, clear the way to 
our re-ejlablijbment ; when they (hall have fuf- 
Aciently weakened themfehes^ and ftrengthened 

m. 

. 8. In order to make a unity cf opinion appear 
ibc more ncceffary, declaim much on the myfte" 

rioufnefs 
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fUufnefs and darknefs of religious matters. And 
here you have an admirable opportunity of crying 
out agamft private judgment. Tell them that 
fevcry one 13 not capable of judging about fuch 
things : that thofe myfieries are above our under* 
ftandings 5 f and be furc to make every plained 
do6hine z, my fiery \) that it \% pride znA arrogana 
to pretend to explain them to human apprehenfion ; 
that therefore all men ought to fubmit to theiii ' 
blindly, and implicitly ; that underftanding is in 
no degree neceflkry to believing j nay, that it i» 
impious to underftand religion. Rail without ceafing 
agalnd thofe that have been fo daring as to offer at 
making religion intelligible, and fupporting it 
by reafon : call them A/r^//Vj, and enemies o^ reU^ 
gion : give thfem all xh^ odious appellations yout, 
fancy c^n invent. And, though they be eVen de«* 
fending y^//A by reafon^ accufe them, as fetting* ^ 
up reafon againft y^f/<&. You will not find it diffi- 
cult to perfuade the common people of this, and tor 
encreafe their averfion Ko fuch per fins ^ who 4re al- 
ways our greateft enemies. And bcfides, you will; 
wean them from the iicb of enjuiringy and under>» 
ftanding^and judging for themfelves, and enrage 
themagainft all who do not fubmit blindly, to what* 
they fubmit to. 

It rs therefore , with great regret, that we find* 
you have been employing your felf to tranflgtt 
tb€ vo^rh of Pr. Qlark^ which very imprudently^ 

t;o 
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to fay no woife, you call incomparable. Wt for-* 
got to tell you of this before. But now we chaig^ 
ypu to leave off your defy^n^ if you had* ai^^ of 
meddling with them'^ unlefs you* could anfwer 
them. Let alone clear heads i for they are dan* 
gerous. You know we love moft to engage with 
fuch adverfaries^ as through their Jear of denying 
too mucby concede encugh for our purp$fe^ and 
give us the beft advantages againft them. But 
with bim^ and fuch as follow him^ avoid arguing. 
Abufe him» revile him^ call him every where a 
Sociniany a deifiy and an aibeifi. No matter for 
the contradi£lLon, it will eafily go down with 
fooK. bay, he has robbed religi$n of its bolf 
mgfteriesy by pretending to bring to light tho^ 
r/i;^tf/ir^ things, which mud always lie hid. . I^ec 
this be all you have to do with him \ but ibun any 
difpute or c&nverfation with bim^ for you can ob** 
tain no advantage from hioi, and he may do you 
a great deal of harm* 

9, We charge you to oppofe, with the utmoft 
vigour^ all public aSfs^ which (hall be propofed vx 
favour of liberty and toleration. Reprefent the 
tuantxdXhtt of ntw re/iraintSf and the neceffity of 
adding greater powers to the churchy to terrifi 
offenders againfl her lawsy and to maintain ortha* 
doxy and uniformity; and particularly clamour 
againft a billy that we hear is row in agitation^ 
(or repealing the tills. Qga^nA fchip/Zy and occqfionat 

can' 
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fwformity. If that bill fliould pafs, we are iii 
great danger ; for it would unite proteftants, into 
iuch :a unhiiy z9 will deftroy alt our hopes. De^ 
fcribe the dijfenters in all t\it worjl colours ; as 
greater enemies to church zni JlatOy than tve arc } 
iis people inceflantly 1al)ouring its ruin ; and, 
which will prevail moft with many, as fho/e who 
would rob the church of dl its wealth and dominion . 
the preferving of which (to fay the truth boldly) 
is the one thing needful. Load them with all their 
4snceftors did an age ago ; conceal every thing that 
may in any degree jufiify them, or foftcn the 
•minds of people toward them. Own the helping 
4iand they gave to the revolution \ but then affirni 
that the revolution ruined, impoveriflied and 
4!nflaved England: do not fear being caught in 
^ontradiffsons : the zeal you will fpirit up againft 
ihofe people, will make any thing go down fmooth- 
]y. If you are difcomiited in one place^ never* 
thelefs affirm it v/hhoui Jhame^ and flill fight the 
iorits battles^ in another. In (hort, leave no 
Jione unturned to exajperate people zgiinR the diji 
fenters; and to frighten the government from at- 
tempting any thing for their relief. We have 
always found thefe methods to hsivcfuccefs : and 
you havefeen them made ufe of to very good pur- 
pofe, byfeveralAr/^fc/r/V^Jof their own. 

fie fure to join in with the rry'of the ^danger 
ef iht churchy and lecm much to 'figh bver lU 

Often 
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Often fpeak with the utmoft concern of the hUck 
iifigm againft htr : and to aggravate it fay, thai 
they come not from her emnuis^ but from bgr 
fmiUar friends \ from ptrfms of ^zijiatiwm and 
thara^ers in htr* 

Let the eburch never be out of Jangir^ whilft 
we are in danger : and be fure to let its danger 
encreafc always, in proportion as you find our 
intereji decreafes ; as any thing is brought on the 
flage, as a hnher fecurity againfl us ; as any thing 
19 propofed to make the dijfenters eafier ; as you 
perceive liberty^ and what they call their ratienal 
religion y to gain ground, or fubmijijvuenefi to au" 
tbsrityy and, what they call fuper/lition^ to di- 
minifli ; in fhort, as your prefent king comes to 
fit firmer on his throne^ and to be in lefs danger of 
lofing it. Inflame the fpirlts of the peppU^ with 
the moft melancholly viewsj of feeing their church 
overturned, and all religion abolifhed. Reprefent 
aMfreedonty as a Rep to this : raife them to that 
heat, (be fure to call it zealy) that they may even 
take up arms in the defence of them. And by 
this means you will revive ti^e, rebellion : they will 
fight our caufewlth much greater j^ry than before, 
poiTeiTed with this new enthufiafm^ which always 
excites the fierceft courage. 

10. Therefore the chief thing we r^co^inwid 
to you, is to blacken the^^, and \i\% govimnunt. 
\V e forgot to tell you the refmtment wc had, for 

fome 
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fomc poemi and p^n^gyri^Sj we he^rd, you had, 

made upon bim. Make up \i\,2ii fault by a diligent 

obufeoi him for the future^ Hint at the word. 

defigns againfl their^^r/y oCtJUe.pepplje ; rail againft 

th^Jianding army c for nothing provokes U3 fnQre» 

than the king^s being in a pojiure to defend himfflfv. 

and the cotifidena we fee his people have in him* 

MifrepFcfent ^y^x^^flep of the admmijlratlon : and, 

as //fp/j do not give you Qccaiioa to do even thisi^ 

ftick at no invention to di/cfedit // ; you know; 

your difpinfation will bear you om in any thing of^ 

that nati^re. Infinuate, as often as you find opr 

portunity, what digli^iousdin^ four ijhing^ ate ihe 

church would be in, if their rightful and lawful 

kingy who is now in ftaly^ were fettled on ^hat 

thfune. Oh ! if we could but once fee ihat happy 

timey how fhould we triumph^ apd make merry 

with ihtfaves^ who had helped him thither ? they 

would quickly find, that we alone would reap the 

harvefty which they had fpent fo much labour 

and fweat to bring up. But however, this is to 

be zfecrety till the thing be accompliflied. Spare 

no promifeSy nor oathsy that may be requiftte on 

^\%occafton\ the fame difpenfation whi^h allows 

you to makey permits us to break them. 

Thefe, father y are our inftru£fions^ which wc 
command you to obey, in virtue of the holy obedi* 
ence^ which you are obliged to by your moft yi- 

lemn^ 
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lemn^ and fiUly indifpenfabU oaths. Recover the 
place you have loft in our mimb by your paft con- 
duif \ and requite the injurm you have done us, 
with a more than ordinary %eal for the future. If 
you do this, you may hope on your return^ for all 
the advatutmint our fociety is able to beftow upon 
you. If you leave and betray us, you fee what 
you are to exped in England ; to be a hated and 
iontemned profelyte. If you defign to return hither : 
confidcr whether you would rather chufe to be a 
fuptrUr^ or provincial^ or perhaps fometime or 
other, even gmeral of our focitty ; or to vifit La 
FUche for the frcond time. In the mean while, 
hoping the beft of you, we remain, in the partici- 
pation of your holy facrifices^ 
Tour dear brothers^ 
andftncerefriendi^ 

The fathers of the fociety 
of Jesvs. 



TChe End of the Fjilst Volume. 



